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TRE DECLINE OF MA0 TSE-TUNG 

This  is a postscript t o  POLO XIV-61, "The Chinese Commu- 
n i s t  Leadership,  1958-1961 ." It recapitulates t h e  evidence 
for  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  Mao Tse-tung has been d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
i n  r e c e n t  years, and for the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  he is s u f f e r i n g  
from a serious medical disorder which could soon lead t o  h i s  
death o r  r e t i r emen t  or overthrow. The paper speculates on 
t h e  imp l i ca t ions  of t h i s  probable d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and possible 
i l l n e s s  for t he  Chinese Communist p a r t y  and t h e  Sino-Soviet 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  An appendix provides  a record of information 
bear ing  on Mao's heal th  which has come t o  hand s i n c e  1945. 

.. 

The Sino-Soviet S tudies  Group would welcome comment on 
t h i s  paper,  w i t h  respect either t o  t h e  conclusions or t o  the  
reoord on which the, conclusions a,re based. Comment should be 
addressed i n  t h i s  i n s t ance  t o  the  coord ina tor  of the  group, 
at m 
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THE DECLINE OF MAD TSE-TUNG . 

SUMluARY 
I 

Th-re is good evidence t h a t  Mao Tse-tung haa been de,@- 
r i o r a t i n g  i n  r e c e n t  years ,  i f  on ly  i n  t h e  sense of dec l in ing  
e n e r g i e s  and ab i l i t i e s . .  Evidence of t h i s  k ind  inc ludes  h i s  
own s ta tements  about weakening powers and h i s  own prepa ra t ions  
for possible r e t i r emen t ;  h i s  gene ra l ly  unimpressive performances 
i n  speeches and in te rv iews;  the apparent sharp d e c l i n e  i n  h i s  
p roduc t iv i ty ;  and the  failure of the regime t o  publish anything 
of Mao's except brief remarks. 

disorder from which Mao might be s u f f e r i n g .  Such evidence :is 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a p i c t u r e  df ei ther cerebral ischemia ( insuf-  
f icdent  flow of blood t o  t h e  b ra in )  or s e n i l e  dementia (se- 
n i l i t y ) .  The evidence for a s e r i o u s  degree of either disorder, 
however, is not  impressive,  and our a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  a diagnosfs  
on t he  a v a i l a b l e  evidence is q u i t e  l i m i t e d .  

The to ta l  evidence i n  both categories--for  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
and f o r  a s p e c i f i c  disorder--affects t o  some degree c e r t a i n  
conclusions w e  have previous ly  o f f e r e d  about .Chinese Communist 
p a r t y  affairs  and t h e  Sino-Soviet r e l a t i o n s h i p .  While w e  be l i eve  
t h a t  Mao still  dominates the  Chinese p a r t y ,  t h e  ques t ion  seems 
open for t h e  f u t u r e .  We see. a s t r o n g e r  p o s s i b i l l 3 y  than  before --now almost an even chance--that Mao w i l l  s t e p  aside and be- , I  * I  

come honorary chairman of t he  p a r t y  a t  t he  next p a r t y  congress,  
perhaps t h i s  y e a r ,  We see only  a s l i g h t l y  s t r o n g e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t han  before t h a t  Mao w i l l  be ushed out--a weaker p o s s i b i l i t y  

s t e p  alide. And whi l e  we cont inue t o  be l i eve  t h a t  L i u  Shao- 
c h i  w i l l  probably succeed Mao and w i l l  probably p u r s u e  much t h s  
aame p o l i c i e s ,  we th ink  t h a t  Mao's dec l ine  could g ive  L i u  a 
reason or p r e t e x t  f o r  changing Mao's p o l i c i e s .  Mao's depar ture ,  
f o r  whatever reason,  might w e l l  lead t o  an improvement in Sino- 
Sovie t  r e l a t i o n s ,  although probably not  t o  a r e s o l u t i o n  of the  
Sino-Soviet d i spu te .  

There is also some evidence t o  suggest a s p e c i f i c  medical 
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THE DECLINE OF MA0 TSE-TUNG 

We have ogfered t h e  view at i n t e r v a l s  s i n c e  1956 t h a t  
Mao Tse-tung has  been d e t e r i o r a t i n g ,  i f  on ly  in t h e  senss.of 
d e c l i n i n g  ene rg ie s  and ab i l i t i es .  The only  t i m e  t h a t  we have 
conjec tured  as t o  a specific medical disorder, w e  were m i s -  
taken--in l a t e  1957, when w e  speculated t h a t  he might conceiv- 
ab ly  have cancer:  which counse ls  u s  t o  offer a l l  such con- 
Jectures w i t h  much caut ion .  However, there has continued t o  
be, evidence of h i s  general deterioration, and we have continued 
to look f o r  a specific d i s o r d e r  as w e l l .  

A case for Mao's deterioration can be made s o l e l y  on t h e  
basis of h i s  conduct of t h e  Chinese p a r t y ' s  affairs i n  r e c e n t  
years .  Unt i l  1956, Yao, from any po in t  of .viqw,  ,had a very 
impressive record  of successes. Since t ha t  t i m e ,  however, he 
has been in t roub le .  We have examined i n  va r ious  POLO and 
ESAU papers c e r t a i n  of his misadventures in domestic and 
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and h i s  donduct of t h e  Sino-Soviet d i s p u t e .  
Some combination of t h e  fol lowing d e c i s i o n s  and i n i t i a t i v e s  
would appear i n  any case for Mao's d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  whether t h e  
case was made by a Western o r  a Communist observer ,  and whether  
by B h 6 l t i l e . o r  f r i e n d l y  observer :  in s p r i n g  1956, h i s  in- 
ci tement  of t h e  w i l d l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  goal of an increase  of 
150 percent  i n  agr icu l tura l  product ion in 12 years ,  and h i s  
in t roduc t ion  of t he  i l l - fa ted  experiment w i t h  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  
in China (encouraging cr i t ic ism from o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y )  ; i n  
autumn 1956, h i s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in t h e  USSR's t r o u b l e s  i n  E a s t -  
e r n  Europe, which made them worse; i n  ea r ly  1957, h i s  reaffir- 
mation and expansion of t h e  ''hundred flowers" experiment, 
which co l lapsed  wi th in  three months; i n  autumn 1957, h i s  deci- 
s i o n s  t o  undertake a new course  of s o c i a l i s t  cons t ruc t ion  in 
China which was t o  r e l y  on an unprecedented organiza t ion  and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  human material, and concurren t ly ,  t o  chal- 
lenge Soviet  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  world Communist movement; i n  ear ly  
1958, h i s  formulat ion of t he  "general l i n e "  ("aim high,  go a l l -  
out,"  etc.) ,  h i s  i n t roduc t ion  of t he  concept of * 'uninterrupted 
revolu t ion"  in  economic development, and h i s  inci tement  of t h e  
" leap forward, '* a l l  of which were t o  lead t o  t h e  preposterous 
product ion claims of 1958 and t o  a humilat ing withdrawal l a t e r  in 
t h e  year; i n  s p r i n g  1958, his i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  commune program, 
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which was t o  prove a disaster, and of the "mass f o r  in -  
d u s t r i a l  development ( the "backyard steel" program and related 
ven tu res ) ,  which was t o  prove an expensive f a i l u r e ;  i n  summer 
1958, h i s  approva l , ,  if not conception, of t h e  Taiwan Strai t  
venture  on t h e  basis of var ious  mistaken c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  which 
l ed  t o  another  humi l i a t ing  withdrawal; throughout 1959, h i s  
continued challenges t o  Sovie t  s t r a t e g y  and t o  ghrushchev per- 
s o n a l l y ,  and h i s  border d i spu te  wi th  Ind ia ;  i n  s p r i n g  1960, 
h i s  f r e sh  attacks on t h e  conserva t ives  and h i s  inci tement  
of large i n c r e a s e s  i n  o u t p u t  over  t he  1959 claims which had 
aga in  been grossly i n f l a t e d  (which forced  another  retreat 
la ter  in t h e  year), and h i s  encouragement of t h e  urban commune 
program (a t o t a l  fa i lure) ;  a l s o  i n  s p r i n g  1960, h i s  syStematic 
attacks on Sovie t  s t r a t e g y  in the  Lenin Anniversary a r t i c l e s ,  
apparent ly  on t h e  mistaken assumption t h a t  t h i s  could be done 
without provoking sanc t ions ;  i n  June 1960, h i s  defiance and 
personal  cri t icism of Khrushchev (through h i s  spokesmen) a t  
t h e  Buchares t  conference;  i n  summer 1960, h i s  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  
t h i s  course  desp i t e  Soviet  re ta l ia t ion by t h e  withdrawal of 
t he  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  which great ly  damaged the Chinese program 
of economic and m i l i t a r y  development; i n  November 1960, h i s  
oontinued in t r ans igence  (through h i s  spokesmen) a t  the  Moscow 
conference of Communist part'ies; through t h e  f i k s t  n ine  months 
of 1961, h i s  cont inued def iance  of Moscow on t h e  matters in 
d i s p u t e  (in p a r t i c u l a r ,  h i s  support of Albania) and, i n  October, 
h i s  open de f i ance  (through Chou En-lai)  on t h e  issue of Albania  
a t  t he  CPSU congress;  and, s i n c e  then ,  h i s  increased support  
of Albania and h i s  resumption of polemics i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet 
d i s p u t e ,  despite s e v e r a l  Soviet  warnings t h a t  extreme-measures 
would be taken  i f  necessary.  We ourse lves  have regarded many, 
of h i s  domestic misadventures and much of h i s  conduct of t he  
Sfno-Soviet d i s p u t e  as evidence of a d e f e c t i v e  and d e t e r i o r a t -  
ing sense of t h e  reali t ies of t he  world, b u t  we are forced t o  
concede t h a t  from o t h e r  viewpoints--the viewpoints of many 
Communists and even of some non-Communists--the case would not  
be persuas ive .  That is, t w o  opinions were p o s s i b l e  as t o  the  
prospects for many of h i s  domestic and f o r e i g n  ventures ,  a t  
t h e  time t h e y  were launched, and i n  most cases he hhs made t h e  
necessary retreats; and two opinions are still poss ib l e ,  as 
t h e  evidence is not a l l  i n ,  as . t o  what s t r a t e g y  would best 
s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  world Communist movement and China 
i t se l f ,  what terms should be accepted f o r  Sovie t  aid,  and what 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s  should be among t h e  p a r t i e s  of t h e  movement. 
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Thus we have looked f o r  evidence of a d e c l i n e  i n  Mao's 
abi l i t ies  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  (apart from the ques t ion  of whether 
he suffers f r o m  a s p e c i f i c  medical disorder) i n  matters which 
are n o t  so debatable as h i s  conduct of t h e  p a r t y ' s  affairs .  
We t h i n k  t h a t  t he  evidence f a l l s  i n t o  four main categories: 
h i s  own s t a t emen t s  about weakening powers and h i s  own a c t i o n s  
expres s ing  such  a f e e l i n g ;  h i s  gene ra l ly  unimpressive perform- 
ances in speeches and in te rv iews;  t h e  apparent sha rp  d e c l i n e  
i n  h i s  p r o d u c t i v i t y ;  and the failure of t h e  regime t o  publ i sh  
anything of Mao's except brief remarks. 

t i o n s  t h a t  he w a s  t i red,  in s p r i n g  1956; t h e  p rov i s ion  i n  t h e  
party c o n s t i t u t i o n  of September 1956 f o r  
other s t a t emen t s  by Mao in l a t e  1956 and e a r l y  1957 about his 
weariness  and expec ta t ion  of death; : h i s - , r e s igna t ion  from the  
government chairmanship in December 1958, p a r t l y  on t h e  stated 
ground of the  need t o  conserve energy; his statement  in e a r l y  
1959 t ha t  he w a s  old  and s i ck ;  h i s  apparent fa i lure  t o  m a k e  
tours  of . inspec t ion  after s p r i n g  1960 (a l though one t r i p  i n  
e a r l y  1961 might have been such a t o u r ) ;  and whatever statements 

' or a c t i o n s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Mao's appearance, l ed  Edgar Snow 
t o  conclude i n  au tumn 1960 t h a t  Mao w a s  t i red of h i s  problems 
and led Marshal Montgomery to note in autumn 1961 tha t  Mao had 
aged cons iderably  j u s t  s i n c e  1960 (together wi th  Montgomery's 
obse rva t ion  t h a t  Mao kept  h i s  phys ic ian  around a t  all tunes). 

As for  his performances i n  speeches and in te rv iews:  his 
February 1957 speech on "cont rad ic t ions"  w a s  reported by sources  
who heard It as a poor job; h i s  p u b l i c  speeches i n  Moscow i n  
November 1957 were pedes t r i an ,  and h i s  p r i v a t e  address t o  t h e  
Sovie t  p a r t y  central  committee, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  showing poor 
o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  d e f e c t i v e  sense of r ea l i t y  p rev ious ly  men- 
t i oned ,  was en l ivened ,  according t o  one source,. by a temper 
tantrum; h i s  last-known speech, in August 1959, seems t o  have 
been a t  least i n  part a f o o l i s h  performance; and v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
accounts of in te rv iews  w i t h  Ma0 i n  r e c e n t  years have ind ica t ed  
t h a t  these in t e rv i ews  *ere thin.  in con ten t ,  inc luding  the  long 
t a lks  w i t h  Snow in autumn 1960 and wi th  Montgomery i n  a u t u m  
1961. 

As for h i s  d e c l i n i n g  p roduc t iv i ty :  s i n c e  1950, Mao has 
w r i t t e n  for p u b l i c a t i o n  only  one ar t ic le  ( A p r i l m 8 ) ,  and 
t h a t  of on ly  one page, pPus two b r i e f  poems (before October 

As for h i s  genera l  weakening: Mao's first repor t ed  asser- 

"honorary chairman"; 

~ 
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1958); on ly  one source has  asserted t h a t  Yao has w r i t t e n  any- 
t h i n g  else (desp i t e  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from t h e  government chair- 
manship i n  December 1958 i n  par t  on t h e  s ta ted grounds of want- 
ing  more t i m e  t o  write), 'a claim qual i f ied  i f  not countered 
by o t h e r  s t a t emen t s  about t h e  a r t ic le  i n  ques t ion  (one of t h e  
Lenin Anniversary art icles i n  s p r i n g  1960); he was s i l e n t  even 
on. t h e  p a r t y ' s  40th anniversary  i n  J u l y  1961; there has  been 
no known major speech by Mao s i n c e  1958; it has not eqen been 
asserted tha t  he has made an l t i m p o r m  speecht1 s i n c e  Apr i l  
959; and we have no evidence t h a t  he has made any.kiad of 

speech s i n c e  August 1959. As a cavea t  on t h i s  observa t ion ,  
much of t h e  product ion r e c e n t l y  a t t r i bu ted  t o  Mao i n  the  perioG 
1941-1949 w w  not  i d e n t i f i e d  at  the  time, and it is poss ib l e  
t h a t  Ma0 has in fact been producing important th ings- -s ta te -  
menta i ssued  as c o l l e c t i v e  pronouncements, editorials in p a r t y  
j o u r n a l s ,  articles under a pseudonym s u c h  as "yu C h a o - l i , "  and 
speeches t o  p a r t y  meetings. On t h e  other hand, subsequent 
claims for Mao ne.ed not  be accep.ted a t  face value: Khrushchev 
has credibly stated tha t  S t a l i n  became the  llauthor" of var ious  
works (e.g.  t h e  CPSU's s h o r t  h i s t o r y )  by appoin t ing  a group 
t o  do t h e  work, t hen  a d v e r t i s i n g  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  work 
of the  group, then  p resen t ing  himself as t h e  s o l e  author .  We 
suspec t  that much of whatever work may la ter  be credited t o  
Mao w i l l  i n  fact have been w r i t t e n  t o  Mao's vague p r e s c r i p t i o n  
by Chen Po-ta, Lu Ting-i ,  Hu Chiao-mu and others. 

As for t h e  fa i lure  of the  regime t o  pub l i sh  t h e  l i t t l e  
(we th&nk) t h a t  Ma0 does produce: although t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
not  pub l i sh ing  Mao's major speeches a t  t h e  t i m e  t hey  were 
giverl predates by s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  first evidence of h i s  de- 
t e r i o r a t i o n ,  t h e  l a s t  major speech t o  be published a t  a l l  was 
publ ished i n  a much-revised ve r s ion  i n  1957; and not  even h i s  
minor speeches have been published s i n c e  December 1957. It 
is not c r e d i b l e  tha t  every t o p i c  d iscussed  by Mao s i n c e  1957 
has been t o o  s e n s i t i v e  t o  permi t  t he  pub l i ca t ion  of h i s  state- 
ments about it, because other CCP leaders have published on 
extremely s e n s i t i v e  t o p i c s .  We t h i n k  tha t  a more credible 
explana t ion  is an unimpressive con ten t  (in Mae's speeches): 
a Content which is e v i d e n t l y  passable f o r  an off-record occa- 
s i o n ,  b u t  is not s u i t a b l e  for exposure t o  t h e  great world. 

i ng  clues as t o  t h e  specific medical disorder or d i s o r d e r s  
from which Ma0 might be s u f f e r i n g .  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  of 

In t h e  past year, there have come t o  hand some i n t e r e s t -  

" I  
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t h e s e  items have been: a r e p o r t  t h a t  Mao himself said i n  1957 
t h a t  he had "bra in  anemia"; some observa t ions  by Edgar Snow 
i n  autumn 1960, no t  r epor t ed  a t  t he  time, about the  unsa t i s fac-  
t o r y  character of Mao's talks w i t h  h i m ;  and t h e  observa t ion  
by Marshal Montgomery i n  autumn 1961 t h a t  Mao needed a s s i s t a n c e  
in walking. 

The t o t a l  evidence is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e i ther  o r  both of 
two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  as t o  a specific disorder : cerebral ischemia, 
perhaps w i t h  m u l t i p l e  s t r o k e s ;  or some degree of senile dementia 
( h e r e i n a f t e r  described as s e n i l i t y ) ,  which could -concur- 
r e n t l y .  

b ra in ,  a cond i t ion  common in.  o l d e r  people, de r iv ing  from 
a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s .  The ,3evPdence c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of cerebral Ischemia i n  Mao's case--symptoms which as a group 
do not  p o i n t  t o  any other p a r t i c u l a r  disorder--is as fol lows:  

(a) Mao's own d e s c r i p t i o n  of h i s  i l l n e s s  i n  1957 (re- 
ported l a s t  year by a good source)  as "brain which 
is a layman's t e r m  f o r  cerebral ischemia. 

(b) The apparent  weakening of Mao's l e f t  side: an eye- 
w i t n e s s  account i n  e a r l y  1956 t ha t  blao did not  have t h e  u s e  
of his l e f t  hand; and an eye-witness account of Mao's slumped 
l e f t  shoulder  i n  s p r i n g  1960, which has been confirmed by 
s e v e r a l  f i lms  s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

Cerebral ischemia is an i n s u f f i c i e n t  f l o w  af blood t o  t h e  

\ 

(c) Mao's observed d i f f i c u l t y  in walking s i n c e  1957: 
Chinese press sugges t ion  of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f a l l  1957; d e l i v e r y  
of h i s  speech i n  Moscow i n  November 1957 i n  a seated p o s i t i o n ,  
and Chinese press confirmation a t  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  walking; f u r t h e r  press confirmation of t h i s  d i f f i c q l t y  in 
e a r l y  1958; Mao's again speaking from a seated p o s i t i o n  in 
May 1958; f u r t h e r  press conOirmation of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  e a r l y  
1969; i n d i c a t i o n s  i n  f i l m s  of la te  1960 and e a r l y  1961 of 
unce r t a in ty  i n  h i s  movements; and Montgomery's observa t ion  in 
f a l l  1961 that Mao war3 weak on h i s  legs and had t o  have a 
cons t an t  male a t t endan t  t o  he lp  him walk (in Western c o u n t r i e s  
a wealthy person who had had a s t r o k e  would be l i k e l y  t o  do 
e x a c t l y  t h a t ,  i .e .  get an a t t endan t ) .  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  p r o d u c t i v i t y  or non-product ivi ty  
(d) Mao's s h a r p l y  decreas ing  p rodub t iv i ty  i n  r e c e n t  years ,  
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of one s u f f e r i n g  from cerebral ischemia, and p o s s i b l y  related 

and wr i t i ng )  which o f t e n  accompanies cerebral ischemia: see 

and in te rv iews  set  f o r t h  above on pages 3 - 4. 

. t o  some ddgree of t h e  motor aphasia  ( d T f f i c u l t y  in speaking 

I t h e  record of non-product ivi ty  and performances in speeches 

Other  a spec t s  of Mao's a c t i v i t y  which, while not  evidence 
5 for  cerebral ischemia In  t h e  same sense  t h a t  the above informa- 

l . E n  q u a l i f i e s  as evidence, are also c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  such a 
, p o s s i b i l i t y ,  are: 

(a) Mao's general weakening (which of course ,  might be 
observed i n  connect ion w i t h  many forms of i l l n e s s ) :  see tho  
record s e t ' f o r t h  on page 3. 

1955, Mao's swimming has o f t e n  been reported i n  r e c e n t  years; 
swimming could be reasonably used as a form of physiotherapy 
t o  rebui ld  the  p a t i e n t ' s  s t r e n g t h  after a s t r o k e .  

It m u s t  be emphasized, however, t h a t  t h e  evidence. is not 
impressive--simply i n t e r e s t i n g ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of cerebral ischemia. T h i s  caveat  is s t rengthened  by t h e  ro- 

s i g n s  of t h e  d i s o r d e r  as asymmetry of t h e  face (especially the  
mouth); t h e  adducted-and-flexed p o s i t i o n  (a sor t  of cramped 
p o s i t i o n )  of the  arm and leg; o r  a serious degree of p a r a l y s i s  
of any part of t h e  body. (In t h i s  l a t t e r  connection, t h e  
observed l i m i t a t i o n  of motion in Mao's l e f t  shoulder  might 
w e l l  come from cheumatism i n  or around the joint--an in s ign i -  
f i c a n t  d i so rde r . )  While it is t r u e  t h a t  Mao could s u f f e r  

any of t h e s e  classical signs, the case f o r ' a  serious degree 
is weakened by t h e  review, o f .  the  ' f i lms .  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of some degree of s e n i l i t y  on 
Mao's part (a cond i t ion ,  as noted above, which may e x i s t  con- 
c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  cerebral ischemia) is as fo l lows:  

(a) Loss of memory f o r  recent events :  t h e  mistakes in 
f act, d ig re s s ion  and excess ive  reminiscence in Mao's February 
1957 and November 1957 speeches as reported; and t h e  unsa t fs fac-  

4 . .  
'L ,! L (b) Mao'8 i w t e r e s t  i n  swimming: first publ ic ized  i n  i L  

- - view of many f i l m s  of Mao. We did no t  f i n d  such  "cfassical" 

I from a a i g n i f  i c a n t  degree of cerebral ischemia w i t h o u t  showing 
, 

As f o r  the  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  ( s e n i l i t y ) ,  t h e  evidence 
. 

,*dry character of almost a l l  of h i s  r epor t ed  interviews-- in  



p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  failure t o  deal w i t h  cu r ren t  events ,  t h e  s l i gh t -  
nes s  and b a n a l i t y  of h i s  remarks, and h i s  rambling and reminisc- 
ing s t y l e ,  in t h e  Snow i n t e rv i ews  of f a l l  1960, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  "confabulat ion 'v  ( f luent  speech w i t h o u t  re- 
gard for  facts) in Mao's conversa t ion  i n  those interviews.* 

(b) Emotional i n s t a b i l i t y :  suggested in one account from 
an obscure source  of Mao's November 1957 speech (In which Mao 
was allegedly so overcome by rage or other emotion: t h a t  for  
a t i m e  he  was u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ) ,  and by t h e  only  report of Mao's 
last-known speech (Augus t  1959), i n  which, responding t o  t h e  
challenge t o  h i s  programs by Defense Min i s t e r  Peng Te-huai and 
others, Mac? is sa id  t o  have wept and t o  have th rea t ened  t o  go 
back t o  the  masses and raise another  and more l o y a l  army. 

1 

(c) TKe f a i lu re  of the  reghe to  pub l i sh  an t h i n  

e e n i l e  man who may be product ive  b u t  whose work i e  t o o  incoher- 
ent or fool ish t o  publish.  

The inc reas ing  r ead iness  of bloc spokesmen t o  describe 
Mao as s e n i l e  and t o  encourage t h i s  view df 'him i n  t h e  world. 
Communist movement (although it is recognized t h a t  t h i s  descrip- 
t i o n  may not  be employed r e spons ib ly  by Mae's opponents):  ghru- 
shchev 's  r epor t ed  descr ip%ion of Mao sometime before mid-1960 
as an old man who had out l ived h i s  usefu lness ,  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  
s e v e r a l  times in 1960 t h a t  Mao had l o s t  tough w i t h  rea l i ty ,  
t h e  a s s e r t i o n  (as a matter of connuon knowledge)' w a ar on Mads bir thday io  1961 t h a t  Ma0 (not named) w a s  s u f -  
f e r i n g  f r o m  a " s e n i l e  d i s o r d e r , "  and the  rumors  t o  t h i s  same 
effect c i r c u l a t i n g  among Western European Communist pa r t i e s  
in t h e  same period. 

of Mao''sl:. 
in r e c e n t  years, ' a  fa i lure  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  w p c u r e  of a 

(d) 

in 1961 tha t  Mao's mind w a s  bad, t h e  

*There may have been even more evidence in al l  of Mao's in- 
terviews-of Mao's deter iora t ion- than  r epor t ed  by t h e  sources ,  
88 Mao is always pro tec t ed  by' h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  both Idirec- 
t i one - - l i s t en ing  and speaking; t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  can conceal  or 
reduce evidence of a fai lure  to  understand or  t o  m a k e  a mean- 
i n g f u l  r e p l y .  
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Here aga in ,  however, t h e  evidence is not  impressive: the  
case for a serious degree of s e n i l i t y  is no strongel'  than  t h e  
case f o r  a s e r i o u s  degree bf cerebral ischemia, as again  import- 
pnt  p i eces  of evidence are missing.  We do not  have evidence 
of extreme emotional i n s t a b i l i t y ,  which would be expected; and 
we  sugges t ion  from any source  t h a t  Mao e x h i b i t s  dis- 
o r i e n t a t i o n  (confusion as t o  time and p lace ) ,  which w o u l d l s o  
be expected. Moreover, t he  review of the f i lms provided no 
evidence of s e n i l i t y .  

o r  s e n i l i t y ,  h i s  p o s i t i o n  is of course s i g n i f i c a n t l y  weakened. 
The prognosis  for  a man with ch ron ic  cerebral ischemia is poor. 
Nothing much can be done f o r  t h e  i l l n e s s ,  and it might g e t  much 
worse .a$ any t i m e ,  i . e .  t h e  p a t i e n t  m$ght have another  s t r o k e .  
A t  a minimum, t h e  result of t h i s  disorder is always a reduct ion  
i n  the p a t i e n t ' s  o v e r a l l  performance. S e n i l i t y  is also a non- 
c o r r e c t  ible dhorder , and mental competence is of course g r e a t l y  
reduced, i f  no t  e l imina ted .  Whiile the  prognosis  for  s u r v i v a l  
of a s e n i l e  man is good, no worse than  f o r  a man wh6 is no t  
s e n i l e ,  a s e n i l e  man would be s e r i o u s l y  handicapped i n  d e a l i n g  
with a genuine (as d i s t i n c t  from fanc ied)  threat t o  him. 

If Ma0 is indeed s u f f e r i n g  from either cerebral ischemia 

In  sum, t h e  evidence of a d e c l i n e  i n  Mao's abi l i t i es  i n  
r ecen t  years s t r i k e s  us as good, whi le  t h e  evidence f o r  either 
cerebral ischemia or  s e n i l i t y  seems t o  be simply i n t e r e s t i n g .  
We r e c a p i t u l a t e  here some p o i n t s  made i n  series of POLO papers  
s i n c e  1956 and ESAU papers s i n c e  1959-most of these p o i n t s  

- made most r e u e n t l y  in POLO-XIV of November 1961, our last  look a t  
. t h e  CCP legdersbipA-Find dffer a view as to how these assess- 

ments may be a f f e c t e d  by the  t o t a l  evidence. 

F i r s t ,  we have o f t e n  made t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  Mao's cont inued 
domlnat ion of the  Chinese party--an absolute domination from 
1935 t o  about 1955, and an appa ren t ly  q u a l i f i e d  domination 
since 19!56--depended on a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  success of 
h i s  p o l i c i e s ,  t he  state of h i s  health,  and the  s t r u c t u r e  of 
power i n  t h e  p a r t y .  In  t h e  yea r s  1958-1961, despite the  f a i l u r e  
of h i s  radical domestic p o l i c i e s  (as expressed p r imar i ly  i n  
t h e  gene ra l  l i n e ,  t h e  "leap forward," and t h e  commune program), 
t he  probable  oppos i t i on  by some important leaders t o  h i s  in- 
t r ans igence  in t he  Sino-Soviet dispute,  the d e c l i n e  i n  h i s  
energy and h i s  prolonged absences from Peiping, he appa ren t ly  
continued t o  dominate t h e  par ty-- in  p a r t  because changes i n  
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I t he  s t r u c t u r e  of power s t rengthened  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of t hose  
. party-machine figures around L i u  Shao-chi and m i l i t a r y  lead- 

ers around L i n  P ia0  who were most c l o s e l y  a s soc ia t ed  with h i s  
p o l i c i e s  and most c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  him personal ly ,  
Throughout these years ,  M a 0  was said by off ic ia l  sources  t o  
have made t h e  key d e c i s i o n s  on p a r t y  p o l i c y  a t  p a r t y  meet ings 
held sporadically i n  Peiping o r  at  va r ious  p o i n t s  i n  h i s  
. t r a v e l s :  and i n  fact the  key dec i s ions  d i d  reflect p o s i t i o n s  
Mao is known I e Ito have taken .  Thus,. while 
i n  the n a t u r e  of t he  case it w a s  not  p o s s i b l e  t o  prove t h a t  
Mao continued t o  dominate t h e  party,  t h e  heavy w e m o f  evi -  
dence i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  while most or much of the  t i m e  others 
"minded the  store" i n  t he  sense of implementing the  pa r ty ' s  
d e c i s i o n s  (whether Mao was present  or absent ) ,  Mao remained 

1 .  .- 

-3  ' t h e  '.PW p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e  io making those  dec i s ions .  
~ *' F 

In t he  l i g h t  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  p rovis ion  in 1956 of t h e  
post of "honorary chairman" t o  be f i l l e d  i f  necessary,  and of 
Mao's r e s i g n a t i o n  from t h e  government chairmanship in 1958, 
together wi th  both o f f ic ia l  and u n o f f i c i a l  evidence of h i s  
d e c l i n i n g  ene rg ie s ,  i n  t h e  per iod  1966-58 we o f t e n  expressed 
the view t h a t  there w a s  a good chance t h a t  Mao would s t ep  aside 
from h i s  p a r t y  chairmanship a t  t h e  par ty ' s  N i n ' t h  Congress 
soheduled for 1961. We thought t h a t  he might do t h i s  in the  
i n t e r e s t  of conserving h i 8  energy and also of ensur ing  a smooth 
success ion  f o r  M s  f a v o r i t e ,  Liu Shao-chi (Ma0 reaffirmed t o  
Snow i n  autumn 1960 t h a t  L i u  was still  h i s - c h o i c e ,  and there 
has been no reason  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  to ques t ion  t h i s ) .  However, 
after 1958, wi th  t h e  f a i lu re  of Mao's radical p o l i c i e s  and h i s  
e n t r y  into 8 setieus ' 3 1 m e  of t roub le s , "  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  
widening scope and inc reas ing  b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e  Sino-Soviet 
d i spu te  ( e n t a i l i n g  Sovie t  s anc t ions  which made Mao's t roubles  
worse), it seemed inc reas ing ly  t o  u s  t h a t  Mao would be r e l u c t -  
a n t  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  p a r t y  p o s t s  at such a 1 9 ~  p o i n t  i n  the Chi-  
nese p a r t y ' s  f o r t u n e s .  
t$on a t  a time which would encourage s p e c u l a t i o n  (aS i n  Decem- 
ber 1958) t h a t  he had been pushed; and, 88 h i s  in t rans igence  
i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  became inc reas ing ly  c o s t l y  and inc reas ing ly  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  it seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  he would become increas- 
i n g l y  aware of what has been called the  King Lear Problem-which 
is tha t  of ensu r ing  obedience af ter  one has  r e l inqu i shed  t h e  
instruments  of power. 
l i c  image and h i s  basic p o l i c i e s  prevaiaed would have t o  be 
balanced a g a i n s t  h i s  wish t o  ensure a smooth t r a n s i t i o n  for 
L i u ,  b u t  w e  thought t h a t ,  i n  a balance,  t h e  former would probably 

H i s  van i ty  would argue aga ins t  res igna-  

Mao's wish t o  ensu re  t ha t  both h i s  pub- 
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weigh t h e  heavier .  Thus, i n  o u r  most r e c e n t  assessment of Mao's 
i n t e n t i o n s  (November 1961), we expressed t h e  view t h a t  Mao 
would probably not r e s i g n . a t  t h e  Ninth Congress. 

We have f r e q u e n t l y  estimated a l s o  t ha t  Yao and t h e  par ty-  
machine f i g u r e s  around Liu would probably s t a n d  toge the r  suc-  
c e s s f u l l y  aga ins t  t h e i r  opponents, fo re ign  and domestic, u n t i l  
Mao retired or died. Beginning in 1961, however, i n  o u r  dis-  
cuss ions  of t h e  'Sino-Soviet d i s p u t e  we have noted o u r  belief 
t h a t  Khrushchev would e x e r t  some combination of the  var ious  
remaining p r e s s u m v a i l a b l e  t o  him--e.g. withholding aid in 
a Chinese economic crisis, breaking o f f  Sovie t  camp trade w i t h  
China, s topping  d e l i v e r i e s  of m i l i t a r y  goods, t h rea t en ing  to 
r epud ia t e  or a c t u a l l y  repudia t ing  the Sino-Soviet t r e a t y ,  break- 
ing off  p a r t y  re la t ions-and t h a t  t h i s  would s e r v e  t o  encourage 
a cha l lenge  t o  Wao by anti-Mao and pro-Soviet f o r c e s  in t h e  
Chinese party.* Although we have recognized t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  some of t h e  key f i g u r e s  among Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s  in t h e  
party-machine grow and among t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders would defect 
t o  t h e  cha l l enge r s ,  it has seemed to us probable t h a t  enough 
of them would  remain l o y a l  so t h a t  any chal lenge  would be un- 
s u c c e s s f u l ,  owing p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of the  cha l lengers  
t o  b r i n g  t o  bear s u f f i c i e n t  m i l i t a r y  force. 

We have f u r t h e r  calculated that, whether Mao retired i n  
Liuos f avor  or i n s t e a d  cont inued as chairman u n t i l :  he died,  
Liu  would be l i k e l y  t o  succeed him and would be l i k e l y  t o  con- 
t i n u e  Mao's basic policies,  inc luding  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  g ive  in 
t o  t h e  Soviet  p a r t y .  We have seen a better chance tha t  L i u  
would be overthrown than  t h a t  Mao would be, as L i u  has been 
a less awe-inspiring f i g u r e  and h a s  probably n o t  been able t o  
command t h e  same degree of a l l e g i a n c e  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders, 
and we have recognized t h a t  L i u  might not  have the same degree 

1 

*Should Kh rushchev f a i l  t o  e x e r t  any of these pressures i n  
t h e  next few months, one p o s s i b l e  explana t ion  (apart from t h e  
obvious p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we have misread him) would be t h a t  
he has reaeon to b e l i e v e  t h a t  Yao w i l l  r e s i g n  or be pushed o u t  
in t h e  next  y e a r  or so in any case, so t h a t  f u r t h e r  Sovie t  
a c t i o n  aga ins t  M a 0  would be p o i n t l e s s  and might indeed pre- 
judice any effort  t o  reach an accommodation w i t h  Mao's s u c -  
cessors. 

- 
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of a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Mao's p o l i c i e s  t ha t  Ma0 has had. Bu t  w e  have 
thought, on balance,  t h a t  L i u  and h i s  party-machine comrades 
would p r e v a i l ,  and that they would not depart  r a d i c a l l y  from 
p o l i c i e s  w i th  which they have been so., s teongly  i d e n t i f i e d .  

As f o r  t h e  ques t ion ,  first, of whether M a 0  w i l l  cont inue 
t o  dominate the Chinese p a r t y ,  w e  t h ink  tha t ,  as of March 1962, 
he does still dominate it, However, t he  most r ecen t  evidence 
of h i s  deterioration--even i f  no specific d i so rde r  can be 
i d e n t i f i e d  with confidence--seems to  u s  t o  leave  t h e  ques t ion  
open for t he  f u t u r e .  Whereas, as we have said before, Ma0 i n  
good heal th  would c e r t a i n l y  not  consent  t o  be a dummy for other 
leaders, one whose prestige was used t o  endorse policies which 
were not his own, Mao in dec l ine ,  and unable t o  produce any 
respectable work, would probably become' ,,increw ing ly  dependent 
on o t h e r  leaders t o  formulate h i s  vaguely--conceived policies, 
t o  exp la in  and re-exmine and adapt those p o l i c i e s ,  and t o  
conceal h i s  t r u e '  cond i t i an  from t h e  p a r t y  masses and populace. 
This  might w e l l  come t o  e n t a i l  a degree of dependence in which 
Mao would be only  t h e  nominal leader of t h e  par ty .  

confident  thah  we were a f e w  months ago t h a t  Ma0 w i l l  continue 
even as the  nominal leader o f . t h e  par ty .  That is, i f  he feels 
t h a t  h i s  heal th  w i l l  not remain good enough for  the  next seve ra l  
years so that he w i l l  be able t o  do h i s  job-ol: jobs, as chair- 
man of the  c e n t r a l  committee and (therefore) of the  politburo,  
and s e n i o r  member of the  p o l i t b u r o  s tanding  committee (super- 
pol i tburo)--his  devotion t o  the  p a r t y  and its cause might w e l l  
be such t h a t  he would prefer t o  res ign .  A r e s i g n a t i o n  on t h e  
genuine grounds of age and inf i rmi ty- -a  r e s igna t ion  w e l l  pub- 
l lci ted in advance, as the r e s i g n a t i o n  from the government 
cwirmanship  w a s  not-would c u t  much of the ground from under 
unwelcome sxmculatlon t h a t  he had been pushed out for his fa i l -  

Seuondly, in t h e , l i g h t  of a l l  evidence, we are also less 

, .  

'.' '. 

I _, .. . . I. r,  

, . .. . .  

( .  

. .  

uces. 
of power in order t o  ensure t h a t  h i s  wishes were carried ou t ,  
t h i e  cons idera t ion  would  no longer  operate i f  h i s  dec l ine  had 
a l ready  made or would soon make him so dependent on others 

As f o r  h i s  poss ib l e  desire to  r e t a i n  t h e  in s t rumen t s  

t h a t  he had no such assurance i n  any case. In such circumstances,  
he might w e l l  wish t o  use h i s  remaining power and p r e s t i g e  t a  
t r y  t o  effect a smooth t r a n s i t i o n  for Liu--in the  belief t h a t  
L i u  and his party-machine associates would be the  most l i k e l y  
t o  c a r r y  on his p o l i c i e s .  Thus w e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  view which 
we he ld  in t h e  years  1956-58, before the  "time of t roubles"  
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f o r  Mao's p o l i c i e s  came upon him: t h a t  there is a strong 
poss ib i l i ty - -a lmost  an even chance--that Mao w i l l  s t e p  aside, 
and become honorary chairman of t h e  p a r t y ,  a t  t h e  N i n t h  Con- 
gress, presumably t o  be held t h i s  year,  There is also t he  J I  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Mao w i l l  r e s i g n  from h i s  p a r t y  posts by 
s*:sges: t h a t ' , i s ,  t h a t  he w i l l  g i v e  up h i s  pos t  on t h e  stand-, 
ing commit tee ,while  remaining chairman of t h e  c e n t r a l  committe 
and p o l i t b u r o ;  or t ha t  he w i l l  have t h e  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  " 

changed aga in  so t h a t  he can g i v e  up the  p o l i t b u r o  chairmanship 
wh i l e  remaining chairman of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee; or, perhaps 
t h e  most s e n s i b l e  course, tha t  he w i l l  r e t a i n  the- s tanding  
committee pos t  w h i l e  g iv ing  up t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and Qo1j.t- 
buro chairmanship to Liu, t h u s  a r ranging  t h e  success ion .  

Th i rd ly ,  as for  t h e  ques t ion  of whether Mao w i l l  be pushed 
o u t  of t h e  p a r t y  chairmanship i f ' h e  does not choose to  r e s i g n ,  
his cond i t ion  might be r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  too.  If h i s  degree 
of dependence on other leaders is or becomes such  t h a t  he is , 

only  t h e  nominal leader of t h e  p a r t y ,  then  of course he could 
be pushed o u t .  However, he could probably have been p u s r  
o u t  a t  any time i n  the  pas t  s e v e r a l  years  i f  the  party-machine 
f igures  around L i u  Shao-chi had defected from him, so t h e  key 
ques t ion  he re  is whether h i s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  may become such t h a t  
t h i s  group w i l l  have reason t o  defect. We cont inue t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  t h i s  group probably w i l l  no t  t u r n  aga ins t  Yao s i m p l y  for 
t h e  fa i lures  t h e y  have shared w i t h  him; and t h e  case is not  
impressive for t he  kind of i l l n e s s  t h a t  would give.  them a new 
i n c e n t i v e  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  him--i.e., an i l l n e s s  which might I 

m a k e  h i m  r e f u s e  t o  r e l y  on those leaders and withdraw h i s  
f avor  from them. Thus t h e  matter remains much as it seemed 
a f e w  months ago--that t h e  t h r e a t s  t o  Mao from va r ious  combina 
t i o n s  of o t h e r  leaders add up o n l y  t o  a f a i r  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
h i s  involuntary  removal--a weaker p o s s i b i l i t y  (we t h i n k  now) 
than  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  he w i l l  v o l u n t a r i l y  s t e p  aside. 

.- 

< -  

Four th ly ,  as for the  ques t ion  of Mao's successor  and h i s  I 

pol ic ies ,  Liu would still be expected t o  succeed, i f  Mao were 
to  s t e p  aside or t o  d ie  i n  t h e  near  future--and even if Mao 
were t o  be pushed o u t ,  u n l e s s  L i u  were t o  s tand w i t h  Mao in 
an unsuccessful  attempt t o  prevent  t h e  l a t t e r  a c t i o n .  However, 
along w i t h  t h e  abiding cons ide ra t ion  tha t  one cannot a s sume  
L i u ' s  complete devot ion t o  Mao's p o l i c i e s  i n  any case, t h e  
ques t ion  of the degree and character of Mao's d e c l i n e  may be 
r e l e v a n t  to L l u ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  toward Mao's p o l i c i e s :  Mao's 
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i l l nes s  could s e r v e  either as a reason or a p r e t e x t  for modify- 
i n g  those  p o l i c i e s .  (Cf .  t h e  cooperat ion of S t a l i n ' s  l i e u t e n -  
a n t s  i n  h i s  policies before h i s  death, despi te  t h e i r  susp ic ion  
at  t h e  time--asserted later--that some of these p o l i c i e s  de- 
r i v e d  from mental  i l l n e s s ,  and then the  e a r l y  a l t e r a t i o n  of 
t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  by some of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  no tab ly  Karushchev.) 
I n h e r i t i n g  t h e  world's l a r g e s t  mess, no longer  obl iged  t o  
p l ease  Mao, and obl iged  i n 6 t e a d " t o  cons ider  the wishes of 
o t h e r s  much more than  has Mao (at least t o  19!56), L i u  might 
f i n d  i n  Mao's i l l n e s s  a face-saving means of modifying some 
of Hao's p o s i t i o n s  subs t an t i a l ly - - in  t h e  interest  of c o n c l l i a t -  
i ng  t h e  pro-Soviet f o r c e s  and t h e  Sovie t  p a r t y  too .  :.~e we 
cont inue t o  b e l i e v e  tha t  t h e  Sino-Soviet dispute  will not  be 
reso lved  under either Hao or L i u ,  w e  would no t  be surpr i sed  
t o  see some improvement under L iu .  Moreover,. as wb have 
o f t e n  s r r r d b e f o r e ,  if L-iu and h i s  party-machine comrades were 
t o  be beaten o u t  or overthrown by an a l l i a n c e  of adminis t ra tor -  
economist f i g u r e s  and m i l i t a r y  leaders around Chou En-lai  or 
some o t h e r  Chinese leader whom we regard as comparatively pro- 
Sovie t ,  a marked improvement i n  the Sino-Soviet re1ationsl:ip 
would seem t o  u s  probable.  
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APPENDIX: NOTES ON MAO'S HEALTH, 1945-1962 

A t  least as e a r l y  as 1945, there w e r e  rumors ofLMao Tse- 
tung ' s  ill h e a l t h .  Rumors of t h i s  kind receded in the s p r i n g  
of 1945, when he gave a long, well-organized, and c r a f t y  re- 
port t o  t h e  CCP's 7 th  congress--"On Coal it ion Government"-- 
whiah w a s  soon published, and in August-September 1945, when 
he appeared in Chungking for s i x  weeks of nego t i a t ions  w i t h  
t he  Na t iona l i s t s .  He w a s  la ter  credited with having w r i t t e n  
t w o  important articles, not published a t  thb  t i m e ,  before and 
after the nego t i a t ions ,  and he published some brief s ta tements  
in tha t  period. ~ Q O D  after re tu rn ing  t o  Yenan, however, in 
autumn 1945, he wrsir rumored'to be s u f f e r i n g  from a "nervous 
breakdownt*--rumors which may conceivably have reflected h i s  
concern for h i s  eldest daughter,  who w a s  s e r i o u s l y  ill. 

sources) of Mao's ill hea l th  in 1946, b u t  he appeared to  be 
a c t i v e  . - Apart from unpublished d i r e c t i v e s  on par ty  affairs 
and m i l i t a r y  ope ra t ions  ahd an unpublished assessment. of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  la ter  a t t r ibu ted  t o  him, he published 
one article in s p r i n g  1946 and gave &t l e a s t  three in te rv iews  
t o  Weetern observers ,  who reported him t o  seem in good shape. 

There were again rumors (sone at t r ibuted t o  Communist 

Mao was gene ra l ly  o u t  of t he  news in 1947 (the Communists 
were not yet i n  power), b u t  he  w a s  apparently all r i g h t .  Apart  
from unpublished d i r e c t i v e s  on m i l i t a r y  operations later at- 
t r i b u t e d  t o  h i m ,  i n  December 1947 he gave another major r e p o r t  
t o  a p a r t y  meeting, "The Present  Situation and Our  Tasks," 
whiah w a s  soon published. 

In 1948, apa r t  from a number of p a r t y  and m i l i t q y  direc- 
t i v e s  and miscellaneous articles and commentaries later at- 
t r i bu ted  t o  him, M a 0  gave a speech to  p a r t y  cadres on p a r t y  
work, m U  he wrote an article for t h e  Cominform Journal ,  both 
published a t  the t i m e .  

very a c t i v e .  Apart from a series of commentaries throughout 
t h e  year la ter  a t t r ibuted t o  him, in January he gave a speech 
(published) on t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ;  in March he at tended a 

In 1949 there were rumors t h a t  Ma0 had cancer ,  b u t  he w a a  
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p a r t y  plenum; in April  he made a s ta tement  (published) on t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Pact ;  in J u l y  he published a maor article, "On t h e  
People ' s  Democratic Dictatorship" (a f a i r l y  f rank  account of 
Communist i n t e n t i o n s ,  once in power), and in the  same month 
he spoke t o  a f r o n t  group. Mao w a s  rumored in summer 1949 t o  
have had a stroke, and indeed a photograph of him a t  t h e  time 
gave him more of t h e  appearance of a man who had suffered a 
stroke than  has  any photograph released by t h e  regime s i n c e  
t h a t  t i m e ;  however, Mao soon appeared, t o  speak again t o  a 
fron$ group, and t h e  rumors receded. He went t o  Moscow i n  
December, and he made s e v e r a l  speeches there, a l l  publ ished.  

w i t h  S t a l i n  and others which produced the Sipo-Soviet treaty 

speeches (one in February, t w o  i n  June) and wrote an artic1e;l ' ' )  

all of these were publ ished.  O t h e r  production in 1950 h a s  not  
ye t  been a t t r ibu ted  to him. 

In 1951 Mao w a s  o u t  of t h e  news for  the  first four  months 
(apar t  from s i n g l e  appearances in Peiping in January and Feb- 
r u a r y ) ,  rumored t o  be ill wi th  tuberculosis or hear t  o r  kidney 
d i sease  (and reported by some sources t o  be dead), and it w a s  
a l l eged ly  confirmed by h i p i n g ' s  Foreign Minis t ry  t h a t  he w a s  
ill. However, the  explanat ion may be t h a t  he w a s  mourning the  
death of h i s  elder son in t h e  Korean war in l a t e  1950; even 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  he w a s  repor ted  to  be s u f f e r i n g  fro? t h i s  
loss. Mao reappeared on May Day 1951, s t r o n g  enough t o  s t a n d  
fo r  five hours in t he  sun, and he gave an in te rv iew a t  t h a t  
t h e .  He spoke on t h e  ' l i b e r a t i o n '  of T i b e t  i n  May (publ ish-  
ed) ,  and he spoke twice t o  a f r o n t  group in October (also pub- 
l i shed ) .  
and cor rupt ion  in December. 

again was rumored t o  be ill; b u t  again some Western observers  
had interviews w i t h  h i m  and reported him t o  be looking good. 
No product ion w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i m  for 1952 a t  the  t i m e ,  al- 
though as f u r t h e r  volumes of his.works appear it may be said 
t h a t  he wrote some t h i n g s  in 1952. 

biao re turned  t o  China in February 1950 after the  talks 

(14 February 1950). During 1950 he made a t  least three a . 

He wrote an ar t ic le  for t h e  campaign aga ins t  w a s t e  

Mao w a s  o u t  of t he  new6 much .of t h e  time i n  1952, and 

In 1953, Mao spoke t o  a f r o n t  group In February (publ ish-  
ed) and wrote a brief eulogy following Stalin's death in March. 
In t h e  same month, he spoke t o  a CCP conference, and, f o r  t h e  
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first t i m e  in yea r s ,  a speech by Ma0 i d e n t i f i e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
w 8 9  no t  publ ished a t  t h e  t i m e ;  there seemed no p a r t i c u l a r  
reason f o r  t h i s ,  as t h e  Kao-Jao challenge t o  t h e  p a r t y  lead- 
ers (not so much t o  Mao as to L i u  Shao-chi and Chou En-lai) ,  
which could have explained a secret speech, apparent ly  d i d  not  
develop u n t i l  l a te r  in t h e  year .  (There is no c l u e  as t o  
whether t h i s  unpublished speech was a major speech.)  As a 
no te  on Mao'e f i t n e s s ,  he w a s  said t o  have climbed some 35 
mountains in the cpurse of 1953. 

Mao was o u t  of the  new8 from December 1953 t o  mid-March 
1954, sa id  t o  be "on holiday" dur ing  the  p a r t y  plenum in Feb- 
r u a r y  which s u r f  aced the  Kao-Jao case-an embarrassment t o  
Mao, who had been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  sponsor of Kao Kang--and ex- 
p e l l e d  t h i s  p a i r  of his l i e u t e n a n t s  from t h e  pa r ty ,*  Reap- 
pear ing  b r i e f l y  in March, r epor t ed ly  much t h i n n e r ,  he was '< ? 
again o u t  of t h e  news for  most of Apri l .  There were t w o  more 
unexplained absences from e a r l y  May t o  mid-June and from e a r l y  
J u l y  t o  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  and t h e r e  were again r u m o r s  (some from 
Communist sources)  t h a t  he was s e r i o u s l y  ill. He reappeared 
in August f o r  conversa t ions  wi th  some high-level  B r i t  ish 
v i s i to r s ,  who were divided as t o  whether he looked good or 
bad but agreed t h a t  he  wa;8 not ve ry  forthcoming in the  conver- 
Sat ions. He rece ived  t h e  Khrushchev-Bulganin delegat ion in 
September and October and t h e n  w a s  aga in  o u t  of t h e  news, with- 
out explana t ion ,  a l l  of November. As i n  1952, Mao w a s  no t  
c r e d i t e d  wi th  any production i n  1954, and t h i s ,  t oge the r  with 
h i s  many unexplained absences,  gave some c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  re- 
p o r t s  t h a t  he had been ill. 

Ma0 was' ou t  of the news again ,  without  explana t ion ,  in 
January 1956. He w a s  back in Peip ing  in February, when he 
gave a br ief  speech and appeared t o  be s u f f e r i n g  from a con- 
g e s t i o n  i n  t h e  t h r o a t .  In March, he gave a speech t o  a p a r t y  
conference on the c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e ;  t h i s  was 
no t  publ ished.  Mao apparent ly  missed the  p a r t y  plenum i n  
Apr i l ,  and a Middle Eas te rn  o f f i c i a l  who had an in te rv iew w i t h  

. .  . 
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*BY 1954 , M a 0  was apparent ly  t a k i n g  a t  least two vaca t ions  
. each year-one in t h e  summer, one i n  t h e  winter--a p r a c t i c e  

which he has  con t inued .  

- iii - 



. .  .. . 

Mao i n  May r e p o r t e d  (a) t h a t  Mao d i d  not  have t h e  use of h i s  
l e f t  hand (which sugges t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a s t r o k e  before  
t ha t  time), and (b) tha t  Chinese Communist o f f ic ia l s  had 
said t o  h i m  t h a t  Mao was p a r t i a l l y  paralyzed.  In May, t h e  
Chinese press f o r  t h e  first time reported t h a t  Mao was swim- 
ming-in h i s  home town. i n  Hunan, a place he might r ewonab ly  
choose t o  r ecupe ra t e  i n .  He was back in Peiping i n  l a t e  May, 
r e c e i v i n g  v i s i t o r s ,  and he rece ived  Ho C h i  Minh there in la te  
J u n e .  There w a s  no record  of Yao in J u l y  u n t i l  31 J u l y ,  when 
he gave a major speech i n  which he reversed  the l i n e  of the  
e n t i r e  pg r ty  leadership on t he  ques t ion  of t he  speed of col- 
l e c t i v i z a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e ;  t h i s  speech, d i r e c t i n g  a great 
speed-up of the process, was not  publ ished u n t i l  October, al- 
though t h i s  might be explained by Mao's wish t o  w a i t  u n t i l  

Mao wasAagain 
' absen t ,  wi thout  explana t ion ,  from 1 Augus t  t o  l a t e  September. 
He was back i n  October for  Nat ional  Day and for a p a r t y  ple- 
num, a t  which he made t h e  opening and summary speeches, un- 
pub1 ished , attacking conservatism i n  economic planning.  He 
made another speech i n  t h e  same month, Unpublished b u t  sum- 
marized, on t h e  socialist  t ransformat ion  of i ndus t ry  and com- 
merce, He was absent  again,  without explana t ion ,  i n  November, 
b u t  he r e tu rned  in December, apparent ly  making another unpub- 
l i shed  speech i n  which he introduced t h e  l i n e  of "greater, 
faster,  better, and more economical" product ion (which was 
t o  become t h e  basis of t h e  "general  l i n e "  of 1958-1960), and . 
also w r i t i n g  an in t roduc t ion  (published) t o  a book on t h e  up: 
surge of socialism ( t h e  speedup) in the  count rys ide .  

body i n  January,  on t h e  socialist  t ransformat ion  of agricul- 
t u r e  and i n d u s t r y ;  t h e  speech was summarized. He w a s  i n  the 
news i n  February,  b u t  o u t  again,  w i t h o u t  explana t ion ,  in March. 

publ ished the  first of its two long art icles c r i t i c i z i n g  de- 
S t a l i n i z a t i o n  and d ispens ing  counsel t o  t h e  Sovie t  p a r t y  and 
t h e  e n t i r e  Communist movement; t h i s  ar t ic le  was probably w r i t -  
t e n  in p a r t  by Mao, and the  main l i n e s  of it clearly reflected 
h i s  p o s i t i o n s .  In t h e  same. month he made an unpublished 
speech on " t en  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  (mainly economic), and he i n c i t e d  
t h e  w i l d l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  goal of an inc rease  of 150 percent  

11 he could be sure t h e  program would succeed. 

Mao w a s  a c t i v e  throughout  1956. 'He spoke t o  a government 

. H e  was back i n  t h e  news in Apr i l ,  and i n  t h a t  month t h e  CCP 

. in a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion i n  12 years. 
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Mao appeared on May Day 1956, and remained s t and ing  f o r  
8 four-hour review of t h e  parade. In t h a t  month, he i n t r o -  
duced t h e  "hundred flowers" progr-, h i s  ill-fated exper i- 
m e n t  w i t h  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  in China (encouraging cri t icism from 
outside t h e  pa r ty ) .  In May and June, he r epor t ed ly  swam the 
Yangtze three times (a f a t  man, he floats e a s i l y ,  and swimming 
is on ly  m i l d  e x e r c i s e  f o r  him). A t  that  t i m e  he was said t o  
look a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  he t o l d  one source  t h a t  he w a s  t i red- - the  
first of many such a s s e r t i o n s .  He w a s  back i n  Pe ip ing  i n  June, 
and then  spen t  J u l y  and Augus t  a t  a vaca t ion  resort (Chinwang- 
tao), r e t u r n i n g  t o  Pe ip ing  i n  August f o r  the p a r t y  plenum which 
prepared for  the party's 8 t h  Congress in September. H e  made 
a brief opening speech (publ ished)  at t h e  congress,  ske t ch ing  
t h e  l i n e a  of t h e  major reports by o t h e r s  which followed; and 

1 %  i l l n e s s  and apparent ly  chronic  weariness  ,by provid ing  for an 
"honorary chairman" of t h e  par ty- -c lear ly  a p rov i s ion  f o r  Mao 
when he might choose o r  be forced t o  retire.  

l i shed )  in t h a t  month, wrote a br ief  art icle in Novtmber, and 
made t h e  summary speech, itself summarized, t o  a p a r t y  plenum 
t h e  same month. 
an o ld  man and expected t o  d i e  soon; and i n  f i lms of M a 0  t aken  
tha t  month he Indeed looked old, slow, and vague, a l though h i s  
v o i c e  w a s  sa id  t o  be " f i r m  and con t ro l l ed . "  H e  w a s  absent  
again in December, wi thout  explana t ion ,  b u t  in l a te  December 
t h e  CCP published its second long  art icle on t h e  problems 
a r i s i n g  from d e s t a l i n i z a t i o n ,  t h i s  one directed mainly t o  in- 
trabloc r e l a t i o n s ;  aga in  t h e  art icle c lear ly  reflected Mae's 
pos i t  ions. 

I t h e  congress  underl ined t h e  earlier evidence of Mao's periodic 

He remained i n  Pe ip ing  i n  October, spoke b r i e f l y  (pub- 

H e  reportedly said i n  November t h a t  he w a s  

. 
sometime i n  t h e  first s i x  months of 1957. H e  w a s  o u t  of t h e  
news again,  without  explana t ion ,  in e a r l y  January. In Febru- 
a r y  he gave a long speech, "On Correc$ly Handling Contradic- 

with l i b e r a l i z a t i o n ,  and i n  the  course of which h e . r e p o r t e d l y  
described himself $s an o l d  man and said tha t  he would be 
glad when he could l a y  down h i s  burden. A Western correspond-. 
eat quoted s e v e r a l  persons who had heard t h i s  February speech 
as say ing  t h a t  it was a l ldisorganized" performance, w i t h  many 
mistakes i n  fact ,  and given in a very rambling manner; r e p o r t s  
of t h e  t e x t  confirmed t h e  rambling manner, hnd a l s o  that' t h e  

Mao may have had a stroke (possibly a second stroke) < 

- t i o n s  Among the  People,1t which reaffirmed h i s  experiment 
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argument wal ra ther  incoherent .  . This speech was not  pub- 
l i s h e d  u n t i l  June, when a much-revised ve r s ion  appeared. 
Mao spoke again on ' ?cont rad ic t ions"  t o  a conference of pro- 
pagand i s t s  in March or A p r i l ;  t h i s  was also unpubl ished,  b u t  
i t  was r e p o r t e d l y  more t igh t ly-organized  than  t h e  February 
speech. He spoke a t  some ceremonial occasions i n  Apr i l ;  and 
in mid-May (a month when he was said t o  be swimming aga in ) ,  
he m a d e  an unpublished speech t o  a youth congress in which he 
denounced "devia t  ionsr* from socialism ( h i s  experiment w i t h  
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  w a s  t hen  c o l l a p s i n g ,  and undisc ip l ined  forces 
among Communist partiea i n  Eas t e rn  Europe were t ak ing  more 
comfort from Mao's pronouncements on i n t r a b l o c  r e l a t i o n s  than  
he wished). 1 

Mao w a s  o u t  of t he  news, wi thou t  explana t ion ,  from m i d -  
May t o  l a t e  June 11957. 
e a r l y  J u l y ,  and in l a te  J u l y  went t o  a seaside town (Tsingtao),  
f o r  vaca t ion  o r  recupera t ion .  During J u l y  (according t o  of- 
f i c i a l  sou rces  la ter) ,  he pres ided  over  a p a r t y  conference and 
set ou t  t h e  main l i n e s  of t h e  nation-wide " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  
movement ( r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s ta te  of mind 
which had become apparent in t he  experiment w i t h  liberaliza- 
t i o n )  which followed; his speech w a s  not  published. He 
rece ived  more v i s i t o r s  in August  in Tsingtao and i n  e a r l y  
September w a s  repor ted ly  swimming again.  Of two off ic ia l  ac- 
counts  of h i s  movements a t  t h a t  time, one suggested tha t  he 
tired eas i ly  when walking, and another  observed t h a t  he walked 
w i t h  " f i r m  steps". both should probably be taken as evidence 
tha t  he had r e c e n h y  su f fe red  an i l l n e s s  which affected h i s  
locomotion, as there would be no reason for  t h e  first of f ic ia l  
source t o  s a y  tha t  Mao was having t r o u b l e  if he w a s  not ,  and 
no reason for  the second t o  ca l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  ' I f  i r m "  g a i t  
if it were not  in ques t ion .  

Back in Peip ing  by mid-September, Yao in September and 
October 1957 held many audiences.  He spoke to another  p a r t y .  
plenum a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  apparent ly  c h a r t i n g  the bold new course  
of s o c i a l i s t  cons t ruc t ion  in China which w a s  t o  lead t o  t h e  
"leap forward1? and commune programs. T h i s  speech a l s o  w a s  un- 
published--again possibly owing t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of t he  sub- 
j e c t .  In t he  same period Mao was reported, after f o u r  months 
of s l i g h t  a c t i v i t y ,  t o  be looking t h i n  and jm photographs 
and f i l m s  confirmed t h i s .  

He rece ived  people in Shanghai in 
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Good evidence t h a t  Mbao had indeed been ill came i n  la te  
1957 88 a r e s u l t  of Mao's appearances i n  Moscow i n  November. 
In Moscow, he made two b r i e f  pub l i c  speeches and one of mod- 
erate l eng th ,  a l l  publ ished or summarized, b u t  t w o  of which 
seemed t o  have been w r i t t e n  some weeks before de l ive ry ;  t hese  
were Mao's l a s t  publ ished speeches of any kind.  He a l s o  made 
a long speech, no t  available a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  a c losed  s e s s i o n  
of t h e  Sovie t  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee. Despi te  h i s  a b i l i t y  

. t o  make a long speech, Chinese Communist open sources at t h e  L 

t i m e  confirmed tha t  he had t r o u b l e  walking and t h a t  he needed 
f requent  and prolonged rests. Var ious  sources repor ted  him 
t o  be looking ill and exhausted. And f i l m s  of t h e  v i s i t  showed 1 

him t h i n ,  haggard, almost unrecognizable.  There was a 
t h a t  M a 0  i n  Moscow had remarked tha t  he had LG? ve-year p l an  but  d i d  notAexpect t o  l i v e  through it. 

come through, or w a s  still s u f f e r i n g  from, a s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s ,  
soon came t o  hand. ne w a s  c red ib ly  reported t o  have made h i s  
two-hour speech t o  t h e  Soviet  p a r t y  meeting i n  a sea t ed  posi-  
t i o n  throughout.  Moreover, c r e d i b l e  accounts  of t h i s  speech 
ind ica t ed  t h a t  Mao himself had r e f e r r e d  t o  a r e c e n t  i l l n e s s  
(unspec i f ied) ;  and t h a t . t h e  speech (a pre l iminary  vers ion  of 
Mao's cha l lenge  t o  Khrushchev's world s t r a t e g y ) ,  . i n  add i t ion  
t o  i l l u s t r a t i n g  Mao's characterist ic h u b r i s ,  was disorganized 
and rambling i n  t h e  same way t h e  February 1957 speech had been 
r epor t ed  t o  be--giving some substance,  on both counts ,  t o  Khru- 
shchev 's  subsequent d e s c r i p t i o n s  of Mao as a man who had l o s t  
touch with r ea l i t y .  As f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d i so rde r ,  it w a s  
not  u n t i l  1961 t h a t  it was repor ted  h a t  
Mao himself i n  November 1957 had stited t h  at  h i s  doctor: had 
t o l d  him he had ' 'brain aniemia," which is a layman's term for 
c e r e b r a l  ischemia. 

W '  
, 

Addit ional  evidence t h a t  Mao as of late 1957 had j u s t  

Throughout 1958, t h e r e  was an unprecedented emphasis, 
i n  an unprecedented number of a r t i c l e s  on Mao's a c t i v i t i e s ,  
on Mao's glowing hea l th .  Peiping was clearly p r o t e s t i n g  t o o  
much. 

I 

After making t r i p s  t o  Chekiang and Shantung f o r  p a r t y  
meetings i n  December 1957 (he made a t  least  13 t r i p s  in 1957, 
an all-time h igh) ,  Mao was i n  Hangchow (a vaca t ion  r e s o r t )  
and Nanning i n  January 1958, and was . a l l eged ly  swimming again,  

I 
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d e s p i t e  t h e  co ld ;  he a l l e g e d l y  "walked s w i f t l y "  (again there 
w a s  no need t o  comment on t h i s ,  i f  he was having no t r o u b l e  
in walking); he was photbgraphed holding a plow, and he w a s  
sa id  t o  have plowed one fur row;  a f i l m  of t h e  t i m e  showed his 
l e f t  arm he ld  a b i t  s t i f f l y ,  b u t  he appeared able t o  u s e  it 
when he chose t o .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  he gave a speech (unpublished) 
t o  a p a r t y  conference on "60 methods of work," urging da r ing  
in thought and a c t i o n ,  advancing t h e  concept of ' tuninterrupted 
revolut ion1 '  in economic development, and (probably) formulat-  
i ng  the genera l  l i n e  of t h e  next  three years ("aim high,  g 
a l l - o u t , "  e t c . ) .  . 

Mao w a s  in t h e  Northeast i n  February and i n  the  South 
w e s t  (Szechuan) in March, where he pres ided  over  the p a r t y  
conference which conceived the  commune program and adopted the  
mass l i n e  for i n d u s t r i a l  development ( the 'backyard steel '  
program and similar ven tu res ) ;  we  do not  know whether he 
spoke a t  t ha t  conference.  He was a t  Wuhan i n  Apr i l ,  when he  
wrote a one-page article, ' Introducing a Cooperat ive, '  pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  first Red Flag in June. 

Mae was in Kwangtung in e a r l y  May 1958, and then  r e t u r n e d  
t o  Peiping i n  May for the  second session of the  p a r t y ' s  8 t h  
Congress, looking fa t te r  than  i n  the  win te r  b u t  a l s o  still  look- 
ing tired.* H e  made a speech, seated, t o  the  congress;  t h i s  
speech, unpublished, may have concerned t h e  commune program; 
or he may have made another  on t h i s  subject,  and, if so, t h i s  
one a l s o  was not  published. Be rece ived  some people in Junk' 
and J u l y ,  and he made an gnpublished speech t o  an enlarged m e e t -  
ing of t h e  p a r t y ' s  m i l i t a r y  committee in J u l y .  

In l a t e  J u l y  and e a r l y  Augus t  1958, Mao ta lked  w i t h  Khru- 
shchev i n  Peiping (there was a brief communique), and he l e f t  
immediately thereafter t o  promote the  commune program through- 
out China. Mao was Oh tour in most of August  and ear ly  Septem- 
ber, In t he  c r i t i ca l  per iod  of t h e  regime's unsuccessfu€ ven- 
t u r n  in t h e  Taiwan S t ra i t .  He r e t u r n e d  in early September t o  

, -- 

*Recapi tulat ing t h e  evidence a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w e  noted tha t  
. t h e  evidence suggested,  a t  a minimum, tha t  Mao could not  work 

as hard as he once d id .  
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speak t o  a Supreme S t a t e  Conference: t h e  speech, summarized, 
e v i d e n t l y  defended h i s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  developing d i s p u t e  
w i t h  t h e  Sovie t  pa r ty .  He then  resumed h i s  t o u r ,  and i n  Sep- 
tember he was a l l e g e d l y  swimming seven times; o f f i c i a l  sources 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he walked f o r  an hour without a rest, on another  

s t e p s . "  H i s  locomotion appa ren t ly  had improved a l i t t l e  s i n c e  

an gooa n eaith an4 f u l l  of energy; t w o  of Mao's poems, appar- 
e n t l y  w r i t t e n  in 1958, w e r e  published in October. In November, 

I occasion "walked s t e a d i l y ,  and on another with "confident  

, l a te  1957. In  or abou t  October 1958, I 
(I n l m  LOOKAXlg 

t h e  regime publ ished a compilat ion of Mao's earlier works on 
t h e  theme of t h e  "paper t iger," a compilation aimed i n  p a r t  
at  exp la in ing  away t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Taiwan Strait  venture;  
no recently-produced material was included or even said t o  
e x i s t .  

of r e l i n q u i s h i n g  h i s  burden: 
an ' ' important speech" (unpublished, though later extracted) 
sa id  t h a t  i n  accord w i t h  a desire Mao i n  r ecen t  yea r s  had "more 
than once expressed,*t  Yao would  no t  s t and  aga in  for t h e  pos t  
of chairman of t h e  government--a ceremonial p o s t ,  of s l i g h t  
importance i n  i t s e l f ,  which made s u b s t a n t i a l  demands on h i s  
time and energy. The s ta tement  said t h a t  Mao would be enabled 
"a l l  t h e  better t o  concen t r a t e  h i s  ene rg ie s  on d e a l i n g  w i t h  
ques t ions  of d i r e c t i o n ,  po l i cy ,  and t h e  l i n e  of t h e  p a r t y  and 
s ta te ,"  and also "to set a s i d e  more t i m e  for Marxis t -Leninis t  
theoretical work." P a r t y  committees were directed t o  exp la in  
t h i s  f u l l y  "so t h a t  there may be no misunderstanding." Be- 
cause t h i s  p a r t y  plenum w a s  one which formalized a number of 
retreats i n  Mao.'s radical domestic programs and t h e  claims made 
for them, many observers  s u r m i s e d  ( i n c o r r e c t l y ,  i n  our view) 
t h a t  Mao w a s  being pushed o u t  of h i s  government pos t .  

, regime showed i tself  s e n s i t i v e  to t h i s  specu la t ion :  f o r  ex- 
ample, Chen Yi, p r i v a t e l y  exp la in ing  t h e  dec i s ion ,  . r e p o r t e d l y  
noted t h a t  Mao on three occas ions  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of 

, -  1958 '(before there w a s  any ques t ion  of modifying h i s  programs) 
had t o l d  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  of h i s  wish  t o  retire;  t h i s  may have 
been t r u e ,  al though none of them repor t ed  it. (Chen r e p o r t e d l y  
also s a i d  t h a t  Mao wished t o  work p a r t i c u l a r l y  on problems of 
underdeveloped areas; and t h a t  he had t o l d  Khrushchev of h i s  
dec i s ion  and Khrushchev bad expressed approval.)  In any case, 
it was c r e d i b l e  t h a t  a man of Mao's dec l in ing  e n e r g i e s  and 

In December 1958 Mao took a s t e p  toward h i s  s t a t e d  goa l  
a p a r t y  plenum a t  which Mao made 

And t h e  
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great p re t ens ions  as a theorist  might indeed wish, j u s t  
as Peiping s a i d ,  t o  u s e  h i s  remaining ene rg ie s  and t i m e  t o  
write t h e  works which would assure him a p lace  beside h i s  
t h r e e  venera ted  teachers, Marx, Lenln, and S t a l l n .  

This  gene ra l  expec ta t ion  of some s u b s t a n t i a l  works from 
Mao was t o  be d isappoin ted .  Not on ly  d i d  he publ i sh  noth- 
ing, but  in 1959 he continued t o  p l a y  t h e  ceremonial r o l e  
which in December 1958 he bad said he wanted t o  be r i d  of .  

On 1 January 1959, when Mao made an appearance, it w a s  
admitted by Peip ing  tha t  he Itwalked slowly,1* and in t h e  e a r l y  
months of 1959 some of h i s  v i s i t o r s  reported him looking un- 
w e l l ,  t i r i n g  e a s i l y  and coughing a l o t .  In February he con- 
t imed t o  r e c e i v e  people,  and he gave " ins t ruc t ions"  t o  a 
p a r t y  meeting a t  Chengchow which appa ren t ly  discussed t h e  
communes. In  March, when he w a s  i n  Wuhan and rece ived  s e v e r a l  
people,  he seemed depressed, and he to ld  a 7 1  that  
he was old  and s i c k .  

. d  

In those e a r l y  months of 1959 t h e  regime was still  i n  a 
per iod  of retreats on t h e  domestic f r o n t ,  and f o r  a t i m e  Mao 
s t ayed  above the  batt le.  In  e a r l y  April, however, Mao presided 
over  a p a r t y  plenum held i n  Shanghai and gave an "important 
speech" (unpublished) on work methods--a speech which apparent ly  
encouraged a retreat. He made another  speech (unpublished) 
t o  a Supreme S t a t e  Conference i n  Apr i l ,  and then went on an 
i n spec t ion  t o u r ,  In May he rece ived  s o m e  people, and he com- 
posed a le t ter  (unpublished) f o r  p a r t y  committees a t  a l l  
leirels i n  which he encouraged conservatism. He r ece ived  some 
v i s i t o r s  ih Peip ing  in t h e  f i r s t  half  of June, and then  l e f t  
Pe ip ing  for the summer. He w a s  o u t  of the  news i n  Ju ly .  In  
August ;  a p a r t y  plenum was held under his 'lguidELnce*' t o  m a k e  
f u r t h e r  r e v i s i o n s  i n  h i s  domestic programs and t o  dea l  w i t h  
the  cha l lenge  t o  h i s  programs by Defense Minis ter  Peng Te-huai 
and o t h e r s ;  Mao made a speech (unpublished) t o  t h i s  plenum 
which as r e p o r t e d  w a s  a t  least  in part  a f o o l i s h  performance 
in which he t e a r f u l l y  threa tened  t o  go back t o  the masses and 
raise another  and more l o y a l  army. This  plenum admitted t h e  
false product ion claims f o r  1958, f u r t h e r  modified the  commune 
program, and made d r a s t i c  r educ t ions  in the  goa l s  f o r  1959, 
b u t  it a l s o  r e p e l l e d  the  l f r i g h t i s t s l l  and prepared for t h e  purge 
of t h e  p a r t y ,  government, and m i l i t a r y  establ ishment  ( t h e  l a t -  
ter was ha rdes t  h i t ) .  
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Anniversary articles (Apr i l ) ,  which, as noted earlier,  were 
a sys t ema t i c  and s c o r n f u l  a t t a c k  on Sovie t  pos i t i ons .*  

Mao made an in spec t ion  tour i n  Shantung i n  ear ly  Map 
(the l a s t  such  tour  r e p o r t e d ) ,  and rece ived  v i s i t o r s  i n  Wuhan 
and Shanghai and Chengchow i n  May; brief remarks a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  him in in te rv iews  were publ ished.  I n  June, while h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t s  were c l a s h i n g  head-on with Khrushchev a t  the  Buch- 
arest conference of parties, Mao continued to r ece ive  v i s i t o r s  
(in Hangchow and Shanghai) and brief remarks were again a t t r i -  
buted t o  h i m ;  t h e  one detai led account of an in te rv iew a t  t h i s  
time suggests tha t  i t  t o o  w t t ~  unproductive. 

Back i n  Peiping i n  J u l y  1960, Mao saw more visitors and 
made f u r t h e r  brief remarks, and the  o f f i c i a l  coverage of h i s  

- - > a c t i v i t i e s  resumed the  practice of p r o t e s t i n g  too much about 
how w e l l  he looked; i n  films, a t  least, he looked poor. I n  
any case, Moscow gave h i m  reason i n  late J u l y  t o  feel very 
bad indeed, as it s t r u c k  a heavy blow t o  Chinese economic and 
m i l i t a r y  development programs by withdrawing t h e  Soviet  tech- 
n i c i a n s .  I n  August and September, Mao rece ived  many v i s i t o r s ,  
a l l e g e d l y  d id  much swimming, and probably found t i m e  t o  dictate 
t h e  main l i n e s  of t h e  Chinese pa r ty  le t ter  t o  t h e  Sovie t  p a r t y  
i n  e a r l y  September i n  which Pe ip ing  s tood  f i r m  i n  the d i spu te  
and f lour i shed  the  s logan  of s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  Throughout Septem- 
ber and October, in Peiping,  Ma0 received '  streams of v i s i t o r s .  
A f o u r t h  (Chinese-language) volume' of Mao's works (wr i t t en  in 
1945-49) appeared a t  t h a t  . t i m e - - w i t H  commentary hgain defending 
h i s  ' p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  ' d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  Sovie t  p a r t y .  

In  autumn 1960 a Western j o u r n a l i s l t  (Edgar Snow) who 
had seen much of Mao i n  t h e  l a t e  1930s had t w o  in te rv iews  
w i t h  him, amounting (Snow said)  t o  n ine  or t e n  hours.  The 
con ten t  of these in te rv iews  was almost e n t i r e l y  "off t h e  
record" for the  press, a t  Mao's r eques t ,  f o r  a ''good reason" 
which Snow did not  s p e c i f y  b u t  which w a s  suggested by t h e  

*Only one source has gone so far  as t o  
assert t ha t  dao actual ly  wr0te 'one of these ar t ic les ;  t h e  u s u a l  . .  
a s s e r t i o n  hab been s imply t h a t  these ar t ic les  embodied bfao's 
thought.  
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con ten t .  t h e  conten t  of 
t h e  i n t e r  -- cn &cornea on Mae's e x p e r l i e n t  w i t h  l i b e r -  
a l i e a t l o n ,  c e r t a i n  of h i s  long-establ ished p o s i t i o n s  on im- 
pe r i a l i sm,  and bu i ld ing  up China t o  meet t h e  needs of t h e  
people--was s l i g h t  and banal .  Snow repor t ed  Mao as i n  "very 
good hea l th"  i n  cons ide ra t ion  of h i s  age (67) and h i s  problems, 
Snow a l s o  noted t h a t  Mao was " Q u i t e  meticuloud' in deta i l s  o f ,  
and had "qu i t e  a fund of s t a t i s t i c s "  about, Chinese  economic 
development; however, Snow w a s  no t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  know whekh- 
er these de ta i l s  were accura t e ,  and, judging from r e p o r t s  of 
some of Mao's performances s i n c e  1957, it is poss ib l e  tha t  
thebe  d e t a i l s  were no t  accurate b u t  i n s t ead  represented  t h e  
''conf abulat ion1' ( f l u e n t  speech w i t h o u t  regard  for facts) ob- 
se rved  i n  cases of s e n i l i t y . '  In some other observa t ions  not  
reported a t  t he  t i m e ,  Snow noted that  Mao was "tired" of a l l  
his problems; noted also t h a t  Mao had declined t o  discuss the 
subjects which Snow had p rev ious ly  raised w i t h  Chou En-lai  
(ques t ions  of c u r r e n t  concern, e .g .  fo re ign  p o l i c y  and i n t r a -  
b loc  r e l a t i o n s ) ;  and, i n d i c a t i n g  why these n ine  or t e n  hours 
of t a l k  had produced so l i t t l e  'of interest ,  noted f u r t h e r  t h a t  
"much t i m e "  had been spen t  by Mao i n  rambling anecdotes  of 
h i s  t rave ls  and of h i s  exper iences  of t he  pas t  20 yea r s .  

p a r t i e s  in Moscow t h e  same month, where h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  clashed 
aga in  wi th  Khrushchev and fo rced  t h e  Soviet  leader t o  back 
down o n > t h e  key issues of a u t h o r i t y  and d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  
movement. Mao continued t o  r e c e i v e  v i s i t o r s  in Peip ing ,  
through November and December. Films of h i m  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
showed h i m  looking o l d ,  slow, and tired, unce r t a in  i n  h i s  
movements b u t  apparent ly  w i t h o u t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  degree of 
p a r a l y s i s  of any l i m b ;  and there was no h d i c a t i o n ' o f  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  .dSisorde.f. 

Mao s t ayed  away from t h e  conference of t h e  81 Communist 

During 1960 t h e  Chinese press repor t ed  nothing about any 
in spec t ion  t o u r s  (as  d i s t i n c t  from vaca t ions)  Mao may have 
made after May, and the  chances are t h a t  he had s topped making 
them. Also, as i n  1952 and 1954, no product ion of any kind 
w 8 8  claimed f o r  Mao f o r  t he  year  1960, although it may la te r  
be claimed o f f i c i a l l y  t h a t  he d i d  indeed write some of t h e  
Lenin Anniversary m a t e r i a l  and o t h e r  t h i n g s .  
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In e a r l y  1961, t h e  Chinese p a r t y  aff i rmed a po l i cy  of 
cont inued de f i ance  of t h e  USSR (without polemics) and of 
cont  inued retreats from r a d i c a l  domestic programs. Mao "pre- 
s ided over" t h e  p a r t y  plenum of January 1961, i n  Peiping,  
which formalized some of t h e  r e t r e a t s ;  no speech by Mao was 
reported. He rece ived  s e v e r a l  de l ega t ions  dur ing  January; 
t h e  only  account of one of these in te rv iews  sugges ts  t h a t  t h i s  
one too was unproductive.  He was i n  Hangchow i n  February 
(poss ib ly  on vaca t ion)  where he r ece ived  a t  least  one v i s i -  
t o r ;  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  s e v e r a l  reports of unproductive in te rv iews  
i n  r e c e n t  years, Mao appeared t o  advantage--fairly l i v e l y  and 
sharp--in t h i s  adcourit.  H e  w a s  o u t  of t h e  news f o r  m o s t  of 
March, b u t  held r ecep t ions  i n  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s  i n  A p r i l .  ( H i s  
movements'in March and April-were not  repor ted  as an inspec- 
t i o n  tour.) He appeared i n  Shanghai on May Day, s ay ing  noth- 
ing,  and w a s  o u t  of t h e  news for the  rest of May. In June, 
he r ece ived  s e v e r a l  de l ega t ions  i n  Peiping.  I 1 

r epor t ed  t h a t  Mao's "bra in  
IS bad." A l t h  ough t h  e source  had s i r v e d  i n  China,  he did n o t  
know Mao personal ly;  and w e  cannot judge whether t h i s  asser- 
t i o n  r ep resen ted  rumors he had picked up from the  Chinese o r  
t h e  view which Moscow was known to  be encouraging. 

Fu r the r  i n f e r e n t i a l  evidence of Mae's d e c l i n e  came on 1 
J u l y  1961, which was the  40th anniversary  of the CCP. This  
w a s  a big occasion,  and Mao shou ld  have made a speech or w r i t -  
t e n  an ar t ic le ;  not  even brief remarks were reported. L i u  
Shao-chi made t h e  appropr ia te  speech. Mao was i n  Hangchow 
again < (poss ib ly  - on vacat ion)  in J u l y  and A u g u s t ,  made re- 
t u r n  ca l l s  on some v i s i t o r s .  He recePved more v i s i t o r s  in 
Hangchow and Wuhan i n  September. In  f i lms  of t h a t  t i m e ,  he 
still looked t i red,  b u t  again .hoChing more : 

sha l  Montgomery,whose impressions of Mao may be worth more 
than  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  observa t ions .  Montgomery s a i d  t h a t  Mao had 
aged cons iderably  j u s t  s i n c e  Montgomery's l a s t  meeting w i t h  
h i m  i n  s p r i n g  1960.* He sa id  a l s o  t h a t  Mao w a s  w e a k  on h i s  

In September 1961 Mao talked again ( i n  Wuhan) w i t h  Mar- 

*A  number of Chinese Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s  on Nat ional  
Day (1 October), apparent ly  on o r d e r s  from t h e  c e n t e r ,  pub- 
l i s h e d  old rather than  c u r r e n t  p ic tures  of Mao--pictures 
d a t i n g  appapeot ly  from 1959. 
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legs and had a cons t an t  male a t t endan t  who held h i s  arm when 
he  walked. He sa id  f u r t h e r  t h a t  Mao had h i s  personal  physi- 

. cian around a t  a l l  times. 

Back i n  Pe ip ing  in la te  September, Mao received'some v i s i -  
t o r s ,  appeared on Nat ional  Day, rece ived  more v i s i t o r s  in 
e a r l y  October, and appeared a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  i n  l a t e  October t o  
welcome Chou En- la i ,back  from Moscow--a token of Mao's p l easu re  
in Chou'.s def l ance  of Khrushchev a t  t he  Moscow meeting. In 
November he r ece ived  some v i s i t o r s ,  and i n  December ( a l l  or 
almost a l l  of which he spen t  in Hangchow), he rece ived  some 
de lega t  ions.  On 26 December, Mao's 68th b i r thday ,  Pravda 
p r i n t e d  an article by Hungary's Kadar which critici-inese 
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet d i s p u t e  and then  made the e x p l i c i t  
charge of a " s e n i l e  d i sorder"  aga ins t  those holding such \ 

p o s i t i o n s ;  although Mao was not  named, both t h e  d a t e  and t h e  
contex t  made it clear t h a t  t h i s  was a shot a t  Mao, t h e  culmina- 
t i o n  of a Sovie t  effort  s i n c e  mid-1960 to have Mao regarded 
(whether c o r r e c t l y  or not)  as s e n i l e .  In t h e  same period, 
stories t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Mao w a s  s e n i l e  -re c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  
some of t h e  Western European Communist p a r t i e s .  

Again i n  1961, as s i n c e  May 1960, t h e  Chinese p r e s s  re- 
por t ed  nothing about any in spec t ion  t o u r s  Mao may have made. 
And again i n  1961, as i n  1960, no product ion of any kind w a s  
claimed f o r  Mao f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year. This  was . the  first t i m e  
i n  Mao's career t h a t  t h e r e  had been a pe r iod  of two years  
w i t h  no known (or  even claimed) product ion,  although t h e  claim 
may be made l a t e r .  

Mao made s e v e r a l  appearances i n  Pe ip ing  i n  January and 
e a r l y  February 3962, zhen was a u t ' o f  t h e  news, presumahly on vaca- 
t i o n ,  between 5 February and 22 March, when his name appeared 
on t h e  presidium of t h e  Nat ional  Peop1e:'s Congress. On 27 
%larch he made an appearance a t  the  NPC. There h a s  still  been 
no evidenco of p r o d u c t i v i t y .  
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