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THE ROLE OF THE RED GUARDS AND 

REVOLUTIONARY REBELS I N  MAO'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

Mao Tse- tung 's  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  revolu-  
t i o n "  can b e s t  be understood a s  t h e  ag ing  d i c t a t o r ' s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  real  and imagined o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  w i l l  
w i t h i n  t h e  Chinese Communist P a r t y  and Chinese  s o c i e t y  
a t  l a r g e .  To cleanse t h e  p a r t y ,  and t o  imbue i t  and t h e  
n a t i o n  w i t h  a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,  Mao i n i t i a t e d  a 
massive purge  which convulsed China f o r  more than  two 
y e a r s .  

The shock t r o o p s  Of t h i s  purge  were t h e  Red Guards,  
p u b l i c l y  s u r f a c e d  a t  a Peking mass r a l l y  on 18 August 1966, 
and t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels ,  who swung i n t o  a c t i o n  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  year as r e in fo rcemen t s  f o r  t h e  y o u t h f u l  f a n a t i c s .  
T h e s e  groups ,  from whose ranks  some new p a r t y  and govezmment 
c a d r e s  were t o  be s e l e c t e d ,  were themselves  expec ted  t o  be 
p u r i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

A r e v i t a l i z e d  n a t i o n  of one mind and i n t u i t i v e l y  
r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao's w i l l  has not  emerged from t h e  v i o l e n c e  
and t u r m o i l  of t h e  purge.  What has  emerged is a China 
bereft of many of t h e  in s t rumen t s  of a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c o n t r o l ,  
w i t h  a younger g e n e r a t i o n  motivated i n  many i n s t a n c e s  n o t  
by Mao's thought  and v i s i o n s  of s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  bu t  by 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  self-advancement and m a t e r i a l  
wel ldbe ing ,  

T h i s  b r i e f  r e p o r t  p rovides  t h e  major f i n d i n g s  of 
a l a r g e r  s t u d y  of t h e  o r i g i n s ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and purposes  
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of t h e  Red Guards and Revolut ionary Rebels, and of how 
t h o s e  groups r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  broader  phenomenon, t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The more detai led s t u d y ,  bea r ing  
t h e  same t i t l e  but publ i shed  separately as POLO XXXIII, 
carried a h i g h e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Both r e p o r t s  were 
produced s o l e l y  by t h e  S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f .  
a n a l y s t  i n  cha rge  was Dennis J.  Doolin.  

The research 

John K e r r y  King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f  



I I 

I n  August 1966, Mao Tse-tung unleashed h i s  Red 
Guard b l i t z k r i e g  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a r t y  appa ra tus  throughout  
China.  Egged on by Madame Mao and her C u l t u r a l  Revolut-on 

. Group (CRG) l i e u t e n a n t s ,  t h e  young s t u d e n t s  were g i v e n  a 
carte b lanche  t o  purge "an t i -Pa r ty  and a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  
bourgeois  a u t h o r i t i e s "  and t o  "drag out" and " s t r u g g l e f t  
any p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  leader who " s t a n d s ' i n  t h e  way of t h e  I 

g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Assured t h a t  a l l  of t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  i n  defense of Mao and t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  were 
c o r r e c t ,  t h e  Red Guards vowed t o  " t u r n  t h e  o l d  world 
ups ide  down, smash it t o  p i e c e s ,  p u l v e r i z e  i t ,  c r e a t e  
chaos and make a tremendous mess, t h e  b igge r  t h e  better!" 

T h e y k e p t t h e i r  word. During t h e  l a t t e r  months of 
1966, China was convulsed  by a f r e n z y  of Red Guard a c t i v i t y .  
Some n i n e  m i l l i o n  p r o v i n c i a l  youths  conducted " l i a i s o n "  
t o  Peking,  caught  a glimpse of Mao a t  one of t h e  mass 
ra l l ies ,  and r e c e i v e d  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t o  "make r e v o l u t i o n "  
upon r e t u r n i n g  home. A t  t h e  same time, e l i t e  Red Guard 
u n i t s  from Peking U n i v e r s i t y ,  Tsinghua,  Peking Av ia t ion  
I n s t i t u t e  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  fanned 
out  i n t o  i h e  p rov inces  t o  o r g a n i z e  l o c a l  m i l i t a n t s  f o r  
a n  a s s a u l t  on t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

S e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  beset t h e  Red Guard movement 
from t h e  s t a r t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  g i v e n  t h e  young 
f a n a t i c s  by C e n t r a l  leaders were purpose ly  vague and a l l -  
i n c l u s i v e  (on ly  Mao and h i s  c o t e r i e  were immune from 
a t t ack ) .  Indeed, t h e y  were no th ing  less t h a n  s t r i d e n t  
e x h o r t a t i o n s  t o  "rebel" a g a i n s t  anyone o r  anyth ing  t h a t  
t h e  Red Guards be l ieved  t o  be a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  new 
Maoist o r d e r .  As a r e s u l t ,  when Mao l a t e r  des i r ed  t o  
s t o p  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  Red Guard ons l augh t ,  he had g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  doing s o .  

Second, many Peking Red Guards who v i s i t e d  o t h e r  
c i t i e s  attempted t o  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  over  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a t  l eas t  two p rov inces ,  P a r t y  
leaders were pre-targeted by t h e  Maoists  and, a s  such ,  
were a t t a c k e d  by t h e  o u t s i d e r s  as soon as t h e  l a t t e r  
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a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene .  A t  a minimum,this imperious behavior  
was resisted, f o r  l o c a l  Red  Guards, even i f  t h e y  agreed 
concern ing  t h e  targets ,  f e l t  q u i t e  able t o  " s t r u g g l e "  them 
wi thou t  being t o l d  what t o  do by o u t s i d e r s .  In  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  
l o c a l  Red Guards d i d  n o t  agree w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e r s '  b lack  
lists and came t o  t h e  de fense  of t h o s e  under attack. I n  
s t i l l  o t h e r  p rov inces ,  o f f i c i a l s  o rgan ized  Red Guards  for 
t he  s p e c i f i c  purpose of defending t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  o u t s i d e r s '  ons l augh t s .  Added t o  t h i s  was 
t h e  i n n a t e  h o s t i l i t y  of some Chinese (such as t h e  Cantonese) 
toward t h e i r  f e l l o w s  from o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  coun t ry .  

F i n a l l y ,  g i v e n  t h e  e f f u s i v e  praise  showered upon 
them by C e n t r a l  leaders and o f f i c i a l  media du r ing  t h e  
p e r i o d  fo l lowing  t h e  first mass r a l l y  on 18 August 1966, 
many Red Guards d i d  n o t  rea l ize-and  many more d i d  n o t  
accept-the fac t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  were t h e  in s t rumen t  of 
t h e  purge,  Mao never  empowered them t o  de te rmine  which  
o f f i c i a l s  were t o  s u r v i v e  as " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadres." 
Although open t o  adv ice ,  Mao, L in  P i a o ,  and t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG reserved t h e  r i g h t  t o  make t h e  f i n a l  de t e rmina t ion .  

By e a r l y  October  (1966),  it was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was no t  go ing  acco rd ing  t o  p l a n .  I n  many 
a r e a s ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  Red Guard a s s a u l t s  on t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  , 

d u r i n g  t h e  p rev ious  month or s o  had 'produced  only i n c r e a s e d  
r e s i s t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h o s e  under a t t a c k .  If Mao had 
expec ted  a r e l a t i v e l y  easy  victory--with p r o v i n c i a l  leaders 
meekly endur ing  t h e  young f a n a t i c s '  o u t r a g e s ,  debas ing  
t h e i r  pe r sons  and t h e i r  careers w i t h  llself-criticisms,ll 
and t h e n  p a s s i v e l y  a w a i t i n g  t h e  Chairman's v e r d i c t  a s  t o  
w h e t h e r  o r  no t  t h e y  had "passed t h e  test"--he had been 
proven wrong. C e r t a i n  c o r r e c t i v e s  were r e q u i r e d ,  and 
Mao approached t h e  problem on two l e v e l s - - p r o f f e r r i n g  
' s forgiveness"  ( a t  t h e  October  Work Conference) t o  t h o s e  
who c o r r e c t e d  t h e i r  " e r r o r s , "  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
sha rpen ing  t h e  weapon t h a t  would c u t  down t h o s e  who con- 
t i n u e d  to-oppose  h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
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After t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  Work Conference,  t h e  
Maoists t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of 
Revolu t ionary  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
of w o r k e r s - - r a k e r  t h a n  s tudents - - in  i n d u s t r i a l ,  mining, 
P a r t y ,  and governo1ei:tal organs throughout  t h e  coun t ry  
i n  o rde r  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  Red Guards and erode t h e  bases  
of suppor t  f o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  one important  s e n s e ,  
t h e  newly-formed Revolut ionary Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  succeeded 
a l l  t o o  w e l l .  The "Rebels" proved t h a t  t h e y  could  tear  
down establ ished s t r u c t u r e s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  bu t  t h e y  
were incapab le  of working t o g e t h e r  t o  b u i l d  a new o rde r .  
Nowhere was t h i s  demonstrated more c l e a r l y  t h a n  i n  Shanghai,  
regarded by Mao as  second i n  importance only  t o  Peking 
i t s e l f ,  f o r  by t h e  end o f  December, China ' s  largest  c i t y  
was i n  chaos .  The o ld  P a r t y  and governmental  appa ra tus  
was moribund; p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  were 
powerless t o  c o n t r o l  competing Rebel groups;  product ion  
and e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  ground t o  a h a l t .  

By e a r l y  January  1967, t h e  m e s s  i n  Shanghai had 
become s o  ser ious  as t o  r e q u i r e  a "power-seizure" f o r  which ,  
i t  soon became clear ,  t h e  Maoists were poor ly  prepared.  I n  
effect ,  t h e  ffpOwer-seizure'f was a rescue o p e r a t i o n ,  and 
Mao's new team i n  Shanghai-headed by two members of t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG--faced t h e  formidable  task of p a c i f y i n g  a c i t y  
and r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  over  a populace 
whose desires were o f t e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Mao's o b j e c t i v e s  
i n  t h e  purge.  

were t o l d  t o  emula te  t h e i r  Shanghai c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t he reby  
l ead ing  t o  a series of "power-seizures, '' accompanied by 
much bloodshed and v io l ence ,  i n  a lmost  eve ry  province  and 
major c i t y .  Although t h e  Maoists had s t a t ed  repeatedly 
t h a t  there were on ly  a ' 'handful" of " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  
t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  t h e  Revolut ionary Rebels and Red Guards 
heard only t h e  c a l l  t o  "seize power," and t h u s  s u b j e c t e d  
t o  severe a t t a c k s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f f i c i a l s ,  a number of whom 
were l a t e r  d e c l a r e d  t o  be "good comrades" and r e t a i n e d  
by Mao i n  p o s i t i o n s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  

Almost immedia t e ly ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  throughout  China 
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l e d  t o  a deep-seated and con t inu ing  h o s t i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  
of many Red Guard and Revolut ionary Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
toward t h o s e  appoin ted  t o  t h e  Revolu t ionary  Committees-- 
t h e  new organs of power-established ( o f t e n  w i t h  g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y )  s i n c e  January  of 1967, f o r  t hose  who have 
s u r v i v e d  t h e  purge  have, by and l a r g e ,  been a s s igned  t o  
p o s t s  i n  t h e  same province  where  t h e y  had been under a t t a c k .  

was t h e  fact  t h a t  a given  Rebel f a c t i o n  or a l l iance u s u a l l y  
a t tempted  t o  seize power only  f o r  i t s e l f .  T h i s  o f t e n  l e d  
t o  a second round i n  which t h e  excluded f a c t i o n  or f a c t i o n s  
would a t t empt  t o  wrest c o n t r o l  away from those  who had 
carried o u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e i z u r e .  

A major r eason  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of many "power-seizures" 

A second problem c e n t e r e d  around j u s t  what Mao meant 
by ltpower-seizure." I t  may be t h a t  he r e a l l y  be l i eved  t h a t  
t h e  young toughs ,  armed w i t h  his ' thought ; ' '  could  seize and 
exercise power i n  an e f f e c t i v e  manner. If so, Mao could  
no t  have been more wrong. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h e  may have 
meant on ly  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work of P a r t y  
and government cadres and keep them a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  u n t i l  
a de t e rmina t ion  was made (by  Mao or h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  no t  
by t h e  Red Guards) w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  If 'ts1Ts 
was what Mao had i n  mind, and i t  seems t h e  more l i k e l y  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  he must have been r u d e l y  shaken by t h e  sel f -  
s e e k i n g  behavior  of h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  young gene ra l s . "  
The  Revolu t ionary  Rebels had f a i l e d ,  a s  had t h e  Red Guards 
be fo re  them. 

Accordingly,  on 23 Janua ry  1967, Peking ordered  t h e  
PLA t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  and end t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  severe con- 
f l i c t s  between r i v a l  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  It  is not  
known what c r i t e r i a  were supposed t o  be employed i n  
determining which  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  be suppor ted  
and which  were t o  be suppressed .  However, it appears  t h a t  
l o c a l  PLA commanders were g iven  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  i n  
t h i s  r ega rd ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  were almost c e r t a i n l y  
inf luenced  by t h e  a t t i t u d e s  which  t h e  Red Guards and Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had a l r eady  d i sp layed  toward t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  
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Unfor tuna te ly  f o r  some m i l i t a r y  commanders, much 
of t h e  v i o l e n c e  was p e r p e t r a t e d ,  o r  a t  least  i n i t i a t e d ,  
by t h e  more m i l i t a n t  Red Guard groups.  
of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  had 'been  suppres sed  by t h e  PLA were 
l a t e r  r e s t o r e d  t o  f a v o r  by Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  commanders had t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  
earl ier " e r r o r s , "  a l though there is good ev idence  t h a t  
a t  t h e  t i m e  even Ma0 and h i s  i n n e r  circle d i d  n o t  know 
which group o r  groups t o  s u p p o r t  i n  some areas. 

I t  soon became appa ren t  t h a t  t h e  PLA, from Mao's 
p o i n t  of view, had carried o u t  t h e  23 Janua ry  d i r e c t i v e  
t o o  w e l l .  
t o o  many R e d  Guards had been coe rced  by t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  t o o  
many p a r t y  and government o f f i c i a l s  had been confirmed i n  
t h e i r  p o s t s  ( conve r se ly ,  t o o  f e w  " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s f f  had 
seized and r e t a i n e d  power). To c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  
t h e  Red Guards and Revolu t ionary  Rebels were a g a i n  g i v e n  
t h e  go-ahead i n  mid-March. This time around, t h e  i n i t i a l  
target was t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "adverses  c u r r e n t  of counter -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s to ra t ion" - - tha t  is, t h e  phenomenon of 
"false power-seizures" i n  a number of p rov inces ,  whereby 
t h e  attempt w a s  made t o  r e i n s t a t e  large numbers of P a r t y  
o f f i c i a l s ,  even though many if n o t  most of them had n o t  
gone through t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  (be ing  
q T s t r u g g l e d ,  '' composing abject self-criticisms, and w i l l i n g l y  
a c c e p t i n g  "superv is ion"  by t h e  ' ' r evolu t ionary  masses"). . 
The next  step was t o  o r d e r  t h e  PLA t o  c o n s t r u c t  "three-way 
a l l i a n c e s ' '  of Revolu t ionary  Rebels, PLA, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
cadres as a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a second,  genuine  "power- 
s e i z u r e "  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

Thus, when a number 

I n  o t h e r  words, t o o  much o rde r  had been r e s t o r e d ;  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  o f f i c i a l  media i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  
attack on Liu  Shao-chi ("China's Khrushchev") i n  an  a t t empt  
t o  p r o v i d e  a specific enemy a g a i n s t  which t h e  e n t i r e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  cou ld  u n i t e  i n  oppos i t i on .  However, t h e  
hatreds t h a t  had been gene ra t ed  du r ing  t h e -  "seize-powerff 
p e r i o d  were t o o  deep-seated t o  be e l i m i n a t e d  o r  assuaged  
i n  most cases, and t h e  PLA had been rendered  incapable-- 
by t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l aced  on it--of f i r m l y  channe l ing  
t h e  Revolu t ionary  Rebels and Red Guards i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  
d i r e c t i o n  and a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r e c t  targets,,  Thus, t h e  
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r i v a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups f e l l  almost immediately t o  
f i g h t i n g  among themselves ,  and s e v e r a l  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  tu rned  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  
s e t t l i n g  accounts  w i t h  those  m i l i t a r y  commanders who had 
outlawed t h e i r  u n i t s  and a r r e s t e d  some of t h e i r  members 
e a r l i e r  on. 

A s  a resu l t  of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  a d i -  
rective was i s s u e d  on 6 June  1967 which s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  
t h o s e  who cont inued  t o  engage i n  armed s t r u g g l e s  would be 
d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y ,  bu t  which d i d  not  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA 
t o  open f i r e  on groups t h a t  disrega*d t h e  o r d e r ,  A s  a 
r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r d e r  - was l a r g e l y  d i s r ega rded ,  a s  few groups 
were w i l l i n g  t o  s t o p ,  f i g h t i n g  be fo re  they  had d e f e a t e d  
t h e i r  r i v a l s ,  t h e r e b y  ( they  hoped) s e c u r i n g  f o r  themselves  
a p l a c e  i n  t h e  new o rde r .  

The  b a s i c  problem appears  t o  have been Mao's 
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  acknowledge t h a t  much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  was 
t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  deep s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  ranks  of t h e  
" r evo lu t iona ry  L e f t "  i t s e l f .  Thus, i n s t e a d  of o r d e r i n g  
t h e  PLA t o  move e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  t roublemakers ,  
Mao's p o l i c y  throughout  June  and most of J u l y  1967 was 
(a )  t o  summon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  t o  
Peking where-it was hoped-they would work ou t  t h e i r  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and (b)  t o  d i s p a t c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  of c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s  t o  s e t t l e  d i s p u t e s  and promote " r evo lu t iona ry  
g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  among competing Revolut ionary Rebel 
and Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of "three-way a l l i a n c e s "  of Revolu t ionary  
Rebels,  PLA, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  t h u s  making poss i -  
b l e  t h e  format ion  of a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  organ of power. 

One s u c h  d e l e g a t i o n  was s e n t  t o  Wuhan, and i t  was 
there  t h a t  e v e n t s  t r a n s p i r e d  which  moved t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  its most l e f t i s t  s t a g e  t o  d a t e .  Wi th  
r ega rd  t o  t h e  two compet,ing a l l i a n c e s  t h e r e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG opted f o r  one s i d e  and dec la red  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  ( t h e  
so -ca l l ed  "Mil l ion  Heroes") was a "conserva t ive"  organi-  
z a t i o n  t h a t  had been e r roneous ly  suppor ted  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  
Region commander and h i s  subord ina te s .  The d e l e g a t i o n  
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was t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  C R G ' s  d e c i s i o n  was car -  
r i e d  o u t ,  and t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region l e a d e r s  confessed  
t h e i r  e a r l i e r  "mis t ake . "  A t  l e a s t  one of t h e  PLA com- 
manders r e f u s e d ,  and t h i s  emboldened t h e  "Mi l l ion  Heroes" 
t o  mount a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  cu lmina t ing  i n  
an a s s a u l t  on t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  and t h e i r  
d e t e n t i o n .  

As soon a s  t h e  news reached Peking,  s e v e r a l  vessels 
of t h e  Eas t  China Sea Fleet were ordered  up r iver ,  and 
Chou En-lai  a r r i v e d  i n  Wuhan t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  H e  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  and accompanied t h e  b a t t e r e d  
d e l e g a t i o n  back t o  Peking t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

s w i f t .  The M i l i t a r y  Region commander was immediately 
ordered  t o  Peking,  s t r u g g l e d ,  and broken, and t h e  "Mi l l i on  
Heroesf1 was condemned a s  a l t coun te r r evo lu t  ionary" organi- 
z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  r e a c t i o n  was extreme. On 
t h e  day  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d ,  f o r  example, Madame Mao 
dec la red  t h a t  t h e  l ~ r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses can  u s e  weapons 
i n  se l f -defense ."  H e r  s t a t emen t  was fol lowed by a series 
of p r e s s  a t t a c k s  on t h e  PLA, cu lmina t ing  i n  a Red F l a g  
e d i t o r i a l  on 1 August  which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  movement t o  
"overthrow and d iscred i t  . . . t h e  handfu l  of t o p  persons  
i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road  i n  t h e  p a r t y  
and t h e  army" now " r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  
of t h e  s t r u g g l e . "  F i n a l l y ,  on 9 August, L in  P iao  ordered  
PLA commanders t o  "seek i n s t r u c t i o n s  from and r e p o r t  t o  . . . Mao, t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee, and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG" 
before  a c t i n g  on "any mat te r ,  large or smal l . "  

and t h e  PLA, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  new c o n s t r a i n t s  p laced  on 
t h e  army by L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  reduced China t o  a s t a t e  of 
near-chaos,  and t h e  Maoists moved q u i c k l y  t o  redress t h e  
balance i n  accordance w i t h  what came t o  be known a s  t h e  
Chairman's "g rea t  s t r a t e g i c  p lan ."  T h i s  major pronounce- 
ment, probably de l ive red  i n  l a t e  August, is extremely 
important  t o  an  unders tanding  of t h e  cour se  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s i n c e  September 1967, for s e v e r a l  
of Mao's major concerns i n  t h e  summer of 1968 were 

The Maois t s '  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was 

The c a l l  t o  overthrow t h e  "handfult1 i n  t h e  Par ty  
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i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  key p o i n t s  set down i n  t h i s  f'plan'f of 
a y e a r  e a r l i e r .  

According t o  Mao, t h e  f irst  o r d e r  of bus iness  i n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1966 had been cr i t ic ism of t h e  "bourgeois re- 
a c t i o n a r y  l i n e , "  and t h e  Red Guards had been t h e  f i r s t  t o  
r ecogn ize  t h i s .  I n  January 1967, however, heeding t h e  c a l l  
t o  se ize  power, t h e  flworkers of t h e  whole count ry  rose ; "  
t h u s ,  " the  P r i n c i P a l  force (now) l i es  w i t h  t h e  workers and 

t 4  ( 1  dn must ftrec d e t o  t h e  sub0 r d i -  
n a t e  Dos i t ion ."  

A f t e r  t h e  "power-seizures'f of e a r l y  1967, Mao s t a t e d ,  
t h e  hope had been f o r  a "prompt g r e a t  a l l i a n c e , "  b u t  t h i s  had 
not  been achieved  because of t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
f l i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s tuden t s "  w i t h  t h e i r  "petty-bourgeois 
and bourgeois  ideas ."  And Mao t h e n  warned t h e  Red Guards, 
"Unless they  s t r i v e  t o  reform t h e i r  world out look,  t h i n g s  
w i l l  r u n  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e i r  w i shes . f '  

Mao c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  ''plan" d i d  not s i g n a l  t h e  
end of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  bu t  k a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  movement 
must re-direct t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  " c o r r e c t "  t a r g e t s ,  orga- 
n i z e  t f r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and f f  three-way alliances, ) ?  

p o i n t  ou t  "bad pe r sons  and d e v i l s , "  and " r e h a b i l i t a t e  Bar ty  
o rgan iza t ions"  and "convene Pa r ty  congres ses  a t  a l l  levels  . I 1  

H e  a l s o  made it p l a i n  t h a t  h i s  c a l l  for f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  d i d  not  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Rebels 
t o  a t t a c k  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees t h a t  were be ing  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and h e  c a l l e d  f o r  c a r e f u l  
p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  f a c t i o n -  
a l i s m  from t h e  ranks  of t h e  f T r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

a t tempt  t o  lower t h e  level  of v io l ence  and has t en  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of Mao's'blan." Most impor tan t  of a l l ,  t h e  
PLA was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  open f i r e  on Rebels a t tempt ing  t o  
seize a d d i t i o n a l  weapons, and was empowered t o  compel them 
t o  r e t u r n  a l l  ordnance seized p rev ious ly .  
p u b l i c  t r i a l s  were h e l d  and c r i m i n a l  e lements- including 
" j u v e n i l e  de l inquen t s "  and "hoodlums u s i n g  t h e  names of 

Numerous directives were soon promulgated i n  an 

I n  some provinces ,  
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t  ions"--were imprisoned or 
executed .  I n  Peking,  Madame Ma0 informed t h e  Red Guards 
t h a t  l l t r o o p s  w i l l  be a s s igned  t o  y o u r ' s c h o o l s  t o  conduct 
m i l i t a r y  t r a in ing" - - tha t  is, t o  shape  up t h e  young 
f a n a t i c s  . 

F i n a l l y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  contending  f a c t i o n s ,  
PLA commanders, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cad res  from v a r i o u s  
p rov inces  were o rde red  t o  a t t e n d  "Mao-study" c l a s s e s  i n  
Peking.  A t  these c l a s s e s ,  Chou En- la i  and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG 
p u t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  through cri t icism and self-cri t icism, 
t r i e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  vo lun ta ry  compliance w i t h  Mao's 
O p l a n , l f  and a t tempted  t o  hammer o u t  compromises and 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s t 1  among t h e  r i v a l  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

u n i t s ,  t h e  reopening Of t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  crackdown on a l l  I 

unauthor ized  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  order -  
i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  
f u n c t i o n a l  or occupa t iona l  l i n e s ,  and t h e  d i s p a t c h i n g  of 
urban Red Guards f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  r u r a l  areas-- these I 

and o t h e r  measures were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  r e l a t i v e  
calm by t h e  end of 1 9 6 7 . t o  a number of a r e a s  w h e r e  l a r g e -  
s c a l e  v i o l e n c e  had been t h e  r u l e  du r ing  J u l y  and  Augus t .  

As a r e s u l t  of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  Peking,  12  more 

The  s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  deployment of a d d i t i o n a l  army 

I 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees were s e t  up a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l eve l  du r ing  t h e  f irst  f o u r  months of 1968, b r ing ing  t h e  
t o t a l  t o  21 and l eav ing  e i g h t  y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
Concurren t ly ,  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  " t w i n  e v i l s "  of 
anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  was g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  t h e  
purpose be ing  t o  ge t  on w i t h  t h e  bus iness  of forming 
l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s , "  r each ing  agreements on 
which  cadres  were " revo lu t iona ry"  and t h u s  e l i g i b l e  for 
i n c l u s i o n  i n  "three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  and defending and 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  a l l  levels.  

However, i t  must  a g a i n  be emphasized t h a t  when 
t h e  Maoists  c a l l e d  € o r  t h e  de fense  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,  t h e y  d i d  mean (nor  do t h e y  
now mean) t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was n e a r i n g  an end.  
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Although anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  were roundly condemned, 
s o  were o t h e r  l l e v i l s , ' l  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "bad elements" 
were s t i l l  hidden w i t h i n  t h e  r anks  of t h e  P a r t y  ( t h u s  i n d i -  
c a t i n g  more p u r g e s ) .  I n  s u m ,  t h e  Maois t s  wanted; (1) t o  
t e r m i n a t e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  mass a t t a c k s  on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees; (2) as r e q u i r e d ,  t o  purge  and streamline t h e  
committees, e i ther  d i r e c t l y  from Peking or through c o n t i n u a l  
pe r sonne l  s c r e e n i n g s  by t h e  committees themse lves ;  (3) t o  
p u t  an erjd t o  f a c t i o n a l  clashes; (4 )  t o . s t i m u l a t e  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  e l a n  by f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  on t h o s e  a l r e a d y  i n  d i s g r a c e ;  
and (5) by means of t h e  "Mao-studytl c l a s s e s ,  conducted i n  
some a r e a s  by  worker-soldier-cadre propaganda teams,  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  " s  t r u g g l e - c r  it icism- t r a n s f  orma t ion" (cr it  ic i s m ,  
se l f -cr i t ic ism,  reform) i n  a " p e n e t r a t i n g  way" w i t h i n  
i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and o f f i c e s .  The c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  continue--transformed, not abandoned-- 
i n  a more manageable, compartmentalized f a s h i o n  i n  o r d e r  
t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and promote 
Red Guard and Revo lu t iona ry  Rebel obedience t o  both 
c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

By mid-March, however ,  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
Maois t s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  emphasis on r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  had l e d  
t o  a loss of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,  t h e r e b y  ( i n  Mao's e y e s )  
c a s t i n g  doubt on t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members, and had caused  many peo- 
p le  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  would 
l f v i c  t o r  ious  l y "  conclude w i t h  t h e  es t a b 1  ishment and con- 
s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  committees.  Accordingly,  a n o t h e r  m i l i t a n t  
phase  was i n i t i a t e d ,  a c c e l e r a t e d  by t h e  purge of Act ing  
PLA C h i e f  of S t a f f  Yang Cheng-wu and two o t h e r  high-ranking 
o f f i c e r s  who exceeded t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  and r a n  a f o u l  of 
t h e  venomous Madame Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

As t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campaign began, emphasis , 

was p laced  upon t h e  impor tan t  ro l e  y e t  t o  be p layed  by  
t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  watchdogs of t h e  performance of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members, However, t h i s  emphasis 
encouraged t h e  Rebels t o  renew t h e i r  f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s  
and undermined t h e  a l r e a d y  tenuous  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e , r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  committees.  The r e s u l t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  was n o t  t h e  
c o n t r o l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  upsurge  t h a t  Mao des i r ed .  
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The c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi--where Vietnam-bound 
r a i l  service was d i s r u p t e d ,  arms shipments  r a i d e d ,  t r a i n s  
derailed, and c i t ies  gutted--was t h e  most ominous develop- 
ment of t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campaign, and appears  t o  have 
been t h e  f i n a l  o u t r a g e  t h a t  caused Mao t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA t o  move f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Red Guards throughout  
t h e  coun t ry .  C e n t r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  of 13 June  and 3 J u l y  1968 
ordered  an immediate h a l t  t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  bu t  r a i l  ou tages  
were noted i n  Kwangsi a s  l a t e  a s  25 J u l y .  

Mao) was i s s u e d  concern ing  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shens i  Province ,  
where tlcounterrevolutionariesll  were accused of bank rob- 
beries, a r son ,  a u t o  t h e f t ,  i n c e s s a n t  a t t a c k s  on PLA u n i t s ,  
and r e f u s a l  t o  c a r r y  o u t  C e n t r a l  Committee and C e n t r a l  CRG 
orders,  Accordingly,  t h e  direct ive ordered:  a l l  "bad 
elements" t o  be s e v e r e l y  punished; armed s t r u g g l e  t o  s t o p  
immediately and " a l l  bands formed s p e c i a l l y  f o r  armed 
s t r u g g l e  disbanded;"  a l l  s t o l e n  monies, weapons and 
equipment r e t u r n e d  and product ion  resumed; and " a l l  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  thoroughly 
and e a r n e s t l y  c a r r y  out  t h e  '3 J u l y  D i r e c t i v e '  f i egard ing  
KwangsA7 approved by . . . Mao, and i n  no way T i o l a t e  it." 
I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  was no t  meant t o  
apply t o  t h a t  a r e a  a lone .  

t h a t  he  was f e d  up w i t h  t h e  R e d  Guard ou t r ages .  I n  a 
f ive-hour  meeting w i t h  Red Guard l e a d e r s  i n  Peking,  Mao 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  above-mentioned d i r e c t i v e s  w e r e  a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n ,  and warned h i s  audience  t h a t  those  
who cont inued  t o  resist would be d e c l a r e d  t o  be counter-  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and des t royed .  The Revolu t ionary  Rebels 
and Red Guards, i f  al lowed t o  con t inue  a s  autonomous, 
s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  and h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  no t  on ly  imper i led  
what had a l r e a d y  been achieved,  bu t  a l s o  made i t  impossi- 
b l e  f o r  Mao t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and 
t h e  radical  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of Chinese s o c i e t y  accord ing  t o  
h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  obsess ion .  

On 24 J u l y ,  ano the r  c e n t r a l  d i rect ive (approved by 

F i n a l l y ,  on 28 J u l y ,  Mao made i t  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  

Events du r ing  August provided f u r t h e r  conf i rma t ion  
t h a t  t h e  working c l a s s  had r ep laced  t h e  Red Guards  a s  
Mao's r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard. Worker-peasant propaganda 
teams, some wi th  several  thousand members and o f t e n  armed, 
descended on u n i v e r s i t i e s  and schoo l s  throughout  t h e  
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coun t ry .  I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  teams m e t  w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
bu t  t h e  Rebels were overwhelmed by t h e  PLA-backed workers ,  
who were armed w i t h  Mao's c lear  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  
o r d e r  and r e fo rm t h e  young m i l i t a n t s .  Some Rebel organi -  
z a t i o n s  began t o  announce t h e i r  "vo lun ta ry  disbandment, 1 )  

o t h e r s  were out lawed,  and it became c lear  t h a t  s u c h  Red 
Guard a c t i v i t y  as was pe rmi t t ed  would hence fo r th  be under 
t h e  a e g i s  of R e d  Guard congres ses  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  and n o t  l e f t  t o  autonomous f a c t i o n s .  
F i n a l l y ,  hundreds of thousands of u n i v e r s i t y  and middle- 
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  were (and c o n t i n u e  t o  be) d ispa tched  
f o r c i b l y  f o r  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  areas--communes, 
v i l l a g e s ,  mines,  and PLA farms. 

By e a r l y  September, Red Guard- re la ted  v i o l e n c e  was 
a t  a lower l e v e l  t h a n  a t  any t i m e  s i n c e  August of 1966. 
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  w i t h  o r d e r  b a s i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d ,  o f f i c i a l  
media and c e n t r a l  leaders began t o  c a u t i o n  t h a t  worker 
prbpaganda teams were no t  t o  engage i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
s u p p r e s s i o n  of R e d  Guards and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Events  
du r ing  October  provided  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Mao 
con t inued  t o  env i sage  an e s sen t i a l - though  much diminished- 
r o l e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l t u i o n  f o r  a s t r e a m l i n e d ,  revolu-  
t i o n a r y ,  and r e spons ive  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Twenty-six y e a r s  ago, i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  a t  t h e  Yenan 
Conference of Writers and Artists i n  May of 1942, Mao had 
dec 1 are  d : 

Whenever I compare unreformed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  
workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  I feel  t h a t  no t  
on ly  a r e  there  many unclean  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  minds 
of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e i r  bodies  
a r e  unc lean .  The c l e a n e s t  people  a r e  t h e  workers 
and p e a s a n t s ,  even though t h e i r  hands may be 
s o i l e d  and t h e i r  fee t  smeared w i t h  cow dung. 
Anyway, t h e y  a r e  still  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  and t h e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e .  

I 
I 
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L a t e r  e v e n t s  i n t e n s i f i e d  Mao's d i s t r u s t  of China ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  I n  1957, du r ing  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  l i b e r a l i -  
z a t i o n  of t h e  "Hundred Flowers" Movement, some of t h e  
most outspoken c r i t i c i sm of P a r t y  p o l i c y  came from 
s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  of t h e  China P e o p l e ' s  Un ive r s i ty ,  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of t r a i n i n g  " revo lu t iona ry"  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  of worker-peasant background t o  become c a d r e s  
for n a t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

' a llmodel u n i v e r s i t y "  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  February 1950 f o r  

~ ~~ 

Mao's long-standing v i e w s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s '  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses were r e i n f o r c e d  
by t h e  performance of t h e  R e d  Guards dur ing  t h e  cour se  
of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  d a t e .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l ,  
d e s t r u c t i v e  phase,  Mao e x p l o i t e d  t h e  young s t u d e n t s '  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l  and used t h e  Red Guards a s  a unique 
ex t r a -Pa r ty  instrument  t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  e l i t e  t o  an o r d e a l  
by f i re - -a  test t o  determine w h e t h e r  or not  high-ranking 
members of t h e  P a r t y  were worthy t o  be dec la red  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s  and hence e l i g i b l e  for p o s i t i o n s  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ,  

While  i t  would be t o o  much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  has  fol lowed a p r e c i s e  m a s t e r  plan-- 
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t h e r e  have been t o o  many t a c t i c a l  ad jus tments  and s h i f t s  
a long  t h e  way--it is c l e a r  t h a t  Mao envisaged  two d i s t i n c t  
phases  from t h e  s t a r t :  d e s t r u c t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t  v e .  
The Red Guards were Mao's vanguard du r ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
phase ,  bu t  proved t o  be a woefu l ly  d e f e c t i v e  ins t rument  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  phase.  

Mao's d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Red G u a r d s  became 
appa ren t  a f t e r  t h e i r  d ismal ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g  performance 
du r ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  "power-seizures" of e a r l y  1967, and 
was i n t e n s i f i e d  by t h e i r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  i n t e r n e c i n e  
w a r f a r e  dur ing  t h e  fo l lowing  summer. Time and aga in ,  
Mao ordered  t h e  young s t u d e n t s  t o  r e c t i f y  themselves 
v o l u n t a r i l y .  They d i d  not  do s o ,  t he reby  conf i rming  i n  
Mao's mind h i s  assessment  of t h e  nega t ive  q u a l i t i e s  of 
China ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

As e a r l y  a s  1939, Mao had w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  s o l e  
c r i t e r i o n  by which  t o  judge whether o r  no t  a youth is 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  is i f  h e  is " w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  broad masses of workers and peasan t s  and does 
s o  i n  p r a c t i c e . "  The Red Guards had no t  been w i l l i n g  
t o  do so .  Thus ,  Mao r e p l a c e d  them w i t h  a new vanguard- 
t h e  working class--when he decided t h a t  t h e t i m e  had come 
t o  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o rde r ,  and he f o r c i b l y  d i spa tched  t h e  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  by t h e  hundreds of thousands f o r  f u r t h e r  
" r evo lu t iona ry  p u r i f i c a t i o n . "  The Red Guards as a 
t e r r o r i s t i c  d e v i c e  had  o u t l i v e d  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  
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