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MEMORANDUM To RECIPIENTS: 

T h i s  is t h e  second s t a f f  s t u d y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
f o r t u n e s ,  role and s h i f t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  of the p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  Communist China.  The first volume, 
pub l i shed  20 February  1969 a s  POLO XXXV, r e c a p i t u l a t e d  
t h e  s t o r y  o f ' t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  f r o m  i ts  
p r i m i t i v e  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  1920 ' s  t o  t h e  beginning  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  i n  1965. T h i s  volume a t t e m p t s  t o  
t r a c e  t h e  s t o r y  from t h e  autumn of 1965 th rough t h e  Nin th  
P a r t y  Congress in A p r i l  of 1969. L ike  Volume  I ,  it is 
a d e t a i l e d  a n a l y t i c a l  chronology,  p u b l i s h e d  and c i r c u l a t e d  
f o r  desk l e v e l  a n a l y s t s  who may be in te res ted  i n  a n u t s  
and b o l t s  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  of what is known about  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  today .  There a r e  many gaps i n  
ou r  knowledge of  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  these a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  and 
f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  c o n j e c t u r e  based on h i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t s ,  
f ragmentary  r e p o r t s ,  and n e e d s  seemingly  appa ren t  i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n .  

The p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  s t u d y  was a ided  by a n a l y s t s  
from t h e  O f f i c e  of Curren t  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e  O f f i c e  of  
N a t i o n a l  E s t i m a t e s ,  and t h e  C l a n d e s t i n e  S e r v i c e s .  The 
C e n t r a l  Reference  S e r v i c e  was h e l p f u l  i n  l o c a t i n g  and 
making a v a i l a b l e  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l s .  How- 
ever ,  t h e  pape r  was prepared  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  
Research S t a f f  . 
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The  P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Appara tus  a s  of Autumn 1965 

A s  of September 1965, on t h e  b r i n k  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion ,  t h e  e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  
Communist China was i n  Mao's d i s f a v o r  and t h e r e f o r e  i n  
deep t r o u b l e .  S i n c e  1962,  a s  a r e s u l t  of Mao's i n c r e a s -  
i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a s  a whole,  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  had undergone a number 
of per sonne l  and  organizational changes which  r e d u c e d  
other l e a d e r s '  a b i l i t y  -to use  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  a g a i n s t  Mao. 
The t r e n d  toward compromising and weakening t h i s  a p p a r a t u s  

in s t rumen t  had been p a r t i c u l a r l y  marked i n  

who were a l s o  the s u p e r v i s o r s  of o r  key f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  appara tus- -such  a s  Teng Hsiao-ping 
and Lo Jui-ching--and had i n s t a l l e d  a p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  i n s i d e  i t .  Apparent ly  by l a t e  summer 1965, 
Mao had a l s o  come to d i s t r u s t  Peng Chen, whom he had 
e a r l i e r  placed a t  t h e  head of t h e  first s p e c i a l  o rgan  
of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution--a five-man group t o  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e  c u l t u r a l  l e a d e r s  under  s u s p i c i o n .  By September 1965 
Mao was determined a t  l e a s t  t o  purge t h e  p a r t y  and its 
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and i f  necessa ry  t o  smash them both.  

as 1964 a w a n  965,  a s  Mao had come t o  d i s t r u s t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  

. .  
. .  

. .  

,- . 

As of September 1965, t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  which 
had long s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  was 
i n  g r e a t  danger .  Compromised s i n c e  1962 by t h e  i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n  of Kang Sheng, t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ' s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  
(Teng Hsiao-ping) was under  s u s p i c i o n  and its next-rank-  
i n g  leader (Peng Chen) a l r e a d y  marked f o r  pu rg ing ,  and 
s e v e r a l  of i ts other  o f f i c e r s  were under s u s p i c i o n  o r  
a l r e a d y  marked. And many of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o rgans  
which would normally be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  i t  had been d e a c t i -  
v a t e d  or made i n e f f e c t u a l  by t he  assignment  t o  them of 
of f icers  who--like Kang--were r e spons ive  t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y .  

The c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f i c e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  
a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  organ fo r  the s e c r e t a r i a t ,  had long had 
a k e y  r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work a s  t he  c u s t o d i a n  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  commi t t ee ' s  r e c o r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  such  s e n s i -  
t i v e  documents a s  ve rba t im  a c c o u n t s  of p a r t y  meet ings  and 
t h e  pe r sonne l  r e c o r d s  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  ( t h e  raw m a t e r i a l  

-1- 

I I I 



I ! ,  I ,  

I ' 

I 

f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and pu rges ) ,  a s  t h e  o f f ice  charged  w i t h  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  p r o t e c t i o n  of p a r t y  leaders,  and p o s s i b l y  
a s  t h e  o f f ice  a s s i g n i n g  c a d r e s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s ,  As of September 1865 i t  was a p p a r e n t l y  be ing  
r a d i c a l l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of both Maoist  and a n t i -  
Maoist  i n i t i a t i v e s ;  i ts  c h i e f ,  Yang Shang-kun, was a p p a r e n t l y  
t o  be named t o  a r e g i o n a l  p o s t ,  there had been s e v e r a l  
r e c e n t  changes  among Yang's d e p u t i e s ,  and Yang and s e v e r a l  
o ther  r e c e n t  or c u r r e n t  o f f icers  ( i n c l u d i n g  Madame L iu  
Shao-chi) were under  s u s p i c i o n .  T h i s  was a l s o  t r u e  of 
two impor t an t  a n c i l l a r y  bod ies ,  t h e  Committee f o r  P a r t y  
Organs Subord ina te  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committ,ee (a committee 
w h i c h  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  p a r t y  committees i n  these o r g a n s ,  
and w h i c h  had t h e  power t o  order and conduct  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n s  of a n y ' p e r s o n  i n  t h e m ) ,  and t h e  S t a t e  Archives  
O f f i c e ,  both of w h i c h  had a lways  been headed b y  off icers  
of t h e  S ta f f  Office. 

The S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department had long  been a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
and most powerful o rgan  charged  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
l o y a l t y  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  However, by September 1965 
t h i s -  department--which i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  had been more 
o f t e n  repor ted  a s  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Department or 
s imply  S e c u r i t y  Department--had almost c e r t a i n l y  been pu t  
o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  W h i l e  i t  was u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  Teng 
Hsiao-ping or Lo Ju i - ch ing  had been t h e  most r e c e n t  
director of t h i s  department  (there is a d d i t i o n a l  fragment- 
a r y  ev idence- -s ince  t h e  t i m e  Of wri t1ng : the  first paper-- 
t h a t  a p a r t y  depar tment  under  Lo Ju i - ch ing  
e x i s t e d  u n t i l  sometime i n  t h e  1963-66 p e r i o d ) ,  Teng was 
under  s u s p i c i o n  and Lo was marked f o r  pu rg ing ,  o thers  of 
its o l d  o f f icers  had been  r e a s s i g n e d  or had d i s a p p e a r e d ,  
and Mao had a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  a t t empted  t o  make u s e  of t h i s  
o rgan  f o r  some t i m e .  The p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bu reaus  of 
two s e n s i t i v e  departments-- the O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department, 
and t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department--which had worked 
w i t h  the.SAD (or its e q u i v a l e n t )  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p a r t y  
members were known t o  be i n  e x i s t e n c e  a s  of September 
1965, b u t  t h e i r  d i r e c t o r s  had a p p a r e n t l y  been changed and 
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i t  was n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  there was s t i l l  any c e n t r a l  o rgan  
( l i k e  t h e  o ld  SAD) t o  w h i c h  t h e y  were still r e s p o n s i v e . *  

, .: 

The C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Commission, which from 1955 
had been charged w i t h  examining t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  ( i . e . ,  
obedience)  of p a r t y  members, had been r e o r g a p i z e d  and 
expanded i n  1962 and had been moving i n  on t h e  a r e a  of 
concern  of t h e  SAD or its e q u i v a l e n t ,  owing t o  t h e  l a c k  
of a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between l o y a l t y  and obed ience ,  
However, t h e  C o n t r o l  Commission and its s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies 
a t t a c h e d  to  p a r t y  committees throughout  China may have 
been directed i n  1964 t o  s t a n d  down, and i n  any c a s e  seemed 
t o  be i n a c t i v e  a s  of September 1965. S e v e r a l  of t h e  Com- 
m i s s i o n ' s  o f f icers  too were under  s u s p i c i o n .  

J The M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  t h e  most v i s i b l e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  had long  
provided  a supplementary  a p p a r a t u s  for  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a r r e s t  of p a r t y  members, b u t  from t h e  s t a r t  i t  had 
been concerned main ly  w i t h  non-party people .  A s  of Sept- 
ember 1965 i t  was still a c t i v e  and its M i n i s t e r  was i n  
good f a v o r ,  b u t  i t  had been undergoing  f u r t h e r  r eo rgan i -  
z a t i o n  and some deputy  m i n i s t e r s  were under s u s p i c i o n .  
So, probab ly ,  were t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  of t h e  o t h s r  two 
p r i n c i p a l  o r g a n s  of t h e  pub l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  
P r o c u r a t o r a t e  and t h e  Supreme Cour t .  

. .  

*The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department may have a l r e a d y  
come t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Committee (MAC), under L in  Piao. I t  was soon i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  a depar tment  of t h e  MAC, r a t h e r  t h a n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee. The mC for  many y e a r s  had had g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  
over  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t ab l i shmen t - -v i a . ,  Feng Te-huai had 
r e p o r t e d l y  complained t h a t  h i s  j ob  a s  M i n i s t e r  of Defense 
was empty, because t h e  MAC h e l d  " a l l  t h e  r e a l  power"--but 
t h e  MAC had p r e v i o u s l y  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  i ts  a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  armed forces. 
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A s  of September 1965,  t he  most impor t an t  of t h o s e  
components of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  s e t  up o r  
r e a c t i v a t e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a s  supplements  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
( t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  components d i s c u s s e d  above) were the  
P o l i t i c a l  Research  O f f i c e ,  Peng Chen's s p e c i a l  "five-man 
group,"  and t h e  c e n t r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Departments ( for  govern- 
ment  o r g a n s ) .  The main P o l i t i c a l  Research Office under 
Chen P o - t a l  which had a p p a r e n t l y  been used  t o  conduct  
" r e sea rch"  ( i n v e s t i g a t i o n s )  t o  s u p p o r t  p o l i c y  changes 
whiqh  Mao favored  and t h u s  had been u s e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h o s e  c a r r y i n g  ou t  existing p o l i c i e s ,  was still i n  f a v o r ;  
however, t h e  l e a d e r s  of some s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c e s - - t h o s e  
a t t a c h e d  t o  p a r t y  commit tees  i n  d i s f a v o r ,  l i k e  the Peking 
committee--were under  s u s p i c i o n .  Peng Chen ' s  group,  se t  
u p  sometime around J a n u a r y  1965 a s  a spec ia l  organ o u t s i d e  
the p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  " c u l t u r a l "  l e a d e r s -  
under  s u s p i c i o n ,  con t inued  t o  e x i s t  a s  of September 1965 
b u t  had been compromised by  Kang Sheng--one of its f i v e  
members--and was a p p a r e n t l y  a l r e a d y  d i s c r e d i t e d  i n  Mao's 
eyes .  The c e n t r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Departments ,  se t  up  i n  1964 
and 1965 t o  d i rec t  the work of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f ices  pro-  
l i f e r a t i n g  i n  economic o r g a n s ,  were ve ry  a c t i v e  a s  of 
September 1965 and con t inued  t o  g i v e  Mao a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Commission f o r  examinat ion  of t h e  
behavior  of p a r t y  members; however , t h e  p robab le  s u p e r v i s o r  
of these depa r tmen t s  a l s o  had been Peng Chen, a l r e a d y  i n  
d i s f a v o r ,  and some of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of these depar tments  
were probably  under  s u s p i c i o n .  

By September 1965, t h e  o n l y  secure l e a d e r s  of o r -  
I 

gans  of t he  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  were those who 
had been working for  Mao p e r s o n a l l y - - c o n s t i t u t i n g  h i s  d e  
f a c t o  a p p a r a t u s  i n s i d e  the a p p a r a t u s .  
paratus'possib1y:included: Kang Sheng of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ;  . 
Wang Tung-hsing of the  c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f i c e ;  
Lo Ching-chang and Yang Chi-ching of whatever  remained 
nominal ly  of t he  o l d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department o r  equivah: 
l e n t  '(,Lo was. an l  BAD man a s s i g n e d : t o  Chou En- la i , ' s  S e r r e -  
t a r l a t ) ;  Chang Yun-i and/or Hs iao  Hua of the  C e n t r a l  Con- 
t r o l  Commission; Hsieh Fu-chih and Yu Sang of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  backed a g a i n  b y  Wang and  Yang; Chen 
Po-ta of t h e  P g l i t i c a l  Research Office;  Kang Sheng a g a i n  

Mao's p e r s o n a l  E- 
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of  t h e  "five-man-group"; t h e  presumed s u c c e s s o r  (never  
i d e n t i f i e d )  t o  Peng Chen a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
P o l i t i c a l  Departments;  and a s  a n  u n a t t a c h e d ,  f r e e - f l o a t -  
i n g ,  doubly dangerous  f i g u r e ,  Mao's w i f e ,  Chiang Ching. 

The F i r s t  Convuls ion ,  Winter 1965-66: The Purge of Leade r s  
of t h e  Po l i  t i c a  1 S e c u r i t y  App a r a t u s  

The C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  began u n o f f i c i a l l y  i n  Sept -  
ember 1965 a t  a p a r t y  confe rence ,  where Mao denounced a 
p l aywr igh t  whose e a r l i e r  work had i m p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  
Mao's p o l i c i e s .  C a l l i n g  f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Mao a g a i n  
( a s  i n  1964) po in t ed  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of " rev is ionism" 
i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  Mao's a c t i o n  w a s a  s h a r p  rebuke  
t o  Peng Chen, whose "five-man group" had been charged 
s i n c e  1964 w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and p o l i c i n g  t h e  "cultural" 
s e c t o r ,  and had ominous i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - l i n e  
s u p e r v i s o r s  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  L i u  Shao-chi and Teng 
Hsiao-ping. 

r .  

I n  e a r l y  November 1965 Mao took  a n o t h e r  step by 
p l a n t i n g  i n  t h e  Shanghai press-- through Madame Mao--an 
a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t - c r i t i c .  
Those who were a p p a r e n t l y  cut. 'An on t h e  scheme from t h e  
s t a r t - - and  knew t h a t  a massive purge of t h e  p a r t y  l a y  
ahead--were Lin  P i a o ,  who had r e p l a c e d  L i u  Shao-chi a s  
Mao's f a v o r i t e ,  Premier  Chou En- l a i ,  l ong  t h e  th i rd - r ank-  
i n g  l e a d e r ,  Chiang Ching, Mao's w i f e ,  Chen Po- t a ,  Mao's 
longt ime g h o s t - w r i t e r ,  and Kang Sheng, t h e  presumed c h i e f  
of Mao's p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e .  

The purge  began i n  l a t e  November 1965 w i t h  t h e  a r -  
rest of Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  t h e  PLA c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  and Yang 
Shang-kun, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  commit tee ' s  s t a f f  
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off ice .*  Mao l e f t  Peking a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  probably be- 
cause he f e l t  i n s e c u r e  t h e r e  u n t i l  the  purge had gone 
f u r t h e r .  He a p p a r e n t l y  took  w i t h  him t o  h i s  E a s t  China 
r e t r e a t  a t  l e a s t  one s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t - - h i s  o l d  bodyguard 

*The e s s e n t i a l  charge  a g a i n s t  Lo was t h a t  of r e s i s t i n g  
Mao's l i n e  on b u i l d i n g  t h e  PLA ( w i t h  i ts  emphasis on 
p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i v e  labor) ; . reB&Stance 
which inc luded  a d i f f e r e n t  concep t  of  Chinese r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  USSR; secondary  c h a r g e s  re la ted t o  Lo's a t t e m p t s  
t o  g a i n  power a t  Lin P i a o ' s  expense ,  and h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  any C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  (purge) i n  t he  PLA. The es- 

t i o n - - a s  a c u s t o d i a n  of s e n s i t i v e  r eco rds - - to  a i d  Mao's 
enemies  a t  home and abroad  ( i . e .  g i v i n g  t h e  Russ i ans  and 
Yao's domestic opponents  m a t e r i a l s  t o  u s e  i n  b u i l d i n g  
t he i r  c a s e ) .  There is no independent  ev idence  of "con- 
s p i r a c y "  between the  two. The s t r i k i n g  common f e a t u b e  
of t h e i r  cases is t h a t  bo th  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  o b s t r u c t  
t h e  f u r P h e r  purge  of t h e  p a r t y  which Mao was determined 

a s  s e c r e t a r i a t - l e v e l  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  (a p o s s i b l e  pos t ) ,  a s  head of  t h e  p a r t y  d e p a r t -  
ment which succeeded t h e  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department ( ano the r  
p o s s i b i l i t y ) ,  o r  a s  s u p e r v i s o r  o r  head of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  bureau of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department ( y e t  
a n o t h e r ) ,  LO was v e r y  dangerous ,  to- Yatl) 'and Yang as , 
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f ice  ( h i s  known 
p o s t ) ,  o r  a s  s e c r e t a r i a t - l e v e l  s u p e r v i s o r  of some p a r t  
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  (a good p o s s i b i l i t y ) ,  
was h a r d l y  less so. Mao was l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  a s  having 
s e e n  Lo p r e c i s e l y  a s  a n  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  purge.  While Lo's 
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  post a t  t he  t i m e  of h i s  purge is un- 
known, t h e  Red Guard press quotes Hs iao  Hua a s  having 
e x t o l l e d  Lo a s  t h e  "best d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Depart-  
ment"--perhaps meaning e i ther  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  De- 
par tment  o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureau of t h e  Genera l  
P o l i t i c a l  Department (which Hs iao  headed) , and perhaps  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a t i m e  a s  l a t e  a s  1965. 

I s e n t i a l  c h a r g e ' a g a i n s t  Yang was t h a t  of  u s i n g ' h i s  pos i -  

t o  c a r r y  o u t .  Whether a s  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  ( h i s  known p o s t ) ,  . J 
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Wang Tung-hsing (who a l so  r e p l a c e d  Yang Shang-kun a s  Mao's 
l i n k  t o  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  o r g a n s ) ,  and he may have t a k e n  t w o  
others: Yang Chi-ching of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  
and H s u  Teu-jung, who was or had been,  l i k e  Wang, a n  of- 
f i c e r  of the s t a f f  o f f i c e ,  and was o r  had been,  l i k e  Yang, 
a l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  c o r e  organ  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s ,  t he  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department or its e q u i v a l e n t .  

e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n  which t h e y  had been key f i g u r e s  
f o r  more t h a n  20 y e a r s .  The shock was of course g r e a t e s t  
to t h e  o r g a n s  i n  which t h e y  had se rved  and i n  which t h e y  
had c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e s  and p r o t e g e s :  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  
(bo th  Lo and Yang were s t i l l \ * s e c r e t a r i e s  a t  t h e  time of 
t h e i r  a r r e s t ) ,  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e  and its a n c i l l a r y  o r g a n s ,  
whatever  remained of t h e  SAD, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o r -  
g a n s  of t h e  Organ iza t ion  Department and t h e  Genera l  P o l i -  
t i c a l  Department,  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y .  
There is reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  key  f i g u r e s  ( t o  
be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r )  of these components of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  were a r r e s t e d  soon a f t e r  t h e  a r r e s t  
of Lo and Yang. 

The a r r e s t  of Lo and Yang s e n t  a shock through t h e  

Mao i n  Janua ry  1966 began t o  c o n s t r u c t  a n o t h e r  
s p e c i a l  o rgan  of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  before i t  off'i- 
c i a l l y  b e g a n - 4 o  replabe-BPeng .CBdn's. f ive-man '.group. He 
c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  Chen Po- ta ,  Kang Sheng ( t h e  on ly  p a r t y  
s e c r e t a r y  still  i n  f a v o r )  Chiang Ching, and A i  Ssu-chi  
( a  t h e o r i s t  who was t o  d i e  i n  March). T h i s  g roup ,  less  
A i ,  was soon t o  become t h e  core of t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  Group, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n s t rumen t  of t h e  purge 
and-by the  end  of 1966--the d e  -- f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  

I n  t h e  same month ( J a n u a r y  1966) ,  a PLA p o l i t i c a l  
work confe rence  made it p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a 
small a d d i t i o n a l  purge of t h e  PLA was coming. The con- 
ference r e p o r t  s h a r p l y  cr i t ic ized " s e n i o r  cadres"  f o r  i n -  
s u f f i c i e n t  e x e r t i o n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of Mao's thought .  Hs iao  
Hua, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department,  ex- 
p r e s s l y  c r i t i c i z e d  the i d e a  t h a t  t h e  PLA should  be con- 
t r o l l e d  by t h e  " p a r t y  of  t h e  Army"--i .e.  , i ts own p a r t y  
committee system-rather  t han  by the  " p a r t y  of t h e  whole." 
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I r o n i c a l l y ,  a s  i t  proved,  t h e  p a r t y  committee s y s t e m  i n  
t h e  PLA, whi le  h i t  h a r d ,  s u r v i v e d  better than  d i d  t h e  
" p a r t y  of t h e  whole". 

I n  the  f o l l o w i n g  month, Mao, L i n  P i a o ,  and Madame 
Mao began t h e , p r o c e s s  which was t o  end i n  t h e  fo rma t ion  
of a n  ana logous  group f o r  t h e  conduct  of t h e  purge i n  t h e  
PLA. On Mao's o r d e r  Madame Mao conducted a symposium on 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l "  s t a t e  of t h e  PLA, found t h a t  i t  was n o t  
exempt f r o m  " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e , "  and  wrote u p  a r e p o r t  which 
was endorsed  by L i n  P iao .  S e v e r a l  months l a t e r ,  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG was followed by the forma- 
t i o n  of the PLA/CRG, dominated fo r  most of its l i f e  by 
Madame Mao. 

I n  t h e  same month (February 1966) ,  Peng Chen pub- 
l i s h e d  a r e p o r t  on t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion- -poss ib ly  ap- 
proved by L i u  Shao-chi i n  Mao's absence--which minimized 
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and t h e  o f f e n s e s  of other  r igh t -wing  
writers. I t  was not  c lear  whether Peng thought  t h a t  he 
cou ld  def lect  Mao by t h i s  means, or c a l c u l a t e d  i n s t e a d  
t h a t  the  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  would  mobilize t h e  s u p p o r t  neces-  
s a r y  t o  defeat Mao. S h o r t l y  thereafter,  Mao expres sed  
h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  t h i s  r e p o r t  and w i t h  Peng,  a n d ,  
having  a l r e a d y  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a four-man group t o  send i n t o  
a c t i o n  i n  p l a c e  of P e n g ' s  five-man g roup ,  warned Peng 
t h a t  he might d e v i s e  new i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  t h e  conduct  of 
the C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  

I n  l a t e  March, Peng Chen and Lu T ing-y i - -d i r ec to r  
of t h e  propaganda department  and a member of P e n g ' s  f i v e -  
man group--were a r r e s t e d  ( i . e . ,  r e l i e v e d  of t h e i r  p o s t s  
and p l a c e d  under house a r r e s t ) . *  P r i o r  t o  mid-Apri l ,  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  was convened t o  r e c e i v e  Mao's 
" i n s t r u c t i o n s "  from Chou En- l a i  and t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  emerg- 
i n g  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  Group, Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng. 
Chen and Kang bo th  d i s c u s s e d  Peng ' s  "crimes," and p o s s i -  
b l y  Lu ' s  a s  w e l l .  The o f f e n s e s  of a l l  f o u r  of t h e  b i g  

*This  was done w h i l e  L i u  Shao-chi was ou t  of t h e  coun- 
t r y ,  on a t o u r  of Asian c a p i t a l s .  L iu  was under t h e  
e s c o r t  (guard)  of Wang Tung-hsing, Mao's s e c u r i t y  man. 
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names caught  i n  t h e  f i r s t  convuls ion  of t h e  purge--Peng 
and Lu, both m e m b e r s  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  and Lo J u i - c h i n g  
and Yang Shang-kun, bo th  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee-- 
were t t f u l l y ' l  unve i l ed  a t  a n  expanded meet ing  of t h e  p o l i t -  
buro on 4 May: 

t u s  d i sappea red  du r ing  t h i s  f i r s t  convu l s ion  and were 
l a t e r  denounced; a t  l e a s t  some of them were a lmost  cer- 
t a i n l y  a r r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  These were n o t  men w e l l  
known t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  world l i k e  Lo and Peng, b u t  had been 
known f o r  y e a r s  by p a r t y  members i n  China and Chipa-watchers '  
a s  men h o l d i n g  s e n s i t i v e  and impor tan t  p o s t s .  They i n -  
c luded :  Kung Tzu-jung, second o n l y  to Yang i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee s t a f f  o f f i c e ;  T ien  Chia-ying,  probably  thfrd.-  
r ank ing  i n  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e ;  Hsu Tzu-jung, l ong  a high-  
r ank ing  o f f i c e r  o f a t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e  and of t h e  S o c i a l  
A f f a i r s  Department ( o r  its e q u i v a l e n t ) ,  who had been t aken  
by Mao t o  h i s  Hangchow h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  had been s e n t  t h e r e  
on a s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n ,  and who w a s  l a t e r  denounced f o r  a n  
i l l e g a l  " in spec t ion"  of t h a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Februa ry  
1966; Tseng San ,  of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e  and c o n c u r r e n t l y  
c h i e f  of t h e  S t a t e  Arch ives  Bureau, and p o s s i b l y  a l s o  t h e  
head of t h e  Committee for P a r t y  Organs D i r e c t l y  Subord ina te  
t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee; Hs iao  Hsiang-jung, d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e  of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  N a t i o n a l  Defense,  who 
had probably  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  bo th  Lo and Yang; Wang 
Tsung-wu and p o s s i b l y  L i u  H s i - w u  (no t  seen s i n c e  1964) ,  
two of t h e  f i v e  s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Com- 
miss ion;  Wu Leng-hsi and Hsu Li-chun, t h e  o t h e r  t w o  mem- 
b e r s  of  Peng ' s  "five-man group" and bo th  deputy  d i r e c t o r s  
(under  Lu Ting-yi)  of  t h e  Propaganda Department;  Liang 
Pi-yeh and p o s s i b l y  Sh ih  Chin-chien (Shih never appeared  
p u b l i c l y  be fo re  h i s  d e n u n c i a t i o n  i n  1966) .o f  t h e  Genera l  
P o l i t i c a l  Department;  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  H s u  Tzu-jung, Wang 
Chin-hsiang and Liu H s i - w u  of t h e  SAD, Feng th ih -p ing  and 
Feng Hsuan, long  high-ranking o f f i c e r s  of t h e  SAD; and 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Hsu Tzu-jung and Wang Chin-hsiang of t h e  

Many key f i g u r e s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  appara-  

, . -  
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M i n i s t r y  of Public S e c u r i t y ,  LingYiiYim wid I J i iu  Bu-chih 
a l s o  deputy  m i n i s t e r s . *  

Thus,  by t h e  end of  A p r i l ,  before t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  o f f i c i a l l y  began,  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  had a l r e a d y  
been h i t  v e r y  ha rd .  The s e c r e t a r i a t  was still f u n c t i o n -  
i n g ,  b u t  under Teng Hsiao-ping,  p o s s i b l y  a l r e a d y  marked 
for purg ing .  The s t a f f  o f f i c e  had l o s t  a lmos t  a l l  of 
i ts  top o f f i c e r s ,  and w a s  now probably  be ing  r u n  by  Wang 
Tung-hsing, a s s i s t e d  by  Tung Hsiao-peng ( n o t  Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g ) ,  t h e  one t ime d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  P r e m i e s  o f f i c e  and 
p robab le  SAD o f f i c i a l  who was i d e n t i f i e d  l a t e r  i n  1966 
a s  a deputy  d i r e c t o r  of t h i s  s t a f f  off ice .  Most of the  
top  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  SAD ove r  t h e  years had been a r r e s t e d  
--as had ,  pe rhaps ,  t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bu reaus  of t he  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s  
which had worked most c l o s e l y  w i t h  the  SAD; these c e n t r a l  
depa r tmen t s  t hemse lves  were of c o u r s e  t h r e a t e n e d .  The 
C e n t r a l  Con t ro l  Commission l e a d e r s h i p  had been c u t  i n  
h a l f :  a l t h o u g h  its s u b o r d i n a t e  commissions (or s u p e r v i -  
s o r y  groups)  con t inued  t o  e x i s t ,  few of them had appeared 
t o  be a c t i v e  s i n c e  1964,  and t h e y  were l a t e r  charged w i t h  
having  resisted the C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  from t h e  s t a r t  
-- in other words,  w i t h  having  sympathized w i t h  t he  l e a d -  
ers of t h e  par ty  committees t o  which t h e y  were a t t a c h e d .  
Most of  t h e  deputy  m i n i s t e r s  of  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  had been 
brought  down, and the  a n c i l l a r y  b o d i e s  of t h e  W S  ( e . g .  
the  p r o c u r a t o r a t e s  and t h e  c o u r t s )  were t h r e a t e n e d ;  t h i s  
three-way a p p a r a t u s  of the  pub l i c  s e c u r i t y  sys tem th rough-  
o u t  China,  l i k e  t h e  c o n t r o l  commissions, was l a t e r  charged 
w i t h  having i d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  lead-  
ers of t he i r  a r e a s .  F i n a l l y ,  Peng Chen ' s  "five-man group" 
had been u n o f f i c i a l l y  abol i shed ,  w i t h  most of  i ts members 

' .  

. .  

*Tsou Ta-peng, g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  a s  t h e  director  of 
the  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Department ( f o r e i g n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  l a s t  
appeared  i n  Apri111966, a l t h o u g h  he is n o t  known t o  have 

I e c t o r  of t h e  I D ,  l a s t  appeared  i n  November 1966, and was 
dropped from t h e  c e n t r a l  committee i n  A p r i l  1969. 

, been denounced. Kung Yuan, a n o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  a s  d i r -  
l 
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f a c i n g  t h e  judgment of o t h e r  s p e c i a l  small g roups  a s -  
sembled t o  t r y  e a c h  of them and t o  make recommendations 
t o  h i g h e r  levels .  

The f u n c t i o n i n g  c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  s y s t e f n ,  a s  of A p r i l  1966, c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  re- 
mains of  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  under Teng Hsiao-ping,  t h e  
new leaders of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i ce ,  t h e  directors of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department and Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Department,  the c o o r d i n a t o r  and directors  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
P o l i t i c a l  Departments  ( f o r  government o r g a n s ) ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and two o r  three d e p u t i e s ,  and t h e  
s p e c i a l  "work groups" assembled t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c a s e s  
of a r r e s t e d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

t i o n  Department were probably  p a r a l y z e d ,  a f r a id  t o  move 
wi thou t  Abao's o r d e r s ;  t he  remain ing  l e a d e r s  of bo th  were 
soon t o  be purged .*  The other o rgans  may a l s o  have been 
a f r a i d  t o  move w i t h o u t  orders,  but  t h e y  a t  l eas t  were 
g e t t i n g  o r d e r s .  The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department was 
a c t i v e ,  and Hs iao  Hua was i n  h igh  f a v o r .  The c o o r d i n a t o r  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Departments and most of t h e i r  
d i r e c t o r s  remained u n i d e n t i f i e d ,  but  a t  l e a s t  some of 
these depa r tmen t s  w e r e  a c t i v e  (there was one i n  t h e  Minis- 
t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  by t h i s  t i m e ) ;  among other t h i n g s ,  

Of these organs, t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  and t h e  Organiza-  

*An Tzu-wen, t h e  director of t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  Depart-  
ment,  was i n  deep t r o u b l e .  He had long  worked c l o s e l y  
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  three of t h e  big f o u r  a r r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  first 
s t a g e  (Peng Chen, Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  and Yang Shang-kun). H e  
had a l s o  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  ap- 
paratus a s  a whole;  there is evidence  from Red Guard  sou rces  
t h a t  he had conducted some i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of p a r t y  members 
j o i n t l y  w i t h  Yang Shang-kun, and he may have been for  
some time (may still  have been) t h e  head of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  bureau of  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department which worked 
v e r y  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  SAD, Moreover, he is s a i d  t o  have 
made an  e f f o r t  i n  autumn 1965--blocked a t  the  l a s t  moment-- 
t o  get Yang a s s i g n e d  t o  a r e g i o n a l  p o s t  (and t h u s  away 
from t h e  hea t ) .  

I 
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i n  e a r l y  1966 p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  .provinces  were con- 
d u c t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of p a r t y  members of a type  v e r y  
s i m i l a r  t o  those p r e v i o u s l y  conducted by t h e  c o n t r o l  com- 
m i s s i o n s . *  H s i e h  Fu-chih was also a c t i v e  and i n  good 
f a v o r ,  having accomplished t h e  remarkable  f e a t  of d i s -  
s o c i a t i n g  himself from h i s  longt ime sponsor  Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g ,  and h i s  MPS a p p a r a t u s  i n  Peking was.being u s e d  t o  
make a r r e s t s  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  of these p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
o rgans  were t h e  s p e c i a l  "work groups ."  There was p l e s t y  .: 
of precedence f o r  these, i n  t h e  "five-member groups" set 
u p  i n  t h e  mid-1950s t o  direct  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  counter- .  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  , and of cour se  i n  Peng Chen's  "f ive-man 
group" of 1964-66. T h i s  l a t e s t  v e r s i o n  was a sgvtem of 
b lue- r ibbon j u r i e s ,  composed o f  t h e  accused  man's pee 
which were sometimes o p e r a t i n g  under directed v e r d i c t s  
( " g u i l t y " ) ,  bu t  which were o b l i g e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  of  t h e  
ev idence  p r e s e n t e d  i n  s e s s i o n s  " c r i t i c i z i n g "  t h o s e  ar-  
rested and accused ,  which were a l s o  charged  w i t h  e l i c i t -  
i n g  new e v i d e n c e ,  and which presuma'bly had some v o i c e  i n  
t h e  f i n a l  s en tenc ing .**  They were, i n  o t h e r  words,  doing 
many of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  o l d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department 
had done,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a s  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  department .  In- 
t e g r a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  of t h e  work of these g roups  
was probably  provided  by t h e  as-yet-unproclaimed c e n t r a l  

*This work was d i s t i n c t  from t h a t  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  and 
Legal  Departments of p a r t y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  
The l a t t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of a l l  
three p a r t s  of t h e  u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  concerned 
w i t h  non-par ty  peop P-- e 

**Lo J u i - c h i n g ' s  examine r s ,  f o r  example,  were c r e d i b l y  
r e p o r t e d  t o  be Yeh Chien-ying,  Hsieh Fu-chih ,  Hs iao  Hua, 
Yalrg Cheng-wu, and L i u  Chih-chien, a l l  f e l l o w  o f f i c e r s  
of  t h e  PLA and f e l l o w  members of  t h e  MAC. Red Guard 
sources a s s e r t  t h a t  An Tzu-wen was o r i g i n a l l y  a member 
of t h i s  group and t r i e d  t o  p r o t e c t  Lo, a remarkably 
f o o l i s h  t h i n g  t o  do. 
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C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  Group l e d  by Chen Po-ta ,  Kang Sheng, 
and Madame Mao, by some o rgan  of t h e  MAC, and by a de  
f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i rectorate  c o n s i s t i n g  of E n g  
a g a i n ,  Hsieh Fu-chih,  and Wang Tung-hsing, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t s  who had r i s e n  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  
stages of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  A l l  three groups  were 
of c o u r s e  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee.  

The Second Convulsion,  May-October 1966: The Formation 
of New P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Organs  

On 16 May, a c e n t r a l  committee work confe rence  
chaired by Wao confirmed t h e  f a l l  of Peng Chen and made 
c lear  t h a t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  purge of t h e  p a r t y  l a y  ahead.  
I t  a l s o  confirmed t h a t  t h e  PLA was t o  be purged a s  w e l l .  

The 16 May c i r c u l a r  spoke of the  "p resen t  s t r u g -  
g l e "  t o  c a r r y  o u t  MaoIs l i n e  on t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
w i t h o u t  s t a t i n g  c l e a r l y  what Mao's l i n e  was. (This  re- 
f u s a l  t o  p rov ide  c l e a r  d i r e c t i v e s  was t o  be a c o n t i n u i n g  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion . )  The c i r c u l a r  a s s i g n e d  
t o  p a r t y  committees--the c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  un- 
d e r  L i u  and Teng--the t a s k  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  b o ' s  l i n e ,  
b u t  i t  concluded i n  advance t h a t  t h e y  would no t  be a b l e  
t o  do i t  ("most p a r t y  commit tees  . . .  have a v e r y  poor under- 
s t a n d i n g  . . .  and t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  is f a r  from c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
and e f f e c t i v e " ) .  The c i r c u l a r  i n  f a c t  confirmed Mao's 
i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  Revo lu t ion  by 
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ;  it o f f i c i a l l y  a b o l i s h e d  Peng Chen's  
"five-man group" and set u p  a n o t h e r  such s p e c i a l  g roup ,  
t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  Group. 

The new c e n t r a l  CRG was b u i l t  around three of the  
. p e o p l e - - e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  t o  Mao--whom Mao had c a l l e d  to- 
. g e t h e r  i n  J a n u a r y  a s  u n o f f i c i a l  a d v i s o r s  on t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion .  The chairman was Chen Po- ta ,  the  f irst  
d e p u t y  was Madame Mao, and t h e  "advisor"  was Kang Sheng. 
A second a d v i s o r  was soon iden t i f i ed - -Tao  Chu,  first 
s e c r e t a r y  of the p a r t y ' s  Cent ra l -South  Bureau, t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  Peking on 1 June  t o  r e p l a c e  Lu Ting-yi  as d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Propaganda Department.  Three more d e p u t y  c h a i r -  
men ( r ank ing  a f t e r  Madame Mao) were a l s o  soon i d e n t i f i e d :  
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Chang Chun-chiao, a p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  i n  Shanghai who had 
worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  Madame Mao i n  r e fo rming  the  a r t s  and 
i n  p l a n t i n g  t h e  c r i t i c i an  of Wu Han t h e  p rev ious  November; 
Liu Chih-chien, Hsiao Hua's m o s t  important remaining 
deputy  i n  t he  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department,  who was t o  
be the f irst  chief of t h e  PLA/CRG; and Wang Jen-chung, 
one of Tao C h u ' s  d e p u t i e s  i n  t he  Cent ra l -South  Bureau 
who had long  seemed c l o s e  t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y .  Soon iden-  
t i f i e d  a s  members (no t  officers) were Yao Wen-yuan, t he  
p r i n c i p a l  writer of t h e  November a r t i c l e ;  Wang L i ,  a n  
e d i t o r  of Red F l a g ;  Kuan Feng, a n o t h e r  writer;  Mu B s i n ,  
a '  young e d 5 r ;  and Ch i  Pen-yu, a n o t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t  who 
had a l s o  worked c l o s e l y  wi th  Madame Mao. Another pos- 
sible member from t h e  s t a r t - - i d e n t i f i e d  some months l a t e r  
a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of a sub-group of t h e  CRG-was Wang Tung- 
h s i n g  of t h e  s t a f f  off ice  and t h e  MPS, b o ' s  o l d  bodyguard. 

The new c e n t r a l  CRG was overwhelmingly Mao's per- 
s o n a l  group.  I t  w a s  n o t  y e t ,  however, t h e  d e  - f a c t o  
s e c r e t a r i a t ;  t h e  r e g u l a r  p a r t y  secre ta r ia t  g a y e d  a lead- 
i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  s$age of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  i n  
June  and J u l y  ( t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG i n  f a c t  d i d  n o t  even s u r -  
face u n t i l  J u l y ) ,  and t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  is s a i d  t o  have 
con t inued  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  r o u t i n e  work of t h e  p a r t y  through 
1966, a p p a r e n t l y  under Tao Chu as _.- d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y -  
g e n e r a l .  Ne i the r  was the  CRG ih t ended  t o  r e p l a c e  those 
p a r t s  of t h e  a p p a r a t u s  which directed the  armed forces 
and t h e  work of t h e  government; t h e  MAC and its s u b o r d i n a t e  
o rgans  con t inued  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  PLA, and t h e  work of t h e  
government con t inued  t o  be d i v i d e d  by Premier Chou En- la i  
among a number of f u n c t i o n a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  s u p e r v i s e d  by 

' t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  depar tments  which i n  t u r n  were super -  
v i s e d  by secretaries of the  secre ta r ia t  ( a s  a lways ) .  The 
new c e n t r a l  CRG was i n  its e a r l y  months j u s t  what its 
name i m p l i e d :  a special  group charged  w i t h  t h e  conduct 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  

I n  l a t e  May and e a r l y  J u l y ,  p a r t y  commit tees  i n  
c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( i . e .  t h e  conven- 
t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  there) were a t t a c k e d  and d b -  
c r e d i t e d  by r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  a lmost  
c e r t a i n l y  i n c i t e d  by CRG f i g u r e s  pr imed by Mao. The 
c e n t r a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  under Liu  and Teng, t h e n  s e n t  
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work-teams (used  b e f o r e  i n  mass campaigns) t o  t h e  campuses 
t o  r e s t o r e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  were i n c i t e d  
t o  a t t a c k  these too, a n d ' t h e  end came q u i c k l y  a f t e r  Mao 
i n  m i d - J u l y  p e r s o n a l l y  c r i t i c i zed  t h e  operat ions of t h e  L 

work-teams; t h e  teams were withdrawn, and t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  which had a s s i g n e d  and i n s t r u c t e d  them was i n  
d i s g r a c e .  Mao on 5 August t o l d  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  go ahead 
and "bombard t h e  headquarters"-- the p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  it- 
se l f .  

I n  t h e  first t w o  weeks of A u g u s t ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee met t o  approve Mao's d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  Revo lu t ion  and 
Mao's rear rangement  of t he  h ie rarchy .  (A large m i n o r i t y  . 
--or even  majority-wasLopposed, b u t ,  w3th PLA and Red 
Guard u n i t s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  was o v e r r i d d e n . )  During t h e  
plenum, t h e  c e n t r a l  committee i s s u e d  a 16-point  d e c i s i o n  
which--like Mao's 5 August p o s t e r - - i n c i t e d  the  young 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  a t t a c k  p a r t y  leaders throughout  China,  
and confirmed that  t h e y  would be d i r e c t e d  by new i n s t r u -  
ments ,  s p e c i a l  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  bodies .  The s t a t e d  
a i m s - - p e r s i s t i n g  t o  t h i s  day--were t o  b r i n g  down those 
" i n  a u t h o r i t y  who fo l low the  c a p i t a l i s t  road" ( i . e ,  were 
n o t  l o y a l  M a o i s t s ) ,  t o  c r i t i c ize  and r e p u d i a t e  bourgeo i s  
i deo logy  (any shade of anti-Mao t h o u g h t ) ,  and t o  r a d i c a l l y  
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of Chinese  s o c i e t y  on Mao's 
l i n e s : * '  The r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  PLA 
t o o ,  b u t  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  MAC and the  Genera l  
P o l i t i c a l  Department.** A t  t h e  end of t h e  plenum, Peking 
r e v e a l e d  t h e  new ar rangements .  

*This 8 August d e c i s i o n  c l a s s i f i e d  p a r t y  cadres a s :  
t h e  good and t h e  compara t ive ly  good ( t o g e t h e r ,  a mador i ty ) ;  
t h o s e  who had made " s e r i o u s  mistakes" b u t  c o u l d  be re- 
h a b i l i t a t e d ;  and  t h e  "handful"  of w i l l f u l l y  e v i l  " a n t i -  L 

p a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t "  (anti-Mao) e l e m e n t s  who m u s t  be 
exposed and purged ( a l though  even they  would be g i v e n  
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " r epen t " ) .  

**Lin P i a o  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  provided  a f u r t h e r  d i r -  
e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  purge of t h e  PLA. The c r i t e r i a  f o r  a l l  
PLA c a d r e s - - c r i t e r i a  obv ious ly  hard  t o  use--were whether 
t h e y  suppor t ed  Mao o r  n o t ,  gave  p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s  or 
n o t ,  and had r e v o l u t i o n a r y  en thus i a sm o r  n o t .  H e  gave 
t h e  t a s k  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department 
(Hsiao  Hua) under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  MAC and of Yang 
Cheng-wu i n  p a r t i c u l a r  . 
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The most impor tan t  of these were of cour se  the 
demotion (purge)  of Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping,  
and t h e  naming of L i n  P i a o  a s  t h e  sole vice-chairman and 
t h u s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  successor t o  Mao. Other  impor tan t  
changes  brought Tao Chu,  Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng i n t o  
t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee ranking  f o u r t h ,  f i f t h ,  
and s e v e n t h  behind Mao, L i n ,  and Chou. (Teng was nomin- 
a l l y  s i x t h . )  Madame Edao may have become a de -- f a c t o  mem- 
ber of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The Red Guards had been shap ing  up f s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y )  
under  t h e  CRG s i n c e  May, and now i n  mid -Augus t  t h e y  made 
t h e i r  first appearance .  In l a t e  A u g u s t  t h e y  b u r s t  o u t ,  
commencing t h e i r  "bombardment" of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and 
whatever  e lse  g o t  i n  t h e i r  way. While t he i r  g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i v e s  came from Ma0 and L i n ,  i t  was soon c lear  t h a t  
t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e s  of c o n t i n u i n g  guidance  w e r e  t o  
be Chou En-lai--a compara t ive ly  s o b e r  voice--and the  of- 
f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG.* 

. .  . 

The Red Guards who fanned o u t  ove r  China a p p a r e n t l y  
had a s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  p rocedure :  t h e y  demanded t h e  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  (purge)  of p a r t y  commit tees  everywhere,  
a n d ,  when l o c a l  p a r t y  leaders d e c l i n e d  t o  p u t  themselves  
o u t  of b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  Guards p h y s i c a l l y  a t t a c k e d  them. 
These a t t a c k s  were o f t e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  res is ted by  l o c a l  
l e a d e r s  who o rgan ized  and suppor t ed  t h e i r  own Red Guards.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these c l a s h e s ,  there was a l so  much c o n f l i c t  
between Maoist  Red Guard groups- -spec ia l ly- favored  Peking  
g roups ,  l o c a l  groups  which had v i s i t e d  Pek ing ,  and l o c a l  
g roups  which had not--and w i t h i n  Red Guard groups .  Begin- 
n ing  i n  t h e  e a r l y  autumn, Mao and L i n ,  s u r p r i s e d  by the 
r e s i s t a ' n c e ,  made a t a c t i c a l  r e t r e a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  regroup 
t h e  Red Guards f o r  ano the r  wave of  a s s a u l t s .  

i n  or abou t  September Mao's new team set up a c e n t r a l  
Meanwhile, looking  toward t h e  purge of t h e  PLA, 

*For example,  Chou i n  September, e x p l a i n i n g  Mao's 
"bombard t h e  headquar t e r s "  e x h o r t a t i o n ,  t o l d  t h e  Red 
Guards t h a t  it was n o t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  u t t e r l y ,  and t h a t  even some (a few) 
first s e c r e t a r i e s  were a c c e p t a b l e .  The Guards were 
t o l d  by  s e v e r a l  spokesmen t h a t  t h e y  themse lves  were t o  
" i n v e s t i g a t e "  and s o r t  t h e  good ones  o u t .  
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C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  Group for  t h e  PLA a l o n e .  Its first 
director was Liu  Chih-chien,  t h e  deputy  director  of t h e  
Gene ra l  P o l i t i c a l  Department  who was c o n c u r r e n t l y  t h e  
s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e  on t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. A t  t h e  same 
time, t h e  MAC r e p o r t e d l y  followed up L i n  P i a o ' s  s t a t e m e n t  
of e a r l y  August--that t h e  first c r i t e r i o n  was w h e t h e r  one 
demonst ra ted  s u p p o r t  of Mao or  not--with a d i r e c t i v e  
o r d e r i n g  a l l  PLA p e r s o n n e l  who encoun te red  s t a t e m e n t s  or 
a c t i o n s  c o u n t e r  t o  Mao's thought  to r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  h i g h e r  
l e v e l s ,  

During October t h e  c e n t r a l  committee h e l d  a n o t h e r  
work c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h i s  one  t o  condemn Liu  and Teng and t o  
hear t h e i r  se l f -cr i t ic isms (rejected a s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ) ,  

how t h e y  planned to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  remain ing  o p p o s i t i o n  
and how p a r t y  leaders m i g h t  s a v e  themselves .  The  two 
t o p  l e a d e r s  warned t h e  assembled r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  
l eade r s - - appa ren t ly  regarded a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  oppos i t i on - -  
t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were g o i n g  t o  h i t  them h a r d  a g a i n ,  
and t h a t  t h e y  must t r y  t o  "pass t h e  t es t . "  Red F l a g  soon 
s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y  what t h e  would involveo-em: 
s e l f - a b a s i n g  self-cr i t ic ism ( i n c l u d i n g  d e n u n c i a t i o n  of 
o t h e r s ) ,  c o r r e c t i o n  of errors ( o f f e n s e s  committed a g a i n s t  
t h e  m i l i t a n t s ) ,  and s u p p o r t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses 
(who wanted t o  b r i n g  them down). rhe. "tests"'were, of 
c o u r s e , * M a o ' s  judgments  as t o  whether t hese  o f f i c i a l s  

and a l s o  t o  h e a r  impor t an t  speeches by Mao and L i n  a s  t o  t: 

r 

w e r e ' l o y a l .  t o  h i m s e l f .  ' * , .  

A s  of autumn 1966, t h e n ,  t h e  conduct  of t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  was t h e  p a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  (a lmost  e x c l u -  
s i v e )  conce rn ,  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  p a r t y  was t h e  c e n t r a l  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and new p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
o r g a n s  were a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  c e n t r a l  ap-  
p a r a t u s  under t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee of w h i c h  
t h e i r  l eaders  were members. 

A t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  p a r t y ,  Mao and L i n  Piao,  w i t h  
Chou En- la i  a s  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e  (sometimes g i v -  
i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  emphas i s ) ,  were now p r o v i d i n g  ' I f  irst l i n e "  
d i r e c t i o n  and s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  a f f a i c s .  J u s t  
below them were t h e  o ther  workingJmenbers  of the p o l i t B u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, Tao Chu, Chen Po-ta,  and Kang Sheng, 
i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  The s t a f f  o f f i ce  was now t h e  s t a f f  o f f i ce  
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, w i t h  t h e  same ap- 
p a r e n t  f u n c t i o n s ,  b u t  w i t h  e n t i r e l y  new l e a d e r s h i p .  
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Although the  c e n t r a l  CRG was now t h e  most impor t an t  
p a r t y  o rgan  under t he  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee,  t he  
p a r t y ' s  r o u t i n e  work a p p a r e n t l y  cont inued  t o  be d i r e c t e d  
by t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t .  As p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  a f t e r  m i d -  
August ( f rom the  t i m e  of Teng Hsiao-p ing ' s  f a l l ) ,  t h e  
s e c r e t a r i a t  was v e r y  p robab ly  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Tao 
Chu,  t h e  d e  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  and t h e  p a r t y ' s  four th-  
r a n k i n g  l e a d e r o m  t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  - h i s  f a l l .  The d i v i s i o n  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  among t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c r e t a r i e s  seemed 
in g e n e r a l  c l e a r ,  b u t  t h e  p a r t y  depar tments  which t h e y  
s u p e r v i s e d  p r e s e n t e d  a mixed p i c t u r e  which may or may n o t  
have been a c c u r a t e .  For example,  the Propaganda Depart-  
ment under  Tao himself  (and h i s  protege Chang Ping-hua) 
was v i s i b l y  a c t i v e ,  as u s u a l ,  while the O r g a n i z a t i o n  De- 
partment--which Tao a p p a r e n t l y  k e p t  fo r  himself a s  well-- 
was a s  u s u a l  notl v i s i b l y  a c t i v e  but  may have been so. .. 1 : I:, 

Some of these depar tments  were s t a f f e d  by  p r o t e g e s  of  Liu 
and Teng, and t h u s  were among t h e  o b j e c t s ,  ra ther  t h a n  
t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  of the  purge .  

r e p u t e ,  remained t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  o rgan  of t h e  p a r t y  
and was t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  promised purge  of t h e  PLA. I m -  
p l emen ta t ion  was g i v e n  t o  the. Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depart-  
ment (no* s u b o r d i n a t e  o n l y  t o  the  MAC) and t o  t h e  PLA/CRG. 
T h i s  p i c t u r e  may have been s e r i o u s l y  m i s l e a d i n g ,  however, 
a s  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Madame Mao was t h e  PLA/CRG's 
"advisor"  and e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r  from t h e  s t a r t ;  a s  i t  
proved ,  t h e  Madame was t o  c l a s h  w i t h  almost a l l  of the  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  MAC, t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department ,  
and t h e  PLA/CRG--and was t o  p r e v a i l .  

The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee, s t i l l  i n  good 

Chou En- l a i  r e t a i n e d  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t he  govern- 
ment s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  p re -  
c a r i o u s .  The work of much of  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was supe r -  
v i s e d  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s ,  which i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
were "mobi l iz ing"  t h e  workers  for  t h e  Revo lu t ion ,  and 
government o r g a n s  were a l s o  hard  h i t  by t h e  Red Guards.* 

#Perhaps t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  i n  e f f e c t  d i s p l a c e d  
the p a r t y  committee s y s t e m  i n  government o r g a n s ,  a s  t h e  
heads  of p a r t y  committees were u s u a l l y  under a t t a c k .  
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What had once been t h e  p a r t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  o rgans  
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  l o y a l t y  of  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
and t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  of p a r t y  members--first t h e  S o c i a l  
A f f a i r s  Department or P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Department o r  
S e c u r i t y  Department ,  a n d ,  second,  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  
Commission and its s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies--now played  no r o l e  
a t  a l l .  The first no l o n g e r  e x i s t e d  even nomina l ly ,  and 
t h e  second e x i s t e d  o n l y  nominal ly ;  t h e  c o n t r o l  com- 
m i s s i o n s  were c l e a r l y  p a r a l y z e d ,  and were t o  be denounced 
l a t e r  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  purge of t h e  p a r t y  
commit tees  and themselves .  A t h i r d ,  the  Committee f o r  
Organs D i r e c t l y  Subord ina te  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee? 
was n o t  mentioned i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I There appeared  t o  be, however, a s  p r e v i o u s l y  sug- 
8. '-'gested, a d e  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  r e p o r t -  

i n g  t o  M a o x n d - - c o m p o s e d  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
s p e c i a l i s t s  Kang Sheng, Hsieh Fu-chih ,  and Wang Tung-hsing.* 
T h i s  d i r e c t o r a t e  presumably worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  other 
new p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o rgans  and s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  work of 
what remained of the  conven t iona l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s .  . 

*The word " d i r e c t o r a t e "  is a r b i t r a r y  ( f o r  l a c k  of a 
better w o r d ) ,  and it m u s t  be emphasized t h a t  t h e  e x i s t -  
ence  of t h i s  group a s  a group--as d i s t i n c t  from t h e  opera-  
t i o n s  of  i ts v a r i o u s  presumed members i n  o t h e r ,  known p a r t y  
organs- - i s  c o n j e c t u r a l .  The c o n j e c t u r e  is b a s e d r ( a )  t h e  
presumption t h a t  t h e  ve ry  few p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t s  
who s u r v i v e d  the  e a r l y  s tages  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  d i d  
so because t h e y  (o r  most of them) had been working f o r  Mao 
p e r s o n a l l y  b e f o r e  t h e  " r evo lu t ion"  began,  (b)  t h e  bel ief  
t h a t  Mao would w i s h  t o  have ,  a s  he had a lways  had before,  
some o rgan  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work, ( c )  t h e  
o c c a s i o n a l  r e p o r t s  of a p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  group l i k e  t h e  
o l d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  Department a t  t he  t o p  of t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s ,  r e p o r t e d  under  v a r i o u s  names, and ( d )  t h e  a s s o c i a -  
t i o n  i n  Red Guard r e p o r t i n g  of Kang Sheng, Hs ieh  Fu-chih 
and Wang Tung-hsing ( the  key f i g u r e s  of t h e  c o n j e c t u r e d  
group)  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work and w i t h  one a n o t h e r ,  
a s  i f  t h e y  worked t o g e t h e r  some of t h e  time. Kang and 
Wang were hard-core Maois t s ;  Hsieh seemed d i f f e r e n t .  

I___-- _ -  



Each of t h e  three key c e n t r a l  organs--the c e n t r a l  
CRG, t h e  MAC, and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e - -  
presumably had a ro l e  i n  naming t h e  members of t h e  s p e c i a l  
"work teams" a s s i g n e d  t o  examine t h e  c a s e  of each a r r e s t e d  
p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  and a ro l e  i n  examining t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  ev id-  
e n c e  e l ic i ted  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of these examinat ions--evidence 
w h i c h  l ed  t o  f r e s h  arrests  and kept  t h e  machine runn ing .  
A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  wou ld  of c o u r s e  be f e d  i n  from t h e  
s u b o r d i n a t e  bodies of t h e  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG, from t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s ,  and from those members of o t h e r  
p a r t y  depa r tmen t s ,  p a r t y  committees, and m i l i t a r y  and 
government o r g a n s  who l i s t e n e d  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and who 
therefore t r i e d  t o  s a v e  themselves  by  denouncing others.  

4. I t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f i n a l  judg- 
ments  were reached  much as t h e y  had been before, a l though  
in t h e  h y s t e r i a  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  there were many 
more adve r se  judgments  t h a n  there had been before. Tha t  
is, f i n a l  judgments  on low- leve l  people cou ld  be made by 
midd le - l eve l  o r g a n s ,  and judgments  on  midd le - l eve l  people  
c o u l d  be made by h igh - l eve l  o r g a n s  such  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG and t h e  MAC and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  
(pe rhaps  a c t i n g  toge the r  i n  t h e  special  "work groups") ,  
b u t  judgments  on t o p - l e v e l  people cou ld  be made o n l y  b y  
Mao and Lin.  

Only a few key f i g u r e s  of t h e  o l d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s ,  a p a r t  from Teng Hsiao-ping, were purged i n  t h i s  
period. Of t h e  members of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  who had s u r v i v e d  
t h e . f i r s t  s tage  and t h e  new secretar ies  added i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of t h e  second ,  o n l y  Kang Sheng was 'a s e c u r i t y  s e c i a l -  

a c t i v e  and i n  h i g h  f a v o r .  Of t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e ?  former 
deputy  director  Li Chieh-po  made his l a s t  appearance  l a t e  
i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  ( i n  T i e n t s i n )  and may have been seized 
soon thereaf te r .  Of t h e  c o n t r o l  cDmmission, t h e  two s u r -  
v l v i n g  secretar ies ,  Chang Yun-i and Hsiao  Hua, remained 
a c t i v e  I n  t h i a  per iod,  a l t h o u g h  i n  other  ro les .  Of t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  research office,  t h e  o n l y  known s u r v i v o r ,  Chen 
Po-ta,  had been absorbed  by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, together,  
presumably,  w i t h  h i s  f u n c t i o n .  Of t h e  d i r ec to r s  of cen- 
t r a l  p a r t y  depa r tmen t s ,  An Tzu-wen and L i  Chu-11 of t h e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department hung on (ba re ly )  t h r o u g h  t h i s  

- ist (some o t h e r s  were concerned  m a r g i n a l l y ) ,  and he  m_, rema ned 
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s t a g e ;  Hsiao Hua and L i u  Chih-chien of t h e  Genera l  P o l i -  
t i c a l  Department were both  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
(althongfr Liu was soon t o  f a l l ) ,  w h i l e  Shih  Chin-chien,  
d i rector  of t h e  GPD's p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureau, was 
either soon t o  f a l l  o r  had a l r e a d y  f a l l e n ;  and Hsu P ing  
of  t h e  Un i t ed  F ron t  Department a l s o  hung on through t h i s  
s t a g e .  M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Hs ieh  Fu-chih was a 
key f i g u r e  of  t h e  new team, a s  were a t  l e a s t  two of h i s  
s u r v i v i n g  d e p u t i e s  (Wang Tung-hsing and Yu Sang) ,  and 
the  other d e p u t y  h e l d  on a t  least  th rough  t h i s  stage.  
So d i d  Chang Ting-cheng of t he  P r o c u r a t o r a t e ,  w h i l e  Wu 
Te-feng of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Court  made h i s  l a s t  appearance  
i n  August.  

The T h i r d  Convuls ion ,  November 1966-Apr"i1 1967: The Purge 
of  t h e  PLA Leader sh ip  and the  D e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  P u b l i c  
s e c u r i t y  App a r a t u s  

I n  e a r l y  November, L in  P i a o  c a l l e d  on t h e  masses 
( n o t  j u s t  Red Guard s t u d e n t s )  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p a r t y  and 
government a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a "workers '  
revo1,u t ionary  rebel" headquar t e r s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
Shanghai--a new o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  form for  a n  e a r l y  "seizure 
of power" i n  p a r t y ,  governmental  and economic o rgans  
which con t inued  t o  resist Mao's new team. I n  e a r l y  
December, a 12-point  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG described 
t h e  working-c lass  a s  t h e  " l e a d i n g  force" of t he  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion ,  ex tended  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  fac tor ies  and 
mines,  and c a l l e d  on t h e  workers  t o  s e t  u p  their  own mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  supplemented by Red G u a r d s  a s  necessa ry .  

During December, i n  Mao's reported absence ,  Madame 
Ma0 appeared  t o  be d i r e c t i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and 
she d i d  so  a g g r e s s i v e l y .  I n  a s i n g l e  i n c e n d i a r y  speech 
i n  mid-December  , she  ( a )  se t  o f f  t h e  purge of t o p - l e v e l  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  by a t t a c k i n g  Ho Lung, t h e n  second-rank- 
i n g  o n l y  t o  L i n  P i a o  on t h e  MAC, (b) marked s e v e r a l  
s econd- l eve l  p a r t y  leaders ( i n c l u d i n g  a deputy  chairman 
of t h e  a G )  f o r  Red Guard a t t a c k s ,  i n  t h e  first known 
i n s t a n c e  of  e x p l i c i t  t a r g e t i n g ,  ( c )  descr ibed t h e  r e g i m e ' s  
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  ( t h e  o rgans  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  and t h e  P r o c u r a t o r a t e  and 
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Supreme C o u r t )  a s  a group of "bourgeoisf1 o r g a n s  and c a l l e d  
on r a d i c a l  Red Guards t o  " take them over"  by force,  and 
( d )  w h i l e  c r i t i c i z i n g  Red Guard excesses, c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Red Guard f 9 c o n t r o l  squads , "  t h e  o n l y  
o r g a n s  cha rged  w i t h  p r e v e n t i n g  those excesses. 

Fol lowing  t h e  Madame's speech, Ho Lung and s e v e r a l  
o the r  h igh- ranking  of f icers  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  lead-  
e r s h i p  and t h e  r e g i o n a l  commands were soon brought  down. 
One of them was a k e y  f i g u r e  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s :  Yang Yung, commander of t h e  Peking Gar r i son .  
The c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  these off icers  of a long-s tanding  
and e l a b o r a t e  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  seize power w a r e  no t  credible ,  
b u t  a l l  of t h e m  had a p p a r e n t l y  resisted t h e  impact of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  i n  t h e i r  areas  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Madame Mao i n  h e r  speech had exempted M i n i s t e r  of 
P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  H s i e h  Fu-chih and h i s  M i n i s t r y  ( i . e .  t h e  
c e n t r a l  o f f i ce  i n  Pek ing) . f rom h e r  g e n e r a l  d e n u n c i a t i o n  
of t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and indeed '  spec i f ied  
t h a t  pe r sons  a r r e s t e d  by  t h e  Red Guards s h o u l d  be handed 
ove r  t o  t h a t  M i n i s t r y  (as  d i s t i n c t  from i ts  s u b o r d i n a t e  
o r g a n s ) .  The t h r u s t  of h e r  remarks ,  however, w a s  a n  en- 
couragement t o  t h e  Red Guards t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  th roughou t  China.  * Beyond t h i s ,  t h e  Madame's 

*As others  have no ted ,  H s i e h  bought ' .  h i s  own p o l i t i -  
c a l  s u r v i v a l  a t  t h e  cost  of d e s t r u c t i o n  of h i s  a p p a r a t u s .  
H e  was l a t e r  quo ted  a s  l f admi t t i ng f l  t h a t  "probably  a l l f f  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  pe r sonne l  d u r i n g  1966 had t r i ed  t o  
protect loca l  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  and to  s u p p r e s s  Red Guards.  
The anger  of t h e  Maoists e t  t h i s  behav io r  was e v i d e n t  i n  
t h e  13 Janua ry  d i r e c t i v e  (of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee) on 
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work w h i c h  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  p u n i s h  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s  themselves .  T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  a t  t h e  t i m e  
of $ t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  was r e a l l y  a d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  PLA, 
w h i c h  was abou t  t o  t ake  o v e r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s ;  i t  
r e i t e r a t e d  c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i v e s  g i v e n  t h e  PLA, e.g.  any 
w r i t t e n  or spoken  cr i t ic ism of Mao or L i n  Piao was a 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t ,  and a n t i c i p a t e d  others ,  e . g .  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  were n o t  t o  be a s s a u l t e d  or d e t a i n e d .  Madame Mao 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  commented a g a i n  on  H s i e h  Fu-chih,  whose 
M i n i s t r y  and pe r son  were then  under  heavy Red Guard a t -  
t a c k ;  t h i s  time s h e  was bore c a n d f 6 , .  d e s c r i b i n g  H s i e h  
a s  l o y a l  b u t  "weak." 
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I speech  set o f f  t h e  movement t o  "seize' power" from below 
i n  a l l  s u r v i v i n g  o rgans  of t h e  p a r t y  and government.  

It was appa ren t  by  l a t e  December t h a t  Tao C h u ,  
t h e  de -- f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of  t h e  p a r t y  s ince  Augus t ,  
was abou t  t o  f a l l - - t h e  first m e m b e r  of blao's new team 
t o  do so. There is p e r s u a s i v e  ev idence  t h a t  Tao was 
g u i l t y - - e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  charged--with having t r i e d  t o  
"restrict t h e  scope" of  t h e  Revo lu t ion  ( t h e  s c a l e  of  t h e  
purge) i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n  h i s  o l d  Cen- 
t r a l - S o u t h  Bureau. From t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  d e  f a c t o  secre- 
t a r i a t  o f '  t h e  p a r t y  seemed t o  be t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG.* 

-- 

I n  e a r l y  Janua ry  Madame Mao denounced L i u  Chih- 
c h i e n ,  t h e  chairman of the'. PLA's C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  
Group, which had been des igned  t o  be t h e  main i n s t r u m e n t  
f o r  t h e  purge of  t h e  PLA. L i u  was c r e d i b l y  charged  w i t h  
having  res i s ted  j u s t  s u c h  a large-scale purge a s  had 
been carried o u t  i n  December. Immediately thereaf te r ,  
t h e  MAC announced t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/CRG un- 
d e r  Hsu Hsiang-chien,  a h igh- ranking  o f f i c e r  of t h e  MAC 
and ( u n l i k e  L i u )  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  man. H i s  p r i n -  
c i p a l  d e p u t i e s  were t o  be GPD d i r e c t o r  Hsiao Hua and ac t -  
i n g  C/S Yang Cheng-wu, t h e  o f f icers  who had been charged  
w i t h  s u p e r v i s i n g  Liu  Ch ih -ch ien ' s  work i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
s t a g e .  Lesser f i g u r e s  of  t h e  r eo rgan ized  group were Wang 
Hs in - t ing ,  a deputy  C/S and onet ime p ro tege  of Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g ,  some other o f f i c e r s  of t h e  GPD, and Lin P i a o ' s  w i f e ,  
Yeh Chun. The r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG was t o  c a r r y  o u t  its 

I 
I *As Madame Mao p u t  i t ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG was t h e  "secre- I 

t a r i a l  team" of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t he  p o l i t b u r o ,  
a s t a n d i n g  committee composed of Mao, L in ,  Chou, and t h e  
two ( o r  pe rhaps  three) r a n k i n g  f i g u r e s  of t h e  CRG, and 
one more leader ( L i  Fu-chun) l a t e r  t o  be dropped. More 
p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  CRG ( s h e  s a i d )  "pu t  f o r t h  views" f o r  Mao, 
Lin  and Chou " t o  c o n s i d e r . "  Although Chen Po-ta was s t i l l  
chairman of t h e  CRG, it was Kang Sheng--the o n l y  one of  
t h e  l o t  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  on t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t - -  
who r e p o r t e d l y  r e p l a c e d  Tao Chu a s  t h e  -- d e  fac to  s e c r e t a r y  
genera  1. 

I 
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work under ? t h e  "direct  l eade r sh ip t1  of t h e  MAC and t h e  cen- 
t r a l  CRG, s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h i s  l a t t e r  body f o r  t h e  first 
time. Madame Mao was still  its dominant f i g u r e .  

The c a l l  t o  Itseize powerf1, c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  Janua ry ,  
led t o  a v i o l e n t  a s s a u l t  on t h e  p a r t y  and governmental  .- 
a p p a r a t u s  lbhroughout China,  The c o l l a p s e  of t h e  c o n t r o l  
f u n c t i o n  o f ' t h i s  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t u r n  r e s u l t e d  i n  anarchy 
and chaos ,  a s  those who had seized t h e  s e a l s  of power 
were i n  f a c t  i n c a p a b l e  of performing any of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  . 
of t h e  a p p a r a t u s  t h e y  had d i s p l a c e d .  Thus on 21 Janua ry  
Mao p e r s q n a l l y  directed L in  P i a 0  t o  order t h e  PLA i n t o  
a c t i o n  to '*suppor t  t h e  Left"--meaning, a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  
genuine  l e f t i s t s  a s  Mao saw them. Be d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  
PLA much h e l p ,  however, i n  de t e rmin ing  w h i c h  o rgan iza -  
t i o n s  were t r u l y  L e f t  and i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  PLA g e n e r a l l y  
moved t o  restore order and t o  become a -- de f a c t o  govern ing  
a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  name of t h e  L e f t .  Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
w h i c h  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  PLA's d e c i s i o n s  as t o  w h i c h  of them 
were t r u l y  L e f t ,  and t,hose w h i c h  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  what 
was r e a l l y  a m i l i t a r y ' o c c u p h t i o q ,  were p h t  down hard .  
(The c e n t r a l  CRG l a t e r  r e v e r s e d  a number of these deci- 
s i o n s , )  Those w i l l i n g  t o  cooperate w i t h  t h e  PLA were 
t reated w e l l .  A s  p a r t  of t h e  e f for t  t o  restore order, 
t h e  PLA moved q u i c k l y  t o  t a k e  ove r  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
o rgans  r e n d e r e d  i n e f f e c t u a l  by  l l s e i z u r e s  of power.1'* 

i *The p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  bureau i n  Peking  i t s e l f - - a  bureau  
b e i n g  f o u g h t  o v e r  by two Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t r y i n g  
t o  "seize powerf1 i n  it--was p u t  under  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  
i n  e a r l y  Februa ry ,  azter w h i c h  t h e  Red Guards were t o l d  
t o  s t a y  o u t  of s e c u r i t y  organs .  The young r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r i e s  were a t h r e a t  even to  t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ;  i n  mid-February, a c e n t r a l  committee 
d i r e c t i v e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a number of t h e  p a r t y ' s  conf iden-.  
t i a l  documents and f i l e s  had been s t o l e n ,  and it i n s t i -  
t u t e d  measures  t o  protect s u c h  h o l d i n g s  (e.g.  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
them t o  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ,  g i v i n g  cus tody  t o  p rev ious ly -  
c l e a r e d  p e r s o n n e l  o n l y ,  and f o r b i d d i n g  anyone t o  touch  
top secret m a t e r i a l  s u c h  a s  code-word documents w i thou t  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  from h i g h e r  l e v e l s ) .  
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A t  t h e  end of J a n u a r y ,  a MAC d i r e c t i v e  s i g n e d  by 
Mao a s  chairman modu a t e d  t h e  conduct  of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA i t s e l f - - c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
of n o t  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  PLA f u r t h e r  w h i l e  Mao's new team 
was dependent  on  i t  t o  restore and m a i n t a i n  order .  The 
MAC d i r e c t i v e  p l a c e d  r e s t r a i n t s  on r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y  
a t  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  (e .g . ,  t h e r e  was t o  be no more "d ragg ing  
o u t " ) ,  and i t  i n  effect  exempted l i n e  u n i t s  from t h e  
s t r u g g l e  . 

A t  t h e  same time ( l a t e  J a n u a r y ) ,  Peking  c a l l e d  
f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" composed 
of PLA o f f i c e r s ,  p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to a c t  a s  p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  of power 
a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  These were t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

d e s t r o y e d .  Although t h e  PLA component was c l e a r l y  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  dominate  moss of t h e s e  committees i n  t h e i r  
e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  P e k i n g ' s  commentar ies  emphasized t h a t  t h e  
o t h e r  two components were t o  have e q u a l l y  impor t an t  ro les ,  
and t h a t ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  p a r t y  component was pr imary .  
(By March, - Red F lag  was p repa red  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a r t y  
component a s  t h e  "core. ") 

p a r t y  commbttees and government o r g a n s  which had been '..! 

During Februa ry  1967, i n  an atmosphere o f  s t r o n g  
o f f i c i a l  a p p r o v a l  fo r  t h e  PLA's e f f o r t s  t o  restore order,* 
a n  "adverse  c u r r e n t "  was a l l e g e d l y  s e t  i n  mot ion  by Tan 
Chen-l in ,  t h e  secre ta r ia t ' s  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
and t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of government o r g a n s  concerned  w i t h  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  Tan l a t e r  became t h e  s y m b o l  of a l l  of t h o s e  
i n  t h e  government bureaucracy- - l ike  Tao Chu of t h e  paPty  
a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  purged l e a d e r s  of t h e  PLA--who w i s h e d  
t o  r educe  t h e  scale  of t h e  purge.  Dur ing  March d e v e r a l  
h igh - l eve l  b u r e a u c r a t s  (most ly  economic s p e c i a l i s t s ,  some 

*Lin P iao  c l e a r l y  s u p p o r t e d  these e f f o r t s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
I n  a d e a t h l e s s  s e n t e n c e  which p robab ly  i n d i c a t e s  what 
k ind  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successo r ' '  t o  Mao he w i l l  be, he 
s a i d :  "To u s e  my cus tomary  language ,  I would d e f i n e  
p o l i t i c a l  power a s  t h e  power of s u p p r e s s i o n . "  
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of them p o l i t b u r o  members) were h e a v i l y  c r i t i c ized ,  report- 
e d l y  on t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG; and i t  was 
l a t e r  r e p e a t e d l y  asserted t h a t  t h e  "adverse  c u r r e n t "  aimed 
a t  over throwing  t h e  CRG. Chou En- l a i ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  of- 
f i c e r  of t h e  government ,  h i m s e l f  first p u b l i c i z e d  ( i n  
March) t h e  " adve r se  c u r r e n t "  and stood w i t h  t h e  others 
of Ma6's new team i n  c a l l i n g  on t h e  masses  t o  beat  i t  
back. (Chou may have been p r o t e c t i n g  h i m s e l f . )  

a t  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and d i d  n o t  l i k e  
i t .  Orde r  had been  restored, b u t  t h e  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees" were i n  g e n e r a l  nOt L e f t  enough, and t h e  PLA 
had ac t ed  too v i g o r o u s l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
- - e spec ia l ly  (and n e c e s s a r i l y )  a g a i n s t  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  
of them, some of which were p a r t i c u l a r l y ' f a v o r e d  by  t he  
CRG. W i t h  regard  t o  t h e  committees, t h e  PLA was ordered 
to  exercise (con t inue  t o  exercise) power t e m p o r a r i l y  
th rough  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  commissions,  u n t i l  genu ine  
Maoist r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees c o u l d  be assembled. W i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  L i n  himself  i n  a 30 
March s p e e c h  t o l d  PLA leaders  t h e y  would h e n c e f o r t h  be 
res t r ic ted i n  the i r  u s e  of c o e r c i o n  a g a i n s t  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  and t h a t  PLA u n i t s  would n o t  be al lowed t o  t a k e  
any  a c t i o n  on t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e .  A 10-point  MAC direc- 
t i v e  s o o n  f o r b a d e  t h e  PLA to  f i r e  on  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
t o  make mass a r r e s t s ,  or  t o  c l a s s i f y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a s  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i t h o u t  t h e  MAC'S a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  same month (March),  Mao and L in  looked a g a i n  

Wi th  t h i s  second swing  to t h e  l e f t ,  Mae's team 
a g a i n  changed t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLA/CRG. I n  mid- 
A p r i l  Madame Mao r e p o r t e d l y  fvdismisaed" Hsu Hsiang-chien 
and gave  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  two of h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  Hsiao 
Hua and Yang Cheng-wu (who had both  now s u r v i v e d  t w o  
per iods  of f f r i g h t i s t f T  e r rors ) ,  and t o  H s i e h  Fu-chih.  A t  
abou t  t h i s  time, these three men and Su Yu were r e p o r t e d l y  
added t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  MAC. Al though 
t h e  old m a r s h a l s  remained nominal  members, these younger 
men, w i t h  L i n  P iao ,  were now t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders of Maofs 
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Ne i the r  Hsieh n o r  Su seemed a hard-core 
Maoist. 
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A t  t h e  same time ( A p r i l  1967), Pek ing  launched 
what was t o  be a new s t a g e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  
one c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  "cr i t ic ism and r e p u d i a t i o n "  of Liu  
Shao-chi - - i . e . ,  all of t h e  anti-Mao c o n c e p t s  and prac-  
t ices  of which L iu  was now t h e  p r i n c i p a l  symbol. R e l a t e d  
to  th i s - -us ing  L i u  a s  t h e  n e g a t i v e  example--was a mass ive  
campaign of " s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a  t i o n "  (meaning, 
i n t e r p r e t e d  nar rowly ,  c r i t i c  i s m  by o t h e r s ,  se If -cr i t ic 2sm, 
and reform) i n  e v e r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  China.  Revolu t ion-  
a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  l i k e  o t h e r s ,  were t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  these ends.  However, L i n ' s  l a t e  
March s p e e c h ,  t h e  e a r l y  A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  p u t t i n g  t h e  PLA 
on t h e  l e a s h  a g a i n ,  and cr i t ic ism of some PLA CDmmands 
by Mao h i m s e l f ,  combined t o  encourage  t h e  mass organiza-  

s a  t i o n s  t o  unprecedented  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  months ahead.  
6 1  7 .  

A s  of A p r i l  1967, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o rgans  
formed d u r i n g  t h e  Cu l tu ra l .  Revo lu t ion  remained a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  appara-  
tus--of t h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c r e t a r i e s  
s u p e r v i s i n g  government o r g a n s ,  and t h e  r e g i o n a l  and pro- 
v i n c i a l  p a r t y .  s t ruc ture- -seemed t o  be, i n  g e n e r a l ,  o u t  
of b u s i n e s s .  Kang Sheng was s a i d  t o  be t h e  d e  f a c t o  
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  b u t  h e  appeared  t o  o p e r a t T o m  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG, which s e n t  o u t  a r a n g e  of d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  
s o r t  p r e v i o u s l y  s i g n e d  by t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t .  A l m o s t  a l l  
of t h e  d t h e r - s e c r e t a r i e s  were under  Red Guard a t t a c k ,  
and so were almost a l l  bf t h e  known d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s ;  t h e  one known e x c e p t i o n ,  Wang L i ,  
who had succeeded  Tao Chu a s  d i rec tor  of t h e  Propaganda 
Department ,  a l s o  operated o u t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, of 
which he was a member, and gave o r d e r s  t o  t h e  propaganda 
a p p a r a t u s  in his c a p a c i t y  as a " s e c r e t a r y * ?  of t h e  CRG. 
(The government o r g a n s  which t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  
s u p e r v i s e d  were themselves  compara t ive ly  i n a c t i v e ;  there 
is much t e s t imony  to  t h e  chaos  and t h e n  p a r a l y s i s  i n  
them i n  e a r l y  1967.) And w h i l e  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and provin-  
c i a l  bu reaus ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  commissions,  
still e x i s t e d  nominal ly ,  Chou E n - l a i ' s  remark a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e y  had " v i r t u a l l y  d i s i n t e g r a t e d "  was i f  a n y t h i n g  
a n  unde r s t a t emen t .  

I 
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The c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  a s  of A p r i l  1967, con t inued  
t o  be dominated b y  Mao, L i n ,  Chou, and t h e  s u r v i v i n g  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  CRG, Chen Po-ta ,  Kang Sheng, and Madame 
Mao. These f i v e  or s i x  ( t h e  fo rma l  s t a t u s  of Madame Mao 
was u n c e r t a i n )  con t inued  t o  comprise  t h e  s t a n d i n g  commit- 
tee of t h e  pol i tburo. .*  The s t a f f  o f f ice  under Wang Tung- 
h s l n g  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o rgan  f o r  t h e  "cen- 
t r a l  committee,'' meaning t h i s  g roup ,  and con t inued  t o  have 
impor t an t  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  f u n c t i o n s .  The c e n t r a l  CRG 
was t h e  d e  fac to  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  w i t h  t h e  most impor t an t  
"secretase-n a d d i t i o n  t o  Chen, Kang, and Madame Mao-- 
b e i n g  Chang Chun-chiao, Yao Wen-yuan, Wang Tung-hsing, 
Wang L i ,  Kuan Feng, and Chi PenLyu. To r e p l a c e  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  r e g i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were r e p o r t e d l y  
d i v i d e d  among t h e s e  CRG f i g u r e s ,  e a c h  t a k i n g  pr imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  one p a r t  of China. . >- 

The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Uommittee under  L i n  P iao  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  
I ts  a c t i v e  of f icers  were v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  
d i rec tors  cif t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs :  Hsiao Hua, 
Yang Cheng-wu and Hsieh Fu-chih o f  t h e  PLA/CRG, and Hsiao 
Hua a g a i n  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department. P o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  d e c i s i o n s  were announced i n  t h e  name of t h e  MAC 
a s  a whole:  e . g . ,  bo th  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of  t h e  PLA/CRG 
i t se l f ,  and t h e  o r d e r  of s o l i t a r y  confinement  u n t i l  t r i a l  
f o r  a p r o v i n c i a l  deputy commander charged  w i t h  c o n s p i r i n g  
a g a i n s t  h i s  commander ( t h e  depu ty  was l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  s h o t ,  
t h e  o n l y  impor t an t  f i g u r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  executed  through 
1968) .  The MAC had a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  y e t  o rgan ized  a c e n t r a l  
"Support  t h e  Le f t "  Group t o  hand le  t h e  PLA's r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a l though  i n d i v i d u a l  
m i l i t a r y  men i n  t h e  p rov inces  were descr ibed  a s  b e i n g  i n  
c h a r g e  of s u c h  work. 

* L i  Fu-chun was s t i l l  nominal ly  a member, b u t  
no t - to  have had t h e  same s t a t u s  a s  t h e  others. 

seems 
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Conceived narrowly-- that  is, a p a r t  from t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG and t h e  MAC, both  of w h i c h  had other concerns-- the 
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  as of A p r i l  1967, c o n s i s t e d  
of :  

(a) t h e  de  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  
of Kang Sheng, H x e h c h i h ,  and Wang Tung-hsing, who 
were invo lved  i n  t h e  work of a l l  t h e  p a r t s  df  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  ; 

h e a v i l y  i n v d l v e d  i n  t h e  work of other components; 

(or e q u i v a l e n t )  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department,  down 
t h e  l i n e ;  

(d)  t h e  s p e c i a l  "work groups" examining t h e  c a s e s  
of ar res ted  pa r ty  l e a d e r s  and a c q u i r i n g  in fo rma t ion  on 
those i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e m ;  

(b) t h e  c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f i c e ,  a l s o  

(c) t h e  PLA/CRG and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bu reaus  

(e) o ther  ad hoc teams, composed of o r  appo in ted  -- by officers of these c e n t r a l  o r g a n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
cases of p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  under s u s p i c i o n  and 
n o t  y e t  a r res ted ,  or s e n t  o u t  t o  g a t h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  mater- 
i a l '  on those a r r e s t e d ; *  and 

( f )  t h e  s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t s  (sometimes c a l l e d  
t h e  "committee for  p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p " )  of t h e  
emerging " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,qf which  seemed t o  

*One r e p o r t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team was composed of l o w -  
l e v e l  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and a high-ranking member 
of t h e  "securi ty  department" (p robab ly  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
bureau)  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depar tment  of a r e g i o n a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  command; a n o t h e r  was composed of Ting  Chun of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f i ce ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  of 
a r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  command, and a deputy commander of 
a p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t .  

I 1 



I 1 

I 

be t a k i n g  on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  both p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y .  
work w i t h i n  t h e  committees and p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work out -  
s ide  it; and,  p robab ly ,  

(g) some of t h e  c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s ,  
presumably r e s p o n s i v e  t o  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  
w h i c h  th rough t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f ices  con- 
duc ted  p o l i t i c a l  work i n  government (mainly economic) 
o r g a n s  and examined thecconduct  of government o f f i c i a l s  
--although Borne or pe rhaps  even  most of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
off ices  had been too closely i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  o l d  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and had c e a s e d  tor f u n c t i o n .  

longer a p a r t  of t h i s  p i c t u r e .  The M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  
S e c u r i t y  remained i n  Peking  as a ghos t ,  b u t  its subor-  

t h e  p r o c u r a t o r a t e s  and t h e  c o u r t s .  

Many of t h e  key f i g u r e s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  a s  i t  had exis ted i n  autumn 1966--most of whom 
had been i n  f a v o r  a t  t h a t  time--were purged by A p r i l  1967. 
Whereas t h e  purge when i t  began i n  s p r i n g  1966 was sup- 
posed ly  t o  affect  oltlly a l thandful l l  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  by 
A p r i l  1967, i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  as w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  a s  a w h o l e ,  t h e r e  was j u s t  a handfu l  
of t r u s t e d  l e a d e r s  left--a handfu l  which was t o  become 

0 The t r a d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  was no 

* d i n a t e  a p p a r a t u s  had been  t aken  over  by t h e  PLAY a s  had 

I smaller y e t  . 
I 

The most impor t an t  c a s u a l t y  of t h e  p e r i o d  was of 
c o u r s e  t h e  de  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  Tao Chu, who took 
some o t h e r s a o m t h  him (see below). Of other secre- 
t a r i e s  of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  concerned m a r g i n a l l y  w i t h  poli- 
t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work, Tan Chen-l in  had been removed b y ' t h e  
end of Apr i l  and Yeh Chien-ying ( l i a i s o p  w i t h  t h e  MAC) 
was under heavy a t t a c k .  

t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  components: 
t h e  Organ iza t ion  Department ,  i n  d i s f a v o r  from t h e  s t a r t ,  

Of t h e  now i n a c t i v e  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s  w i t h  p o l i -  
An Tzu-wen and L i  C h u - l i  of 
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were b o t h  purged i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ; *  Ku Mu of  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
and Commercial P o l i t i c a l  Department b a r e l y  l a s t e d  through 
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and t h e n  d i s a p p e a r e d ;  Hsu P ing  of t h e  United 
F r o n t  Department was a p p a r e n t l y  purged i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
( i n t e r  a l i a  f o r  s a y i n g  t h a t  L i n . P i a o ' s  h e a l t h  was n o t  
g w w m  was t r u e ) ;  and Chang Yen of t h e  F o r e i g n  A f -  
f a i r s  P o l i t i c a l  Department ,  a new department  f i r S t  iden- 
t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  was probably purged by t h e  end of 
t h i s  p e r i o d .  (The Propaganda Department f e l l  w i t h  Tao . 

t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG.) I 

The c e n t r a l  CRG, which had become t h e  d e  f a c t o  

Chu and h i s  deputy  Chang Ping-hua, and was absorbed  by I li 

5 

s e c r e t a r i a t  by t h e  end of 1966, l o s t  t h r e e  o f 7 t Z G V e n  
r a n k i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  t h i s  .per iod:  its s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  Tao + 

Chu, his p r o t e g e  Wang ,Jen-chung, and i i u  Chih-chien (both 
deputy  cha i rmen) .  

The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee, s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s  j u s t  a s  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  had been  t h e  o v e r a l l  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  
apparatus ,  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  by  t h e  purge  of Ho 
Lung and t h e  d e c l i n e  (in v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s )  of o t h e r  o l d  - 

. m a r s h a l s ,  Nieh Jung-chen, Hsu Hiang-chien, and Yeh Chien- 
y i n g .  None of  t h e  l a t t e r  t h r e e  was I purged b u t  a l l  were 
under  a t t a c k  and were a p p a r e n t l y  se t  a s i d e  i n  f a v o r  of 
t h e  younger men who d i r e c t e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs 
s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  MAC. Of t h e s e  organs ,  t h e  PLA/CRG ' 
l o s t  both  of its d i r e c t o r s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  first L iu  Chih- 
c h i e n  (purged)  and t h e n  Hsu Hsiang-chien ( s e t  a s i d e ) ,  
The General  P o l i t i c a l  Department l o 8 t  t h i s  same Liu  Chih- 
c h i e n  and ,  i f  he had no t  a l r e a d y  been purged,  S h i h  Chin- 
c h i e n ,  onetime d i r e c t o r  of its p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureau.  
Yang Yung, t h e  commander of  t h e  Peking Garr ison-- the i m -  
med ia t e ly  a v a i l a b l e  t r o o p s  t o  e n f o r c e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
decis ions--was a l s o  purged i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

*The P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Bureau of t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
Department presumably became i n a c t i v e  when t h e  Depart-  " ' 

ment d i d .  
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As for  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  t a k e n  ove r  
by t h e  PLA, t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  i n a c t i v e  M i n i s t r y  of  P u b l i c  
S e c u r i t y  i n  Peking a l l  remained i n  f a v o r ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  
p o s t s .  Hsieh Fu-chih and Wang Tung-hsing, two of t h e  
three key f igu res  of t h e  7- d e  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
directorate  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  work, may have t aken  i n t o  

' t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  t w o  other d e p u t y  minis-  
' ters who had survkved ,  Yang Chi-ching and Yu Sang. 

d i r e c t o r a t e  may conce ivab ly  have been g iven  o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  
i n  t h i s  per iod,  a s  Yu was soon i d e n t i f i e d  as an  o f f i c e r  
of  a n  '" important  depar tment .  ") But  the p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  
of the a n c i l l a r y  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  b o d i e s ,  t h e  Supreme Court  
a n d ' t h e  P r o a u r a t o r a t e  , - i a l l  & f 6 1 1  i n  t h i s  per iod:  Yang H s i u -  
f e n g  a . $ u i c i d s ,  'and Wu 'Te-!feng and Chang Ting-cheng purged. 

(The 

I *  , F( 

More R e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  May 1967-February 1968: D i s s o l u t i o n  
of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Dep a r tmen t  and PLA/C RG , Format i o n  
of t h e  'Support  t h e  L e f t '  Group and P o l i t i c a l  Work Group 

I n  May and e a r l y  June  there were renewed c a l l s  f o r  
order,  and on 6 June  a CCP c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  
c a l l e d  o f f i c i a l l y  f o r  an  end t o  v a r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  by  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( a s s a u l t s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  l o o t -  
i n g ,  arrests) and gave t h e  PLA t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  order. I t  d i d  n o t ,  however, a u t h o r i z e  t he  
PLA t o  use force, and mass v i o l e n c e  of c o u r s e  con t inued .  
A d e c i s i o n  was soon made t o  send d e l e g a t i o n s  around China 
t o  n e g o t i a t e  agreements  between contending  Red Guard 

' f a c t i o n s .  

Hsieh Fu-chih of t h e  PLA/CRG (and p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
d i r e c t o r a t e )  was chosen t o  lead t h e  first of these tour- 
i n g  d e l e g a t i o n s ,  accompanied by  Wang L i  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG and by Yu Li -ch in ,  p o l i t i c a l  officer of t h e  CCAF (and 
pe rhaps  a m e m b e r  of  the PLA/CRG t o o ) ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
ms8 o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were i n c l u d e d .  T h i s  group seems t o  
have been t h e  pnoto type  f o r  t h e  " c e n t r a l  committee inves-  
t i g a t i o n  teams" soon i d e n t i f i e d  i n  e s p e c i a l l y  t r o u b l e d  
a r e a s .  A t  an) unspec1fied: t ime t h e r e a q t e r ,  Mao Tseztung 
- - r epor t ed ly  accompanied by Yang Cheng-wu , Chang Chun- 
c h i a o ,  and Wang Tung-hsing--began a t o u r  of s e v e r a l  pro- 
vinces of e a s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  China.  To h e l p  Hsieh w i t h  
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h i s  m i s s i o n ,  Mao i n  mid-July c a l l e d  f o r  a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
of con tend ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  everywhere.  

A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  one of t h e  l a r g e  mass o rgan iza -  
t i o n s  i n  Wuhan r e f u s e d  t o  accept a n  a d v e r s e  r u l i n g  from 
Peking  ( t r a n s m i t t e d  th rough  t h e  Maoist r ad ica l  Wang L i ) ,  
r e fused  t o  j o i n  a n  a l l i a n c e ,  and ,  suppor t ed  by some m i l i -  
t a r y  and p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  u n i t s  i n  Wuhaq, b e a t  and kidnapped . 
members of H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n .  The Wuhan MR Commander 
(Chen Tsa i - t ao )  and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r - - t o  some degree  
responsible--were summoned t o  Peking and purged w i t h i n  
t he  week, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some lesser f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  Wuhan 
command. 

Mao's team r e a c t e d  ve ry  s t r o n g l y  t o  t h e  Wuhan In-  >i c i d e n t .  Fol lowing a speech  by Madame Mao, two days  a f t e r  p -7 

t h e  I n c i d e n t ,  i n  which she  t o l d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e y  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  "defend" themselves ,  some mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  were g i v e n  arms, and o t h e r s  were p e r m i t t e d  
t o  "steal"--or  r e a l l y  s tole--arms from t h e  PLA, still 
f o r b i d d e n  t o  u s e  force. Madame Mao's speech was u s e d  t o  
j u s t i f y  i n c r e a s e d  a t t a c k s  on PLA l e a d e r s  and u n i t s  and 
i n c r e a s e d  f i g h t i n g  among mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

S h o r t l y  thereaf ter  ( l a t e  J u l y )  o ther  leaders of 
t he  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commands,- whetherd by o r d e r ,  or  on 
their  own in i t i a t ive - - a s sembled '  i n  Peking.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
Red - F l a q  was c a l l i n g  fo r  t h e  "overthrow" of  t h e  bad "hand- 
f u l "  i n  t he  PLA. T h i s  c a l l ,  u s i n g  t h e  l o c u t i o n  t h a t  had 
preceded  t h e  purge  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n  effect w i t h d r e w  t h e  r e a s s u r a n c e s  which 
had been g iven  t h e  PLA i n  January  1967. Then on 9 August ,  i n  
a very  ha r sh  speech  t o  PLA l eade r s - - inc lud ing  the r e g i o n a l  
leaders - -Lin  P i a o  c r i t i c i zed  t h e  p a s t  m i s t a k e s  of t h e  
PLA i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t o l d  t h e m  e m -  
p h a t i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e y  were not  t o  take a c t i o n  of any k ind  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  w i t h o u t  o r d e r s  from Peking ,  d e f i n e d  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  f o r  " suppor t ing  t h e  L e f t "  a s  t h a t  of whether a 
g i v e n  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n  suppor ted  Mao (no t  whether i t  
at tacked or  d i d  n o t  a t t a c k  t h e  PLA), and i n s t r u c t e d  them 
t o  seek guidance i n  h a n d l i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from Chou 
and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG ( t h e  s o u r c e s  of gu idance  t o  the young 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a s  well). As word of these speeches- - the  

I 
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Madame's and L i n ' s - - w a s s e n t  o u t ,  there was a g r e a t  i n -  
c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e .  

A t  the  same time--In the p e r i o d  between 22 J u l y  
and mid-August-Mao's team c a r r i e d  ou t  a r a d i c a l  reor- 
g a n i z a t i o n  of t h o s e  o rgans  charged  w i t h  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA and w i t h  gu id ing  t h e  PLA 
a s  a n  in s t rumen t  of t h e  Revolu t ion .  There was some con- 
f u s i o n  i n  t h i s  process- - for  example, Hsiao Hua was r e p o r t -  
e d l y  named a s  one of t h e  l e a d e r s  of one new organ  a few 
d a y s  b e f o r e  he was purged--but when t h e  d u s t  had s e t t l ed  
i n  mid-August Hs iao  and o t h e r s  were o u t ,  the  Genera l  
P o l i t i c a l  Department was on t h e  s h e l f ,  a new 'Support  t h e  
L e f t '  G r o u p  was i n  motion,  and t h e  PLA/CRG had a new l e a d e r .  

par tment  (and(1ong c l o s e  t o  Lin  P i a o ) ,  was c r i t i c i z e d - b y  
Lin  h imsel f  ( i n  h i s  9 August speech) for having "made one 
mis take  a f t e r  another . "*  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  Hs iao  and t w o  
of h i s  remain ing  d e p u t i e s  (Fu Chung and Hsu Li-ching)  
were purged. The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department was s e t  
a s i d e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  (it h a s  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  o n l y  a s  a 
g h o s t ) ,  ** and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a new organ  cal led the  
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group was r e p o r t e d .  

H s i a o  Hua, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  De- 

*Hsiao's c a s e  is compl ica ted .  H e  may have been charged 
both w i t h  " r i g h t i s t "  errors (expres sed  a t  Wuhan) and a l s o  
" u l t r a - l e f t i s t "  o f f enses - tha t  is ,  he ld  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  
the a c t i o n s  of some p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  i n  t h e  MRs who took  
advantage  of t h e  new atmosphere t o  i n t r i g u e  a g a i n s t  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders i n  f a v o r .  For  example,  two p o l i t i c a l  o f -  
f i c e r s  of  t h e  Nanking MR were l a t e r  purged f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  
mass demons t r a t ions  a g a i n s t  Hsu  Shih-yu--demonstrations 
which, a c c o r d i n g  to .one 'uncohf i rmed 'Re8  Guard r e p o r t ,  Mao 
a c t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  Hsu a g a i n s t .  

**The GPD's p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureau presumably went 
o u t  of b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  same time. 
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The p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Department were now t o  be d i v i d e d  between two groups--the 
PLA/CRG and t h i s  new 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group. The PLA 
a s  a n  ob ' ec t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n - - t h a t  is, t h e  purge  of 

which had t a k e n  t h i s  ro le  from t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  De-  
par tment  e a r l y  i n  1967. But t h e  PLA a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  of 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n - - i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  PLA's r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass organiza t ions- -was  now t h e  coiicern 
of t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group, and t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Department was o u t  of b u s i n e s s .  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Hs ieh  Fu-chih,  who had been  one  of t h e  

of t h e  PLA/CRG. O t h e r s  i n  t h i s  five-man c e n t r a l  g roup  
were a t  f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  Hsiao Hua h imsel f  ( a l -  

t h e  PL F-- - -cont inued t o  be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  PLA/CRG, 

The new 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group was p l a c e d  under  

. p r i n c i p a l  o f f i ce r s  (wi th  Hsiao Hua and Yang Cheng-wu) 
Y 

r e a d y  under  a t t a c k  by L i n  Piao and o t h e r s ) ,  and ,  t h e n  
and l a t e r ,  L i  Tien-yu, a depu ty  C/S  l ong  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  
L i n  P i a o  and more r e c e n t l y  one of Hsiao Hua ' s  d e p u t i e s ,  
Cheng Wei-shan, commander or a c t i n g  commander of t h e  
Peking  MR, and Teng Hai-ching, who had t aken  o v e r  U lan fu ' s  
p o s t s  i n  I n n e r  Mongolia.  The  new group r e p o r t e d l y  g o t  
t o  work a t  once ,  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  Of 'Suppor t  
t h e  L e f t '  teams i n  a l l  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and d i s t r i c t s .  

The main ro le  of t h e  new 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  o rgans  
was presumably to  b e . t h a t  of a s s i s t i n g  l o c a l  PLA commands 
i n  hand l ing  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  c e n t r a l  
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group and t h e n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commands t o  c a r r y  them o u t .  Fragmentary r e p o r t i n g  on 
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  in subsequen t  months emphasized t h e i r  
r o l e  as propaganda teams, s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  com- 
mittees of loca l  PLA commands and charged p r i n c i p a l l y  
w i t h  i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Another import-  
a n t  r o l e ,  from t h e  s t a r t ,  was p robab ly  t h a t  of s e r v i n g  
a s  one s t e a d y  c h a n n e l  of informat ion- - for  h e a d e r s o a t  - 
t h e  center--on t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  (most ly  
low-level  u n i t s )  for  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  m i s s i o n s .  The 
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  u n i t s  were known t o  be charged  w i t h  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  And loca l  'Suppor t  t h e  
L e f t '  g roups  were a l s o  known t o  make a s s ignmen t s  of low- 
l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s - - e . g . ,  t o  f ac to r i e s .  
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A t  about t h e  same t i m e ,  by mid-August, t h e  PLA/CRG 
was r e o r g a n i z e d ,  T h i s  a c t i o n  freed H s i e h  Fu-chih for  h i s  
new 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  ro le ,  and r e p l a c e d  Hsiao  Hua and 
several second-level f i g u r e s  of t h e  PLAICRG who had been 
under  a t t a c k  (Hsu Li-ching,  H s i e h  Tang-chung and L i  Man- 
t s u n ) .  Sometime p r i o r  t o  mid-August, Wu Fa-hsien,  commander 
of t h e  CCAF, was r e p o r t e d l y  named to  head t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  
PLA/CRG, t o  be a s s i s t e d  main ly  b y  Chiu Hui- tso,  t h e  D i r -  
ector of Rear  S e r v i c e s  who had s u r v i v e d  heavy Red Guard 
a t t a c k s ,  Chang Hsiu-chuan, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Navy's Po l i -  
t i c a l  Department,  and Yeh Chun, L in  P i a o ' s  wife.  Yang 

, Cheng-wu was now o u t  of t h e  group,  b u t ,  j u d g i n g  from h i s  
reports  i n  September and October, was g iven  t h e  main 
e u p e r v i s o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - - f r o m  h i s  MAC post--over both 

IJ t h e  PLAbCRG and t h e  new 'Support t h e  L e f t  ' Group. * ' "., 
3. i 

Perhaps  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  re- 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/CRG was t h e  appa ren t  f a i l u r e  t o  
rename Madame Mao a s  its a d v i s o r .  She  was never  a g a i n  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a PLA/CRG ro l e ,  and was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  
t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group which r e p l a c e d  t h e  
PLA/CRG some months l a t e r .  The Madame was e v i d e n t l y  
he Id i n  p a r t  respons ib le -one  presume&, by Mao h imse  If-- 
fo r  t h e  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  d i s o r d e r  i n  l a t e  J u l y  and 
e a r l y  August,  and was q u i e t l y  d ropped ,  perhaps  w i t h  h e r  
acqu ie scence .  

Responding t o  t h e  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e  by 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  l a t e  J u l y  and August, on 5 Septem- 
ber Mao's team f i n a l l y  gave t h e  PLA a weapon f o r  l i m i t e d  
purposes ,  A j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, 
MAC, c e n t r a l  CRG, and S t a t e  Council--endorsed by Mao-- 
p r o h i b i t e d  seizure of arms, demanded t h e  r e t u r n  of those 

* I t  is n o t  c l e a r  how a u t h o r i t y  was d iv ided  between 
these organs over  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  a t  
lower l e v e l s ,  which  were n o t  a b o l i s h e d  when t h e  GPD was 
s e t  a s i d e .  These depa r tmen t s  were l a t e r  s u b o r d i n a t e d  
--apparent ly-- to  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group set  up by t h e  
MAC i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1967-68. 
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a l r e a d y  s e i z e d ,  fo rbade  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
and a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  PLA t o  f i r e  upon t h o s e  who r e fused  t o  
s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  arms, r e s i s t e d  a r r e s t ,  o r  a t tempted  t o  
seize more arms. T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was n o t ,  however, a heavy- 
d u t y  weapon which could  be used a g g r e s s i v e l y  t o  restore 
order. 

speech  t o  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e v e r s e d  and r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  
l i n e  of l a t e  J u l y  and e a r l y  August which had been harsh  
and t h r e a t e n i n g  toward t h e  PLA. She w i t h d r e w  bo th  t h e  
c a l l  f o r  t h e  overthrow of a "handful"  i n  t h e  PLA and he r  
own c a l l  f o r  Red Guard groups t o  arm themselves ;  and she  
praised t h e  PLA and c r i t i c ized  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  fo r  
a t tacking it. 

August and e a r l y  September t h a t  Mao and L i n  (and the  of- 
f i c e r s  of t h e  central  CRG) f u l l y  in t ended  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
a n o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  purge of t h e  PLA b u t  were forced t o  
r e t r e a t - f o r c e d ,  t h a t  is ,  by ve ry  s t r o n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
from m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  This view is no t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
the f a c t s ,  and is n o t  demonstrably i n c o r r e c t .  There is 
n o t ,  however, p e r s u a s i v e  ev idence  t h a t  Mao and Lin in t ended  
t o  c a r r y  ou t  a n o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  purge of t h e  PIA; i n  t h e  
first one ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1966-67, spokesmen for  Mao's 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  had denounced a l a r g e  number of m i l i t a r y  
leaders by  name and had gone on t o  purge  the great  m a j o r i t y  a 

of t h o s e  denounced, whereas  i n  A u g u s t  and e a r l y  September 
1967 there  was no r e p e t i t i o n  of t h i s  t a r g e t t i n g .  Beyond 
t h i s ,  i n  t a k i n g  a number o f  c o n c i l i a t o r y  a c t i o n s  toward 
t h e  PLA i n  September 1967 Mao and L in  seemed once a g a i n  
-8s i n  January  1967 when t h e y  moderated t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA a t  t h e  same time t h e y  o rde red  i t  

On t h e  same day (5 September) ,  Madame Mao i n  a 

I t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  conclude  from t h e  e v e n t s  of  

i n t o  a c t i o n - - t o  be r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e i r  dependence on t h e  
PLA t o  c o n t r o l  d isorder ,  and t h u s  t o  be avo id ing  a c t i o n  
which would an tagonfee  t h e  PLA. T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  p robab ly  
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r e f l e c t e d  a l s o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  reached by Mao and others 
on t h e i r  t o u r s  of China and good counse l  from Chou En- 
l a i  and some of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  I t  also, 
f i n a l l y ,  p robably  r e f l e c t e d  counse l  from t h e  r e g i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  assembled i n  Peking ,  who could reason-  
a b l y  have a rgued  t h a t  f a v o r i t i s m  and l e n i e n c y  toward mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would make i t  imposs ib l e  f o r  t he  PLA t o  
form and gu ide  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" and c a r r y  o u t  
o t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t  i v i  t y . 

5 September. d i r e c t i v e  and speech, and i n  mid-September 
Peking began t o  p u b l i s h  Mao's l l i n s t r u c t i o n s "  (g iven  on 
h i s  extended t o u r ) .  Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  undergo 
fu r the r  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n , "  i n  o r d e r .  to  e l i m i n a t e  s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  and f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  t o  deter them from a t t a c k i n g  
t h e  PLA and s e i z i n g  arms,  and t o  speed t h e  fo rma t ion  of 
" a l l i a n c e s . "  The PLA was a l s o  t o  undergo f u r t h e r  rect i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  improve its performance i n  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses .*  The p r o c e s s  of forming 

A dramat i c  d e c r e a s e  i n  disorder soon fo l lowed t h e  

*Yang Cheng-wu, who had accompanied Mao on his t o u r ,  , 
r e p o r t e d l y  conveyed Mao's " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t o  t h e  MAC i n  
a 20 September speech, and i n  so doing he i n d i c a t e d  h i s  
okn s u p e r v i s o r y  role  over  s u c h  s p e d a l  o rgans  a s  t h e  PLA/ 
CRG and t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group. Discuss ing  t h e  
o v e r a l l ' s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  g r e a t  a s s u r a n c e ,  Yang went on t o  
s p e c i f y  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  which had handled t h e  t a s k  of sup- 
p o r t i n g  t h e  L e f t  p r o p e r l y ,  o t h e r s  which had made "mis- 
t a k e s , "  and a few others  ( d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  o r  below) which 
had been unrespons ive  and would be d e a l t  w i th .  Yang a l s o  
a f f i r m e d  b o ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  b r i n g  t o  Peking  fo r  r e indoc -  
t r i n a t i o n  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  of a l l  of the  m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n  and m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  commands, a program t o  be 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG (Chen Po- 
t a  and Kang Sheng) and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r s  of t h e  
PLA/CRG and t h e  'Support  t h e  L e f t '  Group (he s p e c i f i e d  
h i m s e l f ,  Wu Fa-hsien,  and C h i u  Hu i - t so ) .  . " ! I  . ,  
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p r o v i n c i a l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" was t o  be speeded ,  
a iming  a t  complet ion throughout  China by February  1968. 
The m i l i t a r y  p r e s s  echoed Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  PLA, 
t e l l i n g  it t o  s t a y  out of f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  and Chen 
Po-ta improved on Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  young r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r i e s - - c r i t i c i z i n g  them h a r s h l y  and t e l l i n g  them t h a t  
t h e y  were n o t  f i t  t o  l e a d  a r e v o l u t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i n  l a t e  September,  three second- 
i l e v e l  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG were purged ,  bo th  a s  

s c a p e g o a t s  f o r  t h e i r  super iors  who had encouraged e x c e s s e s  
b y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and f o r  o f f e n s e s  of t h e i r  own 
( p o l i t i c a l  maneuvering a g a i n s t  o t h e r s ) .  Wang L i ,  guan 
Feng and Mu Hsin were a l l  charged w i t h  " u l t r a - l e f t "  m i s -  
takes  of  both k i n d s :  t h a t  is ,  fo r  i n s t i g a t i n g  armed 
s t r u g g l e  among mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and f o r  i n c i t i n g  those 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  a t t a c k  PLA l e a d e r s  and t o  seize c o n t r o l  
of government o rgans  ( o n l y  " supe rv i s ion"  was p e r m i t t e d ) . *  
The purge  was a p p a r e n t l y  meant t o  i l l u s t r a t e  P e k i n g ' s  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  h a l t  a l l  k i n d s  of o f f e n s e s  by mass organ iza -  
t i o n s ,  and c l e a r l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  p l a c a t -  
i n g  t h e  PLA i n  t h i s  second per iod  of heavy dependence on 
i t .  

The f a l l  of these second- l eve l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  cen- 
t r a l  CRG c o u l d  be taken  a s  t o p - l e v e l  c r i t i c i sm of some 
of t h e  off icers  of t h a t  o rgan  who had enunc ia t ed  b a s i c  
p o l i c i e s ,  but--apart  from Madame Mao'g removal from t h e  
PW\/CRG--all of them apparent ; ly  con t inued  t o  p r o s p e r .  I t  
was a t  t h a t  ve ry  time (September) t h a t  Mao r e p o r t e d l y  

*These d i sg raced  f i g u r e s  were accused i n t e r  a l i a  of -- 
having encouraged and supported a mass o r a a n i z a t i  on  
w h i c k ' t r i e d  to -b r ing  down- Chou En- la i .  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  Kang Sheng himself--al though among those 
denouncing t h e  organizat ion--was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  sponsor  I '  

of t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i m ,  meaning t h a t  Kang may have t r i e d  
and f a i l e d  t o  d i s l o d g e  Chou a s  t h e  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  p a r t y  
l e a d e r .  But  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  a s  ' 
he is very .  hard on "double-dea l ing ,"  

Some o b s e r v e r s  ' 
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d i r e c t e d  Yao Wen-yuan of t h e  CRG t o  beg in  making prepara-  
t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  Congress;  and it was i n  t h e  
n e x t  month o r  two t h a t  Mao gave a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ' l  
an the r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  t o  Kang Sheng* and Chang 
Chun-chiao, two o t h e r  l e a d e r s  of t he  c e n t r a l  CRG. I n  
other words,  bfao was p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--which 
had p layed  t h e  c e n t r a l  role  i n  t h e  " d e s t r u c t i v e "  s t a g e s  
of the  C u l t u r a l  Revolution--and c a l l i n g  on it t o  p l a y  
t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  " c o n s t r u c t i v e "  s t a g e s  ahead.  
(However, t he  non- rad ica l  Hsieh Fu-chih soon emerged a s  
a n o t h e r  impor t an t  spokesman on p a r t y - b u i l d i n g . )  

By October  1967, many of Mao's r e c e n t  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  
had been collected a s  a " g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  plan" fo r  the  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  The Revolu t ion  (which had begun 
o f f i c i a l l y  i n  May 1966) was envisaged  a s  l a s t i n g  about  1 1  

three y e a r s ;  i n  its l a t t e r  s t a g e s ,  t h e  workers  and 
p e a s a n t s  would become the  " l ead ing  force," and t h e  mass' 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would "recede t o  a s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n " ;  
t h e  Revo lu t ion  was n o t  ( i n  autumn 1967) coming t o  an  
end ,  b u t  was deve loping  "more i n t e n s i v e l y "  ( i n  f a c t ,  i t  
was n o t ) ;  and ,  w h i l e  i t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  fear  "unrest"  
and " tu rmoi l , "  a v e h i c l e  going  t o o  f a s t  "may overturn: ,"  

*Kang a t  t h i s  time ( l a t e  September) showed himself t o  
be s e n s i t i v e  t o  c h a r g e s  t h a t  he and other c e n t r a l  CRG " 

leaders-not  o n l y  t h e  three j u s t  purged--were competing- ' 

fo r  power w i t h  PLA leaders. Speaking a t  a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  
PLA c a d r e s ,  Kang accused  u n s p e c i f i e d  p e r s o n s  of t r y i n g  I 

t o  damage the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  CRG and the PLA 
by a c c u s i n g  h i m  of h o e t i l i t y  toward t h e  P U  and of purg- 
i n g  i t  more t h a n  was n e c e s s a r y ,  and by a s k i n g  s u c h  ques- 
t i o n s  a s  "whether w e  still want" t h e  PLA. On t h e  same 
o c c a s i o n ,  Chou En- la i  de r ided  those  who were a lways  look-. 
i n g  for t h e  s i g n s  of d i v i s i o n  among t h e  t o p  leaders. I t  
was a p p a r e n t ,  however, t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  between c i v i l i a n  
and m i l i t a r y  leaders were t e n s e ,  and it seemed l i k e l y  I 

t h a t  there were indeed t h e  s e r i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  amang t o p  
l e a d e r s  which Chou denied .  

, .  
' !  
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so t h e  p r e s e n t  t a s k  was t o  form a l l i a n c e s ,  d i s c o v e r  re- 
maining enemies,  s tab i l ize  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
and g r a d u a l l y  r e b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y . *  

Mao's team soon moved s w i f t l y  t o  g e t  t h e  mass o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s  under c o n t r o l .  I n  e a r l y 1  Oc tobe r ,  Chang Chun- 
c h i a o  of t he  c e n t r a l  CRG cr i t ic ized  some of  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
and t o l d  t h e  workers  t h a t  t hey  were now t h e  "main force" 
and should  a c t  l i k e  i t .  I n  mid-October, a j o i n t  c i r c u l a r  
of t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  MAC, and the  c e n t r a l  CRG c a l l e d  
fo r  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l o n g  f u n c t i o n a l  
l i n e s - - t h u s  r educ ing  the  size and power of i n d i v i d u a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and h e l p i n g  t o  r e d u c e  v i o l e n c e .  A week 
l a t e r ,  Hsieh Fu-chih t o l d  t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  
c e a s e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  had come t o  

P a r t y  Congress.  H e  confirmed t h a t  t h e  six-man group of 
Mao, L in ,  Chou and--at a lower level--Chen P o - t a ,  Kang 
Sheng and Madame M 8 0 J  he ld  " u l t i m a t e  power" and s t o o d  
above t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and i ts  p o l i t b u r o .  (Madame 
Mao may still  have been a de f a c t o  member of t h e  p o l i t -  
buro  s t a n d i n g  committee;  she  cont inued  t o  behave w i t h  
g r e a t  se If -assurance .  ) 

r e b u i l d  th,e p.a-rty, and a f f i r m e d  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  hold a '? 

Throughout October ,  there was a n  i n t e n s i v e  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  of "Mao-study" c l a s s e s  i n  Peking.  I n  t he  i n t e r e s t  
of r e c o n c i l i n g  con tend ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and forming 
p r o v i n c i a l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees ,"  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  PLA commanders and p a r t y  c a d r e s  
from many r e g i o n s  and p r o v i n c e s  were brought t o  Peking 
t o  a t t e n d  these c l a s s e s .  

*Some p a r t y  o rgan iza t ions - - e .g .  , i n  Shanghai--dated t h e  
beginning  of t h e i r  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n  and r e b u i l d i n g "  from 
t h e  fo l lowing  month (November 1967); i n  g e n e r a l ,  however, 
t h e  p r o c e s s  d i d  n o t  appea r  t o  ge t  underway u n t i l  t he  f o l -  
lowing s p r i n g  o r  l a t e r .  
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C e r t a i n  Maoist f f i n s t r u c t i o n s , l l  however, were sub- 
v e r s i v e  of t h e  e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
Such i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  "to warn of dange r s  from t h e  
r i g h t ,  were t a k e n  by m i l i t a n t  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  j u s t i -  
f y i n g  a resumpt ion  of v i o l e n c e  and of a t t a c k s  on a u t h o r i t y .  
Madame Mao's speeches of e a r l y  and mid-November--which 
were o f f i c i a l l y  disseminated--were e s p e c i a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  
to t h i s  r e a d i n g .  

h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  Congress .  H e  had r e p o r t e d l y  
heard  from Yao Wen-yuan t o  t h e  effect  t h a t  t h e  c o n g r e s s  
c o u l d  be s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by Mao's team, and he 
r e p o r t e d l y  had g i v e n  t o  two other l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRC t h e  t a sk  of. a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  management. Kang 
Sheng was t o  b e ; ' p r i n c i p a l l y  charged w i t h  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  
p a r t y  i n  advance of t h e  c o n g r e s s  and Chang Chun-chiao and 
Yao Wen-yuan were t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  w r i t i n g  t h e  p a r t y  
'''programfc and r e v i s i n g  t h e  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

t r a l  committee, the MAC, t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  S t a t e  
Counc i l  c a l l e d  for t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
- -outs ide  t h e  cen te r - -wi th in  t h e  new f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees." But by t h e  end of December i t  was a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  p a r t y  rebui ld ing- -or  any o ther  " c o n s t r u c t i v e "  
ac t iv i ty -was  go ing  t o  be de layed  a g a i n  by t h e  i n d i s c i -  
p l i n e  and v i o l e n c e  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  by t h i s  t i m e ,  
s e r i o u s  d i s o r d e r s  were a g a i n  b e i n g  reported from almost 
eve ry  p rov ince .  (The Red Guard press was d e c l a r i n g  openly  
t h a t  "more and greater d i s t u r b a n c e s  a r e  needed.") 

A t  about  t h i s  t ime-- the  end of 1967 or t h e  begin-  
n i n g  O f  1968--the PLA/CRC, dominated by Yang Cheng-wu 
s i n c e  t h e  removal  of Madame Mao i n  August, was d i s s o l v e d  
and was r e p l a c e d  by a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  i n s t rumen t ,  a l s o  t o  

By t h i s  t i m e  ( l a t e  November) Ma0 had c a r r i e d  f u r t h e r  

In e a r l y  December, a j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  cen- 
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be dominated by Yang. T h i s  l a t t e r  was t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  
work group" of t h e  MAC, a l s o  known a s  t h e  "work groupt '  
or "operations" group. * 

A c t u a l l y  t h r e e  g roups  were s e t  up  under  t h e  MAC 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The o t h e r  t w o  were t o  be concerned  w i t h  
l i t e r a r y  and a r t  matters i n  t h e  PLA and w i t h  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  p r e s s .  The l i t e r a r y  and a r t  o r g a n ,  l i k e  i ts pre-  
d e c e s s o r ,  was t o  be  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Madame Mao and C h i  Pen- 
yu (soon t o  be purged) ,  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r e s s  o rgan ,  
r e p l a c i n g  one which had been dominated by second- l eve l  
f i g u r e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG purged t h e  p r e v i o u s  September,  
was t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Chen Po-ta and Yao Wen-yuan. 

But t h e  most impor t an t  of t h e  t h r e e  by f a r  was 
' > t . h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group. Charged l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o ,  

w i t h  s a t u r a t i n g  t h e  PLA and its organs w i t h  Mao's 
t hough t ,  it was charged  a d d i t i o n a l l y  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
PLA l e a d e r s  from t h e  army l e v e l  up--in o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  
a judgment,  presumably by t h e  MAC a s  a body and pe rhaps  
bp Lin Piao h imsel f - -as '  t o '  t h e i r -  p o l i t i c a l  , r e l i a b i l i t y .  
Whereas t h e  Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group con t inued  t o  have 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of 
m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  roles and of a s s i s t -  
i n g  t h o s e  chosen t o  perform t h o s e  ro les ,  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Work Group took  over from t h e  PLA/CRG t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

. .  

*It  is imposs ib l e  t o  d a t e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 
t h e  new group.  I t  was sometime b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l  of Chi 
Pen-yu, whose l a s t  appearance  was i n  l a t e  December and 
whose purge was s u r f a c e d  i n  February .  The new g roup  had 
been i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  some weeks--conceivably a s  l o n g  
a s  two months--before mid-February,  when an  army p o l i t i -  
c a l  officer made a report  on i t  t o  h i s  comrades.  There  
is good ev idence  t h a t  t h e  PLA/CRG--under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
of Yang Cheng-wu a t  t h e  MAC level--was a c t i v e  a t  l e a s t  
a s  l a t e  a s  October 1967, when Yang and two of f icers  of 
t h e  PLA/CRG were hand l ing  t h e  c a s e  of Chen T s a i - t a o  and 
o t h e r  d i s g r a c e d  f i g u r e s  of t h e  Wuhan MR and were r e p o r t -  
i n g  on t h e  c a s e  t o  Mao and L i n  and other  l e a d e r s .  
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of l e a d e r s  and t h e  conduct  of t h e  p&ge. I t  a p p a r e n t l y  
a l s o  took  over--from t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group and/or 
t h e  PLA/CRG-the s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  network of p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s  r ema in ing  i n  t h e  PLA.* The PLATCRG d i sap -  
peared  from t h e  news and h a s  n o t  been hea rd  of since.  

The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, now by e a r l y  1968 t h e  
most impor t an t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  o r g a n s  concerned w i t h  t h e  
PLA, was t o  be  s u p e r v i s e d  by t h e  "admin i s t r ag ive  u n i t "  
of t h e  MAC, I n  o t h e r  words,  i t  w a s  n o t  t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  t h e  CRG--as t h e  PLA/CRG had been i n  pa r t - - a s  w e l l  a s  
t o  t h e  MAC. (But o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
C R G ' s  j o i n t  s u p e r v i s o r y  role was assumed by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e . )  I t  was n o t  clear whether  t h e  
" a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t "  was i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  ac t ive  of- 

- ,  f i c e r s  of t h e  MAC'S s t a n d i n g  committee (no tab ly  Hsieh  
Fu-chih,  Yang Cheng-wu, Bu Yu, and Wu Fa -hs i en ) ,  o r  
meant s imply  t h e  o f f i ce  of t h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  
MAC, Yang Cheng-wu. In e i t h e r  case, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group was a p p a r e n t l y  t o  
be Yang, who was t h e  s p e a k e r  on t h e  work of t h a t  body a t  
a meet ing he ld  i n  e a r l y  1968; Yang would t h u s  havet-con- 
t i m e d  i n  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  role which he had p layed  through- 
o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution.** The c h i e f  of t h e  new group 

*The d i v i e i o n  of r e s p a n s l b i l i t y  i n  t h e  work of indoc- 
t r i n a t i o n ,  however, remained unc lea r .  Both t h e  'Suppor t  
thd:.LeSt Groud &hd t 'h&:S?blftiCaI Wdrk GrouP had roles  
I n  i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  t h e  PLA i t s e l f ;  t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  
Group had t h e  so l e  or main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  i n d o c t r i n a t -  
i n g  mass organizataona on b e h a l f  of  PLA commands, 

**There were signs of ill f e e l i n g  between Yang and 
Madame Mao a t  t h i s  e a r l y  1968 meet ing .  Yang i n  h i s  
speech  impl i ed  t h a t  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group had too 
few members--reported by a n o t h e r  source a s  nine--for  i ts  
many t a s k s ;  t h e  Madame--who ranked  Yang i n  t h e  p a r t y  
apparatus-- immediately coun te red  t h a t  a few w e r m u g h  
if t h e y  were good. 
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was n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t ,  j u d g i n g  from l a t e r  mater ia l s ,  
was p robab ly  Wu Fa-hsien,  who had been t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  
PLA/CRG. 

Peking  r e i t e r a t ed  throughout  J a n u a r y  1968 t h a t  
one of t h e  main t a s k s  for t h e  coming y e a r  was t o  " r e c t i f y  
p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s t r e n g t h e n  p a r t y  b u i l d i n g , "  t o  
be c a r r i e d  o u t  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  "struggle-crit icism- 

i t r ans fo rma t ion"  i n  a l l  u n i t s .  T h i s  p u r i f i c a t i o n  had 
a g a i n  j u s t  s t r u c k  or was a g a i n  about  t o  s t r i k e  Mao's 
team i t s e l f .  In mid-February, posters announced t h e  
purge  of Chi  Pen-yu, a n o t h e r  s capegoa t  fo r  t h e  k ind  of 
l l u l t r a l e f t v l  m i s t a k e s  which '  had got t h e  team i n t o  t r o u b l e  
before and were to  blame f o r  t h e  l a t e s t  round of d i f f i -  
cu l t i e s .  Again h ighe r - l eve l  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  
have been h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e ;  b u t  it had neve r  been Mao's 
way t o  a c c e p t  t h e  blame h i m s e l f ,  or  t o  l e t  h i s  f a v o r i t e s  
t a k e  i t .  Among t h e s e  t o p  l e a d e r s ,  f a c e  was saved  f o r  
Madame Mao by a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  C h i ' s  purge 
t o  t h e  Madame, and by blaming C h i  f o r  c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  
he r  among d t h e r s .  In t h i s  connec t ion ,  C h i  was charged 
w i t h  b e i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o r g a n i z e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n  which had tried t o  b r i n g  down Chou En- 
l a i  i n  1967. 

A s  of Februa ry  1968, t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  
s ec re t a r i a t ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  depar tments ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  
commission, and t h e  r e g i o n a l  bureaus  had a l l  " to t t ed"  (as 
t h e  Red Guard p r e s s  s a i d )  and were o u t  of b u s i n e s s ,  a s  
t hey  had been for'more than  a y e a r .  The " c e n t r a l  c o m m i t -  
tee" remained a euphemism f o r  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of  
t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG remained t h e  de  f a c t o  
s e c r e t a r i a t ,  w i t h  Kang Sheng r e p o r t e d  t o  be t h e  a facto 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l .  The c e n t r a l  CRG appeared  t o  G l m  
primacy o v e r  t h e  MAC, owing t o  t h e  ass ignment  t o  CRG 
o f f i c e r s  (Kang, Chang, and Yao) of r e s p o n s i b i € i t y " f o r  re- 
o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  p a r t y  and p r e p a r i n g  for  a p a r t y  c o n g r e s s ,  
The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  dominate t h e  
m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  remained t h e  o n l y  p a r t y  organ  
which was or c o u l d  become a r i v a l  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, 
and had a p p a r e n t l y  made some g a i n s  v i s - a -v i s  t h e  CRG a s  
a result of t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/CRG exc lud ing  
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Miadame Mao, t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  
Group, and t h e  r ep lacemen t  of t h e  PLATCRG by t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Work Group r e spDns ib le  t o  t h e  MAC. The p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
d i r e c t o r a t e  con t inued  t o  e x i s t ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t u s ,  and Mao.was.quoted a s  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  political 
s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  PLA was o i n t l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of Kang 
Sheng (of t h i s  d i r e c t o r a t e  -.+-2! and Yang Cheng-wu. 
d i r e c t o r a t e  d i d  n o t  have an a p p a r a t u s  throughout  China 
o f  t h e  size and s t r e n g t h  of those s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  cen- 
t r a l  CRG and t h e  MAC; t h a t  is,% w h i l e  t h e  network of sub- 
opdlhnate CRGs had been reduced  by t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of p a r t y  
committees t o  w h i c h  t h e y  were a t t a c h e d ,  o thers  were form- 
i n g  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  
CRG, and t h e  MQIC had t h e  p a r t y  committee network i n  t h e  
PLA and a l so  the network 00 p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s ;  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  directorate  appeared rto have t h e  p r i -  
mary s u p e r v i s o r y  role on ly  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  emerging 
s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t s  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. 
A l l  three of ' these  key c e n t r a l  o rgans  Bad r o l e s - - i n  a 
d i v i s i o n  of r e s p a n s i b i l i t y  impossible t o  d e f i n e  precisely-& 
i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  york of t h e  very  a c t i v e  "work groups" 
examining t h e  cases,of a r r e s t e d  p a r t y  leaders  and e q u a l l y  
a c t i v e  c e n t r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams look ing  i n t o  o ther  
cases or a c q u i r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  on those arrested.* 
The leaders of a l l  t h r e e  a l so  had impor t an t  roles  i n  pro- 
v i d i n g  guidance  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a l -  
though t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG a p p a r e n t l y  con t inued  t o  have t h e  
largest  ro l e .  And t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  o u t s i d e  Peking  was 
b e i n g  r e b u i l t  . ' in  t h e  emerging l l nuc le i l f  ( p a r t y  core groups) 
of t h e  revol tk i lonary  committees. 

But t h e  

*It  was noted t h a t  ' i n  eome-meaning perhaps a l l - - c a s e s  
of ar res te  of p a r t y  leaders ,  t h e  a r r e s t s  r e q u i r e d  t h e  
' 'approval' '  of Kang'Sheng and H s i e h  Fu-chih; a t h i r d  whose 
a p p r o v a l  was n e c e s s a r y  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e  
or t h e  h i e r a r c h y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  a r r e s t e d  man was a n  o f f i c i a l ,  
e.g .  Chou En-la1 for  t h e  a r r e s t  of a l e a d e r  of a n  impor t -  
a n t  governmental  o rgan .  
p a r e n t l y  made by t h e  PLA, w h i c h  then  (e.g. a g a r r i s o n  com- 
mand) took  cus tody .  These arrests did n o t  normal ly  mean 
p r i s o n  and to r tu re ,  b u t  house a r r e s t .  

The a r r e s t s  t hemse lves  were a p  

-46- 

I 1 



I 

I I 
I I 

'.. 

I ; ,  
1 

I 
I . .  

The p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  remained i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  P L A . m h  Fu-chih,  wear ing  a l l  t h r e e  of h i$  h a t s  
a s  a l e a d e r  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  a n  
off icer  of t h e  MAC, and Min i s t e r :  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ,  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  announced t h a t  Mao had t o l d  him t o  "smash" 
t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and t h a t  he was de te rmined  
t o  e x t e r m i n a t e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of its former l e a d e r s  (Peng 
Chen, Lo Ju i - ch ing ,  Hsu Tzu-jung) from t h e  wreckage and 

quo ted  a s  t e l l i n g  H s i e h  t h a t  ' I the ma jo r i ty t1  of p u b l i c  
s e c u r i t y  cadres were l'good,ll b u t  H s i e h  h i m s e l f  s a i d  
e m p h a t i c a l l y  t h a t  most p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s  th roughou t  
China were no t .  The p i c t u r e  was c o n f u s m n  some areas;  
t h e  PLA main ta ined  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work; 
i n  O t h e r s ,  i t  worked t h r o u g h  l l p e o p l e l s  s e c u r i t y  offices" 
a p p a r e n t l y  s t a f f e d  by a c c e p t a b l e  cadres'of t h e  former  I 

p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ;  i n  b t h e r s ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees ( g e n e r a l l y  dominated by PLA l e a d e r s )  were J 

h a n d l i n g  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work through t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  I ' 
depa r tmen t s ,  The first a u x i l i a r y  bodies--e.g. ,  llworkerst 
p r o v o s t  co rps ,1v  and ' A t t a c k  W i t h  Reason, Defend w i t h  
F o r c e '  uni ts--were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  * The e s s e n t i a l  
c o n c l u s i o n  of a speech  by Hsieh  Fu-chih i n  February  1968 
(and of $one by  Pan Fu-sheng a t  t h e  same time) seemed t o  
be t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  PLA was g e n e r a l l y  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  o l d  
a p p a r a t u s  and i t s .wor+ ,  f'former .public ; s e c u r i t y  of fdc la ls  
were needed f o r  t h e  work and t h e  a p p a r a t u s  would be r e b u i l t  
on t h a t  f o u n d a t i o n ,  a l though  m o s t  of t h e  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  
new a p p a r a t u s  would come from t h e  PLA. 

\ from whatever  a p p a r a t u s  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d .  Mao was a l s o  

*Mass t r i a l s  of " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  ," l i k e  t h e  
mass t r i a l s  of  1950-52 and 1955, r eappea red  i n  summer 
19670-trials fo l lowed by exemplary e x e c u t i o n s .  These 
were he ld  under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  
commissions or mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
o r g a n s ,  and e x e c u t i o n s  wece a p p a r e n t l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  by 
t h e  PLA. A f t e r  autumn 1967, no r o l e  a t  a l l  was p layed  
by t h e  p r o c u r a t o r a t e s  or t h e  c o u r t s .  
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I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of May 1967 t o  February  1968, t he  
purge s t r u c k  most of t h e  handfu l  of l e a d e r s  of t h e  o l d  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  who had s u r v i v e d  t o  s p r i n g  
1967, and s e v e r a l  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i gu res  of t h e  o rgans  ' ' .  
formed d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  ' I  I 

A s  no ted  above ,  t he  c e n t r a l  CRG l o s t  three of its 

The MAC l o s t  Hsiao  Hua. The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department 
l o s t  t h i s  same Hsiao  Hua and t h r e e l  deputkes , ,  and, went- ou 
of b u s i n e s s .  The PLA/CRG (of which 'Hs iao  was a l s o  a 
l e a d e r )  was a l s o  a b o l i s h e d ,  b u t  i ts l e a d i n g  pe r sonne l  
were r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  new o rgans .  The i n a c t i v e  c o n t r o l  
commission l o s t  one of its two s u r v i v i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  Chien I 

Ying. 
Yang Chi-ching and Yu Satng,r~.who s u r v i v e d  through summer 
1967 i n  p o s i t i o n s  ( a p p a r e n t l y )  of e x c e p t i o n a l  t r u s t ,  both' 
d i sappea red  t h e r e a f t e r ,  w i t h  no  word a s  t o  t h e i r  f a t e  
(Yu reappeared i n  good f a v o r  a t  t h e  Nin th  Congress i n  
A p r i l  1969: and was' named t o  t h e  new c e n t r a l  committee); 
and L i  Tien-huan, long a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Lo Ju i - ch ing  and ' 
r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  be p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  Second 
A r t i l l e r y  Corps (miss i les ) ,  a l so  dropped from s i g h t  and 
was .later reported purged; bu t  o ld - t imer  Chou Hsing re- 
appeared  i n  Yunnan. There was a s t r i k i n g  impress ion ,  
by t h i s  time, of t h e  s m a l l n e s s  of t h e  c i rc le  of c e n t r a l  

and 
t h i s  circle was soon t o  s h r i n k  f u r t h e r .  

t o p  n i n e  members: Wang L i ,  Kuhn Feng, and C h i  Pen-yu. 1 .  

Of t h e  key f i g u r e s  of  t he  o l d  SAD/MPS a p p a r a t u s  I' 

l e a d e r s  whom Mao and Lin  be l i eved  t h e y  could  t r u s t ;  > .  

Disorder, Spring-Summer 1968: The Purge o f ,  t h e  MAC-Level - 
Superv i so r  of P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Organs,  and t h e  Decl ine ' 

of t h e  Red Guards 

c. 

I n  t h e  first week of March, Yang Cheng-wu and two 
other m i l i t a r y  leaders--Yu Li-chun, the p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  
of t he  CCAF, and Fu Chung-pi, commander of the  Peking 
Gar r i son - -a l l eged ly  a t t empted  t o  a r r e s t  some s t a f f  members 
Of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG on t h e  C R G ' s  premises, and were h e r o i c a l l y  
prevented  from doing  s o  by Madame Mao. Whatever t h e  f ac t s  
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of t h e  c a s e ,  it was u s e d , f o r  a showdown between t h e  
Madame and t h e  person  (Yang) who had b e n e f i t t e d  most 
from t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  Madame's r o l e  i n  t h e  PLA's 
a f f a i r s .  Mao and Lin  P i a 0  immediately backed t h e  Madame. 

The Yang case is still ve ry  puzz l ing .  Yang had 
a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  been i n  good f a v o r  w i t h  Mao and Lin  a s  
l a t e  a s  Februa ry ,  when L in  had4,confirmed Yang i n  one of 
t he  most impor t an t  and s e n s i t i v e  p o s t s  i n  Mao's h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
and he had seemed much more of a Maoist  t h a n  many of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who su rv ived  h i s  f a l l .  

of " r i g h t i s t "  o f f e n s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  of p l o t t i n g  
a g a i n s t  other m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  such a s  Hsieh Fu-chih and  
Wu Fa-hs ien  of .the c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  and Huang Yung- 
sheng ,  Hsu Shih-yu and Chen H s l - l i e n  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  
commands. The cha rge  of c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  lead- 
ers, however--as d i s t i n c t  from per forming  his p o l i t i c a l  
s e c i i r i t y  j ob ,  which was t h a t  of s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of al l .  s e n i o r  officers--seems t o  have been d e v i s e d  
a f t e r  Yang had fa l lef i  from f a v o r  f o r  o t h e r  r easons .  The 
r e a s o n s  a re  c o n j e c t u r a l .  I t  may be t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  named above consp i r ed  a g a i n s t  h i m  and had t h e  
combined weight  t o  p r e v a i l ,  o r  t h a t  Mao and Madame Mao 
dec ided  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  Revolu t ion  r e q u i r e d  
a n o t h e r  h i g h - l e v e l  example of t he  " r i g h t i s t "  t h rea t ,  or 
t h a t  t h e  a f f a i r  was s i m p l y  p e r s o n a l  ( t h e  o f f e n s e  t o  
Madame Mao). I n  any case, Yang's opponents  s t o o d  t o  
b e n e f i t  by a p p e a r i n g  a s  t r u e  l e f t i s t s  l i k e  t h e  Madame. 
The f i v e  named above were praised by Lin  and o t h e r s  ( a s  
some of them had been e a r l i e r )  a s  good comrades, one of 
them was immediately named to r e p l a c e  Yang a s  C/S,  and 
the  t w o  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e s  among them were r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e i r  commands w i t h  good names; a l l  f i v e  were t o  be named 
t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a year l a t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  none of them 
seemed t o  be t rue Maoists .  

Yang and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  were accused of a r ange  

- 
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The c a l l  was made by Kang Sheng and Madame Mao t o  
f i n d  Yang's  "black backer." T h i s  was q u i c k l y  dropped,  
presumably because  Yang's o n l y  rea l  superior  was Lin  him- 
se l f .  There  was l a t e r  a h a l f - h e a r t e d  e f fo r t  t o  p u t  N i e h  

. Jung-chen--who was "troubled" by t h e  purge of Yang--in 
t h i s  "black backer" r o l e ,  

Yang had t o  be r e p l a c e d  a s  t h e  secadd-ranking  m i l i -  
t a r y  man on Mao's team: t h e  r a n k i n g  member of t h e  MAC 
s t a n d i n g  cgmmittee, act ing chief-of-staff  and head of t h e  
Gpneral  S t a f f  * s p a r t y  commit tee,  and p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r  
of t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  PLA. H e  
w a s  replaced first i n  his c a p a c i t y  a s  C/S. I n  l a t e  March, 
L i n  Piao informed lower l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA of Yang's down- 
f a l l  and announced (a)  Mao'8. appointment  of Huang Yung- c 

sheng--the. Canton EBmmacnrderc'once cxoselg ;agsooia&tCrd . 2 

with Lin-buS &:!non+radida$--hsl the1 new:-WWj Uhd -(b) ' ', 
t h e  appointment  of Wen Yu-cheng--long a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
Huang and more r e c e n t l y  a deputy  C/S-aas t h e  new commander 
of t h e  Peking  Gar r i son .  A t  t h i s  meet ing ,  b o t h  L i n  P i a o  
and Chou En- l a i ,  who had probably been p leased  by t h e  
Madame's removal from t h e  PLA/CRG i n  August ,  now showed 

. * /  great d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Madame. 

A t  t h e  same time ( l a t e  March), t h e  press began a 
n a t i o n a l  campaign a g a i n s t  a f ' r i g h t i s t  r e s u r g e n c e , "  s i m i l a r  
to  t h e  e a r l y  1967 campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  "adve r se  c u r r e n t . "  
One spec i f i c  (and well-founded) fear was t h a t  t h e  new 
p r o v i n c i a l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" would n o t  be s u f -  
f i c i e n t l y  Maoist i n  composi t ion  and o r i e n t a t i o n .  Ac t ing  
on t h e  c a l l  t o  " p u r i f y  c lass  r anks"  and on a reported 
d i r e c t i v e  (approved b y  Mao) on t h e  purge  and r e c t i f i c a -  
t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ,  throughout  t he  s p r i n g  of 1968 these 
committees purged newly d i s c o v e r e d  " r i g h t i s t s . "  As these 
committees were i n h e r e n t l y  u n s t a b l e  anyway, owing t o  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  p o s i t i o n  among t h e i r  e l emen t s ,  i t  was r a r e l y  
c l e a r  w h e t h e r  those purged were g e n u i n e l y  r i g h t i s t s  or 
1,nstead t h e  v i c t i m s  of t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Of grea tes t  i m -  
p p r t a n c e ,  i n  t h i s  per iod,  was t h e  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  
f a c t i o n a l  v i o l e n c e  among r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
encouraged by t h e  new atmosphere and by a c o n t i n u e d  emphasis  
i n  P e k i n g ' s  propaganda on t h e  need f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t r u g g l e  and on t h e  importance of t h e  role t o  be p layed  
by these o r g a h i z a t i o n s .  
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During t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968, t h e  e l i t e  list of Mao's 
team began a g a i n  t o  d i s p l a y  i t se l f  a s  a t  body superior t o  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  p o l i t b u r o ,  i n  a h i e r a r c h y  of 14 pe r sons  which was 
g e n e r a l l y  consonant  w i t h  t h e  top of t h e  d e  f a c t o  s t r u c t u r e  
of power. A t  t h e  v e r y  top, still,  were the  B i g  Three of 
Mao, L i n ,  and Chou. Fol lowing  were the  key f i g u r e s  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, Chen Po- ta ,  Kang Sheng, Madame Mao, Chang 

Madame. Next were o t h e r  key  f igu res  of t h e  MAC and its 
spec i a1  o r g a n s ,  Hsieh Fu-chih,  Huang Yung-sheng , Wu Fa- 
M i e n  and Madame L in  P iao .*  L a s t  w a s  Wang Tung-hsing of 
the  S t a f f  Off ice .  Inc luded  in these 14,  n o t  grouped 
s e p a r a t e l y ,  were t h e  three key  f i g u r e s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

t Chun-chiao, and Yao Wen-yuan, w i t h  t h e  economic p l anne r  
J L i  Fu-chun i n s e r t e d  incongruous ly  between Kang and t h e  

* 
I r: I ,  ,: - 

*The. Red Guard p r e s s  soon--by e a r l y  summer--reported 
t h e  " reo rgan iza t ion"  of t h e  " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t "  (aka 
"execu t ive  u n i t " )  of the  W C ,  the u n i t  which s u p e r v i s e d  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work department  concerned w i t h  e v a l u a t i n g  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  The names g i v e n  were Huang Yung-sheng, 
Wen Yu-cheng, Wu Fa-hs ien ,  L i  Tso-peng, C h i u  H u i - t s o ,  Yeh 
Chun, and Liu Hsien-chuan. T h i s  was a credible list,  a s  
Huang a s  C/S would p robab ly  be t h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of 
t h e  MAC and t h u s  t h e  head of t h e  " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e "  o r  
"execut ive" o rgan ,  and f b u r ' . o t h e r &  .(not Wen or L i u )  had been 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  o l d  PLA/CRG r e p l a c e d  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work 
depar tment .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  p e r s i s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  "adminis- 
t r a t i v e "  o r  "execut ive t1  organ  was r e a l l y  t h e  s t a n d i n g  com- 
mittee of  t h e  MAC, b u t  c o u n t e r - i n d i c a t o r s  t o  t h i s  were 
t h e  omiss ion  from the  list of Hsieh Fu-chih and Su Y u ,  
both c l e a r l y  i n  good f a v o r , , a n d  some of t h e  o l d  marsha l s  
who whi l e  n o t  i n  high f a v o r ' w e r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  still  
b e l i e v e d  t o  be nominal ly  members of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  
committee. I n  e i ther  c a s e ,  Huang Yung-sheng had r e p l a c e d  

' Yang Cheng-wu a s  t he  p r i n c i p a l  pe r son  r e p o r t i n g  t o  Mao 
and Lin  on t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y r o f  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  
and t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders had a g a i n  managed t o  
keep Madame Mao o u t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  o rgans  of t h e  PLA, 
a l t h o u g h  she remained dangerous owing t o  h e r  p o s t  on t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG and. her e a s y  access t o  Mao. 

I 



1 

s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e :  Kang, H s i e h ,  and Wang. W i t h  t h e  
subsequen t  d ropp ing  of L i  Fu-chun and a d d i t i o n  of Wen 
Yu-cheng, t h e  e l i t e  l ist  was to  be complete u n t i l  t h e  
Nin th  Congress ,  

t h e  c e n t r a l  committee i s s u e d  a d i r e c t i v e  on end ing  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  i n  Kwangsi--ordering t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
s t o p  f i g h t i n g ,  t o  r e t u r n  a l l  seized material  d e s t i n e d  fo r  
Vietnam, and t o  r e t u r n  a l l  weapons s t o l e n  from t h e  PLA. 
After t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  had been i g n o r e d ,  on 3 J u l y  a j o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, S t a t e  Counci l ;  MAC, 
and c e n t r a l  CRG, endorsed  by Mao, took note of t h e  r e c e n t  
large-scale, d i s r u p t i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n  Kwangsi, and repeated 

' i n  more d e t a i l  t h e  13 June  order. Those who resisted,  
and t h e  "chief c u l p r i t s , "  were to  be dea l t  w i t h  h a r s h l y .  
T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was soon s a i d  t o  have nat ion-wide a p p l i c a -  
t i o n ,  

On 13 June ,  i n  t h e  face of still  r i s i n g  v i o l e n c e ,  

I n  l a t e  J u l y ,  Mao, L i n  Piao and s e v e r a l  other lead- 
ers m e t  i n  Peking  w i t h  leaders of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s .  Maorreportedly complained i n  s t r o n g  terms 
of t h e i r  poor  compliance w i t h  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and he i s s u e d  
t h e n  or soon t h e r e a f t e r  a nat ion-wide order  f o r b i d d i n g  
armed s t r u g g l e , '  a t tacks  on t h e  PLA, and v a r i o u s  crimes 
a g a i n s t  peop le  and p r o p e r t y .  H e  warned t h a t  those who 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i sobey  would be d e a l t  w i t h  very  h a r s h l y .  
L i n  r e p o r t e d l y  made some s u p p o r t i n g  remarks a l o n g  t h e  
same l i n e s .  

The PLA acted immediatelly and a g g r e s s i v e l y  on Mao's 
d i r e c t i v e ,  s u p p r e s s i n g  and d i s m a n t l i n g  many mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s .  I n  mid-August, i n  accordance  w i t h  a prophecy 
made a y e a r  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  press d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  working-c lass  as t h e  " l e a d i n g  class" must now 
p l a y  t h e  " l e a d i n g  role" i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  The  
p r e s s  followed by t e l l i n g  t h e  young t o  accept t h e  workers 
a s  t h e i r  teachers and t o  welcome t h e  new "worker-peasant- 
s o l d i e r  Mao Tse-tung t h o u g h t  propaganda teams." These 
teams were even  then  f a n n i n g  o u t  th rough t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and p repa r -  
i n g  t o  purge  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  and t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  e d u c a t i o n  
on Mae's r ad ica l  l i n e s .  Yao Wen-yuan of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
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was chosen  to  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  p o i n t ,  i n  a l o n g  a r t i c l e ,  t h a t  
t h e  worker/PLA teams were t o  replace t h e  Red Guards a s  
t h e  vanguard mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Yao's a r t i c l e  and sub- 
s e q u e n t  propaganda i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  these worker/PLA teams 
were b e i n g  t o l d  t o  t ake  c o n t r o l  of--and c a r r y  on t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  in-not o n l y  schools  b u t  a l s o  f a c t o r i e s ,  s tores ,  
c u l t u r a l  bodies, newspapers ,  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  u n i t s ,  
and p a r t y  and government depar tments .  T h e s e  woEker/PLA 
teams--composed of l a r g e  numbers of workers and u n d i s c l o s e d  
b u t  smaller numbers of PLA men a s  enforcers--were o r g a n i z e d ,  
directed and l e d  b y  l oca l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 'I and 
t h e r e  is some ev idence  t h a t  t h e y  were ' answerab le  a l s o  t o  
t h e  PLA 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  teams a t t a c h e d  t o  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  
commands. The committees and t h e  two k i n d s  of teams c l e a r l y  
worked together i n  i n d o c k r i n a t i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work, 

'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group a t  about  t h i s  t i m e .  Wu Fa-hsien 
was reported t o  have t aken  i t  o v e r  from H s i e h  Fu-chih.  
If so,  Wu t h e n  d i r e c t e d  both of t h e  MAC'S s p e c i a l  o r g a n s  
concerned  w i t h '  t h e  PLA a s  a n  object and i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion-- the P o l i t i c a l  Work Group and t h e  
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group. Thus t h e  key f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  PLA, a s  of l a t e  sum- 
mer 1968, would  have been Huang Yung-sheng a s  chief of 
t h e  t l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l l  or v t execu t ive l l  u n i t  of t h e  MAC and 
Wu Fa-hsien a s  t h e  director of these two spectial o r g a n s ,  
w i t h  H s i e h  Fu-chih e x e r c i s i n g  some degree of s u p e r v i s o r y  
a u t h o r i t y  from h i s  post on t h e  MAC and from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  directorate .  

s ize  t h e  need t o  ' ' rectify t h e  pa r ty"  a s  a p a r t  of t h e  
nat ion-wide process of " s t rugg le -c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion . ' '  
By e a r l y  September t h e  process of s e t t i n g  up  p r o v i n c i a l  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees was completed w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of such  committees i n  S i n k i a n g  and T i b e t .  Of t h e  
29 s u c h  committees, :the merijoritp weDe. dominated by m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders and/or p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s .  (Of t h e  29  
chairmen,  12 'were m' i l i t a ry  commanders,, s e v e n  were 
p o l i t i c a l :  ofpf icen$i mad* 10'iwere a i a i l b n s .  One, ' 
r a l l y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h i s  comple t ion  added Wen Yu-cheng, 

There  may have been a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  

The p a r t y  press con t inued  i n  l a t e  summer t o  empha- 
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commander of t h e  much-praised Peking  G a r r i s o n ,  t o  t h e  
e l i t e  list. 

I n  sum, by September 1968, Mao was w e l l  i n t o  t h e  
l l c o n s t r u c t i v e f ?  s t a g e  df h i s  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  H i s ’  
main aim i n  t h e  ear l ier ,  p r i m a r i l y  l l d e s t r u c t i v e l l  s t a g e  
had been t o  remove h i s  i d e n t i f i e d  o p p o s i t i a n  from a l l  
sectors of t h e  o l d  a p p a r a t u s  of c o n t r o l .  H e  had done 
t h i s ,  a l t hough  h i s  method of o p e r a t i o n  had ensu red  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of new opponents  a t  e v e r y  s tage .  Now i n  t h i s  
l a t e r ,  p r i m a r i l y  l t c o n s t r u c t i v e ”  s tage he  in t ended  gradu- 
a l l y  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  in some form and 
t h e n  t o  employ t h i s  new a p p a r a t u s  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  Chinese 
society i n  accordance  w i t h  his l ong- s t and ing  c o n c e p t s  
- -notably those of u n r e m i t t i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  
t h e  i n s t i l l a t i o n  of moral  and t h e  removal  of m a t e r i a l  
i n c e n t i v e s ,  and t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  masses on  a 
c o l o s s a l  s ca l e - - look ing  toward t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a new, 
se l f less  Chinese  man. 

p a r a t u s  of t h e  par ty- - the  c e n t r a l  committee, p o l i t b u r o ,  
secretar ia t ,  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s ,  c o n t r o l  commission, 
and so on--continued t o  e x i s t  nominal ly .  B u t  i t  was ap- 
p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  o l d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  below Mao’s l e v e l ,  
had been replaced by a n o t h e r  team, t h e  e l i t e  members of 
w h i c h  were given‘ lpr ide  of place o v e r  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  members 
of t h e  o ld  p o l i t b u r o ,  and t h a t  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  i t se l f  was 
be lng  r e b u i l t  o n l y  s l o w l y .  

As of September 1968, t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c e n t r a l  ap- 

. .  
% The c e n t r a l  CRG, w h i c h  l o s t  no a d d i t i o n a l  leaders 

i n  t h i s  per iod,  remained t h e  de f ac to  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  or  t h e  
n e a r e s t  t h i n g  t o  i t ,  under  thy l ikewise  s t a b l e  p o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee. Kang Sheng a p p a r e n t l y  remained t h e  
de f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l .  The  impor tance  of t h e  c e n t r a l  . 
~ G ~ a P f f r m c s d  i n  t h i s  per iod by t h e  ass ignment  t o  its 
off icers  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  purge  and 
r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  lower l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y ,  t o  go 
a l o n g  w i t h  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  p a r t y  
and p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  congres s .  

P o r t i o n s  cbf t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s ,  l i k e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  ex is t  
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nominal ly  through o r  i n t o  t h i s  pe r iod .  F o r  example, s u r -  
v i v i n g  organs- - inc luding  t h e  c o n t r o l  commission--of t h e  
"Central-South Bureau" were s a i d  t o  be t aken  o v e r  by t h e  
PLA as  l a t e  a s  J u l y  1968. But t h e  r e a l  a p p a r a t u s  was of 
c o u r s e  t h a t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. J u s t  a s  t h e  
former c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  p a r t y  had directed t h e  
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  so now t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
may have been the1 miiinesouirce of gu idance  for.  * tWse . . revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  committees, and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  t h e i r  emerg- 
i n g  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s .  They c o n t i n u e d  throughout  
t h i s  per iod t o  " r e c t i f y  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and r e v i v e  
p a r t y  l i f e , "  b e g i n n i n g  t o  set  up p a r t y  core groups  t o  
r e v i v e  " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i f e , "  i n  t u r n  d e f i n e d  main ly  a s  
s t u d y i n g  11680's t h o u g h t ,  r e p u d i a t i n g  L i u ' s  l i n e ,  making 
self-cr i t ic isms,  and pu rg ing  bad e l emen t s .  

These r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees a p p a r e n t l y  had t h e  
main ro l e  i n  s h a p i n g  up t h e  worker/PLA propaganda teams. 
These teams were f u r i o u s l y  a c t i v e  a l o n g  l i n e s  p r e v i o u s l y  
ind ica ted- -going  i n t o  schools  and many other k i n d s  of 

. .  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  t ake  c o n t r o l  and direct  t h e i r  work, and 
a s s i s t i n g  i n  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s  began to  appear i n  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees, and sometimes, w i t h  t h e  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  became one of t h e  three or f o u r  s u r v i v -  
i n g  components.* Alongside t h e m ,  or perhaps s u b o r d i n a t e  
t o  t h e m ,  were t h e  new s e c u r i t y  depar tments .  

The MAC, changed i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  by t h e  loss  of 
Yang Cheng-wu and (p robab ly )  two lower-ranking members 
purged w i t h  Yang, remained less impor t an t  t h a n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

* I n  many i f  n o t  most cases, these p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  
had evolved  from, C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  Groups. One such  
PRC p o l i t i c a l  depar tment  d e f i n e d  its t a s k  a s  t h a t  of "pro- 
v i d i n g  leadership t o  p o l i t i c a l ,  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  and educa- 
t i o n a l  work f o r  a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
p rovince ."  Such o r g a n i z a t i o n s  inc luded  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  ' 

These p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  play ;have been t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  * ' of t h e  worker/PLA teams. , >  

< -  
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CRG a s  a director  bf t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  b u t  i t  re- 
t a i n e d  a u t h o r i t y  oker  t h e  PLA, still t h e  most impor t an t  
e lement  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of power, The spec ia l  o r g a n s  
s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  MAC were a l l  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  per iod.  
The most impor t an t  of t h e m , ' b h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group and 
its s u b o r d i n a t e  g roups ,  wh ich  kept  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s  of t h e  PLA, were r e p o r t e d l y  engaged i n : t h e  work 
env i saged  f o r  them when t h e y  were set  u p - - i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of PLA leaders  and r e p o r t i n g  
up t o  L l n  P i a 0  and t h e  MAC. 'Support  t h e  L e f t '  u n i t s  were 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  a r a n g e  of a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  of local  
PLA commands ( d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c i t i n g  
t h e  masses t o  d i g  o u t  t r a i t o r s  and a g e n t s  and those s i m p l y  
hos t i le  t o  t h e  PLA and local  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
h e l p i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  .committees s i m p l i f y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s s t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  produc- 
t i o n ,  o r g a n i z i n g  Mao-study c l a s s e s ,  and so o n ) ;  the i r  
most impor t an t  a c t i v i t y  probably  remained t h a t  of inves-  
t i g a t i n g  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of PLA u n i t s  (normal ly  low-level  
u n i t s )  for t h e i r  po l i t i ca l  mis s ions ,  and t h e y  r e p o r t e d l y  
had a u t h o r i t y  t o  conduct  these i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a s  wide ly  
and deep ly  a s  t h e y  chose. The MAC a l s o  had some respon-  
s i b i l i t y - - w o r k i n g  w i t h  t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees through 
t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  groups--for t h e  worker/PLA teams. 

The p i c t u r e  was n o t  c lear  w i t h  respect to  t h e  
p a r t y  committee sys tem of t h e  PLA--that is, w h e t h e r  t h e  
MAC a s  t h e  h i g h e s t - l e v e l  p a r t y  committee i n  t h e  PLA had 
sole a u t h o r i t y  over  t h i s  a p p a r a t u s .  I t  may have shared  
t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and/or  w i t h  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  directorate. There was a t  l e a s t  one 
known i n s t a n c e  of t h i s ;  i n  t h e  powerful  Nanking MR, 
Chang Chun-chiao of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG was t h e  head of t h e  
p a r t y  committee of t h e  MR. 

One of t h e  most impor t an t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  
MAC--although s h a r e d  w i t h  other c e n t r a l  organs--was fo r  
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work. The p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  p i c t u r e  re- 
mained somewhat c o n f u s i n g  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u t ,  w i t h  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  d i s o r d e r  of t h e  s p r i n g  and t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  c a l l  
for " c l e a n i n g  up  c l a s s  ranks ,11  there  seemed t o  be a s h i f t  
i n  Pek ing ' s  t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  need for  r a p i d  r e c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  appa ra tus .  As l a t e  a s  June  
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1968, Madame Mao and other spokesmen f o r  Mao's team con- 
t i n u e d  t o  c a l l  f o r  t h e  "smashing" of t h i s  a p p a r a t u s ,  b u t  
i n  Ju ly  t h e  emphas i s  seemed t o  s h i f t  t o  t h e  need t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  Ill o r g a n s  of t h e  "d i c t a to r sh ip .1 '  E a r l y  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  H s i e h  Fu-chih announced P e k i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n  
" to  impose m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  on a l l  o r g a n s  of t h e  d i c t a t o r -  
shipV1--which was a l r e a d y  t h e  case--and i t seemed clear 

! t h a t  t h e  PLA d i d  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  of p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work 
throughout  t h i s  per idd .  The forms t a k e n  by p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
bodies  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  PLA commands v a r i e d  w i d e l y .  By e a r l y  
summer, many or most of t h e  former p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  per- 
s o n n e l  were i n  r e -educa t ion  camps, and most df t h e  p u b l i c  
s e c u r i t y  off ices  had become "former" s e c u r i t y  off ices .  
However, some were re-emerging a s  l lpeoplels  s e c u r i t y  of- 
f icesll  o r  " p r o t e c t i v e  groups,"  now s t a f f e d  main ly  by PLA 

p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work th rough  MCC's or  th rough  such  o f f i -  

(organized  on m i l i t a r y  l i n e s )  under  v a r i o u s  names, of 
which  t h e  'At tack  w i t h  Reason, Defend w i t h  Force' u n i t  
i n  Shanghai  was 6he of the, p r o t o t y p e s  ... During  the$:sum- 
mer of 1968, there seemed to  be a s y s t e m a t i c  e f f o r t  t o  
deve lop  t h e s e  a u x i l i a r y  forces, most o f t e n  reported a s  
ltworkersl provost corps,'1 w h i c h  were themse lves  a s s i s t e d  
by 'lmass d i c t a t o r s h i p  c0mmittees" ( a l l e y  v i g i l a n t e s )  
w i t h  smaller areas  of j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h i s  a p p a r a t u s  was 
g i v e n  heavy r e i n f o r c e m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer w i t h  t h e  
fo rma t ion  of t h e  worker/PLA teams, which  from t h e  s t a r t  
assisted i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work. By Septem- 
ber,  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
throughout  China ,  these a u x i l i a r y  forces were s u b o r d i n a t e d  
t o  t h e  committees, b u t ,  l i k e  t h e  worker/PLA teams, were 
a l so  answerable  t o  t h e  PLA. I t  still seemed t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
of Maols team t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  
on t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s ,  t o  s t a f f  i t  main ly  w i t h  PLA'men, and t o  r e b u i l d  
i t  now w i t h  aragrdater , s e n s e  'of urgency ,  

men. S i n c e  1967, t h e  PLA commands--whether c o n t r o l l i n g  . Y "  

* ces--had been  ass is ted i n  some p laces  by a u x i l i a r i e s  

The presumed t h i r d  of t h e  powerfu l  c e n t r a l  o r g a n s  
- - the  de fac to  or p o s s i b l y  f o r  some time now t h e  o f f i c i a l  -- 
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p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e - - c o n t i n u e d  t o  be less im- 
p o r t a n t  t h a n  e i t h e r  t h e  CRG or t h e  MAC.* However, Red 
Guafd a c c o u n t s  of t h e  responsibil i t ies and a c t i v i t i e s  of 
its p r inc ipa l s - -gang  Sheng, H s i e h  F u - c h i h ,  and Wang Tung- 
hs ing- - indica ted  t h a t  i t  had a hand i n  almost e v e r y t h i n g  
t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  o rgans  were doing .  I t  was tempt ing  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  g roup  had t h e  main ro le  i n  forming 
and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  ad hoc special  "work groups'' examining 
t h e  cases of a r r e a s d - r t y  leaders and t h e  ad hoc c e n t r a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams look ing  i n t o  these and o a e E a s e s - - b o t h  
of which con t inued  t o  o p e r a t e  in t h i s  per iod .  However, 
t h e  b u l k  of t h e  in fo rma t ion  con t inued  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
these bodies were answerable  t o  a l l  three of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
c e n t r a l  organs-- the c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  MAC, and t h i s  

o r i t y  amongr.the three was impossible to  assess. Fragment- 
a r y  Red GualPd mater ia l s  d id  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  gl'oup may 
have had complete a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c a s e s  of 
leaders of t h e  o l d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  who were 
i n  disgrace or under  s u s p i c i o n .  And i n  t h i s  connec t ion  
and i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h - a l l  arrests of p a r t y  leaders,  t h i s  
group had a close r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Peking G a r r i s o n ,  
wh ich  normal ly  took cus tody .  

p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r ec to ra t e -and  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of auth-  . .  

i t  is possible t h a t  t h e  SAD h$d been 
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There cont inued  t o  be no i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  a once- 
presumed f o u r t h  c e n t r a l  organ-- the body c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  
work of t h e  c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a l  depar tments .  Perhaps  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG handled whatever  c o o r d i n a t i o n  was s t i l l  neces- 
s a r y ,  th rough one o r  more members of t h e  o l d  s e c r e t a r i a t  
s t i l l  i n  f a v o r  ( e . g .  L i  Hsien-n ien) .  A t  l e a s t  some of 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depar tments  and o f f i c e s  i n  government o rgans  
were s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u t  PLA o f f i c e r s  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  be h e a v i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  these o f f i c e s .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  department  of t h e  d i s r u p t e d  and s o r e l y  t r o u b l e d  
M i n i s t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  was r e p o r t e d l y  d i s p l a c e d  by 
or s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  a group composed e n t i r e l y  of PLA of- 
f icers ,  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  o t h e r  central  p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s  were r e p o r t e d  t o  be g r e a t l y  compromised by 
o t h e r  p o l i  t i ca 1 s e c u r i t y  o rgans .  

, I  O f  t h e  key f i g u r e s  of t h e  o l d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s  who had s u r v i v e d  t h i s  long  (very  f ew) ,  and of 
t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  new a p p a r a t u s  formed d u r i n g  t h e  C u l -  
t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  on ly  three were known t o ' b e  purged in 
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  three who f e l l  t o g e t h e r  in March: Yang 
Cheng-wu, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r  of t he  a p p a r a t u s  i n  
t he  PLA, Yu Li -ch in ,  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  CCAF, and 
Fu Chung-pi, commander of t h e  .Peking G a r r i s o n .  Chang 
Yun-i, b e l i e v e d  t o  have been Mao's man i n  t he  d i s g r a c e d  
C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Commission, went o u t  of t h e  news and was 
r ega rded  a s  p o s s i b l y  purged;  he  was t o  r e a p p e a r ,  however, 
a t  t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  Congress  i n  A p r i l  1969, when he was 
a g a i n  named t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee.  Lo Ching-chang, 
t h e  onet ime off icer  of t h e  SAD and c o n c u r r e n t l y  an  o f -  
f i c e r  of Chou E n - l a i ' s  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  who had been r ega rded  
as a possible member of Mao's p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  group i n  
t h e  per iod  j u s t  p r Q r  t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  b u t  who 
had been o u t  of t h e  news f o r  a l ong  t i m e ,  r eappeared  i n  
f a v o r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 as one of t h e  deputy m i n i s t e r s  
of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ;  Lo, who was one of t h e  ve ry  f e w  one- 
time o f f i c e r s  of t h e  SAD known t o  have su rv ived  t h e  

t 
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Revo lu t ion  (Kang Sheng and three more were t h e  o n l y  known 
o t h e r s ) ,  may have been heading  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Depart- 
ment ( f o r e i g n  i n t e l l i g e n c e )  by t h i s  t i m e ,  a s  o t h e r s  re- 
p o r t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Revo lu t ion  i n  l e a d i n g  p o s t s  i n  t h a t  
Department remained o u t  of  s i g h t  and may have been purged. 

P u r i f y i n g  and Rebu i ld ing ,  Autumn 1968 - Spr ing  1969: The 
Purg ing  and Slow R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  Lower Leve l s  of t h e  
P a r t y  

L in  Piao i n  h i s  N a t i o n a l  Day (1 October )  speech  
d e f i n e d  t h e  " c e n t r a l  task"--that is, what was t o  occupy 
Mao's team f o r  t h e  n e x t  six months,  u n t i l  t h e  convocat ion  
of t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  Congress--as t h a t  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  t he  
v a r i o u s  aspects of "struggle-criticism-transformation" 
of a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  meant ,  L in  s a i d ,  t h e  c o n s o l i - '  
d a t i o n  and development of the  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees ,  
and performing well such  re la ted t a sks  a s  "mass criticism 
and r e p u d i a t i o n "  (of t h e  i d e o l o g i c a  1 p o s i t  i o n s  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  Liu  Shao-chi ) ,  p u r i f y i n g  c lass  r a n k s ,  r e b u i l d i n g  the  
p a r t y ,  and r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  The most impor tan t  
of these tasks- the  one for  which Mao had begun t o  b e a t  
the  drum a year ea r l i e r - -was  t o  be t h a t  of  pur i fy ing-and-  
r e b u i l d i n g ,  whether i n  two stages or  c o n c u r r e n t l y .  

speech 
of the 
j u s t  a 

The N a t i o n a l  Day J o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  s u p p o r t i n g  L i n ' s  
i m p l i e d  strong1,y t h a t  t h e  pu rg ing  of lower l e v e l s  
p a r t y  would be c a r r i e d  o u t  on a l a r g e  scale ( n o t  
"handfu l" ) ,  and i t  called fo r  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of 

new members among a l l  "tested" p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n d u s t r i a l  workers .  T h i s  imp l i ed  t h a t  most 
new m e m b e r s  would come from those a l r e a d v  a c t i v e  on worker/ 
PLA propaganda teams, whi le  new p a r t y  leaders--the dominant 
f i g u r e s  of t h e  "core  groups"--would come mainly from t h e  
PLA men and good p a r t y  cadres who a l r e a d y  dominated t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees.  

I n  mid-October Red F l a g  provided  a p p r o p r i a t e  re- 
c e n t  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  b y T a G n  Mao. The p a r t y  had t o  
get r i d  of its "waste" and take  i n  "fresh blood" i n  order 
t o  keep its v i g o r .  ("Fresh blood" was a g a i n  de f ined  as  
t a k i n g  i n  "ou t s t and ing  rebels," p r i m a r i l y  workers ,  and 
a s  s e l e c t i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  people  from t h o s e  who were a l r e a d y  
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p a r t y  members f o r  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s , )  As 
f o r  t h i s  process of s e l e c t i o n ,  i t  was a b a b i c  p r i n c i p l e  
of t h e  pa r ty - - ju s t  reaffirmed by Mao--to " r e l y  d i r e c t l y  
on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses,'? a p r i n c i p l e  r e p u d i a t i n g  
" t h e  formalism of b l i n d  f a i t h  i n  e l e c t i o n s . "  I n  other  
words, Mao's team a l r e a d y  had its mandate f r o m  its masses, 
so p a r t y  organs- - inc luding  p a r t y  core groups of revolu-  
t i o n a r y  committees--would be named from above. 

From 13 October t o  31 October t h e  " c e n t r a l  commit- 
tee" m e t  i n  a n  en larged  1 2 t h  "plenum." Mao p res ided ,  and 
he and L l n  P i a o  each made an " important"  unpubl i shed  
speech, P robab ly  fewer t h a n  one - th i rd  of t h e  m e m b e r s  
and a l t e r n a t e  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee--the 
su rv ivo r s - - a t t ended  t h e  plenum, b u t  t h e  communique 
emphasized t h a t  "al l ' '  members of t h e -  c e n t r a l  CRG and 
many leaders of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and of t h e  PLA 
a t t e n d e d  ( t h a t  is, t h e  new leaders of t h e  p a r t y ) .  T h i s  
Maoist-dominated meet ing  found t h a t  Mao's l e a d e r s h i p  
(his l i n e ,  h i s  "great strategic p l a n , "  and his series 
of " I n s t r u c t i o n s " )  and L i n ' s  exegeses had been " e n t i r e l y  
correct." I t  a l so  found t h a t  adequa te  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had 

. been made f o r  t h e  Nin th  Congress ,  and i t  r a t i f i e d  a repor t  
on t h e  "cpimes of t h e  renegade ,  t r a i t o r  and s c a b  L iu  Shao- 
c h i "  which had been s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  special7,work group 
examining h i s  case. (Liu was d i s m i s s e d  from a l l  pos t s  
and expel led  from t h e  p a r t y ,  and t h e  communique promised 
to  "cont inue  t o  s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  him and h i s  accom- 
plices.")  The plenum endorsed  t h e  " s h a t t e r i n g "  of t h e  
"adve r se  c u r r e n t "  ( r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  purge)  of e a r l y  
1967 and of t h e  similar r i g h t i s t  t h r e a t  of e a r l y  1968, 
and t h e  communique called for  t h e  con t inued  p r o s e c u t i o n  
of Maoist programs r e l a t i n g  t o  mass criticism and r epud ia -  
t i o n ,  s i m p l i f y i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  a s s i g n i n g  c a d r e s  to  
manual labor,  " p u r i f y i n g  c lass  r a n k s , "  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  
p a r t y  and t a k i n g  "advanced elements"  i n t o  i t ,  and re- 
e d u c a t i n g  t h e  i n t e l l b c t u a l s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  plenum prepa red  
a d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and promoted a t  l e a s t  a f e w  a l t e r -  
n a t e  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee (e.g. Huang Yung- 
sheng)  t o  f u l l  membership. 

An a p p a r e n t l y  a u t h e n t i c  t e x t  of t h i s  d r a f t  Cons t i -  
t u t i o n  committed t h e  p a r t y  t o  be guided  f o r e v e r  by "Mae's 

i 
I 
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thought" ,  whereas t h e  1956 C o n s t i t u t i o n  had n o t  ment ioned 
e i the r  Mao or h i s  t hough t .  The d r a f t  q u i c k l y  made c l ea r  
why t h e  p a r t y  had r e p u d i a t e d  " b l i n d  f a i t h  i n  e l e c t i o n s " :  
t h a t  is, i t  named L i n  Piao a s  Mao's s u c c e s s o r  [no t  chanc- 
i n g  a n  e l e c t i o n )  and went on t o  s p e c i f y  t h a t  p a r t y  o r g a n s  
a t  a l l  l eve l s - - inc lud ing  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  p o l i t -  
buro ,  and its s t a n d i n g  committee--would be ?lproducedfl  
by a j o i n t  p r o c e s s  of "coneu l t a t ion"  and t t e l e c t i o n s l t  
(meaning, would be named from above) .*  There was t o  be 
o n l y  one  vice-chairman,  t h u s  l e a v i n g  open t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of w h a t  p a r t y  t i t l e  t o  g i v e  Chou En-lai .  The c e n t r a l  
o r g a n s  of t h e  p a r t y  were a g a i n  t o  have f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  h a n d l e  t h e  " d a i l y  work" of t h e  p a r t y ,  and a l s o  of t h e  
government and t h e  armed forces;  t h u s  t h e y  were once  
a g a i n  to  be t h e  dominant components of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
power, and perhaps even  mme so, a s ' t h e  provis i 'on  abou t  
t h e  work of t h e  government s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p a r t y  o r g a n s  
would t ake  ove r  much of t h i s  work ( ra ther  t h a n  j u s t  "guid- 
ing" i t )  and t h a t  t h e  governmenta l  s t r u c t u r e  would be 
simpler and weaker. While t h e  p a r t y  remained committed 
t o  "democratic c e n t r a l i s m t T  (obedience  by lower o r g a n s  
t o  h i g h e r ) ,  one p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  provis ion- - theore-  
t i c a l l y  r a i s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y c d f  r ep roduc ing '  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  of t h e  
Red Guards--authorized p a r t y  members who disagreed w i t h  
a d i r e c t i v e  from above t o  appeal d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  cha i rman 
and t h e  c e n t r a l  committee w i t h o u t  (as  before) b e i n g  bound 
t o  obed ience  i n  t h e  meantime. V i  o l a t i o n s  of d i s c i p l i n e  
were t o  be punished  by  warn ing ,  removal  from pos t ,  proba- 
t i o n  ( s u p e r v i s i o n ) ,  or e x p u l s i o n ,  and r e a l l y  bad e l e m e n t s  
were t o  be purged;  t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n s  charggd w i t h  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  of d i s c i p l i n e  and w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
cases-that is, t h e  s u c c e s s o r s  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Com- 
missionr;and t h e  Social  Affairs  Depar tment--were n o t  iden-  
t i f i e d .  

* A s  f o r  L in  Piao,  t h e  naming of him a s  s u c c e s s o r  con- 
t r a v e n e d  t h e  d r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a s  t h e  cha i rman 
and  vice-chairman were to  be "produced" by a plenum of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee n o t  y e t  named. 
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It  soon became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Mao's team i n  Peking 
in t ended  t o  proceed m e t h o d i c a l l y  w i t h  p a r t y - r e b u i l d i n g ,  
and s lowly  w i t h  r e c r u i t m e n t .  I t  wanted l lc lass  ranks" 
t o  be p u r i f i e d ,  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  be 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees t o  be s t a b i l i z e d ,  and core-groups 
t o  be assembled ,  before any  l a r g e - s c a l e  r e c r u i t i n g  was 
under taken .  
autumn had h u r r i e d  t h e i r  r e c r u i t i n g - - o r  had p resen ted  
Pelting w i t h  accomplished f ac t s ,  i . e .  lists of recrui ts  
who were i n  f a c t  t h e  f r i e n d s  and s u p p o r t e r s  of the  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  committees--were r e p o r t e d l y  o rde red  by Peking t o  
c e a s e  and d e s i s t ,  and t h e i r  lists were n o t  v a l i d a t e d .  

Yao Wen-yuan, s a i d  t o  have &.,large role. i n  p a r t y .  
r e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  had s a i d  ih August t h a t  ' p u r i f i c a t i o n  of 
class ranks" would create t h e  "best c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p a r t y  
r e c t i f i c a t i o n .  If T h i s  " p u r i f i c a t i o n  of c lass  ranks"  was 
t h e  g e n e r i c  t e r m  for t h e  c l e a n s i n g  of s o c i e t y  a s  a whole 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p a r t y )  whereas  "rectif  i ca t ionv  was t h e  . 
term f o r  the c l e a n s i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  The 
t a rge ts  of " p u r i f i c a t i o n l f  were d e s c r i b e d  a s  enemy a g e n t s ,  
r enegades ,  d ie -hard  c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s ,  l a n d l o r d s ,  r i c h  
p e a s a n t s ,  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  bad e l emen t s ,  and 
r i g h t i s t s ,  bo th  o u t s i d e  and i n s i d e  t h e  par ty- the t a r g e t s ,  
i n  s u m ,  of a c o n v e n t i o n a l  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  campaign and 
of a purge of t h e  lower r a n k s  of t h e  p a r t y .  & m i t e  
compla in t s  from t h e  populace  i n  both  c i t y  and c o u n t r y s i d e  
t h a t  a f t e r  so  many campaigns t he  c l a s s  r a n k s  might  r e a -  
sonab ly  be thought  t o  be p u r i f i e d ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees  throughout  China o rgan ized  s m a l l  " l e a d i n g  groups" 
which a g a i n  o rgan ized  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams" composed of 
workers  and p e a s a n t s  and demobil ized servicemen.* These 

Revo lu t iona ry  committees which i n  e a r l y  
- .. 

*It  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  these " l e a d i n g  groups" worked 
through t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t s  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees ,  b u t  i n fo rma t ion  is l a c k i n g .  
The teams had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  "examine" t h e  worker/PLA 
teams b e l i e v e d  t o  be named by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depar tments .  
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v i g i l a n t e s  o f t e n  o r  u s u a l l y  had the  a s s i s t a n c e  of PLA 
'Suppor t  the L e f t '  teams, and there is some ev idence  t h a t  
PLA 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  men were t aken  i n t o  t h e  " l e a d i n g  
groups ."  
' ?pe r sona l ly  handle  the spec ia l  cases"--meaning , presum- 
a b l y ,  t h e  few genuine  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  c a s e s ,  t h e  d i s -  
affected Communist or t r u e  enemy a g e n t  o r  p lo t te r  a g a i n s t  
Communist o f f i c i a l s .  Throughout t h e  campaign, new " in-  
s t r u c t i o n s "  from Ma0 provided  up-to-date v e r s i o n s  of Mao's 
long-s tanding  i n j u n c t i o n  to  make carefu l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
n o t  t o  a r r e s t  too many, and t o  re-educate where possible ,  
b u t  a l s o  n o t  t o  le t  any g u i l t y  pe r son  escape. I t  is s a f e  
t o  conclude  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  i n j u n c t i o n ,  a s  a lways  b e f o r e ,  
was t he  o p e r a t i v e  one;  a l t h o u g h  no hard f i g u r e s  are a v a i l -  
a b l e ,  p r o v i n c i a l  a.ccounts i n d i c a t e  t h a t  many thousands  

LeadBns of t h e  "leading groups'' were t o l d  t o  

'were k i l l e d  o r  d r i v e n  t o  s u i c i  the campaign . -  ' w i t s  - 
ouhkitruec:'~: : - t  

P a r t y  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n , "  which l i k e  the 'pur i f ica-  
t i o n  of c lass  r a n k s '  had begun to move i n  o r  abou t  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1968, picked u p  s h a r p l y  a f t e r  October.  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which had n o t  a l r e a d y  done so were t o l d  t o  
form " l ead ing  groups" fo r  t h i s  woPk too .  (As i n  t h e  "pur i -  

. f i c a t i o n  campaign, PLA 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  men were some- 
t i m e s  m e m b e r s  of these " l ead ing  groups ." )  The l e a d i n g  
groups  were t o l d  t o  conduct  a d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  purge-using 
class a n a l y s i s  to separate t h e  bad people  from t h e  good, 
c a r e f u l l y  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  degree of g u i l t ,  and j u d g i n g  . 
whether t h e  g u i l t y  man had s i n c e r e l y  changed his a t t i t u d e .  
(Those g u i l t y  of very  s e r i o u s  offenses h a d  t o  be purged ,  
b u t  i t  was a g a i n  s a i d  t h a t  the  m a j o r i t y  of p a r t y  m e m b e r s  
were good. 

m e m b e r s  c r i t i c ized  themselves  and were c r i t i c i zed  by 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p re sence  03' t h e  "masses," and were subject  
t o  a d d i t i o n a l  cr i t ic ism by t h e  masses. I n  c a r r y i n g  t h i s  
o u t ,  t h e  " l ead ing  groups' '  were a s s i s t e d  bo th  by PLA 'Sup- 
p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  pe r sonne l  and by worker/PLA prapaganda 
teams s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  u n i t  ( f a c t o r y ,  mine,  whatever )  
be ing  r e c t i f i e d .  I n  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  of r e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  
t h e s e  worker/PLA teams . included p a r t y  c a d r e s  who were 

T h i s  was "open door'' r e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  i n  which p a r t y  
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be ing  re -educa ted  through the i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
p r o c e s s .  Var ious  accoun t s  of t h e  p r o c e s s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  
j u s t  a s  Peking  had pred ic ted ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of p a r t y  
members were found t o  be "godd."* 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  " l e a d i n g  groups'' and 
t h e  " p a r t y  core groups' '  is no t  a t  a l l  c l e a r .  I n  some 
cases, t h e  two g roups  may have been i d e n t i c a l .  However, 

i d e n t i f i e d  below the  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  t h e y  have been 
i d e n t i c a l  o r  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  of 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees--groups presumably t o o  l a r g e  
t o  q u a l i f y  a s  a "par ty  c o r e  group." I t  may be t h a t  t h e  
u s u a l  or f r e q u e n t  p r a c t i c e  was t o  t r y  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee and t o  select t h e  p a r t y  core < 

less immediate matter of l a r g e - s c a l e  r e c r u i t m e n t )  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of r e c t i f i c a t i o n .  I n .  othen;-words, t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
l a rge  " l e a d i n g  group", wh i l e  conduct ing  the r e c t i f i c a t i o n  
of  p a r t y  o r g a n s  and members i n  its a r e a  of j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
may have 'been  conduct ing  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of i t se l f  too,  

1 in some i n s t a n c e s  i n  which " l e a d i n g  groups" have been 

g roups  ,(and$hus meet the  o t h e r  two r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  t h e  C? , ' I  

W h e r e  is a d e t a i l e d  account  of a model " r e c t i f i c a t i o n  
and r e b u i l d i n g "  p r o c e s s  i n  a Peking  f a c t o r y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
completed by f a l l  1968. F i r s t  t h e  fac tory  set u p  its 

. r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee. The committee formed a " l ead ing  
group" from p a r t y  c a d r e s  and worker p a r t y  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  
f a c t o r y  and 'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  p e r s o n n e l  from the  m i l i -  
t a r y  u n i t  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  fac tory- -dominated ,  presumably,  
by t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee.  The l ead -  
i n g  group s t u d i e d  Ma0 on p a r t y - b u i l d i n g  and ana lyzed  t h e  
behavior  of p a r t y  members i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  
The l e a d i n g  group t h e n  conducted " i d e o l o g i c a l  r e c t i f i c a -  
t i o n . "  After t h i s ,  it p u t  p a r t y  members on t h e  "first 
l i n e "  f o r  mass cr i t ic ism,  p u r i f i c a t i o n  of c la s s  r a n k s ,  * 

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  re forms.  P a r t y  members had t o  make 
self-criticisms before t h e  masses ,  o f t e n  many times, un- 
t i l  accep ted .  A "handful" of p a r t y  members were purged ,  
t h o s e  who had made "mistakes"  were handled  acco rd ing  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  c i r cums tances  ,, "advanced e lements"  of t h e  pro-  
l e t a r i a t  were drawn i n t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  and a new p a r t y  branch 
committee "came i n t o  being.  '' 
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s h a k i n g  i t se l f  down w h i l e  adding  a l i t t l e  "new blodd" 
to  i t s e l f ,  so t h a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  small g roup  c o u l d  be 
submi t t ed  to  Peking  for  approva l  as  a p a r t y  - core group. 
(If  so,  one c a n  imagine t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e  process.)* 

P e k i n g ' s  approva l  of t h e  proposed p a r t y  core 
g roups  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  or major mun ic ipa l  l e v e l  was 
n o t  au tomat i c ,  and many o b s e r v e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  v a r i o u s  
i n t e r e s t s  or even f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
Peking  were i n  d i s p u t e  on  t h e  composi t ion  of these pro- 
v i n c i a l  and mun ic ipa l  l eade r sh ips ,  w h i c h  were to con- 
s t i t u t e  t h e  par ty-government-and-mil i tary l eade r sh ip  
of t h e i r  areas. I t  seemed possible t h a t  some c e n t r a l  
organs-say, t h e  MAC=-were p r e s s i n g  f o r  greater m i l i t a r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  w h i l e  o thers -say ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--were 
p r e s s i n g  f.or greater r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  fo r  mass o rgan iaa -  
t i o n s .  Whatever t h e  possible c o m p l i c a t i o n s  and d e l a y s ,  
i t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  Mao and L i n  Piao themselves  had 
dec ided  some time ear l ier  "2'0, se$k:con.te&t~ w l t h  a :.new pa.rty 
sitrwitwre @esembli'ngt2 pre.tlt@- closely tb'e + -- de 8 fac to  stPac- 
t u r e  of power a t  t h a t  t i m e :  meaning t h a t  m i l i t a r y  com- 
manders and p o l i t i c a l  off icers  ( o f t e n  oldt ime p a r t y  
cadres) would I n  g e n e r a l  dominate  t h e  p a r t y  core groups  
j u s t  a s  t h e y  had dominated (and c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  domin- 
ate) t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, t h a t  r e -educa ted  
cadres from t h e  o ld  party-machine ( n o t  c o n c u r r e n t l y  
p o l i t i c a l  off icers)  would be n e x t  i n  impor tance ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  workers and other " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  would be a poor t h i r d .  Many " p r o l e t a r -  
i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  were, however, s a i d  t o  be i n c l u d e d  
i n  these core groups .  

. .  

.. .. . .  

*This  c o n j e c t u r e d  process may have been what  one  of 
t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Shanghai  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, a 
model, was r e f e r r i n g  to  when he s a i d  t h a t  i n  forming  core 
groups  i t  would n o t  do s imply  t o  p r e p a r e  a n a m e l i s t ;  i n  
t h e  c o u r s e  of r e p u d i a t i n g  Liu  Shao-chi ' s  l i n e  and sea rch -  
ing f o r  enemies-in t h e  c o n t e x t  of ('s truggle"--the list 
was t o  be p u t  t oge the r ,  and i t  had t h e n  t o  be approved 
by a s u p e r i o r  core group.  
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Throughout t h i s  p e r i o d  of f a l l  1968 t o  s p r i n g  
1969, w h i l e  t h e  r a n k s  were be ing  p u r i f i e d  and the  p a r t y  
r e c t i f i e d  and s lowly  i n f u s e d  w i t h  new b lood ,  Mao's team 
was p r e s s i n g  on w i t h  a r ange  of r a d i c a l  Maoist  pol ic ies .  
As o t h e r s  have n o t e d ,  these programs were des igned  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  new China from b a c k s l i d i n g  i n t o  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  
a China based on t h e  v i s i o n - - s t a t e d  i n  Mao's May 1966 
letter--of s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  r u r a l  b a s e s  i n  t h e  Yenan s t y l e :  
r u r a l ,  s i m p l e ,  v i r t u o u s ,  s u p e r - p o l i t i c i z e d ,  and r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y .  These programs i n c l u d e d :  t h e  f o r c e d  m i g r a t i o n  t o  
t h e  count rys ide- -on  a l a r g e - s c a l e ,  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  be an 
estimated 40 mil l ion- -of  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  urban unemployed; 
t h e  sending-down of c a d r e s ,  and t h e  r a d i c a l  s i m p l i f  i c a -  
t i o n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ;  t h e  s i m p l i f y i n g  and 
r e v o l u t i o n z i n g  of e d u c a t i o n ;  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a 1 , a n d  
po l i cy  changes  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  such a s  t h e , t i g h t e n i n g  
of communal d i s c i p l i n e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s ize  of  p roduc t ion  
teams, r e d u c i n g  p r i v a t e  p l o t s  and  p r i v a t e  en te rpr i se ,  
i n s t i t u t i n g  a new s u p p l y  sys tem,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  r u r a l  
towns, and p u t t i n g  a new emphasis  on d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  
and f r u g a l i t y  and a n  even h e a v i e r  emphasis  on moral  i n -  
c e n t i v e s .  Some of these programs were e x p e r i m e n t a l ,  
b u t  a l l  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of Mao's team t o  con- 
t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  u n t i l  i t  was embodied 
i n  a new China on the  l i n e s  of Mao's v i s i o n .  

As of l a t e  March 1969, on t h e  eve  of t h e  Nin th  
P a r t y  Congress ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, which had remained 
s tab le  f o r  more than  a y e a r ,  may have kemained t h e  most 
impor t an t  organ o f  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s ,  and many 
o b s e r v e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  one)  expec ted  i t  t o  be re- 
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  a t  o r  a f t e r  t h e  con- 
g r e s s .  I t  was be l i eved  t o  have t h e  main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
th roughout  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  the  p u r i f i c a t i o n  
and r e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ,  and for p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  
congres s .  C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s ,  it may have had t h e  ma in lvo ice  
i n  approving  (or r e f u s i n g  t o  approve)  t h e  p a r t y  c o r e  g roups  
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b e ing  hammered o u t  by t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and major munic ipa l  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees.  It was a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t o  con- 
t i n u e  t o  p l a y  the  main r o l e  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  work 
of these committees (in p a r t i c u l a r ,  t he i r  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t -  
men t s ) ,  and r e p o r t s  persisted t h a t  its off icers  d i v i d e d  
t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on a g e o g r a p h i c a l  basis. I t  a p p a r e n t l y  . 
d i d  n o t ,  however, have a free hand in any of these t a s k s ,  
and there were cont inued  reports,  rumors ,  and s u r m i s e s  
of d isagreement  between its off icers  and o t h e r  p a r t y  l ead -  
ers ,  n o t a b l y  officers of t h e  AfAC. 

committees a l so  cont inued  t o  .be remakkably s tab le  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d  of autumn 1968 t o  s p r i n g  1969. They were occupied 

of  p a r t y  c o r e .  g roups ,  and i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  t h e y  underwent 
some s t r e a m l i n i n g  b u t  w i thou t  major purges .  (The n e a r e s t  
t h i n g  w a s  t he  q u i e t  removal of Wang En-mao from S i n k i a n g . )  
Most of t h o s e  dropped were b e l i e v e d  t o  be t roublesome 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  These committees 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  hand le  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work th rough  
p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  and s e c u r i t y  depar tments .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  depar tments  seemed t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of 
t h e  o l d  propaganda depar tments ,  and t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  propa- 
ganda teams" i d e n t i f i e d  in some f a c t o r y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees appeared t o  be s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  these p o l i t i c a l  
depar tments .  .They probably  shared  w i t h  t h e  s e c u r i t y  de-  
pa r tmen t s  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  worker/PLA teams (cf. the " in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  teams" examining worker/PLA teams) .  The revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  i n  communes had " r e v o l u t i o n  and pro-  
d u c t i o n  commit teesf f in  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  teams, and these 
committees a p p a r e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  d u t y  s t a f f s "  
composed of  p e a s a n t s  t a k i n g  t u r n s .  The s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t -  
ments  ( o r  sub-departments)  appeared t o  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Y 

f o r  a t  l e a s t  the less s e n s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  tasks 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  both t o  p a r t y  members and t h e  g e n e r a l  publ ic .  
The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees ( th rough  their  p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s )  a p p a r e n t l y  con t inued  t o  p l a y  t h e  main r o l e  
in'forming and a s s i g n i n g  worker/PLA propaganda teams. 
These teams, charged w i t h  e n s u r i n g  working-c lass  "leader- 
s h i p "  of a l l  tFe tasks of "struggle-criticism-triansforma- 
t i o n , "  were very a c t i v e  i n  the  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign, 
i n  d i r ec t i l ng  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem i n  communes and pro-  
d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s  (known here a s  "peasant  propaganda teams,"  

The p r o v i n c i a l  and major mun ic ipa l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

. l a r g e l y  w i t h  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  r e c t i f i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  shap ing  . .  
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b u t  w i t h  worker and PLA members), i n  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work 
of a l l  k i n d s ,  and i n  g u i d i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
th rough t h e  worker/PLA teams,  shared  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  
t h e  PLA's 'Support  t h e  L e f t '  g roups  for t h e  h a n d l i n g  of 
t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

The MAC, l i k e  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, a l s o  remained s t a b l e  
i n  t h i s  per iod ,  under t h e  l eade r sh ip  of L in  P i a o  and Huang 
Yung-sheng, w i t h  H s i e h  Fu-chih,  Wu Fa-hsien,  Li Tso-peng, 
Chiu Hui- tso,  and Yeh Chun t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  among t h e  
o ther  a c t i v e  o f f icers .  (Huang and perhaps  H s i e h  con t inued  
t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group and of 
t h e  ' Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group, w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  were 
t h e  a p p a r e n t  d i rec tors  of these , \groups .  ) The MAC probably  
p layed  a role  ( i f  less impor t an t  - than  t h e  c e n t r a l  C R G ' s )  
i n  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  of new c e n t r a l  p a r t y  o rgans ,  
approv ing  p a r t y  core g roups ,  and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  work of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, which  
con t inued  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depar tments  of t h e  PLA, 
con t inued  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  t h e  'Suppor t  
t h e  Lef t '  g roups  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  work and 
were very  a c t i v e  ( a s s i s t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees) 
i n  t h e  " p u r i f i c a t i o n  of c l a s s  ranks"  and i n  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
work in g e n e r a l .  The MAC con t inued  t o  s h a r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, mainly through i ts  
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  teams,  fo r  forming  and d i r e c t i n g  worker/ 
PLA teams and f o r  g u i d i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  mass organiza-  
t i o n s .  

)r 

The p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  work directed j o i n t l y  by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and t h e  PLA a p p a r e n t l y  remained 
l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  PLA. I n  some p l a c e s ,  m i l i -  
t a r y  c o n t r o l  commissions r e t a i n e d  d i rec t  c o n t r o l  of p u b l i c  
s e c u r i t y  o rgans ,  and i n  o thers  these o rgans  were s a i d  to  
be d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
( t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e  presumably b e i n g  a l a t e r  s t a g e  of develop-  
ment) ;  b u t  i n  both cases these "people 's  s e c u r i t y  groups" 
were directed and s t a f f e d  l a r g e l y  by PLA pe r sonne l ;  Com- 
munis t  and cbther sources ag reed  t h a t  most of t h e  former 
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  pe r sonne l  had been s e n t  t o  r e -educa t ion  
camps. W h i l e  s u c h  sources disagreed a s  t o  how l a r g e  a 
m i n o r i t y  of them r e t u r n e d  t o  h e l p  s t a f f  these of f ices ,  
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t h e y  ag reed  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a minor i ty .  A s m a l l  
number of worker p r o v o s t  c o r p s  (aka worker-peasant  group)  
pe r sonne l  were r e p o r t e d  t o  be s t a f f i n g  these Off ices  i n  
a d d i t i o n  to t h e  p reponderan t  PLA men and t h e  less n u p r o u s  
former p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  men, b u t  t h e  worker-provost teams 
were used l a r g e l y  for  p a t r o l  and guard  d u t y ,  i . e . ,  t h e  
donkey-work djf p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y .  (Many of these teams 
r e p o r t e d l y  f a i l e d  even  i n  t h i s  work ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  PLA t o  
r e a s s i g n  its own men t o  s u c h  work.)  These worker-provost  
teams cont inued '  t o  be ass i s ted  by s m a l l  neighborhood 
groups .  During t h i s  per iod i f  n o t  ea r l ie r  t h e  PLA appar- 
e n t l y  absorbed t h e  former PSF u n i t s ,  a s  PLA u n i t s  were 
reported t o  be c a r r y i n g  o u t  p r e c i s e l y  those d u t i e s  flormerly 
a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  PSF; s u c h  forces were b e l i e v e d  t o  be under  
t h e  command of m i l i t a r y  districts.< 

The t h i r d  and l e a s t  impor t an t  of t h e  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  
groups--the d e  f ac to  - p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r ec to ra t e - - con-  
t i n u e d  t o  ha= a d  i n  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work t h r o u g h  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of its p r i n c i p a l s  (Kang Sheng, H s i e h  Fu- 
c h i h ,  and Wang Tung-hsing, i n  t h a t  order of impor t ance ) ,  
if n o t  y e t  a s  an o f f i c i a l  committee or group l i k e  t h e  CRG 
and t h e  MAC. There  was f r agmen ta ry  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h e  ' t special  group under t h e  c e n t r a l  committee" 
--cited i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  examining and j u d g i n g  Liu Shao- 
chi--may have been t h i s  group,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  ad hoc group 
f o r m e d i m p l y  f o r  L i u ' s  case. 
t i n u e d  t o  be formed f o r  t h e  cases of other leaders, and,  
l i k e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s u c h  group,  worked by " in-depth p rob ing  . 
and spec ia l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  c o l l e c t i n g  t e s t imony  and 
ev idence  and i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  s u s p e c t s  (obv ious ly  a l r e a d y  
judged g u i l t y ' i n  many cases) .  A t  l e a s t  some of t h e  i nves -  
t i g a t i o n  teams o c c a s i o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  in t h i s  period were 
BubDrdinate t o  these s p e c i a l  work groups,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  
may have been o p e r a t i n g  independen t ly  of them. I t  is pos- 
s i b l e - b u t  canno t  be .p roved- - tha t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
d i rec tora te  by t h i s  time had pr imary or even  complete 
a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  spec ia l  work groups  and p o l i t i c a l -  
s e c u r i t y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams, ra ther  t h a n  s h m i n g  i t  w i t h  
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  MAC. The n e a r e s t  t h i n g  t o  a -bas i c -  
l e v e l  pol i t ic t i1  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  appeared to  be t h e  
s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. 
I t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t ,  a s  p a r t y  core groups  deve loped ,  

, 1  

S p e c i a l  work g r x p n o n -  
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one member of  t he  core group would be named t o  s u p e r v i s e  
s e c u r i t y  work and would t h u s  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  b a s i c  appara-  
t u s  of t h e  o l d  SAD. ' ,  

I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of autumn 1968 t o  s p r i n g  1969, there 
were--for the  first t i m e  i n  any six-month pe r iod  s i n c e  
t h e  beginning  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution--no impor tan t  
changes i n  t h e  f o r t u n e s  of key f i g u r e s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a f a t u s ,  o r  f o r  that m a t t e r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  ap-. 
p a r a t u s  a s  a whole. Mao and Lin h e l d  f i r m  t o  t h e  team 
t h a t  t h e y  had p u t  together by s p r i n g  1968. 

The Ninth  P a r t y  Congress ,  A p r i l  1969: The Prominence "'of 
Leade r s  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  App a r a t u s  

b .  

The o f f i c e r s  of t he  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  o rgans  formed 
d u r i n g  t h e  Cu.ltura1 Revolu t ion  were s u i t a b l y  rewarded 
a t  the Ninth  P a r t y  Congress i n  A p r i l  1969. Of t h e  2 1  
p e r s o n s  named a s  f u l l  members of t h e  new pol i tburo,  11 
were of f icers  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s ,  a s  was one 
of t h e  f o u r  a l t e r n a t e s  named, And t w o  of t h e  three men 
chosen t o  work w i t h  Ma0 and Lin i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d -  
i n g  committee, a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  were 
.the c h i e f s  of  the two most impor tan t  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
o rgans .  I t  seemed appaken t ,  a f t e r  t he  Congress ,  t h a t  - 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  would be p l a y i n g  a 
c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  de t e rmin ing  whether Lin  P i a o  w o u l d  be 
a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  blao's e v e n t u a l  SUC 
c e s s o r  and t o  car ry  on a l o n g  Mao's l i n e s .  

A Peking press communique announced t h e  opening 
of  t h e  Ninth P a r t y  Congress--eight y e a r s  overdue ,  and 
w i t h  a much s m a l l e r  number of d e l e g a t e s  t h a n  once en- 
visaged--on 1 A p r i l .  The C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  t h e  c o  
munique s a i d ,  had prepared  " p o l i t i c a l l y ,  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y "  f o r  a s u c c e s s f u l  Congress.  I 
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Mao p r e s i d e d  on opening  day and made an  "extremely 
impor t an t  speechff--ghob8bfy :gn- the . ;need  fo r  . ' ' B n i  ty". 'I'This 
first p l e n a r y  s e a s i o n  approved a three-item agenda: 
PIao ' s  p o l i t i c a l  r e p o r t  on behalf  of t h e  " c e n t r a l  c o m m i t -  

, tee" (fewer t h a n  one- four th  of its members were p r e s e n t ) ;  
, t h e  r e v i s e d  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of a 

I new c e n t r a l  committee. L l n  made h i s  " p o l i t i c a l  report" 
--the e q u i v a l e n t  of t h e  r e p o r t  made by  Liu  Shao-chi a t  
t h e  E i g h t h  Congress  i n  1956-on. this  first day.* I n  
view of L i n ' s  admiss ion  t h a t  he  does n o t  write h i s  own' 
gpeeches, t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  repor t  may have been w r i t t e n  
for him by one or  more of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG f i g u r e s ' o r  b y  
Chou (as one r e p o r t  claims);  b u t  i t  wa8 s u r e l y  approved 
by Mao and h i m s e l f ,  

L i n  

L i n ' s  report  began w i t h  a l eng thy  d e f e n s e  of t h e  
t heo re t i ca l  r a t i o n a l e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  RevolutYon, espe- 
c i a l l y  t h e  importance of combat t ing  " rev is ionism,"  p o i n t -  
lag t o  Mao's e f for t  t o  h a l t  t h i s  b y  f twarningsf l  and f i n a l l y  
h i s  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  r i g h t  form ( t h e  Revo lu t ion )  t o  
r o u s e  t h e  "masses.ff H e  reviewed t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  conven t iona l  terms--of in-  
terest  mainly because ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  c u l t u r e  and e d u c a t i o n ,  
h e  fa i led  t o  mention t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of Madame Mao:l 

,He went on t o  reaffirm a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  
,f'struggle-criticism-transformation"--meaning e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  purge and r e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n - - o f  eve ry  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n  China,  i n q l d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y ;  of p r i n c i p a l  in -  
terest i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  were t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  f f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i  t teeff  system-combining t h e  
p r e v i o u s  pa ra l l e l  p a r t y  and government s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  and below--would c o n t i n u e .  

/ I  I 

*As i n  1956, t h e  P a r t y  Congress  se t  f o r t h  no s e p a r a t e  
p a r t y  ffprogram.ff The program i n  one s e n s e  was embodied 
lfi t h e  p o l i t i c a l  report--which s e t  f o r t h  t h e  " f i g h t i n g  
t a s k s " ;  b u t  what  wag c a l l e d  t h e  "gene ra l  program" appeared  
a s  t h e  opening chapter  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  com- 
m i t t e d  t h e  p a r t y  t o  c a r r y  on a l o n g  Mae's l i n e s  and iden-  
t i f i e d  L i n  as  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  
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Lin  went  on t o  emphasize h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  Mao's policies " t o  t h e  le t ter ,"  w h i l e  s t a t i n g  
them i n  g e n e r a l  terms ra the r  t h a n  i n  d e t a i l .  These in-  
c luded  t h e  policy--reaffirmed many t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  Revolutidn--of r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  and r e a s s i g n i n g  a s  
many p a r t y  and government cadres a s  possible ,  t h e  p o l i c y  
of l e n i e n c y  toward o f f e n d e r s  who c o n f e s s  and of " seve re  

l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y  underway fo r  about  a year b u t  n o t  
even begun i n  s o m e - u n i t s ) ,  and t h e  p o l i c y  of approaching  
a l l  economic problems p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  order  t o  b r i n g  
about  "new leaps forward" (no t  one Great Leap a g a i n ) .  
H e  went on t o  speak of "v ic tory"  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 

I punishment" of those who do n o t ,  t h e  p o l i c y  of " p u r i f y i n g  
I c lass  ranks"  ( t h e  purge  of s o c i e t y  and of t h e  lower 

C .  t i o n  b u t  emphasized t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  l f f i n a l ' l  v i c t o r y  * i  

and t h a t  much s t r u g g l e  l a y  ahead. . I 7 , ;  

LLii t h e n  d i s c u s s e d  pa r ty -bu i ld ing .  H e  p r a i s e d  
Mao's e v e r - c o r r e c t  l e a d e r s h i p  and i s s u e d  a s t r o n g  warn- 
i n g  t o  any r ema in ing  opponents  of Mao and Mao's though t ,  
quoted  Mao on t h e  need t o  purge and r e b u i l d ,  denounced 
Liu Shao-chi ' s  " r e v i s i o n i s t "  ( conven t iona l )  c o n c e p t s  of 
p a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  p a r t y  o r g a n s  and mem- 
bers had "gone through t h e  test  i n  l a r g e - s c a l e  c l a s s  
s t rugg le"  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  called for  a c o n t i n u i n g  
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and for  a c o n t i n u i n g  purge  of 
t h e  u n f i t .  He  endorsed  t h e  r e v i s e d  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
and espec ia l ly  praised t h e  enshrinement  of Mao's thought  
( o f f i c i a l l y  "Marxism - Leninism - Mao 'TaetUng. Thought") 
a s  t h e  theoret ical  b a s i s  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  t hough t  f o r e v e r ,  

L i n  went on t o  d i s c u s s  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  a l o n g  
f a m i l i a r  l i n e s ,  i n t r a n s i g e n t l y  anti-American and a n t i -  
S o v i e t .  He concluded w i t h  a c a l l  for  u n i t y  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
e s t  of greater v i c t o r i e s ,  quoted  Mao on t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g -  
g l e s  to  come i n  t h e  decades  ahead, and echoed Mao's c a l l  
t o  fear no s ac r i f i ce .  

The d r a f t  of t h e  r e v i s e d  p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h i s  first p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  (1 A p r i l ) .  The 
o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n C e  between t h i s  v e r s i o n  and t h e  
one prepared a t  t h e  October plenum was t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
a p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  PLA (too) m u s t  accept t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
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of t h e  p a r t y .  Thus t h e  main p r o v i s i o n s  were still: t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  L i n  Piao t o  be Maols s u c c e s s o r  w i thou t  a n  
e l e c t i o n ;  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s  of p a r t y  o r g a n s  
a t  a l l  l e v e l s  t o  be vtproduced through democratic consul -  
t a t i o n "  ra ther  t h a n  elected ( t h e  NCNA E n g l i s h  gave "pro- 
ducedll as " e l e c t e d " ) ;  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a n d i n g  . 
committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  t o  s e t  up t h e  l l necessa ry  or- 
g a n s  ... t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  day-to-day work of t h e  p a r t y ,  
government and army i n  ,a c e n t r a l i z e d  way." (By May Day, 
Peking  was prepared t o  speak a g a i n  of " v a r i o u s  depart- 
ments  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee," a l though  it i d e n t i f i e d  
none. A Uni ted  F r o n t  Department, had .been/)noted e a r l i e r .  ) 

On 14  A p r i l ,  Peking  announced a second p l e n a r y  
sess ion ' ron  t h a t  da te ,  a f te r  l lgroup d i s c u s s i o n s "  s i n c e  
2 A p r i l  of Lin's repor t  and t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
There  had a l so  been t ldiscUssiont?  and "s tudy" of Mao's 
opening-day r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  had a p p a r e n t l y  been a r ev iew 
of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  p a r t y ,  i . e . ,  of t h e  t r iumph of h i s  
l i n e  a g a i n s t  c h a l l e n g e s  from t h e  r i g h t  and u l t r a - l e f t .  
I t  was specified t h a t  t h e  t l d i scuss ion? l  of L i n ' s  report  
had been " sen tence  by sen tence"  and of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
"art icle by a r t i c l e . "  There  was also the d e l i v e r y  and 
d i s c u s s i o n  of s e v e r a l  speeches by  other  p a r t y  leaders 
(Chou En- l a i ,  Chen Po-ta ,  Kang Sheng, and Huang Yung- 
sheng)  and b y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  lqmasses.'v And 
there was probably genuine  d i s c u s s i o n  of the means of 
implementing t h e  ba&ic policies s t a t ed  by p a r t y  leaders. 

i v, :;.: 

This 1 4  A p r i l  s e s s i o n  llunanimously" adopted  L i n t  s 
report and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The s e s s i o n  a lso heard an- 
other "extremely impor tan t"  (and t h i s  t i m e  " i n s p i r i n g " )  
speech by Mao, and an  " impor tan t  speech" by Lin. The 
same group of 14 p r e s e n t e d  s i n c e  autumn 1968 (and, w i t h  
one e x c e p t i o n ,  s i n c e  April 1968) as  t h e  e l i t e  l i s t - - t h e  
group expec ted  by almost a l l  o b s e r v e r s  t o  be t h e  core 
of t h e  new politburo--appeared i n  t h e  f r o n t  row of t h e  
rostrum, backed by s e v e r a l  less impor t an t  f i g u r e s  of t h e  
o ld  p o l i t b u r o .  

As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  f i n a l  item on t h e  agenda of 
t h e  congres s ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of a new c e n t r a l  committee, 
requi red  a n o t h e r  t e n  days .  The procedure-- the process 
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of "democra t ic  consul ta t ion"--was a s  f o l l o w s :  t h e  dele- 
g a t i o n s  of t h e  Congress  nominated c a n d i d a t e s ;  t h e  p r e s i -  
dium of t h e  Congress  ( i n c l u d i n g  many l e a d e r s  of t h e  
d e  f a c t o  s t r u c t u r e  of power, which was reproduced i n  t h e  
c e n w c o m m i t t e e  which emerged) t h e n  "ga thered  and c o l -  
l a t e d  op in ions"  from a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  ( t h i s  may mean ques- 

t t i o n i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  about  any nominees whom Mao's 
i team had n o t  a l r e a d y  decided o n ) ;  t h e  p r e s i d i u m  then  pre- 
f pared  and d i s t r i b u t e d  a d r a f t  n a m e l i s t ;  "af ter  thorough 

c o n s u l t a t i o n , "  a n o t h e r  n a m e l i s t  was produced; a t  t h a t  
p o i n t  a "p re l imina ry  secret bal lot"  w a s  h e l d ,  which pre- 
sumably  e l i m i n a t e d  some names; and f i n a l l y ,  an " o f f i c i a l  
namel i s t "  was prepared  by t h e  p res id ium and p r e s e n t e d  t o  
t h e  Congress  for its stamp. With t h i s  " e l e c t i o n , "  t h e  
Congress  was " v i c t o r i o u s l y  concluded .  'I 

members of t h e  new c e n t r a l  committee were d iv ided  i n  what 
seemed t o  be a r easonab le  way between p r o v i n c i a l  and cew 
t r a l  f i g u r e s ,  and among m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  ( themselves  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ) ,  o l d  
party-machine and governmental  types ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  un- 
impor t an t  pe r sons  (low-ranking o r  unknown) who could be 
rega rded  a s  more d i r e c t l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  "masses." 
M i l i t a r y  and p r o v i n c i a l  f i g u r e s  were i n  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  
t h a n  b e f o r e .  

That is, no h i g h - l e v e l  purged and d i s g r a c e d  p a r t y  or 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  was inc luded  as a "nega t ive  example ," 
and o n l y  a few names ( e . g . ,  Tan Chi-lung) came from t h e  
list of  t h o s e  who had been o u t  of s i g h t  f o r  q u i t e  a 
while and had been regarded  a s  purged.  

- 

0 

I .  The 170 f u l l  ( v o t i n g )  and 109 a l t e r n a t e  (non-vot ing)  

< 
There were no major surpr i ses  among t h e  279 names. 

The new c e n t r a l  committee h e l d  its first plenum 
on 28 A p r i l  and "e l ec t ed"  i ts  o f f i c e r s ,  i ts p o l i t b u r o ,  I .  

and t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee.  Mao and L in  were 
t o  be t h e  o n l y  of f icers - -cha i rman and vice-chairman--of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  commit tee ,  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  
other 23 members and a l t e r n a t e  members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  
no l o n g e r  ranked b u t  i n s t e a d  l i s t e d  i n  s t roke -o rde r .  
Peking seemed t o  be making t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  there were two 
and o n l y  two t o p  l e a d e r s ,  Ma0 and h i s  successor--with 
L i n  a p r e a t  d i s t a n c e  above t h i r d - r a n k i n g  Chou En- l a i .  
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Of t h e  19 persons named a s  f u l l  ( v o t i n g )  members 
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  in a d d i t i o n  t o  Mao and Lin ,  t h r e e  were 
long i n a c t i v e  p a r t y  e l d e r s  ( t h e  c h a s t e n e d  Chu Te ,  t h e  
b l i n d  Liu Po-cheng, and t h e  s e n i l e  Tung Pi-wu) and a 
f o u r t h  (Yeh Chien-ying) had seemed to  be i n a c t i v e  i n  
recent years a f t e r  p e r s i s t e n t  a t t a c k s .  

t i o n  t o  Mao and Lin)  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  a c t i v e ,  f u l l y  11 were 
o f f i c e r s  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs formed d u r i n g  t h e  
Cd 1 t u r  a1 Revo lu t ion  : 

Of t h e  15 f u l l  members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  ( i n  addi-  

( a )  Chen Po-ta ,  Kang Sheng, Madame Mao, Chang 

(b)  Huang Yung-sheng, Wu Fa-hsien,  Chiu Hu i - t so ,  

Chun-chiao, and Yao Wen-yuan of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG; 

L i  Tso-peng, and Madame L i n  P i a o ,  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work 
Group and t h e  'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  Group ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e i r  roles as o f f i c e r s  of t h e  MAC); and 

(c) Hsieh  Fu-chih of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
d i r e c t o r a t e .  * s e c u r i t y  

The o t h e r  fou r  P u l l  members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  were: 
Premier Chou En- la i ,  his close associate L i  Hsien-nien 
(now t h e  o n l y  economic s p e c i a l i s t  on t h e  p o l i t b u r o ) ;  Hsu 
Shih-yu, commander of t h e  Nanking MR; and Chen Hs i - l i en ,  
commander of t h e  Mukden MR. 

hence fo r th  t o  be dominated by a group, c o a l i t i o n  or  cabal 
of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t s .  There  was no evidence 
t h a t  t h e s e ' , . l l  h a d :  a t  any t i m e  a c t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  ogposi- 
t i o n  t o  0 t h  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  Cas 
ev idence  of  d i v i s i o n s  among t h e s e  11 themselves ,  i n  teems 

T h i s  was n b t : ' a t  a l l  t o  :say'i;that 'i ' the pb l8 tbu ro 'was  . -  

F 

*The p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  was of c o u r s e  a l s o  
r e p r e s e n t e d  through Kang Sheng ( l i s t e d  above i n  h i s  CRG 
ro le ) ,  and a g a i n  among t h e  a l t e r n a t e  members of t h e  p o l i t -  
buro through Wang Tung-hsing. 
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both  of pr imary  l o y a l t i e s  and of degrees of a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  r a d i c a l  po l i c i e s .  

members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  w o u l d  be: 

s u c c e s s o r  L i n  Piao, and h i s  w i f e ;  and  t h e  f o u r  o t h e r  
Maoist r a d i c a l s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, Chen Po-ta,  Kang 
Sheng, Chang Chun-chiao, and Yao Wen-yuan. 

p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  MAC and t h e  PLA's p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s ,  Huang Yung-sheng, Wu Fa-hsien,  Chiu 
Hui - t so ,  and Li Tso-peng, and t h e  t w o  m i l i t a r y  r e g i a n  
commanders, Hsu Shih-yu and Chen Hs i - l i en .  

n i e n ,  and H s i e h  Fu-chih,  and t h e  f o u r  i n a c t i v e  leaders  
(Chu Te,  Liu  Po-cheng, Tung Pi-wu, and Yeh Chien-ying).* 

One meaningfu l  way of b r e a k i n g  down t h e  21 f u l l  

( a )  Mae's group: Mao h i m s e l f ,  and his wife ,  h i s  

(b) A " m i l i t a r y "  group:  t h e  f o u r  m i l i t a r y -  

(c) An gtunal ignedgt  group:  Chou E n - l a i ,  L i  Hs-an- 

The six a c t i v e  m 5 l i t a r y  men ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  L i n  
Piao) named a s  f u l l  members of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  ( a l . l ~ . O f . '  
them f o r  t h e  f irst  time) c o n s t i t u t e d  a group  of s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t ,  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a t v m i l i t a r y t t  
c o a l i t i o n  which  c o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  oppose t h e  Maoist 
r a d i c a l s  ( i n c l u d i n g  L i n  P iao) .  I n  o the r  words,  these 
m i l i t a r y  and m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  men migh t  make common 
c a u s e  w i t h  some of t h e  tgunal igned"  g roup  i n  t h e  p o l i t -  
bu ro  and w i t h  o ther  m i l i t a r y  men o u t s i d e  t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  
and,  i f  so, would c o n s t i t u t e  a formidable  o p p o s i t i o n  
force. 

! : . I .  '. ( ) ,.,. I L  . ; i  .I ,, ' 1.  ' 2 " -!I. , . , p : ,  !:.. 

*The q*moderate*' g roup  on t h e  o u t g o i n g  p o l i t b u r p - a  
g roup  r e g a r d e d  a s  close t o  Chou En-lai--did r a t h e r  p o o r l y  
i n  t h e  A p r i l  1969 " e l e c t i o n s . "  Chou and L i  Hsien-nien 
were re-elected, b u t  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  Chen Y i ,  t h e  economic 
s p e c i a l i s t s  Chen Yun and L i  Fu-chun, and t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  
8c T e c h o l o g i c a l  Commission c h i e f  N ieh  Jung-chen, were a l l  
dropped.  Most had been i n a c t i v e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  or months,  
b u t  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  rename so many of t h e m  (when other  
i n a c t i v e  leaders were named) was t h e  major  s u r p r i s e  o f  
t h e  elect  i o n s .  
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Some of these s i x  had had poor  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
r a d i c a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and seemed c l e a r l y  non- rad ica l  
t hemse lves ,  b u t  a l l  s i x  a p p a r e n t l y  s t o o d  h i g h  w i t h  Lin  
P i a o .  I t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  L in  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
b r i n g i n g  them i n t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  

A s  no ted  above ,  four of these s i x  were m i l i t a r y  
men of a s p e c i a l  type :  o f f icers  of t h e  MAC who (along 
w i t h  Hsieh  Fu-chih and Lin  P i a o ' s  wi fe)  had played key 
p o l i t i c a l  r o l e s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  s u p e r v i s i n g  
and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  o rgans  which succeeded t h e  
Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department.  
t h e  C/S, Wu Fa-hs ien ,  t h e  commander of t he  CCAF, Chiu  
H u i - t s o ,  who r e c e n t l y  became a deputy  C/S, and L i  Tso- 
peng, first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  Navy--had r u n  much 
t h e  same cour se .  A l l  had been c losely a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
L in  Plao f o r  many y e a r s ,  one (Huang) s i n c e  the 1930s and 
t h e  other three beginning  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a b i t  l a t e r  a s  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  w i t h  L i n ' s  forces. A l l  had been named 
by  L in  t o  t h e i r  r e c e n t  o r  c u r r e n t  key m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n s :  
Huang a s  commander of t h e  Canton MR i n  o r  about  1954 
(under  Lin  a s  t h e  Cent ra l -South  commander) and a s  C/S 
i n  1968, Wu a s  chief o f  CCAF i n  1965 j u s t  be fo re  t h e  Cul -  
t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  began, Chiu a s  chief of l o g i s t i c s  i n  
autumn 1959 soon a f t e r  L in  became M i n i s t e r  of Defense ,  
and L i  a s  t h e  Navy p o l i t i c a l  officer i n  1967 in t h e  throes 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  A l l  f o u r  had been denounced 
by Red Guard groups--perhaps i n c i t e d  by  some of f icers  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--in e a r l y  1967;  t h e  a t t a c k s  on three were 
s h a r p l y  c u t  off by word from t h e  top ( i n c l u d i n g  p r a i s e  
of a l l  three a s  f a i t h f u l  t o  Mao and L i n ) ,  and t h e  longe r -  
s u s t a i n e d  a t t a c k s  on t h e  fourth--Huang, who made "mistakes"  
i n  hand l ing  Red Guard groups--were a l s o  h a l t e d  by s t r o n g  
e x p r e s s i o n s  of conf idence ,  g i v e n  p r a c t i c a l  form when 
Huang was named C/S. A t  l e a s t  t w o  (Wu and C h i u )  had been 
among t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  program of  r e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
("Mao-study") of r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders 
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1967. A l l  f o u r  had been g i v e n  leading r o l e s  
i n  t h e  special  o rgans  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion :  Huang had 
beenone of the few l e a d e r s  t o  whom L i n  i n  August 1966 
conf ided  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  pu rg ing  t h e  PLA; L i  was deputy 
chief o r  chief of t h e  Navy's  CRG by e a r l y  1967; Wu and 

A l l  four--Huang Yung-sheng, 
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Chiu had been named t o  head t h e  l a r g e r  and more powerful  
PLA/CRG when it was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  o r  abou t  August 1967, 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  men who had them- 
se lves  been v i c t i m i z e d  by f a l s e  cha rges  would be more 
r e l i a b l e  i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of o t h e r s ;  d u r i n g  
1968,  Huang had become t h e  MAC-level s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  
new P o l i t i c a l  Work Group which r e p l a c e d  t h e  PLA/CRG and 

came t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group and ( l a t e r )  
may have become t h e  head of t h e  'Support  t h e  L e f t '  Group 
as well;  and i n  1968 a l l  f o u r  had been named t o  t h e  re- 
o rgan ized  ' a d m i n i s t r a t i v e '  o r  ' e x e c u t i v e '  u n i t  ( p o s s i b l y  
i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  S tand ing  Committee) of t h e  MAC, which 
was t o  s u p e r v i s e  a l l  of t h e  MAC'S s p e c i a l  o rgans .  

I of t h e  'Support  t h e  L e f t '  Group, whi le  Wu a p p a r e n t l y  be- 

The two m i l i t a r y , r e g i o n  commanders named a s  f u l l  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  Hsu Shih-yu of Nanking and 
Chen H s i - l i e n  of Shenyang, a l s o  seem favored  by Lin.  
While n e i t h e r  had s p e n t  a l l  o r  even most of  h i s  c a r e e r  
w i t h  L i n ,  (Hsu may have been L i n t s  deputy b r i e f l y  many 
y e a r s  a g o ) ,  two of L i n ' s  f irst  a c t s  a s  M i n i s t e r  of Defense 
i n  au tumn 1959 were t o  a p p o i n t  Hsu a Deputy M i n i s t e r  of  
Defense ( t h e  on ly  one i n  a r e g i o n a l  p o s t )  and Chen a s  
commander of t h e  Shenyang MR. Both were among t h a t  s m a l l  
group t o  whom Lin  P i a o  i n  August 1960 t o l d  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  
purg ing  t h e  PLA. Like  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
added t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  bo th  were denounced by Red Guard 
groups  i n  1967 ( l i k e  Huang, t h e y  made some "mis takes") ,  
bo th  were s t r o n g l y  defended by  spokesmen f o r  Mao and L i n ,  
bo th  went t o  Peking f o r  Wao-study" (Hsu may a c t u a l l y  
have s t a y e d  w i t h  Ma0 t h e r e ) ,  and both were g iven  c r e d i t  
f o r  h e l p i n g  t o  expose r a s c a l s  l i k e  Yang Cheng-wu ( t h e  
a c t i n g  C/S purged a s  a r i g h t i s t ) .  

Thus ,  on t h e  assumpt ion  t h a t  Mao's group would con- 
t i n u e  t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao (a  s a f e  a s sumpt ion ) ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  s i x  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  would prove r e s p o n s i v e  t o  
Lin (a p r o b a b i l i t y  judgmen t ) ,  i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  p o l i t -  
buro would c o n t i n u e  t o  be r e l i a b l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao and 
L i n  a s  a team. That i s ,  it would probably  c o n t i n u e  t o  
be r e s p o n s i v e  even i f  the  seven  f u l l  members r ega rded  a s  
"unal igned" were so bold a s  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  Mao and Lin. 
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ThYs:awas n o t  t o  deny t h a t  there was a h igh  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  a s p l i t  among p o l i t b u r o  members--as w i t n e s s  the  ev id -  
e k e  of t e n s i o n  and c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  three y e a r s  
ahnong some of t h e  c i v i l i a n  Maoist  r a d i c a l s  around Mao and 
sbme of the m i l i t a r y - p b l i t i c a l  figures c l o s e r  t o  Lin .  
Bbt it seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  such  c o n f l i c t  would con t inue  
t o  be expres sed  n o t  a s  a s p l i t  i n  t h e  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  p o l i t -  
buro  b u t  a s  c o n f l i c t  between the p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  o rgans  
which these l e a d e r s  d i r e c t e d .  

I n  any case, the  most impor tan t  p a r t y  organ  a t  t h i s  
time was n o t  t h e . p o l i t b u r o  b u t  rathei. t h e  s t a n d i n g  commit- 
tee of the  p o l i t b u r o .  The s t a n d i n g  committee was t o  
exercise t h e  powers of the p o l i t b u r o  when it was n o t  i n  
s e s s i o n  ( t h k  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of the  t i m e ) ,  and  i n  f a c t  i t  
was t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee which was t o  d e c i d e  whether 
a meet ing of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  was necessa ry .  The p r i n c i p a l  
o r g a n s  of t he  p a r t y  appara tus- - the  c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  MAC, 
and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  directorate--were a l l  respon-  
s i v e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee;  and t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  set up and s u p e r v i s e  what- 
e v e r  o t h e r  p a r t y  o r g a n s  i t  f e l t  i t  neededb The s t a n d i n g  
committee t h u s  dominated bo th  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d e c i s i o n s  and 
the  p a r t y ' s  a p p a r a t u s .  

The s t a n d i n g  committee "elected" by t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  
Congress  was a c t u a l l y  r e - e l e c t e d .  The same f i v e  men had 
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee s i n c e  $he time ( i n  1967 
o r  1968) when L i  Fu-chun was dropped f r o m ' i t :  Mao, L in  
Piao, Chou E n - l a i ,  Chen Po-ta , and Kang Sheng. * Four of 
these t o p  f i v e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y - - a l l  e x c e p t  Chou--had 
shown themselves i n  t h e  cour se  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  
t o  be hard-core  Maoist r a d i c a l s ,  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  a l l  of 
the  e x c e s s e s  of the  RevoTution. Whatever t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of 

i 

' *As no ted  p r e v i o u s l y ,  Chiang Ching had been regarded 
a s  a d e  f ac to  member of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee, and could  
btil1-be.t i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  Ma0 d i d  n o t  add 
h e r  f o r m a l l y ,  t h a t  there was still  some l i m i t  t o  h i s  
bizarre behavior .  
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v a r i o u s  combina t ions  of f o r c e s  a t  lower l e v e l s  for  oppos- 
i n g  o r  r e s i s t i n g  Mao and L i n ,  t h e  management of t h e  P a r t y ' s  
a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  topmost l e v e l  was t o  be i n  t h e  hands of 
Maoist  r a d i c a l s  by a margin of f o u r  t o  one.  Moreover, 
whereas  there was no m i l i t a r y  man e x c e p t  Lin  i n  t h i s  g roup ,  
t h e  ch iefs  of two of t h e  three p r i n c i p a l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
organs-the c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r -  
ate-were i n  i t .  

' The p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
s tan 'd ing  committee was expec ted  t o  assume a c h a r a c t e r  n o t  
r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t - - i n  i ts  f u n c t i o n s  and i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  among its parts--from t h e  o l d  par ty  a p p a r a t u s ,  a l -  
though t h e  packaging would be d i f f e r e n t  and t h e  c e n t r a l  
and p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  would most ly  be new. 

-' 'The c e n t r a l  committee s t a f f  o f f i c e  was expec ted  
t o  remain ,  and t o  keep i ts  most imporimt f u n c t i o n s ,  bu t  
t o  be subord ina ted  now t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commit- 
tee. That  is,  Mao had h i s  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e  under 

.i . I , ,  

Madame Mao, and Lin Piao had h i s  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e  
under  Madame L i n ,  bat  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee needed a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  organ .  T h i s  would seem espec ia l ly  true 
i f ,  a s  b e l i e v e d ,  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee in t ended  t h a t  
t h e  most powerful  c e n t r a l  o rgans  a p a r t  from i t s e l f - - t h a t  
is, any new s e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  MAC, and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e - a l l  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  i t s e l f ,  ra ther  
t h a n  hand l ing  two of them through t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t .  T h i s  
would a l so  mean be t te r  c o n t r o l  by t h e  s t a n d i n g  commit- 
tee of p a r t y  documents and p e r s o n n e l  records--the raw 
material f o r  power s t r u g g l e s  and purges--and of t h e  
p h y s i c a l  s e c u r i t y  component which p r o t e c t e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  
a g a i n s t  a t tempted  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  o r  coups.  T h i s  o f f i c e  
seemed t o  be i n  good hands ,  w i t h  t h e  hard-core  Maoist  
Wang Tung-hsing a s  t h e ' h e a d  of it and i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  
conduct  effect ive l i a i s o n  w i t h  any new s e c r e t a r i a t  and 
w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  th rough h i s  con- 
c u r r e n t  p o s t s  i n  those organs .  

r e d e s i g n a t e  the  c e n t r a l  CRG a s  t h e  new p a f t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  
and it was referred t o  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG d u r i n g  t h e  

Cont rary  t o  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e  Congress  d i d  n o t  
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Congress.  I t  could be Mao's i n t e n t i o n - - i n  l i n e  w i t h  h i s  
"Bimplif i c a t i o n  of  admin i s t r a t ion" - - to  o p e r a t e  wi thou t  
a s e c r e t a r i a t ,  i . e .  t o  have a s i n g l e  body ac t  bo th  a s  
t h e  s t and ing .commi t t ee  of  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and a s  t h e  secre- 
t a r i a t ;  j u s t  a s  the pre-1956 s e c r e t a r i a t  was r e d e s i g n a t e d  
the p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee i n  1956, so now the 
p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee might  s e r v e  c o n c u r r e n t l y  a s  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t - - w i t h  t h e  two top o f f i c i a l s  of t he  c e n t r a l  
CRG, t h e  f o u r t h - a n d - f i f t h  r ank ing  members of t h e  p o l i t -  
buro s t a n d i n g  committee, p l a y i n g  t h e  ro les  t h a t  Teng 
Hsiao-ping and Peng Chen used  t o  p l a y  a s  t h e  two rank ing  
officers of the secre ta r ia t .  [ 

committee w o u l d  a c t  a s  a "COI e c t i v e  s e c r e t a r i a t  ," con- 
t r o l l i n g  +government a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t y  o rgans  ( a s  d i d  t h e  
o l d  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  th rough t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ) ,  and 
t h a t  there would be no g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  b u t  tha t  one mem- 
ber ("probably Kang Sheng") would be r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  i n -  
t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  ( i n . o t h e r  words,  would be a -- d e  fac to  
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l )  . The new s t a n d i n g  committee c o u l d  
beg in  t h a t  way--which would have the  great  advan tage ,  f o r  
some p a r t y  leaders,  of c u t t i n g  Madame Mao o u t  of the 
h e a r t  of the  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  j u s t  a s  she  had been c u t  
o u t  of t he  PLA's p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs--but it seemed 
l i k e l y  t h a t  a s e p a r a t e  s e c r e t a r i a t  would  soone r  or  l a t e r  
be found d e s i r a b l e .  As w i t n e s s ,  i n  1956 the  p a r t y  d i d  
i n  fac t  set  up a new s e c r e t a r i a t  when i t  r e d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  
o ld  one a s  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  and t h e  
p r e s e n t  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee had i n  f a c t  been 
u s i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG a s  its " s e c r e t a r i a l  team" (Maddme 

t h a t  t h  e five-man s t a n d i n g  

I ,  . 

Mae': phrase )  o r  d e  fac to  s e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  more t h a n  two 
y e a r s .  

Whatever the  name t o  be g iven  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  new 
s e c r e t a r i a t ,  it seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  it would be a p o l i t i c a l  
s e c r e t a r i a t  , a s  d i s t i n c t  from a n  a l l - p u r p o s e  s e c r e t a r i a t  
which would have a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  MAC or t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e .  (The o l d  s e c r e t a r i a t  a p p a r e n t l y  
d i d  n o t  have a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  MAC, and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
had not had i t ;  t h e  o l d  s e c r e t a r i a t  d i d  have a u t h o r i t y  ' 

over  most of t he  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s . )  The 
s e c r e t a r i a t ' s  a u t h o r i t y ,  i n  o t h e r  words would be ove r  
t h e  p a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s ,  a s  before: these would 
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be p redominan t ly ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  p o l i t i c a l  
depa r tmen t s  of one k ind  o r  a n o t h e r . *  The s e c r e t a r i a t  
would of c o u r s e  have l i a i s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  MAC 
and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  and perhaps  some- 
t h i n g  more w i t h  the  l a t t e r ,  i n  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
bureaus might be establ ished i n  p a r t y  depar tments  s u b -  
o r d i n a t e  t o  the  s e c r e t a r i a t .  

With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  MAC, Lin  P i a o  was expec ted  t o  
t a k e  p a i n s  t o  keep  t h e  MAC s u b o r d i n a t e  o n l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t -  
buro  s t a n d i n g  committee.  S i m i l a r l y ,  he was expec ted  t o  
t a k e  p a i n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  dominate the  MAC a s  de  f a c t o  
chairman and th rough  h i s  p r o t e g e s  a s  t h e  a c t i v r o f f i c e r s .  
The o n l y  vice-chairmen i d e n t i f i e d  s i n c e  t h e  Congress were 
Yeh Chien-ying, Chen Y i ,  Hsu Hsiang-chien,  and Nieh Jung- 
chen ,  a l l  of whom had been vice-chairmen when t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  began. Yeh was reelected t o  t h e  po l i tbu ro  i n  
A p r i l  and seemed t o  be i n  q u a l i f i e d  f a v o r ,  b u t  a l s o  seemed 
t o  be l i t t l e  a c t i v e ;  t he  o t h e r  three were dropped from 
the  p o l i t b u r o  and seemed t o  be a l t o g e t h e r  i n a c t i v e .  The 
s t r o n g  f i g u r e s  were probably  t h e  s i x  s t a n d i n g  committee 
members below them who were named t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  (Huang, 
H s i e h ,  Wu, Chiu ,  L i ,  and Madame L in ) .  

w i t h  t h e  new s e c r e t a r i a t ,  a s  it a p p a r e n t l y  had w i t h  t h e  
o l d ,  th rough a n  o f f i c e r  of MAC c o n c u r r e n t l y  a s e c r e t a r y .  
B u t  because t h e  p a r t y  had never  a l lowed t h e  PLA t o  a s -  
8ume f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  its own p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  
something more t h a n  a l i a i s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
MAC and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  would be neces-  
s a r y  ( i n d e e d ,  probably  e x i s t e d  a l ready**) .  One of t h e  PLA 

The MAC might  have on ly  a l i a i s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

*The a n t i c i p a t e d  s e c r e t a r i a t  w i l l  p robab ly  have t o  i n -  
c l u d e  more people  t h a n  t h e  known o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG, a s  i t  w i l l  have a r e a s  of concern a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  
w i t h i n  t h e  competence of t h e  CRG o f f i c e r s .  

a s  of 1967, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s ecu r i ty  of t h e  PLA was j o i n t l y  
the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  MAC-level s u p e r v i s o r  of p o 1 i t i . -  
c a l  secur i ty  o rgans  i n  t h e  PLA and Kang Sheng. 

**It w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Mao had r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  t h a t ,  

- 

-83 - 

r 
I I 



I I 

officers c o n c u r r e n t l y  a l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  and i n  t h e  MAC (Hsieh Fu-chih would 
seem l i k e l y )  might be chosen t o  r e p o r t ' b o t h  t o  t h e  MAC 
and to  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e .  (Th i s  j o i n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - - o f  
the MAC and t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e - f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  i n  
t h e  PLA seemed v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n ,  whether L i n  P i a o  l i k e d  
i t  t h a t  way o r  n o t ;  because Mao l i k e d  it tha t  way.) .. 

The p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  directorate  was a l s o  expec ted  
t o  remain respons i i re  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  
committee, r a t h e r  t h a n  being s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  a new s e c r e -  
t a r i a t .  J u s t  a s  t h e  MAC was r e p r e s e n t e d  on the p o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee by L i n  P i a o ,  so  the d i r e c t o r a t e  was 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by Kang Sheng. I t  seemed p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  
d i r e c t o r a t e  had become one of t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  "depar t -  
ments of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee" c i t e d  by Peking  on May 

. Day 1969 and would  t h u s  be s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  a s e c r e t a r i a t ,  
b u t  i t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  Mao and L i n  P i a o ,  drawing t h e  
l e s s o n  from the..grears p r i o r  t o  the  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  
would want t o  keep t h i s  a h i g h e r - l e v e l  body t h a n  a de-  
par tment  = d i r e c t l y  r e spons ive  t o  themselves .  * The 
d i r e c t o r a t e  would  probably  have a close l i a i s o n  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  w i t h  any new s e c r e t a r i a t ,  a s  Kang was the s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  of t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  and expec ted  t o  be a l e a d i n g  
f i g u r e  i n  any new s e c r e t a r i a t .  As w i t h  t h e  MAC, t h e  
directorate  would have more than  a l i a i s o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i f  it i n s t a l l e d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o r g a n s  i n  s e n s i t i v e  
p a r t y  depa r tmen t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  b u t  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  would be academic if Kang Sheng were wearing 
both hats .  With r e g a r d  to t h e  d i r ec to ra t e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  t h e  MAC, Mao, Lin and Kang (pe rhaps  a g a i n s t  L i n ' s  
t r u e  wishes) might r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
bureau of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department ,  which had 
worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

bould 
be !onstrued a s  meaning t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  o rgan  had indeed been s t a b i l i z e d  a s  a c e n t r a l  
depar tment ,  but i t  could a l s o  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  meaning 
t h a t  t he  o l d  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureau of this d e p a r t -  
ment had been e l e v a t e d  t o  become a department  and that 
t h e  o l d  depar tment ihad  h ighe r  s t a t u s .  E i t h e r  way, t h e  . 
r e p o r t  was unconfirmed. 

. .  

. .  , .  

. .  
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s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  i n  t h e  o l d  days-- that  is, t h a t  t h e y  
would set up ana logous  o rgans  i n  t h e  t w o  s p e c i a l  g roups  
which had  r e p l a c e d  t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department. 
The d i r e c t o r a t e  might a l s o  be g i v e n  the  p h y s i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
(bodyguards)  component af- t h e  s t a f f  o f f ice ,  and full re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y - - o n c e  p o s s i b l y  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e - -  
f o r  t h e  ass ignment  of c a d r e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work. 

With respect t o  these three powerful c e n t r a l  
o r g a n s  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  
commit tee-- that  is, any new s e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  MAC, and 
t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e - - i t  seemed t h a t  Lin  P i a o  might want t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t w o  of them. I n  some respects, 
he had come o u t  of t h e  P a r t y  Congress  i n  f i n e  shape, i n  
terms of p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n .  H e  was t o  be the 
uncon tes t ed  chairman,  a f t e r  Mao. H e  seemed t o  be s t r o n g  
i n  t h e  pol i tburo ,  a s  t h e  s i x  m i l i t a r y  men named t o  i t  
seemed t o  be men i n  whom he had c o n f i d e n c e ,  and most of 
t h e  rest  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  would be expec ted  t o  t r a n s f e r  
their  a l l e g i a n c e  from Mao t o  himself  r a t h e r . : t h a n  t o  any 
other l e a d e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee of t he  p o l i t b u r o ,  he h imse l f  would be its s e n i o r  
off icer  a f t e r  Mao's d e a t h  and m o s t  of t he  o thers  were 
Maoist r a d i c a l s  l i ke  h imse l f .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Lin might  
t h i n k  it prudent  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  someone ve ry  c l o s e  to  h i m -  
self  i n t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and ' *  

i n t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  and a n o t h e r  such  person  i n t o  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e .  

Below t h e  l e v e l  of t h o s e  powerful c e n t r a l  o r g a n s  
b e l i e v e d  t o  be d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  com- 
mittee of t he  p o l i t b u r o ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was of c o u r s e  
e v o l v i n g .  The WC's s u b o r d i n a t e  o rgans  were t h e  m o s t  
f u l l y  developed.  While t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Depart-  
ment still  nominal ly  e x i s t e d  a s  l a t e  a s  e a r l y  1968, t h e  
PLA/CRG became t h e  de f a c t o  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depart-  
ment a f t e r  August 1967 and was i n  t u r n  r e p l a c e d  i n  t h a t  
role by t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group and t h e  'Support  t h e  
L e f t '  g roup ,  bo th  still  t h r i v i n g .  The key f i g u r e s  seemed 
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  t o  be Huang Yung-sheng, Hsieh Fu-chih,  
and Wu Fa-hsien a s  t h e  MAC-level s u p e r v i s o r s  and a s  
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d i r e c t o r s  of these b o d i e s  or a c o n s o l i d a t e d  organ .  Mao 
ahd L i n  might i n t e n d  t o  r e d e s i g n a t e  t h i s  a p p a r a t u s  a s  t h e  
Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department ( a g a i n ) ,  w i t h  one of t h e  
o9ficers of t h e  'Po1itical:'Work Group a s  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
depa r tmen t ,  a n o t h e r  of t h a t  Group ' s  o f f i c e r s  a s  chief of 
a i r e s u r r e c t e d  P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Bureau, a n o t h e r  i n  
charge of  t h e  work of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  and one 
of t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  'Suppor t  t he  L e f t '  Group a s  chief 
of a new bureau charged  w i t h  e v a l u a t i n g  and a s s i s t i n g  
m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  g i v e n  p o l i t i c a l  mi s s ions .  The MAC might 
t r y  hard  t o  keep c o n t r o l  of t h i s  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  De- 
.p&stment ,  a g a i n s t  p u s s i b &  d n c u r s i o n s  by a new secre- 
t a r i a t  and . p o s s i b l e  a t t e m p t s  b y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
d i r e c t o r a t e  t o  e n l a r g e  i ts  r o l e .  There needed be no 
change i n  t h e  s t a t u s  of t he  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l L d e p a r t -  
ments  of t h e  PLA u n i t s ,  b u t  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  
'Suppor t  t h e  L e f t '  teams w i t h  t h e  worker/PLA teams and 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams needed 
t o  be c l a r i f i e d  and r egu la r i zed -as  t h e y  seemed to over-  
l a p  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  work of c o n t r o l ,  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The o r g a n s  which were t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  p r i m a r i l y  
. to  any new s e c r e t a r i a t  were be ing  g u t  t oge the r - the  uniden- 
t i f  i e d  "depar tments  of t h e  c e n t r a l c  committee.  '' Some of  
t h e s e  depa r tmen t s  would probably  be ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
o l d  departments,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  a lmost  e n t i r e l y  new pe r -  
s o n n e l .  These depa r tmen t s ,  p robably  a g a i n  t o  be supe r -  
v i s e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  would 
seem a t  l e a s t  t o  include-in a d d i t i o n  t o  the  i d e n t i f i e d  
United F r o n t  Work Department--the Organ iza t ion  Department 
( s u p e r v i s e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  by  Kang Sheng) ,  t h e  Propaganda 
Department (p robab ly  Chen Po- t a ,  b u t  poss ib ly  e i the r  
Chang Chun-chiao or Yao Wen-yuan); a L i a i s o n  Department 
( f o r e i g n  Communist p a r t i e s ) ,  and s e v e r a l  depar tments  t o  
c o o r d i n a t e  economic a f f a i r s  (p l ann ing ,  r u r a l  work, i n -  
d u s t r y ,  f i n a n c e  and t r a d e ,  e tc) .  The p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
d i r e c t o r a t e  was expec ted  t o  i n s t a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
bu reaus  i n  some of these,  ana logous  t o  t h e  onet ime P o l i -  
t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Bureau of t he  O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department.  
I t  wa8 conce ivab le  t h a t  a new s e c r e t a r i a t  ( i f  n o t  headed 
by Kang Sheng) would r e s i s t  t h i s  and a t t e m p t  t o  r e g a i n  

, 
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t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  a u t h o r i t y  i t  once had ove r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

The p a r t y  core groups  be ing  formed w i t h i n  r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  commit tees  were expec ted  t o  remain r e s p o n s i v e  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  a l t hough  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  members would have a c o n c u r r e n t  and pe rhaps  some- 
times c o n f l i c t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  MAC. Too f e w  of 
these p a r t y  c o r e  g roups  had been i d e n t i f i e d  t o  show a 
p a t t e r n .  There seemed some p o s s i b i l i t y  of serious con- 
f l i c t  i n  shaping  u p  these groups,  a s  Lin might  want them 
t o  be dominated by m i l i t a r y  men c l o s e  t o  h i m s e l f .  The 
e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  was compl ica ted  by t h e  s h o r t a g e  of 
expe r i enced  p a r t y  c a d r e s  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  these m i l i -  
t a r y  men were no t  s imply  " m i l i t a r y "  men b u t  p a r t y  cadres 

a s  f u l l - t i m e  p a r t y  c a d r e s  and i n  most c a s e s  backgrounds 
i n  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  m i l i t a r y  work.* As these p a r t y  
cQre groups  emerged and t h e  h i e r a r c h i e s  i n  them were made 
c l e a r ,  i t  might be p o s s i b l e  t o  make meaningful  d i s t i n c -  
t i o n s  between "par ty ' '  and " m i l i t a r y "  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and 
t o  c l a r i f y  t h e . l i n e s  of a u t h o r i t y  t o  and among them. Here 
a g a i n  there  was a p o t e n t i a l  for  c o n f l i c t  between a new 
s e c r e t a r i a t  and t h e  WLC. 

and o f t e n  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  sometimes w i t h  backgrounds _... 

The p o l i t i c a l  depar tments  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees would presumably be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  

*There is r e a l l y  no s u c h  t h i n g  a s  " t h e  m i l i t a r y "  i n  
China,  i n  t h e  Western usage of  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  
Even t h o s e  who a r e  now m i l i t a r y  commanders ( r a t h e r  t h a n  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  a ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r y )  were 
h e a v i l y  p o l i t i c i z e d  from t h e  s t a r t ,  most had t o u r s  a s  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  a l o n g  t h e  way, most rank  h i g h  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a s  well a s  i n  t h e  m i l i k a r y - s t r u c t u r e ,  and many 
perform p a r t y ,  governmental  and m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n s  
c o n c u r r e n t l y .  
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dephr tments  through t h e  p a r t y  c o r e  g roups ,  a s  would the  
worker/PLA propaganda teams,  t h e n  r e spons ive  mainly t o  
t h e  committees.  I t  seemed d o u b t f u l  t h a t  Mao r e a l l y  i n -  
t ended ,  o r  t h a t  L in  a g r e e d ,  t h a t  t h e  worker/PLA teams were 
ta-.remain i n  a u t h o r i t y  " fo reve r "  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
which t h e y  were i n s t a l l e d ,  e . g .  t h e  s c h o o l s ;  t he  commit- 
tees would probably  set  u p  a r e g u l a r  a p p a r a t u s .  f n  any 
case, a s  previousjty n o t e d ,  there should  be some t i d y i n g  
of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between these teams and t h e  over -  
l a p p i n g  'Support  t h e  L e f t '  teams and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams,  
so t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  be f a l l i n g  a l l  over  one a n o t h e r .  

t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Peking G a r r i s o n ,  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  the  Genera l  S t a f f  b u t  a l s o  

s p e c i a l  "work groups" d e a l i n g  w i t h  t he  c a s e s  of  a r r e s t e d  
par ty  leaders and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams g a t h e r i n g  
m a t e r i a l  on these and other cases--could n o t  y e t  be con- 
f i d e n t l y  described as r e s p o n s i v e  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e ;  t h e  MAC and the  c e n t r a l  CRG 

As f o r  t h e  o r g a n s  r e s p o n s i v e  p r i m a r i l y  o r  i n  p a r t  

t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e ) ,  t h e  most impor tan t  of them--the 'I 5 

had had r o l e s  which might have been equa l .  However, i t  
seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  these s p e c i a l  o rgans  of t he  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  would become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
P o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  and t h a t  sooner  o r  l a t e r  
t hey  would be g i v e n  permanent s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  director- 
a t e  a s  e v a l u a t i v e  and i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o r g a n s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  
some of those of the  o l d  Social A f f a i r s  Department and 
i ts  s u c c e s s o r s .  'I't seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
S e c u r i t y  Bureau  of t h e  o l d  SAD would be resurrected,  pre-  
sumably a s  a f u l l  department  of the d i r e c t o r a t e a t o  work 
C l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  bureaus  which t h i s  
d i r e c t o r a t e  was b e l i e v e d  t o  want t o  resurrect i n  s u c h  
s e n s i t i v e  depar tments  a s  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  Department and 
t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department and t o  i n s t a l l  i n  o t h e r  
s e n s i t i v e  departments--for  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  

I '  
I I 
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of p a r t y  members i n  p a r t y ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and governmental  
o rgans .  (As n o t e d ,  t h i s  e f f o r t  might conce ivab ly  be 
r e s i s t ed . )  The s e c u r i t y  depar tments  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
commit tees  were expec ted  t o  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  respon-  
s i v e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  through p a r t y  c o r e  group 
m e m b e r s  named by  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  forming the  e q u i v a l e n t  
of  t h e  b a s i c - l e v e l  a p p a r a t u s  once en joyed  by t h e  SAD. 
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 

par tments .  
l mittees would probably  be taken  into t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  de- 

There was no c l u e  a s  t o  whether Mao and L i n  meant 
t o  resurrect t h e  C e n t r a l  C o n t r o l  Commission and its sub-  
o r d i n a t e  b o d i e s ,  a s  o r g a n s  concerned w i t h  examining obedi -  
ence  t o  d i r e c t i v e s - - a n d  o t h e r  behavior-by p a r t y  m e m b e r s .  
B u t  common s e n s e  seemed t o  a r g u e  a g a i n s t  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  . 
so long a s  there  remained so many s p e c i a l  o rgans  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  bo th  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  and i n  p r o v i n c e s ,  
which were doing j u s t  t h a t .  With t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o r  
a b s o r p t i o n  of some of these o r g a n s ,  the  o l d  c o n t r o l  com- 
m i s s i o n s  might be resurrected a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  branches  
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  depa r tmen t s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mit tees ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of members of t h e  p a r t y  c o r e  
g roups .  

The new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  was expec ted  t o  look  much l i k e  t h e  o l d  
a p p a r a t u s  i n  impor t an t  respects, b u t  a l s o  t o  d i f f e r  i n  
impor t an t  r e s p e c t s .  The most impor tan t  p o i n t s  of d i f -  ' 

f e r e n c e  would p robab ly  be: a simpler s t r u c t u r e ;  much 
t i g h t e r  c o n t r o l  of t he  key o rgans  of the a p p a r a t u s  by 
t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  by 
Mao and Lin  themselves :  l ess  a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  b e f o r e  f o r  
a new s e c r e t a r i a t ;  a l a r g e r  r o l e  f o r  a powerful  M i l i t a r y  

r o l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ;  and a h i g h e r  

and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i f  ( a s  seemed l i k e l y )  
each  were t o  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e r v e  o r  enhance i ts a u t h o r i t y  
v i s - a - v i s  t h e  o t h e r  two. 

' A f f a i r s  Committee, b a l a n c i n g  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t :  a l a r g e r  

1 p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o n f l i c t  among the  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  MAC, 
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T h i s  .paper is be ing  pub l i shed  s e v e r a l  months a f t e r  
t h e  close of t h e  Ninth P a r t y  Congress.  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
Peking  has t o l d  u s  almost no th ing  abou t  t h e  key c e n t r a l  
o rgans  of t h e  p a r t y .  The c e n t r a l  CRG h a s  n o t  been men- 
t i o n e d  f o r  months,  and was conspicuous ly  a b s e n t  from t h e  
lis* of p a r t y  o rgans  o f f e r d n g  Gondolences on t h e  d e a t h  of 
Ho C h i  Minh i n  e a r l y  September;  b u t  no s e c r e t a r i a t  or 
secretary has been i d e n t i f i e d ,  and it is n o t  known whether 
.-as expected-the l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG have been 
made the c o r e  of an expanded s e c r e t a r i a t  w i t h  other k i n d s  
of s p e c i a l i s t s ,  such as m i l i t a r y  men. The M i l i t a r y  A f -  
fe irs  Commiktee h a s  been a c t i v e ,  and there was fo r  a t i m e  

1 a c u r i o u s  e inphas i s - s t i l l  unexplained--on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  - - 
'Mao, n o t  L i n ,  is the  chairman of i t ;  b u t t h e r e  h a s  been ' 

no i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t he  .vice-chairmen through whom Lin  
as  e- de  f a c t o  chairman a c t u a l l y  works, there has been no 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  as t o  whether t h e  MAC still  h a s  a s t a n d i n g  
commit tee ,  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  of  t h e  members of any s t a n d i n g  
committee a r e  c o n j e c t u r a l ,  and t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  of 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  Huang Yung-sheng's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  
e x e c u t i v e  un i t  have n o t  been r e c e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  I t  
still cannot  be proved t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r -  
e c t o r a t e  even ex is t s ,  and its companents--assuming t h a t  
it ex i s t s - - canno t  be identified. With such c e n t r a l  mat- 
t e r s  a s  these still  obscure ,  a c o n f i d e n t  accoun t  of t h e  
. p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  a s  a whole cannot  be offered. 
A f t e r  many more facts  are  i n ,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  pre- 
p a r e  a t h i r d  pape r  i n  this series. 

' 
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