
http://www.blackvault.com/


APPROVED FOR RELEASE 
DATE: MAY 2007 

I 

I 
I 

22 June 1962 
TS No. 104642/62 , 

Copy No. I 

I - - .  
I 

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE STAFF STUDY 

SOVIET - ALBANIAN RELATIONS, 1940-1960 
(Reference Title: ESAU XIX-62) 

I 

, I  
1 
I CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
I 

Office or Current lnzelllge 

WITHIN THE 
TITLE 18, USC, 
S T N  OR REVE I 

PERSON IS PROHIBI 

1 



SOVIET-ALBANIAN RELATIONS, 3.940-1960 

This  is a working paper ,  reviewing t h e  cour se  of Ssviez- 
Albanian re la t ions from t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  Albanian Communist 
p a r t y  i n  1940 through t h e  walkout of t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  
from t h e  meeting of t h e  81 Communist p a r t i e s  i n  Moscow i n  
November 1960. The paper  examines t h e  o r i g i n s  and c o u r s e  of 
t h e  Soviet-Albanian d i f f e r e n c e s  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  con t rove r sy .  

I n  p repa r ing  t h e  paper  w e  have had v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  from 
a number of analys ts -andcomponents  o f  t h e  Agency. Personnel  of 
t h e  Biograpbic  R e g i s t e r  o f  OCR have been v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  assist- 
i n g  u s  to o b t a i n  in fo rma t ion  on t h e  e a r l y  members of  t h e  AP- 
banian  Communist pa r ty ;  and o t h e r s  of QCR, a s  w e l l  as OO/F.DD 
and @O/FBHS personne1,have been h e l p f u l  i n  o b t a i n i n g  for us < '  
u s e f u l  documents and t r a n s l a t i o n s  of f o r e i g n  

I l o f  t h e  Sino-Soviet  B l o c  Area of OCI and 
of ONE have g iven  u s  u s e f u l  comments and 
e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  I r 1 o f  SsBA/QcI, w h o s e  excel- 
l e n t  f i l e s  have proven inva  ua e and who h a s  o f f e r e d  many 
h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s  throughout  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  study. 

The Sino-Soviet  S t u d i e s  Group would w e l c o m e  f u r t h e r  
comment on t h i s  paper ,  add res sed  t o  Carrol l -  VaaDeventer, who 
wrote t h e  paper ,  or t o  t h e  c o o r d i n a t o r  of t h e  group,  bo th  a t  - 
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SUMMAXY: 

1. The Soviet-Albanian d i s p u t e  da tes  n o t  from t h e  Buchares t  
meet ing of t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  i n  June 1960, as  Khrushchev and 
t h e  Albanian leaders have c la imed,  b u t  began developing  s h o r t l y  
af ter  t h e  d e a t h  of S t a l i n  when t h e  Sov ie t  leaders embarked on a 
p o l i c y  of rapprochement w i t h  Yugoslavia .  Pndeed , the  seeds of t h e  
d i s p u t e  had been p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  ear ly  post-war y e a r s ,  when S o v i e t  
p o l i c y  suppor ted  Yugoslav hegemony o v e r  Albania and abetted 1 

Yugoslav a i m s  of i n c o r p o r a t i n g  Albania  i n t o  a greater Yugoslavia .  

2 .  The Albanian leaders welcomed Yugoslav a i d  i n  founding 
t h e  Albanian Communist p a r t y  i n  1941 and s e i z i n g  power d u r i n g  
World ! V u  11. However, as t h e  Yugoslavs proceeded t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s take  i n  Albania i n  t h e  e a r l y  pos t -  
war y e a r s ,  Albanian leaders became i n c r e a s i n g l y  restless. The 
par ty ,  r i d d e n  wi th  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and endeavor ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f i r m  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  a bankrupt  n a t i o n ,  was i n  no p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t o  resist Yugoslav encroachments.  

3. Throughout t h i s  pe r iod  (1940-19471, Soviet-Albanian p a r t y  
and s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  remained minimal. The Albanian p a r t y  t h a t  
emerged from World Yar I7 had no S o v i e t - t r a i n e d  nuc leus ,  and the 
f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  c o n t a c t s  between Russians and Albanians were made 
i n  t h e  summer of  1944 when a small  group of S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  o f f i -  
cers a r r i v e d  i n  Albania .  Diplomatic r e l a t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  November 1945, b u t  it was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1948--as 
S t a l i n ' s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  T i t o  became acu te - - tha t  t h e  USSR i n i t i a t e d  
steps to  i n c r e a s e  its assets i n  Albania .  

4 .  The Sov ie t  break w i t h  Yugoslavia i n  1948 provided Alban- 
i a n  Communists t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  accept a new o v e r l o r d ,  f u r t h e r  
removed from Albania  and c a p a b l e  of p rov id ing  t h e  coun t ry  inc reased  
p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  Communist movement. The Albanian leaders g l a d l y  
grasped t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  and Hoxha, w i t h  S o v i e t  s u p p o r t ,  w a s  able 
to  s t r e n g t h e n  h i s g r a s p  on t h e  p a r t y  by purg ing  Koci Xoxe and h i s  
s u p p o r t e r s  a s  T i t o i s t s .  During t h e  remainder  of S t a l i n ' s  l i f e -  
t i m e ,  Hoxha devoted his e f f o r t s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  h i s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
t h e  Albanian par ty  and h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Moscow. Throughout 
t h i s  period, Albania was c l e a r l y  one of t h e  most obed ien t  of 
sa te l l i tes .  

5. The Albanian leaders had l i t t l e  c h o i c e ,  b u t  to  adapt 
themselves  t o  t h e  new c o u r s e  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  of  S t a l i n  i n  1953, 
b u t  t h e y  d i d  so s lowly  and h e s i t a n t l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  f e a r f u l  t h a t  
any changes in c o u r s e  would d i s r u p t  t h e  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  t h e  p a r t y  
had succeeded i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g .  They were also probably  wary 
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of i n i t i a l  Sov ie t  g e s t u r e s  t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia ,  
b u t  i t  was no t  u n t i l  Khrushchev's v i s i t  t o  Belgrade i n  May 1955 
t h a t  t h e  Albanians began t o  resist S o v i e t  p o l i c y .  Throughout 
1955-1956, Albania made s p o r a d i c  moves to  tone  down its propa- 
ganda a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia ,  bu t  i t  r e f u s e d  e i t h e r  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  
Xoxe o r  t o  c a r r y  through any s i g n i f i c a n t  d e s t a l i n i z a t i o n  measures 
a long  t h e  l i n e s  Moscow w a s  encouraging.  The Hungarian r e v o l u t i o n  
r eve r sed  t h e  cour se  of e v e n t s ,  and Hoxha and Shehu were r e l i e v e d  
of  any f u r t h e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  inaugura t e  i n t e r n a l  re forms.  But t h e  
t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n s  i n  1956 had been clear,  and t h e i r  
conf idence  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  had been s e r i o u s l y  weakened. 
I t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  they  appear  t o  have become consc ious  
of growing Chinese i n t e r e s t  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe and t o  hzve sought  
t o  encourage i t .  

6. As with  its e a r l y  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  USSR, t h e  Albanian 
l e a d e r s  had p a i d  l i t t l e  heed a t  f i r s t  to  t h e  Pe ip ing  regime,  
which was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  October 1949. A f t e r  S t a l i n ' s  d e a t h ,  
however, there w a s  a marked i n c r e a s e  i n  Chinese a t t e n t i o n  t o  A l -  
ban ia ,  and a f t e r  1956 t h e  Albanians began t o  man i fe s t  i nc reased  
i n t e r e s t  i n  China.  Hoxha and 5hehu were a p p a r e n t l y  impressed by 
t h e i r  i n i t i a l  contact w i t h  t h e  Chinese l e a d e r s  i n  F e i p i n g  i n  Oc- 
t o b e r  1956, and probably r e t u r n e d  w i t h  some as su rances  t h a t  t h e  
Chinese l e a d e r s  b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  Yugoslavia than  d i d  Moscow. R e l a t i o n s  between Albania  and 
China cont inued t o  improve a f t e r  1956 and became even closer 
a f t e r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of the Chinese campaign a g a i n s t  Yugoslav 
r e v i s i o n i s m  im.May 1958. 

7. The growing schism i n  Soviet-Yugoslav r e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  
c l o s e  of 1957 c l e a r e d  t h e  way € o r  a renewed pe r iod  o f  f i r m  and 
c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  USSR and Albania .  During 1955 and 
1959, the  USSR s t r eng thened  its p h y s i c a l  p resence  and p o s t u r e  i n  
Albania and resumed its a t t a c k s  on Yugoslavia .  The Albanian 
l e a d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  par t  c o n t i n u a l l y  proclaimed t h e i r  f e a l t y  t o  
t h e  USSR,  and on a number OP occas ions  appeared t o  go o u t  of 
t h e i r  way t o  r e a s s u r e  Moscow t h a t  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  and subse rv ience  
had never been i n  q u e s t i o n .  

8. Never the l e s s ,  t h e  con t inu ing  ambivalence of Khrushchev's 
a t t i t u d e  towards Yugoslavia d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  probably  macle a 
deep  impression on t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s .  On t h e  one hand, some 
of h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  appeared t o  v i n d i c a t e  t h e  Albanians '  r e l u c t a n c e  

a t o  modify t h e i r  pol ic ies  i n  accordance w i t h  Yugoslav and Sov ie t  
p r e s s u r e  i n  1956, and t o  be a n  i m p l i c i t  admission t h a t  he had 
been mistakeri i n  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  concess ions  t o  T i t o  would b r i n g  
Yugoslavia back i n t o  t h e  b loc .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h i s  c a l l  for 
'a l i m i t a t i o n  on pdlemics  i n  J u l y  1958 and expres s ion  of i n t e n t  
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t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  seek c o n t a c t  w i t h  the Yugoslavs sugges ted  t h a t  
he adhered t o  h i s  b a s i c  ambi t ion  t o  r e t u r n  T i t o  t o  t h e  fo l c? .  

9 .  During t h e  first s i x  months of 1959, Sovie t -h lbaniaq  
r e l a t i o n s  reached t h e i r  z e n i t h  and Albania assumed ar, e x t r a -  
o r d i n a r y  prominence i n  b l o c  a f f a i r s  I n  mid-May AlbanLa 
s i g n a l l y  honored by having t h e  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  meeting of 
CEMA h e l d  i n  T i r a n a ,  and t h e  stage was set f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
v i s i t  of Khrushchev to Albania  t e n  days l a t e r .  

10. Khrushchev's v i s i t  t o  Albania  (25 May-4 June)  exceeded 
i n  l e n g t h  any of h i s  numerous v i s i t s  t o  o t h e r  bloc c o u n t r i e s  
w i th  t h e  excep t ion  o f t h a t  t o  China i n  October 1954. As i t  
was t h e  first v i s i t  by a S o v i e t  leader : s i n c e  Zhukov's i n  1957, . 
its l e n g t h  was probably  in t ended  i n  2ar t  t o  compensate for. eny 
f e e l i n g  of n e g l e c t  on t h e  pa r t  of t h e  Albanian leaders. Eu t  
more impor tan t ly ,  i t  w a s  p robably  in t ended  t o  p rov ide  Khrushchev 
t h e  time and o p p o r t u n i t y  ho o b t a i n  a b e t t e r  view and understand-  
i n g  of Albania ,  its problems and its l e a d e r s ,  and t o  wipe away 
t h e  r e s i d u e  of f r i c t i o n  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  

11. The v i s i t  was probably  n o t  a s  s u c c e s s f u l  as i t  appeared 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  Khrushchev was d i sappo in ted  w i t h  the  backwardness 
of t h e  Albanian economy. Khrushchev a lso probably  became more 
a c u t e l y  aware of t h e  dogmatic approach t h a t  Hoxha and Shehu took 
toward t h e i r  problems The Albanian l e a d e r s  , s i m i l a r l y ,  were 
probably  d i s t u r b e d  by Khrushchev's c o n t i n u i n g  i n s i s t e n c e  that 
t hey  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  f e a r s  of Yugoslavia and d i r e c t  t h e i r  a t -  
t e n t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e i r  own i n t e r n a l  problems. 

12. During the summer of 1959, Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  over  Conimunist i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y ,  were becoming 
more pronounced, and it was perhaps  at the 1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  
c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Pe ip ing  regime i n  October  1959 t h a t  the Al- 
banian  l e a d e r s  became f u l l y  aware of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  them- 
s e l v e s  of t h i s  growing es t rangement  between lGIoscow and P e i p i n g .  
P r i o r  t o  September 1459, t h e  Albanians had g i v e n  eve ry  ev idence  
of viewing Khrushchev's c o e x i s t e n c e  p o l i c y  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  the 
c o n t e x t  of its impact on Yugos lav ia ' s  role w i t h i n  t h e  bloc. 
The wider r a m i f i c a t i o n s  €or i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist s t r a t e g y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Western powers, had not  appeared 
t o  concern Albanian l e a d e r s .  But fo l lowing  t h e  Pe ip ing  cele- 
b r a t i o n ,  t hey  began t o  adopt  p o s i t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  Chinese 
on both i d e o l o g i c a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  

a l i g n i n g  themselves  wi th  China o n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  issues. On 
15 October  Radio T i r ana  for  t h e  first t i m e  i n  almost a year 

13. I t  was i n  mid-Qctober t h a t  t h e  Albanians began c l ea r ly  

r e f e r r e d  t o ) t h e  Chinese communes 
i n g  "a poor ly  developed d i s t r i c t  i n t o  a r i c h  one i n  a s h o r t  

t h e  Union of 'Vorking Youth, b r o a d c a s t  by t h e  T i r a n a  Home Serv ice  
on 23 O c t o b e r ,  was s i m i l a r l y  pso-Chinese,inconsistent 

p r a i s i n g  them f o r  tranLP01-m- 

t i m e . "  A l e t te r  by Hoxha t o  bo rde r  guard r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of . ' I  
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wi th  Moscowvs e f f o r t s  t o  improve i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t ions  and 
r e f l e c t i n g  T i r a n a ' s  f e a r  of t h e  consequences of a genuine 
East-West d e t e n t e .  Fven t s  su r round ing  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  anniver -  
s a r y  of Albanian l i b e r a t i o n  on 28 November a g a i n  po in ted  up 
t h e  growing c l eavage  i n  Sovfet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  in-  
c r e a s i n g  warmth i n  Sino-Albanian r e l a t i o n s .  

14. The y e a r  1960 opened ominously fo r  t h e  Albanian lead-  
ers, and r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  S o v i e t  Union w e r e  t o  deteriorate pre- 
c i p i t a t e l y  throughout  t h e  year e On 6 January ,  Vukii~anovic 
Tempo, t h e  head of t h e  Yugoslav t r a d e  unions  and a member of 
t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  l e f t  Belgrade fo r  a three-week v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
USSR, I t  was t h e  f i r s t  v i s i t  by a h i g h  Yugoslav o f f i c i a l  t o  
the  Sov ie t  Union since November 1957, and w a s  preceded by talks 
between Khrushchev and t h e  Yugoslav Ambassador i n  Moscow and  
T i t o  and t h e  S o v i e t  Bn:bassador i n  Belgrade.  Although Vukmanovic's 
t a l k s  wi th  Khrushchev and o t h e r  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s  d u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  
were unproduct ive ,  t h e y  seemed to  demonst ra te  Khrushchev's con- 
t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  rapprochement.  The Albanians may well have 
been alarmed ove r  t h e  purpose of t h e  t a l k s  and have expressed  
t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t o  Noscow. 

15. In  any even t  Soviet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s  had s i g n i f i -  
c a n t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  below t h e  l e v e l  i n d i c a t e d  i n  p u b l i c  s ta te -  
ments when b l o c  leaders assembled i n  Moscow i n  e a r l y  February 
1060 f o r  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  confe rence  and a meeting of t h e  Yarsaw 
P a c t .  A t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  meet ing,  Hoxha a t t a c k e d  P o l i s h  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  pract ices .  Rhrushchev a n g r i l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  Alban- 
i a n  comrades should tend  t o  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s ,  which were none 
t o o  good. A t  t h e  Warsaw P a c t  meet ing on t h e  fo l lowing  day t h e  
Albanian l e a d e r s  found themselves  a g a i n  under  i n d i r e c t  a t t a c k  
Prom Khrushchev. A t  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s  over  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  were brought  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  before an  
assembly of t h e  b l o c  l e a d e r s .  H0xh.a and Shehu r e t u r n e d  t o  
Albania on 9 February--angry, hurni l ' ia teaand a p p a r e n t l y  d e t e r -  
mined t o  suppor t  China t o  t h e  best of t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  

16. On 26 May 1960 an  Albanian d e l e g a t i o n  headed by p o l i t -  
buro member Gogo Nushi depa r t ed  f o r  Pe ip ing  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  'IVFTU 
meeting, and on 3 June a second d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  Haxhi 
L l e s h i  and L i r i  Be l i shova ,  bo th  p o l i t b u r o  members, depa r t ed  
fo r  a month's t ou r  o f  China and Asian b loc  c o u n t r i e s .  Thus 
two h igh- leve l  d e l e g a t i o n s  were i n  China d u r i n g  t h e  first t h r e e  
weeks o f  June,  when P e i p i n g  was a c t i v e l y  lobbying  among Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s  f o r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  wi th  Moscow. 
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17. Hoxha and Shehu were we91 aware t h a t  i f  t hey  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  Rumanian p a r t y  congress i n  June,  which Khrushchev and a l l  
o t h e r  s a t e l l i t e  l e a d e r s  were a t t e n d i n g ,  t h e y  would be under 
extreme p r e s s u r e  t o  t a k e  a p ro - sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  cha rges  
Moscow was p r e p a r i n g  to  b r i n g  a g a i n s t  Pe ip ing .  Hoxha and 
Shehu probably hoped to  avoid  any o u t r i g h t  commitment--either 
a g a i n s t  Moscow 0r for  Peiping-by not  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  congress ,  
sending  t h e  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  Albanian,  Hysni Xapopto head t h e  
Albanian d e l e g a t i o n .  Circumstances at t h e  congres s  fo rced  
Kapo t o  adopt  a pro-Chinese p o s i t i o n ,  and t w o  weeks l a te r  t h e  
Albanian c e n t r a l  committee i s s u e d  a communique on  t h e  Rumanian 
congress  making amply c lear  t h a t  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  had 
adopted a s t a n c e  of a l l - o u t  support f o r  t h e  Chinese.  

18. The Albanian l e a d e r s  had thrown down t h e  gaunt1et:’and 
i t  was now t h e  Sov ie t  t u r n  t o  yespond. The USSR appea r s  t o  
have done t h i s  through two channe l s .  F i r s t ,  Maurice Thorez, 
t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  French Communist p a r t y  and a longt ime acqua in t -  
ance of many Albanian Communists, was d i spa tched  t o  Albania a t  
t h e  end of J u l y  i n  a n  unsuccess fu l  e f f o r t  t o  convince  t h e  Alban- 
i a n  l e a d e r s  of t h e i r  f o l l y .  A t  almost t h e  same t i m e , t h e  USSR 
a p p a r e n t l y  marsha l led  its s t r e n g t h  w i t h i n  Albania t o  overthrow 
t h e  Hoxha-Shehu l e a d e r s h i p .  The CPSU s e n t  a l e t te r  i n  August 
a s k i n g  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  iio j o b  forces i n  condemning China. 
When t h e  Albanians r e f u s e d ,  t h e  USSR launched a s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  
on Albania ,  p r e s s u r i n g  cmrtmiwleaders  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  t h e  AP- 
banian l e a d e r s h i p ,  and i n c i t i n g  t h e  army t o  overthrow t h e  
par t~ ; leadFPs .”L’heplo t  was suppressed  i n  its e a r l y  s t a g e s  and 
about  200 persons  were a r r e s t e d .  

19. With t h e  uncovering and quashing of t h e  August: p l o t ,  
n e i t h e r  Moscow nor  T i r ana  made any f u r t h e r  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  
d i s g u i s e  t h e  r i f t  which had developed between them. Moscow 
began app ly ing  a l l  t h e  means of p r e s s u r e  i n  i ts  posses s ion  
s h o r t  of d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  and t h e  T i r ana  l e a d e r s  
moved bo ld ly  t o  e l imina te  any suspec ted  p ro - sov ie t  p a r t y  ele- 
ments.  

20. A t  a c e n t r a l  committee plenum on 9 September 1960, 
t w o  longt ime p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  L i r i  Bel i shova  and Koco Tashko, 
were ous t ed  f r o m  t h e  l e a d i n g  o rgans  of t h e  p a r t y .  S h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  Be l i shova ’ s  husband, Maqo Como, was removed from 
h i s  p o s t  a s  M i n i s t e r  OP A g r i c u l t u r e .  These o u s t e r s  were foP- 
lowed by a shakeup of p a r t y  and government p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  
and many arrests. And i n  mid-September, t h e  regime announced 
t h a t  Shehu would head t h e  Albanian d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  UN Genera l  
Assembly which Khrushchev and a l l  o t h e r  S a t e l l i t e  p a r t y  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s  were a t t e n d i n g .  Hoxha’s f a i l u r e  t o  a t t e n d  was 
ano the r  ev idence  of t h e  r i f t  which had developed i n  Soviet-Al- 
banian  r e l a t i o n s .  



21. Having f a i l e d  t o  over throw t h e  regime by an  i n t e r n a l  
coup i n  August, t h e  USSR i n c r e a s e d  its economic pressure and  
e n l i s t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  of its s a t e l l i t e s .  The Sov ie t  b l o c  turned 
down a n  Albanian r e q u e s t  t o  supp ly  75,000 t o n s  of wheat t o  meet 
Albanian needs.  The'USSR a l so  began a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  withdraw 
i ts  t e c h n i c i a n s  ,from Albania,  as it had done e a r l i e r  ( Ju ly )  i n  
China. To mitigate t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  S o v i e t  pressure on Albania ,  
China o f f e r e d  t o  supp ly  Albania  w i t h  45,000 t o n s  of wheat,  of 
which 9,000 had a r r i v e d  by 10 October .  

22.  A t  t h e  ,UN s e s s i o n  i n  N e w  York, Shehu was snubbed by 
h i s  b l o c  c o l l e a g u e s .  For t h e i r  p a s t ,  t h e  Albanians took i s s u e  
wi th  b l o c  disarmament p r o p o s a l s ,  and a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Alban-ia 
Shehu p u b l i c l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  as w e l l  as o t h e r  f a c e t s  
of Sov ie t  p o l i c y .  There was no longe r  any doubt  of t h e  position 
t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  would t a k e  a t  t h e  for thcoming conference  of 
Communist pa r t i e s  which was assembl ing  i n  Moscow i n  e a r l y  Novem- 
b e r .  

23. Hoxha's and Shehu's las t  v i s i t  t o  Moscow, i n  .November 
1960, w a s  s u r e l y  a n  unp leasan t  one f o r  them. They a r r i v e d  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  deterniined n o t  merely t o  s u p p o r t  f u l l y  t h e  Chinese 
p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t o  express wi thou t  r e s e r v a t i o n  a l l  t h e i r  pent-- 
up anger  wi th  t h e  Sov ie t  leaders. I n  h i s  speech  t o  t h e  confer -  
ence ,  Hoxha s n p p ~ ~ t e d l . ~ ~ p h a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y ~ . ~ n ~ , ~ C h ~ n e s e  case, : a d  : :'" 
ca ta logued  Alban ia ' s  g r i e v a n c e s  l aga ins t  t h e  S o v i e t  leaders, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  Khrushchev. H e  opened w i t h  a s t r o n g  de fense  of 
ChinaOs p o s i t i o n  on  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and i d e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s ,  and 
a n  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  Khrushchev confused and jumbled Len in ' s  
t h e s e s .  H e  t h e n  proceeded vehemently t o  s t a t e  : a l l  A lban ia ' s  
g r i evances  a g a i n s t  the Sov ie t  p a r t y .  I n  h i s  response  on 23 No- 
vember, .Khrushchev d ismissed  Hoxha's cha rges  w i t h  t h e  claim 
t h a t  r e c o r d s  would d i s p r o v e  a l l  t h a t  Hoxha had s a i d .  Bu t  t h e n ,  
Khrushchev concluded,  "Yho wants  t o  a r g u e  w i t h  Hoxha?" 

24.  Two days  l a t e r ,  Hoxha and Shehu a b r u p t l y  l e f t  Moscow 
by t r a i n  f o r  home, l e a v i n g  Kapo and A l i j a  behind t o  s i g n  t h e  
m u l t i p a r t y  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  p a p e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  d i s p u t e  i n  t h e  camp, 
which was s i g n e d  on  1 December. On 27 November, Mao and Chou 
En-lai  a t t e n d e d  a r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  Albanian embassy i n  Pe ip ing  
i n  honor o f  Albanian l i b e r a t i o n  day, and t h e  Chinese p a s t y  d i s -  
patched g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  Albanian pa r ty  which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Chinese p a r t y  was' "proud t o  have such  u n y i e l d i n g  comrades-in- 
arms a s  t h e  Labor p a r t y  of Albania .  The Chinese people deeply  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  enormous support  rendered  t o  them by t h e  Alban- 
ian people " 



2 5 .  Though a n o t h e r  y e a r  w a s  t o e l a p s e  b e f o r e  Khrushchev 
was to  a t t a c k  t h e  Albanian l e a d e c s  p u b l i c l y  and break d i p l o -  
matic r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  l a s t  Albanian t i e s  wi th  t h e  Sov ie t  l ead-  
ers were severed  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  d e p a r t u r e s  of Hoxha and Shehu 
from t h e  Moscow conference  i n  November. From t h a t  day onward 
T i r a n a ' s  on ly  powerful friend i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  b l o c  w a s  Com- 
munist  China. By December 1960, it was clear t h a t  Moscow, 
T i rana ,  and Pe ip ing  were i n  agreement on a t  l eas t  one sf Khru- 
shchev fo rmula t ions :  namely, t h a t  " t h e  USSR has l o s t  a n  Albania ,  
China has  gained an  Albania." 
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been overshadowed by t h e  o v e r a l l  d i s p u t e  between Moscow and 
Pe ip ing ,  and t h e  Albanian d e f e c t i o n  h a s  been viewed p r i m a r i l y  
i n  terms of its impact on t h i s  larger q u a r r e l .  Rut a review 
of Soviet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  founding of t h e  A l -  
ban ian  Communist p a r t y  i n  1941 makes e v i d e n t  t h a t  t he  d i s p u t e  
o r i g i n a t e d  independent ly  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  con t rove r sy  and t h a t  
i t  has  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  i t s e l f  for Sov ie t  c o n t r o l  
of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement. 

Much of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Soviet-Albanian break  h a s  

With h i n d s i g h t ,  and w i t h  the  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  
t h a t  bo th  Moscow and T i r a n a  have made i n  t h e i r  exchange of 
mutual r e c r i m i n a t i o n s ,  it becomes clear t h a t  t h e  Satel l i tes '  
subserv ience  t o  the USSR rests no t  so much on any k ind  of So- 
v i e t  c o n t r o l  mechanism, as upon a common Communist ideology 
and t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  of t h e  Sa te l l i t e  leaders t o  Moscow. The 
r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  is p a r t i a l l y  based upon t h e  
degree  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic dependence on t h e  USSR; 
and i t  has  a l s o  been in f luenced  by the  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of t h e i r  
p a r t i e s .  Those p a r t i e s  which ope ra t ed  under t h e  d i r e c t  
t u t e l a g e  of t h e  USSR d u r i n g  World War I1 and were i n s t a l l e d  
i n  power by the Sov ie t  A r m y  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  war have 
g e n e r a l l y  been r e l i ab le .  Those which seized power without  
d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  suppor t  and t h e  l e a d e r s  of which had almost 
no  c o n t a c t  wi th  Moscow throughout  t h e  w a r  (Yugoslavia and 
Albania)  have proven u n r e l i a b l e .  T h i s  l e s s o n  h a s  no t  been 
los t  on t h e  Sov ie t  leaders, and probably is important  i n  t h e i r  
e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  Cuban Communist movement and of o t h e r  p a r t i e s  
which may a t t a i n  t o  power wi thout  d f r e c t  Sov ie t  a s s i s t a n c e .  

I n  t h e  ear ly  post-war y e a r s ,  S t a l i n  d id  set about  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  an elaborate system of c o n t r o l ,  which, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  normal channels  of p a r t y  d i r e c t i o n ,  c o n s i s t e d  of So- 
v i e t  a d v i s e r s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  a l l  impor tan t  government and 
m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n  j o i n t  s t o c k  companies governing 
t h e  important  segments of t h e  s a t e l l i t e s '  economies. T h i s  
s y s t e m  of  c o n t r o l  endured ,  however, on ly  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
p o s t  
p l e  t 
f o r  
iiati 

- w a r  y e a r s ,  when t h e  s a t e l l i t e  p a r t i e s  were almost  com- 
e l y  dependent on Moscow f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s u r v i v a l  and 
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  necessa ry  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  
ons '  economies. The s y s t e m  w a s  r a p i d l y  d ismant led  a f t e r  

. _  v i i i  . .  



1953 by S t a l i n ' s  h e i r s ,  who recognized  t h a t  t h i s  mechanism of 
c o n t r o l  w a s  r a p i d l y  becoming c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e ,  s t i f l i n g  i n i t i a -  
t i v e  and a l i e n a t i n g  wide segments  of t h e  s a t e l l i t e  p a r t i e s  a s  
w e l l  as t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e b y  hampering t h e  economic 
development o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  

While S t a l i n ' s  s y s t e m  of c o n t r o l  d i d  no t  endure  long  
enough t o  be pu t  t o  a second tes t  after T i t o ' s  d e f e c t i o n ,  sub- 
sequen t  developments have proven t h a t  MOSCOW'S main asset i n  
each  of t h e  s a t e l l i t e s  is t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of its leaders. I n  
eve ry  i n s t a n c e  of s e r i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s !  between Moscow and a 
s a t e l l i t e  (except  Hungary where even t h e  p a r t y  leaders l o s t  

. c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  l as t  days  of  t h e  r e v o l t ) ,  it has  been t h e  sa te l -  
l i t e  leaders who have c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Moscow was 
unable ,  for example, t o  p reven t  t h e  r e t u r n  of  Gomulka to power 
i n  1956 i n  t h e  face of t h e  d e f i a n c e  of F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Ochab and 
a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t op  Polish leaders, who w e r e  suppor t ed  by 
t h e  p a r t y  r a n k s  and P o l i s h  popu la t ion .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  Yugoslavia 
i n  1948 and i n  Albania  i n  1960, pro-Soviet  members exis ted 
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  leadership,  b u t  t h e y  were unab le  t o  t o p p l e  
t h e  t o p  p a r t y  leaders who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  p a r t y  r anks .  

The i n h e r e n t  weakness of S o v i e t  c o n t r o l  of  i ts  s a t e l l i t e s  
is best i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  d e f e c t i o n  of backward Albania .  Al- 
though t h e  Sino-Soviet  con t rove r sy  hea r t ened  t h e  Albanians i n  
t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and provided them an umbrella of p r o t e c t i o n  
€or b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Moscow i n t o  p u b l i c  view, 
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  developed long  before t h e  Sino-Soviet  con- 
t r o v e r s y  became s i g n i f i c a n t .  As e a r l y  a s  1955, i n  conjunc- 
t i o n  w i t h  Khrushchev's e f for t s  t o  r e t u r n  Yugoslavia to t h e  
Communist b l o c ,  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  began t o  resist 8uccess-  
f u l l y  Sov ie t  p r e s s u r e s  t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia .  
A f t e r  1955, a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  S o v i e t  and Albanian d i s c u s s i o n s  
of Yugoslavia was c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  
regarded  as merely a Sov ie t  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  permi t  t h e  A l -  
ban ians  t o  ven t  t h e i r  h a t r e d  of Yugoslavia i n  accordance  
wi th  t h e i r  concept ion  of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  It  w a s  
no t  u n t i l  1960 and 1961, when Moscow and T i r a n a  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
b i t t e r  p u b l i c  d i s p u t e ,  t b a t  it became known t h a t  Moscow had 
sought  t o  c u r t a i l  Albanian i n v e c t i v e s  a g a l n s t  Yugoslavia ,  and 
t h a t  t h i s  submerged d i s p u t e  had had  and would c o n t i n u e  t o  
have a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  impact on S o v i e t  p o l i c y  toward Yugoslavia .  
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T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  betvree-? Moscow and o t h e r  
s a t e l l i t e  regimes a re  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e y  sometimes 
appea r  and probably p l a c e  r e s t r a i n t s  on S o v i e t  p o l i c y  i n  some 
areas.  Di f f e rences  w i t h  t h e  E a s t  German leaders over  B e r l i n ,  
f o r  example, probably i n f l u e n c e .  Sov ie t  p o l i c y  on B e r l i n .  
S ince  1956 t h e  P o l i s h  and S o v i e t  leaders have s u c c e s s f u l l y  
compromised t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  might be 
r e v e r s e d  i f  t h e  S o v i e t  leaders should  endeavor t o  move toward 
some accommodation w i t h  China and i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  r e v e r t  t o  
some of t h e i r  pre-1956 S t a l i n i s t  p o l i c i e s .  

Cognizant of  Moscow’s sad exper ience  wi th  Yugoslavia i n  
1948, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  compromise of i ts  d i f f e r e n c e s  
w i t h  Poland a f t e r  1956, Khrushchev undoubtedly hoped t o  r e s o l v e  
g r a d u a l l y  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Albania  s h o r t  o f  p u b l i c  denuncia t ion .  
And u n t i l  1960 t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were s u c c e s s f u l l y  submerged. 
9 u t  when t h e  Albanian leaders began t o  i n j e c t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n t o  t h e  Sino-Soviet con t rove r sy  and t o  a l i g n  themselves  w i t h  
China w i t h i n  Communist p a r t y  meet ings and i n  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
Moscow was forced t o  t a k e  nieasures a g a i n s t  Albania .  As w i t h  
t h e  Yugoslavs i n  1948, t h e  Russians i n  1960-1961 found t h a t  
t h e y  had  no e f f e c t i v e  means of control-  w i t h i n  Albania t o  force 
t h e  Albanians t o  fo l low t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p .  

The break wi th  Albania h a s  accentua ted  Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s  
and made more d i f f i c u l t  any compromise between t h e  Sov ie t  and 
Chinese leaders. It h a s  caused a d d i t i o n a l  harm t o  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Communist movement by f o r c i n g  t w o  of t h e  t h r e e  Asian 
s a t e l l i t e s  t o  i n c l i n e  toward China,  and by f o r c i n g  t h e  more 
or thodox regime leaders everywhere i n t o  a d i s t a s t e f u l  p o s i t i o n .  
For i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Albanian leaders f o r  t h e i r  dogmatism, 
t h e s e  leaders have exposed themselves  t o  i n t e r n a l  p a r t y  cri t icism 
fo r  ha rbor ing  some of t h e  s a m e  views. 

For t h e  West t h e  Soviet-Albanian break h a s  been advantageous 
a t  l eas t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  term, by exace rba t ing  t h e  Sino-Soviet  con- 
f l i c t  and Zur ther  undermining MOSCOW’S c o n t r o l  of t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  communist movement. But t h e  longer-term s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  b reak  is u n c e r t a i n .  

For one t h i n g ,  backward Albania is surrounded by t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
hos t i l e  ne ighbors  s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  ambi t ions  of  one a n o t h e r .  If 
Albania should  a g a i n  become a bone of  con ten t ion  i n  t h e  Balkans,  
t h i s  would n o t  on ly  create a d d i t i o n a l  p o l i c y  problems f o r  t h e  
\Vest, b u t  its f a t e  might s e r v e  t o  deter o the r  Communist regimes 
from seek ing  t o  defy  bloscow’s lead.  

X 
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On t h e  o t h e r  hand, kIoScow's problem is t o  b r i n g  Albania 
back i n t o  t h e  bloc on Sov ie t  terms. Xoscow cannot  re t rea t  i n  
t h e  d i s p u t e  wi thout  g i v i n g  t h e  Chinese a major v i ckory  and 
g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  X.Ioscowvs long-term problem i n  imposing 
d i s c i p l i n e  on t h e  world movement. To d a t e  th rea ts ,  i n t e r n a l  
s u b v e r s i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  i s o l a t i o n ,  and economic p r e s s u r e s  have 
n o t  succeeded i n  t o p p l i n g  t h e  Hoxha-Shehu l e a d e r s h i p .  Moscow 
may be count ing  i n , p a r t  on Alban ia ' s  i s o l a t i o n  and deep- 
s e a t e d  f e a r s  of its ne ighbors  t o l e a d  u l t i q a t e l y  t o  an i n -  
t e r n a l  p a r t y  coup. 

I n  any e v e n t ,  i n  view of Khrushchev's apparent  b e l i e f  
t h a t  Yugoslavia can s t i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be brought  back i n t o  t h e  
bloc, i t  seems d o u b t f u l  t h a t  h e  h o l d s  a d i f f e r e n t : ;  position 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  Albania .  

x i  
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1. THE STABILIZATION OF THE A L B A N I A N  PARTY 
AND LEADERSI-IIP (1941-1952) 

Although t h e  Albanian Communist P a r t y  was founded i n  
November 1941 and t h e  Albanian Communist government e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  i n  1944, Soviet-Albanian p a r t y  and s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  
d i d  no t  deve lop  on-a s i g n i f i c a n t  scale u n t i l  1948 when A l -  
b a n i a  threw off  its s t a t u s  of s a t e l l i t e  t o  Yugos lav ia .  Un- 
l i k e  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  European Communist p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Albanian 
p a r t y  t h a t  emerged from Yorld Tar  I1 as r u l e r  of Albania had 
no  S o v i e t - t r a i n e d  nuc leus ,  b u t  was composed a lmost  exc lus ive -  
l y  of Albanians whose Communist expe r i ence  and t r a i n i n g  had 
been ob ta ined  e i t h e r  i n  Albania  or in e x i l e  i n  Yestern Europe. 
The Albanian p a r t y ' s  v i c t o r y  i n  World War 11 had been won n o t  
by t h e  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  o f . t h e  S o v i e t  army, b u t  p r i m a r i l y  by a 
combinat ion of i ts  own e f f o r t s ,  w i th  a s p r i n k l i n g  of Yugoslav 
a s s i s t a n c e  and guidance .  

The first o f f i c i a l  c o n t a c t s  between t h e  Russ ians  and A1-  
ban ians  were made i n  t h e  summer of 1944, s h o r t l y  before t h e  
conc lus ion  of t h e  w a r  i n  Albania ,  when a small  group o f  S o v i e t  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  Albania .  I n  November 1945 d i p l o -  
matic r e l a t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  making f e a s i b l e  more r e g u l a r  
c o n t a c t s  w i th  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s .  But i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  post- 
war y e a r s  t h e  USSR appeared c o n t e n t  t o  permit T i t o  and h i s  
Yugoslav p a r t y  t o  assume t h e  task of p r o v i d i n g  t h e  necessa ry  
economic a s s i s t a n c e  and p o l i t i c a l  guidance  t o  t h e  Albanian 
party--a task which t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y ,  a l r e a d y  deeply  enmeshed 
i n  Albanian p a r t y  a f f a i r s  and a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  annexa- 
t i o n  of Albania t o  Yugoslavia ,  undertook w i t h  en thus iasm.  A s  
l a t e  as March 1947, acco rd ing  t o  T i t o ' s  b iog raphe r  D e d i j e r ,  
S t a l i n  p ro fes sed  t o  have l i t t l e  knowledge of t h e  Albanian lead-  
ers. Hoxha had m e t  Molotov a t  t h e  P a r i s  Peace Conference i n  
1946, b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  J u l y  1947 t h a t  IIoxha, accompanied 
by Hysni Kapo, v i s i t e d  Moscow for t h e  f i rs t  t i m e .  %en t h e  
Cominforni tvas e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  September 1947, Albania was t h e  
o n l y  E a s t e r n  European s a t e l l i t e  which was n o t  i n v i t e d  to par- 
t i c i p a t e  or t o  become a member. The Yugoslavs assumed t h e  t a s k  
of b r i e f i n g  t h e  Albanian p a s t y  on developments a t  t h i s  meet ing,  
Though Ded i j e r  claims t h a t  S t a l i n  was c o n t i n u a l l y  query ing  t h e  
Yugoslavs on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Albania (suggest-  
i n g  t h a t  t h e  Albanians  were complaining t o  Moscow), it was not  
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u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1948-as S t a l i n ' s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  T i t o  be- 
came acu te - - tha t  t h e  USSR i n i t i a t e d  s t eps  t o  i n c r e a s e  its 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  and assets i n  Albania .  

Eut i f  S o v i e t  assets i n  Albania were meager i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of  1948, t h e  Yugoslavs 'were soon t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e i r s  were 
insu f f i c i en t - - and  no more e f f e c t i v e  t h a h  t h e  S o v i e t s  were t o  
prove t o  be i n  1960. Despite seven  y e a r s  of close p o l i t i c a l  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  and large-scale economic a s s i s t a n c e ,  'Yugoslav 
cont ro l  i n  Albania  w a s  so  weak t h a t  w i t h i n  a week a f t e r  t h e  
June 1945 Cominform r e s o l u t i o n ,  Yugoslav overt  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
and assets  i n  Albania  were comple te ly  immobil ized.  

E a r l y  Par ty  H i s t o r y  1940-1947 

I n  t h e  summer of 1940 t h e  Yugoslav Communist P a r t y  had 
s e n t  two l e a d e r s  of its Kossovo C o m m i t t e e  (Miladin Popovic 
and Dusan Mugosa) t o  Albania  t o  under take  t h e  t a s k  of coord i -  
n a t i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Communist groups i n  Albania  and e s t ab -  
l i s h i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  Communist underground. These v a r i o u s  
groups ,  whose t o t a l  membership numbered about  200, had d i v e r s e  
o b j e c t i v e s  and backgrounds and on ly  l i m i t e d  c o n t a c t ,  bu t  t hey  
had one common aim--obtaining Comintern r e c o g n i t i o n  as  a l e g i t -  
imate Communist p a r t y .  P l a y i n g  upon t h i s  conmon a i m ,  t h e  t w o  
Yugoslavs succeeded i n  November 1941 i n  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  groups 
t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a n  Albanian Communist p a r t y  which e l e c t e d  a n  11- 
man p r o v i s i o n a l  c e n t r a l  committee. One y e a r  l a te r ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
n a t i o n a l  conference  of t h e  P a r t y  i n  December 1942, t h e  Yugoslavs 
were able t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Comintern had recognized  t h e  p a r t y  
and t o  p r e s e n t  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from T i t o  on  t h e  f u t u r e  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p a r t y .  Though t h e  c e n t r a l  committee e l e c t e d  
a t  t h i s  Conference was composed of the same members as t h e  
P r o v i s i o n a l  c e n t r a l .  committee e l e c t e d  i n  1941, f a c t i o n a l i s m  
and pu rges  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  h i s t o r y  from its f i r s t  
y e a r ,  when a n  e x t e n s i v e  purge of t h e  lower l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y  
began. Th i s  q u i c k l y  expanded i n t o  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  
p a r t y  and was t o  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  1952. By t h a t  y e a r  Enver 
Hoxha was t h e  on ly  remain ing  member of t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e n t r a l  
committee still  i n  good s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  P a r t y .  
fo r  a l ' i s t i n g  of e a r l y  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  and t h e i r  f a t e . )  

(See Annex A 

Unfor tuna te ly  most of t h e  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  on t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  p a r t y  p r i o r  t o  1948 pos t -da t e  t h e  1948 break  and are 
t h e r e f o r e  h i g h l y  c o l o r e d  by t h e  subsequent  polemics  between 
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. Yugoslavia and Albania .  There is l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  much of 
t h e  h i s t o r y ’ d u r i n g  t h e s e  e a r l y  years has  been r e w r i t t e n  by 
both  t h e  Albanians and Yugoslavs t o  accord wi th  t h e i r  pos t -  
1948 r e l a t i o n s .  I n  these r e c o r d s  Koci Xoxe emerges as t h e  
p r o - T i t o i s t  Albanian l e a d e r  and Hoxha t h e  enemy of Yugoslav 
ambi t ions  i n  Albania .  Perhaps there is a n  element  of t r u t h  
i n  t h e s e  claims, but  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  ev idence  even i n  t h e  Pate 
s p r i n g  and summer of 1948--when the d i v i s i o n  between t h e  pro- 
and ant i -Yugoslav f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  should  have been 
s h a r p l y  drawn--that d i f f e r e n c e s  on t h i s  s c o r e  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d .  
There is, however, p l e n t i f u l  ev idence  of rampant f a c t i o n a l i s m  
and purges  i n  t h e  p a r t y  p r i o r  t o  1948 which were undoubtedly 
a b e t t e d  by Yugoslav i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  p a r t y  a f f a i r s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  But t h i s  f a c t i o n a l i s m  probably  stemmed more from 
d i f f e r e n c e s  o v e r  t a c t i c s  du r ing  t h e  p a r t i s a n  war, p e r s o n a l  
r i v a l r i e s  and e n m i t i e s  among p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  and p e r s o n a l  

. j ockey ing  for power, t h a n  from any conce r t ed  r e s i s t a n c e  by 
I any p a r t y  . f a c t i o n  t o  Yugoslav dominat ion.  

According t o  Hoxha, h e  w a s  c r i t i c i z e d  twice by t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  of  Xoxe and t h e  Yugsslavs--once 
i n  November 1944 when he w a s  accused of f a v o r i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f a c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  and a g a i n  i n  February 1948. The Yugoslavs 
have never denFed t h i s ,  bu t  i t  must a lso s e r v e  t h e i r  purposes  
today  t o  claim t h a t  t h e y  could  p e r c e i v e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1944 t h a t  
Hoxha was n o t  a t r u s t w o r t h y  Communist. A l l  of t h i s  appea r s  
t o  run  coun te r  t o  t h e  f a c t ,  however, t h a t  Hoxha remained t h e  
l e a d e r  of t h e  p a r t y  and a compliant  tool  of t h e  Yugoslavs 
throughout  t h e  pre-1948 p e r i o d .  One can  a t  l ea s t  s u s p e c t  t h a t  
i f  Xoxe had emerged i n  September 1948 as  leader of  t h e  Albanian 
p a r t y ,  p a r t y  r e c o r d s  today  might show t h a t  it w a s  h e ,  no t  Hoxha, 
who was c r i t i c i z e d  at Yugoslav r e q u e s t  i n  1944 and 1948. 

Fac t iona l i sm w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  however, as  recorded  by 
p a r t y  documents l e d  t o  numerous h igh  l e v e l  purges  between 

ga ined  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  coun t ry ,  two major f a c t i o n s  
had developed:  a p r o l e t a r i a n  f a c t i o n  l e d  by Koci Xoxe, Tuk 
Jakova,  K r i s t o  Themelko and Pandi  Kr i s to ,  and a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f a c t i o n  l e d  by Nako S p i r u ,  L i r i  Gega and S e j f u l l a  Maleshova. 
A t  t h e  p a r t y  plenum a t  Berat i n  November 1944 Hoxha was alleg- 
e d l y  c r i t i c i z e d  for  f a v o r i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  The p r i n c i p a l  
t a rge ts  at t h e  meet ing,  however, were L i r i  Gega, Y m e r  Dishnica  

* 1943 and 1948. By t h e  end of 1944, when t h e  p a r t y  had 



p 

and Maleshova. Nako S p i r u ,  a f r i e n E  of Hoxha's w a s  a l s o  
c r i t i c i z e d .  Gega, a c o l o n e l  of t h e  General  S t a f f  and head 
of t h e  a n t i - f a s c i s t  won;anps f r o n t ,  w a s  removed from t h e  
p o l i t b u r o  and c e n t r a l  committee a t  t h i s  meet ing.  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, Maleshova WRS promoted to t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  Sub- 
s e q u e n t l y ,  however, he  and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f a c t i o n  were a lso purged.  Maleshova was e x p e l l e d  from t h e  
p a r t y  i n  February 1946 f o r  advoca t ing  a n  o p p o r t u n i s t  p o l i c y  
toward t h e  Anglo-American i m p e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  Dishnica ,  
who had been removed from t h e  P o l i t b u r o  ea r l i e r  f o r  h i s  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e  1943 Mukaj agreement on  c o o p e r a t i o n  wi th  
- t h e  Na t iona l  F ron t  ( E a l l i  Kombetar) was a l so  e x p e l l e d  from 
- t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1947. I n  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  same year 
.Spi ru  was demoted and committed s u i c i d e .  His wife  L i r i  
Be l i shova  was c r i t i c i z e d  a t  t h e  same meet ing and e x p e l l e d  
from t h e  p a r t y  i n  February 1948. 

The o u s t e r  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  o f  
Yugoslav predominance i n  Albania t h u s  s u p p o r t s  subsequent  
Albanian c o n t e n t i o n s  t h a t  the Yugoslavs f avored  t h e  p r o l e t a r -  
i a n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e  f a i l u r e  by Hoxha t o  r e i n s t a t e  
any of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  ( e x c l u s i v e  of Bel ishova)  a f t e r  t h e  
break  appea r s  t o  refute  t h e  claim t h a t  Hoxha e i t h e r  s u p p o r t e d '  
or was sympathe t ic  t o  them. And i n  t h e  immediate post-war 
y e a r s ,  a s  t h e  Yugoslavs moved t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  ro le  i n  
Albania ,  t h e r e  w a s  no ev idence  t h a t  e i t h e r  Hoxha, as S e c r e t a r y  
Genera l  of t h e  P a r t y ,  Premier  and Fore ign  M i n i s t e r ,  o r  Xoxe 
a s  M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r ,  was r e s i s t i n g  Yugoslav domina t ion '  
i n  any way. 

I n  t h e s e  post-war y e a r s ,  t h e  economic p l a n s  of t h e  t w o  
c o u n t r i e s  were coord ina ted ,  j o i n t  s t o c k  companies formed, t h e  
c u r r e n c i e s  of t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  made i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ,  and work 
on a customs union begun. By 1947 Yugoslav f i n a n c i a l  a i d  
amounted t o  57 p e r c e n t  of t h e  Albanian budget .  Large numbers 
of Yugoslav economic and m i l i t a r y  a d v i s e r s  were d i s p a t c h e d  t o  
Albania t o  a i d  i n  v a r i o u s  economic p r o j e c t s  and t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
Yugoslav-Albanian c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  war i n  Greece. 

While t h e  Albanians undoubtedly r e s e n t e d  t h e  growing 
dominat ion of Yugoslavia and e s p e c i a l l y  T i t o ' s  o b j e c t i v e  of 
u l t i m a t e l y  annexing Albania t o  a greater Yugoslavia ,  t hey  
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saw CQ a l t e r n a t i v e  S 0 " l Q n g  as  MOSCOW a p p a r e n t l y  suppor t ed  
Yugoslav o b j e c t i v e s .  
QP purged, a l though  few &yere execu ted ,  %or d e v i a t i o n ,  

Those who dared t o  resist w e r e  demoted 

In  J u l y  1947, Hoxha, accompanied by Kapo, v i s i t e d  Moscow 
for  t h e  first t i m e ,  and he way well have been hea r t ened  by 
h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h e r e  $0 under t ake  some r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Yugo- 
s l a v  p l a n s .  If SO, this could e x p l a i n  t h e  CQnf ideAt i a l  memo- 
randum c r i t i c i z i n g  the Albanian program and a t t i t u d e  which the 
Yugoslavs p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Albanian c e n t r a l  committee i n  Novem- 
b e r  1947, This memorandum accused  t h e  Albanian p a s t y  of a n  
ant i -Yugoslav p o l i c y ,  a d h e r i n g  ts a Western and bourgeo i s  cul- 
t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  and ha rbor ing  a n  enemy c o l l a b o r a t o r  (Nako Spisu) .  
I t  also a t t a c k e d  t h e  Albanian F ive  Year P lan  a s  a u t a r c h i c  and 
u n r e a l i s t i c ,  (It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  similarities of 
t h e s e  charges to those w h i ~ h  the  S ~ v i e t s  were to l e v e l  a g a i n s t  
Yugoslavia a few mon%hs later). 
1948 a pleiium of the central  committee was called by Xoxe at 
Yugoslav request (or so Hoxha was l a t e r  t o  claim),  Hoxha him- 
s e l f  was cr i t ic ized ,  and Shehu w a s  removed as  army chief of 
s t a f f  and dismissed from t h e  c e n t r a l  committee f o r  opposing 
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of two Yugoslav d i v i s i o n s  i n t o  Albania  i n  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  G r e e k  g u e r r i l l a  w a r .  

Three months l a te r  i n  February 

Perhaps i n  a tonement ,  Hoxha W m t e  an e d i t o r i a l  for  Zeri 
i P o p u l l i t  i n  January 1945 e n t i t l e d  "What T i t o  Means to 11;11- 
Eaniall i n  which he ex to l led  t h e  hove of t h e  Albanian people  
f o r  T i t o  and h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  both w a r  and peace .  I n  Febru- 
a r y  c e r t a i n  i t e m s  were p laced  on f r e e  sale i n  Albania  which 
t h e  Albanian press exp la ined  a s  p o s s i b l e  because of economic 
b e n e f i t s  from Yugoslavia .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t0o, p u b l i c  t r i b u t e s  
were p a i d  t o  Yugoslavia f o r  p r o g r e s s  on the Durres-Elbasan 
ra i l road  e 

The Break With Yugoslavia 

But Albaniansubmissdveness ts Yugoslav dominat ion was 
n e a r i n g  i ts  end,  In February Bu lga r i an leade r  Dimitrov and 
T i t o  (who s e n t  Kardelj i n  h i s  p l a c e )  w e r e  summoned t o  Moss 
cow and s e v e r e l y  reprimanded by S t a l i n  for t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
t h e i r  p l a n s  f o r  a Yugoslav-Bulgarian f e d e r a t i o n .  S t a l i n  a l so  
condemned t h e  Yugoslavs f o r  p l ann ing  to  sent two d i v i s i o n s  i n -  
to Albania  withQut  c o n s u l t i n g  or in forming  the S o v i e t  leaders. 
T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
A l b a n i a n c e n t r a l  committee meet ing i n  February were s e e k i n g  
S o v i e t  a s s i s t a n c e  to counter Yugoslav d e s i g n s  on Albania .  
And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  .a sudden increase i n  S o v i e t t l i n t e r e s t  
i n  Albania ,became. apparentad In  mid-Waroh 8 S~viet m i l -  . 
i t i try mission, headed by a general and cons$stdng t of I 

15 o f f i c e r s ,  arrived i n  Tiraiia.-ilTihere w a s  R ~ S Q I  an 
I I ,  5 ,  
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i n c r e a s e  i n  v i s i t i n g  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  and by 
t h e  end of May t h e  Albanians were a p p a r e n t l y  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
hope fu l  of  o b t a i n i n g  inc reased  Soviet a s s i s t a n c e  and suppor t  
t h a t  t h e y  were w i l l i n g  t o  s l a p  p u b l i c l y  a t  t h e  Yugoslavs.  On 
25 May, T i t o ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  no o f f i c i a l  g r e e t i n g s  were s e n t .  
The Yugoslav-Albanian C u l t u r a l  Soc ie ty  held a p a r t y  f o r  t h e  
occas ion ,  b u t  t h e  Albanian p r e s s  gave i t  on ly  f i v e  l i n e s  and 
l i s t e d  no p a r t y  members a s  a t t e n d i n g .  On t h e  same n i g h t  
t h e r e  w a s  a meeting of t h e  Soviet-Albanian c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y .  
The p r e s s  devoted 3l  l i n e s  t o  t h e  occas ion  and l i s t e d  Hoxha, 
Xoxe, and o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a s  a t t e n d i n g .  On 31 May M i n i s t e r  - 
o f  Indus t ry  Tuk Jakova (who as r e c e n t l y  as  February had been 
Albanian m i n i s t e r  to  Yugos lav ia) ,  announced t h a t  a t e x t i l e  m i l l  
would. be c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1949 w i t h  machinery s u p p l i e d  by t h e  
USSR, "which fs accord ing  u s  very  g r e a t  a i d  under t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of S t a l i n . "  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  A lban ia ' s  a f d  had come almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y  from Yugoslavia .  Three days  l a t e r  Jakova announced 
a v a s t  p l a n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  machine s t a t i o n s  w i t h  machines t o  
be s e n t  by t h e  USSR. On 11 June t h e  p r e s s  announced t h e  a r r i v a l  
of 100 a g r i c u l t u r a l  machines and other  equipment from t h e  USSR. 

Yugoslav a s s i s t a n c e  cont inued  unabated d u r i n g  these 
months, b u t  on 7 June the  Yugoslav m i n i s t e r  to Albania  Josip 
Djerd ja  was recal led,  never  t o  r e t u r n .  On 24 June t h e  Alban- 
i a n s  expelled the  Yugoslav P o l i t i c a l  C o m m i s s a r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
Albanian army. The order was s i g n e d  by Koci Xoxe. 

Given t h e  degree  of  Albanian submiss iveness  t o  Yugoslavia  
p r i o r  t o  May 1948, i t  seems q u i t e  clear t h a t  t h e  Albanian 
leaders had r ece ived  a s su rances  of S o v i e t  a s s i s t a n c e  and sup- 
port  and had a l r e a d y  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  throw off the Yugo- 
s l a v  yoke b e f o r e  t h e  announcement of t h e  Cominform r e s o l u t i o n  
of 28 June .  And w i t h i n  a week t h e  Albanians had .comple t e ly  
seve red  a l l  t ies  w i t h  Yugoslavia ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  Trea ty  of 
F r i endsh ip  and Mutual A s s i s t a n c e  a (Th'is was no t  cance led  
u n t i l  t h e  Yugoslavs d i d  so  i n  1949) .  A l l  o t h e r  agreements ,  
p r o t o c o l s  and economic t reat ies  w i t h  Yugoslavia were denounced; 
the Yugoslav book s tore  was closed and t h e  s a l e  of Borba banned; 
T i t o ' s  name was ordered excised f r o m  a l l  school books, and h i s  
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p i c t u r e s  removed from p u b l i c  places;  r i g o r o u s  measures a l o n g  
t h e  f r o n t i e r  were i n s t i t u t e d ;  and Yugoslav t e c h n i c i a n s  and ad- 
v i s o r s  were e x p e l l e d .  The c e n t r a l  committee m e t  and "unanimously 
and wholly" suppor t ed  t h e  Cominform r e s o l u t i o n .  On 11 July 
Albania  ordered t h e  expu l s ion  of a l l  remaining Yugoslav o f f i -  
c i a l s  and Pive days l a t e r  e x p e l l e d  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  Yugoslav 
youth b r i g a d e s .  Yugoslav o v e r t  assets i n  Albania  had been 
comple te ly  des t royed .  

Cur ious ly  enough i n  l i g h t  of subsequent  Albanian charges 
and Yugoslav coun te rcha rges ,  it w a s  Koci Xoxe, t h e  Albanian 
" T i t o i s t , "  who took  t h e  l e a d  i n  J u l y  and August i n  denouncing 
t h e  T i t o  regime and l aud ing  t h e  USSR, whereas Enver Hoxha was 
l a r g e l y  i n a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Hsxha was p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  
t h e  v i s i t  of a Sov ie t  m i l i t a r y  d e l e g a t i o n  between 9-14 Ju ly .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  and d e l i v e r i n g  a n  
army day a d d r e s s  on 10 J u l y ,  h e  honored t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  wi th  
a d i n n e r  on 1 2  J u l y  and was on hand f o r  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  on t h e  
1 4 t h .  N e  appeared a g a i n  on 25 J u l y  t o  a d d r e s s  a women's con- 
v e n t i o n  and t o  announce t h a t  a trade d e l e g a t i o n  was d e p a r t i n g  
t h a t  v e r y  day f o r  t h e  USSR. H e  d i d  not  appea r  a g a i n  u n t i l  
mid-September. 

I n  c o n t r a s t  Xoxe w a s  a c t i v e  throughout  t h e  p e r i o d .  I t  
w a s  he who s igned  t h e  orders for t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  agreements  
w i t h  Yugoslavia ,  and t h e  p a r t y ' s  communique of 16 J u l y  reject- 
i n g  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  for thcoming Yugoslav p a r t y  congres s .  
I t  w a s  a l s o  Xoxe who w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  speake r  a t  t h e  Albanian- 
Sov ie t  C u l t u r a l  Soc ie ty  i n  J u l y  a t  w h i c h  h e  w a s  elected P r e s i -  
d e n t ,  and who p res ided  a t  a solemn ceremony organized  i n  T i r ana  
on 2 September on t h e  d e a t h  of Zhdanov. Thus all s i g n s  i n d i -  
cated t h a t  Xoxe was s t r e n g t h e n i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  and p o s s i b l y  
p r e p a r i n g  t o  assume HoxhaVs number one p o s i t i o n .  

The P a r t y  Purged of T i t o i s t s  

and a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee meet ing ,  which  w a s  h e l d  on 13-24 
September, h e  and Pandi Kristo were denounced as t h e  "main a g e n t s  
of t h e  T r o t s k y i t e  Yugoslavs1' w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 
Both were removed from t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and Xoxe w a s  r e p l a c e d  a s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  by Tuk Jakova who had j u s t  r e t u r n e d  
from Moscow w h e r e  h e  had headed the Albanian t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n .  
The d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  plenum were no t  made p u b l i c  u n t i l  21  October, 

Sometime e a r l y  i n  September 1948, however, Xoxe's s t a r  waned; 
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b u t  on 2 October a Counci l  of M i n i s t e r s  meet ing  had announced 
t h a t  Xoxe had been removed from h i s  p o s t  of I n t e r i o r  M i n i s t e r  
and named M i n i s t e r  of I n d u s t r y .  

Hoxha and Jakova dominated t h e  plenum; and Hoxha moved 
r a p i d l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r t y .  
A t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  congress  i n  November, Xoxe and h i s  suppor t -  
ers on the  central  comtklttee were ous t ed  from a l l  p a r t y  and 
s ta te  p o s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Xoxe and Pandi  K r i s t o ,  K r i s t o  
Themelko and Nesti Kerenxhi were dropped from t h e i r  p o l i t b u r o  
and government p o s t s .  Pullumb Dishn ica ,  Xoxhi B l u s h i ,  and 
Vasko Kolec i  were ous t ed  from t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and t h e i r  
government p o s t s .  I n  May 1949, Xoxe, K r i s t o ,  Ko lec i  and two 
o t h e r s  were t r i e d  as h i r e l i n g s  of T i t o ' s  T r o t s k y i s t  n a t i o n a l i s t  
c l i q u e .  Only Xoxe w a s  s en tenced  t o  d e a t h .  The o t h e r s  have all 
subsequent ly  been released from p r i s o n ,  though none was e v e r  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and exone ra t ed ,  as many a l l e g e d  T i t o i s t s  i n  o t h e r  
Satel l i tes  have been. I n  t h e  new l e a d e r s h i p  which emerged from 
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  congress  it was clear t h a t  Hoxha had emerged 
v i c t o r i o u s  i n  h i s  i n t r a - p a r t y  f i g h t  w i t h  Xoxe, bu t  a new p o t e n t i a l  
r i v a l  had emerged i n  t h e  person  of Pdehmet Shehu who had been 
promoted t o  XoxePs number two p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and s t a t e .  

The Sov ie t  Role i n  t h e  1948 Purge 

Hoxha's s i l e n c e  i n  August 1948 can bes t  be exp la ined  by 
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  he w a s  i n  Moscow dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  pre-  
p a r i n g  t h e  purge of Xoxe a n d - h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .  The p a t t e r n  of 
e v e n t s  i n  Albania between September 1948 and May 1949 was t o  
become a fami l ia r - -one  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe as S a t e l l i t e  p a r t i e s  
proceeded t o  i d e n t i f y  and purge " T i t o i s t "  leaders i n  t h e i r  
midst .  I n i t i a l l y  t h e  a l l e g e d  Ti tor iSt  would be p u b l i c l y  de- 
moted i n  h i s  government p o s t  and subsequen t ly  charged as a 
T i t o i s t  and t r ied .  Thus t h e  purge of Xoxe had a l l  t h e  mark- 
i n g s  of a "made i n  Moscow" purge.  

Both t h e  Yugoslavs and Albanians have claimed t h a t  Xoxe 
was pro-Yugoslav and a T i t o  s u p p o r t e r .  Milovan D j i l a s ,  i n  
t h e  account  of h i s  conversatio,:s  w i th  S t a l i n ,  a l s o  a f f i r m s  
t h a t  t h e  Yugoslav l e a d e r s  i n  January  and February 1948 h e l d  
Xoxe i n  much h i g h e r  esteen; t h a n  Hoxha, and r ega rded  t h e  Min- 
ister of I n t e r i o r  as a t r u s t e d  a l l y  i n  t h e  p l a n  t o  u n i t e  R1-  
bania  with Yugoslavia.  But o t h e r  evidence s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  
t h e  middle of 1948 Xoxe and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  had a m a j o r i t y  i n  
t h e  Albanian P o l i t b u r o  and were a t  least not  r e s i s t i n g  the 
break w i t h  Yugoslavia.  So f a r  as can be determined t h e  Al- 
banian P o l i t b u r o  i n  August 1948 was composed of Enver Hoxha, 
Koci Xoxe, Pandi  K r i s t o ,  Tuk Jakova, Hysni Kapo, K r i s t o  Themelko, 
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Gogo Nushi, and Nesti Kerenxhi. Of these e i g h t  men, Kristo, 
Thenellro and Kerenxhi were dropped from t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i n  N o -  
vember 1948 and accused of s u p p o r t i n g  Xoxe. On t h e  b a s i s  of 
t h e s e  charges  theq,Xoxe and h i s  group had a clear m a j o r i t y  
i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  du r ing  August when Jakova and probably  Hoxha 
were i n  Moscow, and might have been expec ted  t o  t r y  t o  seize 
power if t h e y  were working w i t h  t h e  Yugoslavs. It. seems most 
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Hoxha would have depa r t ed  Albania  a t  t h i s  
c r u c i a l  s t a g e  i f  he  i n  fact  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Xoxe and h i s  col- 
l eagues  were T i t o i s t  sympath izers .  Furthermore,  t h e r e  is no 
evidence t ha t  Xoxe made any move t o  c a r r y  o u t  a T i t o i s t  coup 
i n  August and ear ly  September. I n s t e a d ,  he  cont inued  t o  make 
h i s  u s u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  "beloved leader Roxha" i n  h i s  
p u b l i c  speeches  throughout  t h e  p e r i o d  and t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  
anti-Yugoslav campaign. 

While t h e  ev idence  does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  suppor t  pos t -  
1945 a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  Xoxe was T i t o ' s  man, t h e r e  is l i t t l e  
doubt t h a t  MOSCOW'S i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Albania  i n  1948 w a s  a 
l a r g e  f a c t o r  i n  de te rmining  h i s  fa te .  Since t h e  Albanian 
p a r t y  had been nu r tu red  and directed by Yugoslavia ,  it and 
its leaders must have been s u s p e c t  i n  Moscow. While i t  was . 
c l e a r l y  anti-Yugoslav and  had t u r n e d  t o  Moscow for s u p p o r t ,  
a new l e a d e r s h i p  would need t o  be groomed t o  a s s u r e  its re- 
l i a b i l i t y  over  t h e  long  r u n ,  and t h e  o l d  r a n k s  of t h e  p a r t y  
thoroughly purged. I n  dec id ing  f o r  IIoxha and t h e  purge of 
Xoxe, Moscow may w e l l  have been choosing the man i t  con- 
s i d e r e d  t h e  weaker of t h e  two, and m9re amenable t o  d i r e c t i o n .  
But f o r  t h e  longer  h a u l ,  Shehu may well have been the  man 
selected by Moscow as  t h e  most re l iab le  and com2etent Albanian 
t o  l ead  t h e  p a r t y .  T h i s  may e x p l a i n  h i s  sudden promotion t o  
number t w o  p o s i t i o n  i n  the p a r t y  i n  MovemSer 1948. H e  had 
been a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  p a r t i s a n  war, and had 
s p e n t  a longer  t i m e  (1945-46) i n  t h e  USSR t h a n  o t h e r  l e a d i n g  
Albanian f i g u r e s .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  he had been named army 
c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  but p r i o r  t o  November 1948 he had never  he ld  
a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  h i g h e r  t h a n  a l t e r n a t e  member of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee. 
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Hoxha Consol ida tes  His Contro l  of  t h e  P a r t v  

I2 t h i s  indeed was t h e  % v i e t  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  subsequent  
developments have demonstrated t b a t  MIOSCOW \vas no more RUCCCS~- 
ful i n  t r ans fo rming  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  i n t o  a r e l i a b l e  Tjoviet- 
dominated one t h a n  had been t h e  Yugoslavs between 1943 arid 3.948- 
Noreover whereas t h e  p a r t y  was plagued w i t h  Eact ional ism dur ing  
t h e  period of Yugoslav predominance, t h e  k lhan ian  p a r t y  soon 
achieved a remarkable s t a b i l i t y .  

T h e  new p o l i t b u r o  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  November 1948 Congress 
c o n s i s t e d  of f o u r  old members--Hoxha Jakova , Kapo, and Nusbi-- 
and 5 new members--Shehu, Bel ishova , BalPuku, Spahiu, aiid Kolc'rra 
Y i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of Relishova and Spahiu,  a l l  those  added 
i n  194i; are  still  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Albanian p o l i t b u r o  today .  Q i  
t h e  old members, JakQVa was expe l l ed  from p o l i t b u r o  i n  1951 and 
from t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee and p a r t y  i n  1955. Thus t h e  pol-i tbuso 
today  and f o r  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  bas inc luded  only t h r e e  mcn-- 
Hoxha, Kapo, and Nushf-who were members of t h e  politburo i n  
t h e  Yugoslav era of predominance. Kapo was promoted t o  the 
p o l i t b u r o  i n  1946, and Nushi was a p p a r e n t l y  added sometime z f t e r  
t h a t  d a t e .  

3etween t h e  summer of 1948 and April 1952, a thorough p w g e  
of suspec ted  gro-Yugoslav members was undertaken and completed. 
The cent ra l  committee and l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  s i n c c  
tha t  d a t e  h a s  been unusua l ly  s t a b l e .  

A t  t h e  second p a r t y  congress  i n  A p r i l  1952, Hoxha announced 
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ,  which had numbered 2,800 i n  1944 and 29,137 
i n  November 1945, h a d  44,180 members. He also s t a t e d  t h a t  
6,000 members had been purged s i n c e  1943. I f  one c a n  assume 
t h a t  most of t h e s e  purged were pre-1948 members, t h e n  the 
f i g u r e s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a lmost  h a l f  of 1952 membership h a d  
j o i n e d  t h e  p a r t y  s i n c e  t h e  1948 b reak .  ( I n  February 1961 the 
t o t a l  membership numbered 53,659, b u t ' i t  is imposs ib le  t o  
determine how many of these were members i n  1952.) 

Of t h e  59-man c e n t r a l  committee e l e c t e d  i n  1952, %3 were 
:low members. Ten 1943 members had been dropped i n  t h e  inter- 
vening y e a r s .  Since 1952 o n l y  s i x  have been dropped, w h i l e  
*':B new members have been added. All of t h e s e  l a t t e r  are 
members today .  The s i x  1952 members t h a t  were subsequent ly  
ous t  ed w e  re : 

Bedri Spahiu and Tuk Jzksva--ousted from t h e  p a r t y  and 
c e n t r a l  committee i n  1955 f o r  "incompetence. " They were l a t e r  
l a b e l e d  ' tp reeursors  of Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t  e1.ements" i n  t h e  
p a r t y .  



L i r i  B e l i s h o v a  and h e r  husband &qs Como-ousted from 
t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  par ty  and government i n  
1960 for their pro-Soviet  v i e w s .  

Maj. Gen. Panajot  Plaku--who d e f e c t e d  t o  Yugoslavia i n  

Major Gen. Etbem Gjinushi--named a candidate  member i n  

t h e  s p r i n g  of 1957. 

1952, but  dropped a t  t h e  1956 Congress .  

? 
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XI. SOVIET-ALBANIAN HONEYMOON, 1948-1955 . 

i n  t h e  pre-June 1943 pe r iod .  i n  Ti rana  

Albania  i n  J u l y  1948, and t h a t  t h i s  number had expanded t o  
some 3,000 Sov ie t  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  a d v i s e r s  by t h e  end 
of  t h e  year .  T h i s  e s t i m a t e  was probably much too h igh ,  however, 
and to ta l  Sov ie t  personnel  i n  Albania  probably d i d  n o t  exceed 
a thousand du r ing  1948-1949. 

I n  August-September 1948 a n  Albanian trade d e l e g a t i o n ,  
headed by M i n i s t e r  of Indus t ry  Tuk Jakova, v i s i t e d  Moscow and 
concluded t h e  f i r s t  t rade  agreement between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  
During t h e  cour se  of t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r ,  a l l  t h e  Eas t e rn  Euro- 
pean s a t e l l i t e s  s igned  t r a d e  and c u l t u r a l  agreements  and under- 
t ook  t o  share  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  program t o  unde rwr i t e  t h e  Albanian 
economy. When t h e  Counci l  f o r  Mutual Economic A s s i s t a n c e  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  February 1949, Albania  was inc luded .  M i l i t a r y  
a i d  a l s o  marked t h e  i n i t i a l  Sov ie t  a s s i s t a n c e  program--much 
of which  was s l a t e d  f o r  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  Greek g u e r r i l l a  
war, wh ich  t h e  Albanians were t h e n  a s s i s t i n g .  By 1951 t h e  
USSR and t h e  sa te l l i t es  were s u b s i d i z i n g  one - th i rd  of  t h e  
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Albanian budget and p rov id ing  t h e  c a p i t a l  goods necessa ry  t o  
unde r t ake  t h e  a m b i t i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s .  w h i c h  Albania 
began i n  19.49 under  its 2-year p l a n .  

By 1954, Sov ie t  pe r sonne l  i n  Albania  r e p o r t e d l y  inc luded  
t h e  Ambassador and f o u r  d i s t i n c t  mi s s ions  under  h i s  supe rv i -  
s i o n .  These r e p o r t e d l y  inc luded  (1)  a p o l i t i c a l  miss ion  of 
40 f u n c t i o n a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  impor tan t  governmental  
m i n i s t r i e s  or commissions and t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and local 
o f f i c i e s  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r ;  (2) a m i l i t a r y  miss ion  
of 120-130 officers at tached t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Defense,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s taff  and t h e  s t a f f s  of d i v i s i o n s  and b r i g a d e s ;  (3) 
a t e c h n i c a l  mi s s ion  of some 3,000 s p e c i a l i s t s  and t e c h n i c i a n s  . 
i n  mines,  factories,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  and m i l i t a r y  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s ;  and (4) a s m a l l  c u l t u r a l  mi s s ion  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
Sov ie t  p r o f e s s o r s  and a r t i s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s m a l l  numbers of 
S a t e l l i t e  t e c h n i c i a n s  and e n g i n e e r s  were employed i n  v a r i o u s  
s p h e r e s  of  t h e  economy. 

As economic and m i l i t a r y  t ies  expanded, p o l i t i c a l  con- 
t a c t s  broadened. A f t e r  1948, t h e r e  was a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number 
of Albanian p a r t y  leaders a t t e n d i n g  Sov ie t  h i g h e r  p a r t y  and 
m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  each y e a r .  Lesser o f f i c i a l s ,  s t u d e n t s  and 
workers were s e n t  t o  t h e  USSR fo r  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  and 
exchanges of  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and c u l t u r a l  d e l e g a t i o n s  
between Albania  and t h e  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  became a r o u t i n e  
a f f a i r .  

Albanian Adapts t o  t h e  New Course 

Following t h e  d e a t h  of S t a l i n  and t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of 
t h e  new cour se ,  A lban ia ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  Balkan s a t e l l i t e s ,  
made t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  minimal g e s t u r e s  t o  conform. C o l l e c t i v i -  
z a t i o n ,  which had b a r e l y  begun i n  Albania ,  was c u r t a i l e d ,  
a l though  no c o l l e c t i v e s  were abandoned. Peasant  debts w e r e  
c a n c e l l e d  and g r a i n  d e l i v e r y  quo tas  reduced.  I n  August 1953 
t h e  government w a s  r eo rgan ized  and t h e  number of m i n i s t e r s  
reduced i n  accordance  w i t h  the Moscow p a t t e r n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
too Hoxha r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  p o s t s  a s  Foreign and Defense 
M i n i s t e r ,  and a y e a r  l a te r ,  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
of c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Hoxba handed over  
h i s  p o s t  of Premier  t o  Shehu. 

S i m i l a r l y  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  f e l l  i n  s t e p  w i t h  t h e  
USSR and t h e  rest of the b l o c  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  moves t o  improve 
s ta te  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia .  Following t h e  p roposa l  of 
t h e  USSR t o  Yugoslavia i n  t h e  summer of 1953 t h a t  t h e  t w o  
c o u n t r i e s  a g a i n  exchange ambassadors,  t h e  Albanians  fol lowed 
s u i t ,  and d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  were restored i n  December. 
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I n  August 1953 t h e  Albanians,  l i k e  o t h e r  Yugoslav neigh- 
' b o r s ,  f i n a l l y  agreed  t o  a n  o f t - r epea ted  Yugoslav p roposa l  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a mixed commission t o  examine f r o n t i e r  i n c i d e n t s .  
These n e g o t i a t i o n s  d i d  no t  proceed smoothly,  however, and 
were t empora r i ly  suspended i n  September by  t h e  Yugoslavs, who 
claimed t h a t  t h e  Albanians were s tubborn ly  r e j e c t i n g  a l l  t h e i r  
compromise p roposa l s .  During t h e  summer 0f 1954 a bloc pro- 
gram t o  reestablish economic r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia was in -  
augura ted  and new agreements soon concluded. A Soviet-Yugo- 
S l a v  t r a d e  agreement was concluded i n  the fall of 1954, bu t  it 
vias no t  u n t i l  17 May 1955 t h a t  a n  Albanian-Yugoslav t rade 
agreement w a s  s i g n e d .  Three days ear l ie r  t h e  Warsaw Pact  had 
been e s t ab l i shed ,  w i t h  Albania a m e m b e r .  , 

Thus on t h e  eve  of  t h e  Khrushchev-Bulganin s u r p r i s e  v i s i t  
t o  Yugoslavia a t  t h e  end  of May 1955, p a r t y  and s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  
between Moscow and T i rana  were f i r m  and cord ia l .  The Albanians 
had responded s lowly  and h e s i t a n t l y  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  i n i t i a t i v e  
f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  "new course"  and for improving r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Yugoslavia,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  Balkan s ta tes  had responded 
s i m i l a r l y .  B l o c  g e s t u r e s  toward Yugoslavia had been l i m i t e d  
t o  a resumption of trade and d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  and c u r t a i l -  
ment of t h e  psychologica l  war fa re  campaign. The Cominform 
r e s o l u t i o n s  were still  i n  f o r c e  and no th ing  had  been done 
t o  renew p a r t y  r e l a t i o n s  or t o  accord  t h e  Yugoslav l e a d e r s  
a v o i c e  i n  i n t r a - b l o c  a f f a i r s .  Yugoslavia was i n  effect b e i n g  
accorded t h e  same s t a t u s  and t r e a t m e n t  a s  " i m p e r i a l i s t "  
s t a t e s ,  and  t h e  new p o l i c y  towards Belgrade w a s  presumably 
i n t e n d e d  t o  augment t h e  g e n e r a l  Sov ie t  p o l i c y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
of r e l i e v i n g  world t e n s i o n s .  
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111, THE BEGINNING OF THE SOVIET-ALBANIAN DISPUTE 
( 1  955- 1957) 

Khrushchev's bo ld  e f f o r t  t o  resume p a r t y  r e l a t i o n s  and 
to  b r i n g  Yugoslavia back i n t o  t h e  Sov ie t  b l o c  i n  May 1955 in -  
volved a r a d i c a l  change i n  d i r e c t i o n ,  unnerving t h e  Albanian 
l e a d e r s  and c r e a t i n g  a hidden f i s s u r e  i n  Soviet-Albanian rela- 
t i o n s  which was t o  widen and deepen wi th  t h e  passage  of t i m e ,  

A t  t h e  Moscow Conference of Communist p a r t i e s  i n  November 
1960 Khrushchev claimed t h a t  t h e  Albanian P o l i t b u r o  and C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  a s  e a r l y  a s  21  June 1954 gave its w r i t t e n  approva l  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  endeavor t o  " recover  t h e  League of Yugoslav Com- 
munists ."  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  was i n  response  t o  Hoxha's claim a t  
t h e  same conference  t h a t  t h e  Albanians  had no t  been consu l t ed  
beforehand of Khrushchev's p l a n s  and had made known i n  May 1955 
the i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a " u n i l a t e r a l  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  Communist p a r t i e s "  towards Yugoslavia .  

Khrushchev's c l a im of  Albanian concurrence i n  1954 does 
n o t  d i s p r o v e  Hoxha's a s s e r t i o n  of r e s i s t a n c e  i n  1955, and i t  
appea r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  bo th  s t a t e m e n t s  are v a l i d .  I n  concur r ing  
w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  endeavor t o  "recover  t h e  League of Yugoslav 
Communists" i n  1954, t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  probably  be l i eved  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a long-term program, invo lv ing  tactics which would 
s o f t e n  up t h e  Yugoslav Communists t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t hey  would 
i n i t i a t e  moves t o  be r eadmi t t ed  t o  t h e  Cominform on t e r n s  s e t  
by t h e  b l o c  p a r t i e s .  I t  is most improbable t h a t  e i t h e r  Hoxha 
or  Shehu a n t i c i p a t e d  o r  foresaw t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  
p a r t y  on its own i n i t i a t i v e ,  i n  o r d e r  to  win T i t o ' s  f a v o r ,  
would,admit  t h a t  the CPSU, misled  by t h e  machina t ions  of  B e r i a ,  
was t o  blame f o r  t h e  o u s t e r  of t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y  from t h e  
Cominform, o r  would p r e s s  s a t e l l i t e  l e a d e r s  t o  i n i t i a t e  moves 
a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  own s t a t u s .  In  s h o r t  t h e  program agreed  to by 
t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  i n  1954 was presumably one i n  which t h e  
Yugoslavs would v o l u n t a r i l y  make concess ions  and admit  t h e i r  
errors i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  r eadmi t t ance  t o  t h e  Communist bloc-- 
no t  one i n  which t h e  bloc p a r t i e s  would make t h e  concess ions  
and admi t  t h e  errors. Thus i t  seems q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  R 1 -  
ban ian  l e a d e r s  d i d  r e g i s t e r  an  o b j e c t i o n  t o  Khrushchev's i n i t i a -  
t i v e  i n  1955 t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  p a r t y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Belgrade .  
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Developments i n  t h e  summer of 1955 a l s o  t end  to  subs tan-  
t i t i a t e  Hoxha's claim. Addressing t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Assembly i n  
l a te  May, Hoxha, Shehu, and Bal luku made a lmost  i d e n t i c a l  re- 
marks on t h e  Soviet-Yugoslav t a l k s  t h e n  underway i n  Belgrade,  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t hey  were meet ing on ly  minimal Sov ie t  r e q u i r e -  
ments. They expressed  conf idence  t h a t  t h e  t a l k s  would s e r v e  
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  f u r t h e r  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  of  t h e  peoples of t h e  
USSR and t h e  Peoples  Democracies w i t h  t h e  " f r a t e r n a l  Yugoslav 
peop les , "  and expressed  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  t a l k s  would " in  a 
Marxis t  manner" pave t h e  way t o  coope ra t ion  and mutual t r u s t  
between o u r  par t ies . "  
almost i d e n t i c a l  words t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  Soviet-Yugoslav t a l k s .  

Again i n  a speech on 28 May, Hoxha used 

A f t e r  d e p a r t i n g  Eelgrade  Khrushchev m e t  wi th  Bulgar ian  
l e a d e r s  i n  S o f i a ,  and w i t h  RumanPan, Hungarian and Czech lead-  
ers i n  Bucha res t ,  for a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  t r i p .  
A t  bo th  sessions t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  were conspicuous ly  ab- 
s e n t .  I n s t e a d  Hoxha and Shehu remained a t  home and c a r r i e d  
o u t  t h e  f i r s t  purge of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
A c e n t r a l  committee meet ing was assembled i n  mid-June a t  which 
t w o  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  members, Tuk Jakova and Bedr i  Spahiu,  
were e x p e l l e d  from t h e i r  p a r t y  and government p o s t s  for "in- 
competence," L a t t e r  t hey  were .publ ic ly  labeled by Hoxha a s  
"p recu r so r s  of Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t  e lements  i n  t h e  p a r t y , "  
wh i l e  w i t h i n  p a r t y  c i rc les  i t  was exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  two men 
had p res sed  f o r  c loser  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  Yugoslavia and t h e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of Koci Xoxe. 

The Jakova-Spahiu A f f a i r  

t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  Khrushchev-Tito 
meet ing i n  Belgrade would r e v i v e  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and p r o - T i t o i s t  
e lements  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  i t  is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  e i t h e r  Jakova 
or  Spahiu was pro-Yugoslav, o r  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Yugoslav a g e n t s  
i n  1955. I n s t e a d ,  it is more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  were mere ly  sup- 
p o r t i n g  t h e  Sov ie t  l i n e  i n  1955. Both men had p layed  prominent 
roles  i n  t h e  Albanian break w i t h  Yugoslavia i n  June 1948. A t  
t h e  c r u c i a l  Albanian c e n t r a l  committee meeting i n  September 
1948, i t  was Jakova, having  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from Moscow, who was 
named t o  r e p l a c e  Xoxe as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  and l e d  t h e  
a t t a c k s  on Xoxe and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  a s  " t h e  main a g e n t s  of t h e  
T r o t s k y i t e  Yugoslavs" i n  t-he Albanian p a r t y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Spahiu 

Though t h e  purge  of Jakova and Spahiu was a clear r e f l e c -  
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hac! been t h e  p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t h  i n  t h e  Xoxe t r i a l  and i n  charge  
o f  assembling t h e  ev idence  a g a i n s t  hini. N e i t h e r  of t h e s e  men 
could be r ega rded  a s  pro-Yugoslav or indeed f a v o r i n g  c l o s e r  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Yugoslavia f o r  its own s a k e .  Both m e n ,  how- 
evex,  had l o s t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  under t h e  Hoxha-Shehu leader -  
s h i p  and been d i smis sed  from t h e  p o l i t b u r o  i n  1951 for "oppor- 
t u n i s t i c  views." They remained m e m b e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  comnxittee 
and i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  would have been aware o f  t h e  Albanian leader -  
ship's r e l u c t a n c e  t o  go a l o n g  wi th  t h e  new Soviet approach t o  
Yugoslavia i n  Pay 1955. They may well have s e e n  i n  t h i s  an  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  improve t h e i r  own s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  for. i t  
must have seemed appa ren t  t o  them t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  would be re- 
quired t o  a d j u s t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  l i n e .  They map well have 
spoken up i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee meet ing a g a i n s t  t h e  Albanian 
remonstrance t o  t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  i n  May, and the reby  e s t a b l i s h e d  
themselves  a s  ready  targets f o r  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  i n  its 
de te rmina t ion  t o  quash i n  its in fancy  any encouragement w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r t y  f o r  a change i n  p a r t y  l i n e .  

8 

i 

B lbania  Cold Toward Yugoslav Rapprochement 

The purge OP the  Albanian p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  June 1955 
was fol lowed on 17 and 21 J u l y  by a two-part e d i t o r i a l  i n  Z e r i  
- i P o p u l l i t  w h i c h c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Hoxha and company had 
no i n t e n t i o n  of modifying Albanian i n t e r n a l  pol ic ies  or of ad- 
m i t t i n g  any p a s t  esr.ors i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia ,  as  the 
S o v i e t s  were t h e n  a d m i t t i n g .  

The a r t i c l e s  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
bourgeois  i d e o l o g i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  and f o r  t h e  first t i m e  
i n  t w o  y e a r s  r e f e r r e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  T i t o i s t  Xoxe and t h e  
damage he had done t o  t h e  p a r t y .  "Even a t  p r e s e n t , "  t h e  f i r s t  
a r t i c l e  noted ,  " t h e  ddscovery of a n t i - p a r t y  e lements  i n  t h e  
r a n k s  of t h e  p a r t y  is no t  t h e  l eas t  s u r p r i s i n g , "  because r e m -  
n a n t s  of bourgeois  ideology w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  s t i l l  ex is ted  and 
the p r e s s u r e  of the c lass  enemy on p a r t y  members con t inued .  
Uiider t h e s e  c i r cums tances ,  t h e  a r t ic les  concluded,  t h e  s t r c g g l e  
of t h e  p a r t y  should be d i r ec t ec !  a g a i n s t  any k ind  of l i b e r z l l s m  and 
opportunism i n  the r a n k s  of t h e  p a r t y  and a g a i n s t  bourgeo i s  na- 
t i o n a l i s m .  

Another ev idence  o f  t h e  c o o l n e s s  of t h e  Albanian response  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  i n i t i a t i v e  toward Yugoslavia i n  1955 appeared i n  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  exchange f i e l d .  Whereas t h e  exchange of p a r l i a -  
mentary,  economic, c u l t u r a l  and a t h l e t i c  d e l e g a t i o n s  between 
Yugoslavia and b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  r a p i d l y  developed and expanded 
d u r i n g  1955, such  exchanges between Albania and Yugoslavia  
were a lmost  non-exis ten t  I 
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I t  was n o t  u n t i l  mid-August, however, t h a t  Yugoslavia took 
po in ted  n o t i c e  of t h e  Albanian a t t i t u d e .  
s l a y i n g  of a Yugoslav he rde r  i n  a f r o n t i e r  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  Yugo- 
s l a v  p r e s s  on 20 .lugwst s e v e r e l y  attacked t h e  Albanian leaders 
for  opposing b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  and noted  t h a t  Yugoslav r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Albania  were worse t h a n  with any o t h e r  s a t e l l i t e .  Though 
a d m i t t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t he  Albanian r e sponse  
t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Yugoslav n o t e  o n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  no more apolo-  
get ic  i n  tone  t h a n ' a  s i m i l a r  on@ a y e a r  ear l ie r ,  and t h e  A10an- 
i a n s  o f f e r e d  t o  pay o n l y  h a l f  of t h e  compensation demanded by 
the  Yugoslavs f o r  t h e  d e a t h .  

The s h a r p  Yugoslav cr i t ic ism of  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  
co inc ided  with Hoxha's first v i s i t  t o  Moscow s i n c e  Khrushchev's 
Belgrade  p i l g r i y a g e .  Hoxha departed f o r  Moscow on 18 Augus t  
and d i d  not r e t u r n  u n t i l  3 September. During t h i s  t i m e  Khru- 
shchev and o ther  S o v i e t  leaders probably  devoted c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e f f o r t  a t  a l l a y i n g  Albanian fears  and encouraging  the  Albanian 
leaders t o  t o n e  down t h e i r  ant i -Yugoslav polemics--and w i t h  
some s u c c e s s .  Albanian-Yugoslav r e l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  remainder 
of t h e  yea r  g r a d u a l l y  improved. I n  h i s  review of f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  
on  1 4  Rovember Yugoslav Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  Popovic was a b l e  t o  
say :  "The Albanian government h a s  of l a t e  shown r e a d i n e s s  t o  
set t le  some of t h e  e x i s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from ear l ier  

Commenting on t h e  

- -  - 
r e l a t i o n s ,  and t h e  Yugoslav government e x p e c t s  t h a t  t he  settlle- 
ment of a l l  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  create. t h e  bas i s  for good 
neighbor ly  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s . "  

its two top leaders departed Albania  a t  t h e  same t i m e  i n  Pebru- 
a r y  1956 t o  a t t e n d  t h e  20th  S o v i e t  P a r t y  Congress.  The r e p o r t s  
and conc lus ions  of t h e  Congress were widely p u b l i c i z e d  i n  A l -  
b a n i a ,  and i n  e a r l y  March 10,000 copies of Khrushchev's r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  Congress were pub l i shed  i n  T i r a n a .  On 14 A p r i l ,  a f t e r  
h i s  r e t u r n  from Moscow, Hoxha pub l i shed  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  -- Z e r i  i 
P o p u l l i t  endor s ing  t h e  Congresses d e c i s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  ad- 
mis s ion  t h a t  S t a l i n  i n  h i s  la ter  y e a r s  had committed errors. 
Iloxha also admi t ted  t h a t  "errors have been committed i n  o u r  
coun t ry , "  and stressed t h e  need f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  
l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  p a r t y ' s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  masses, and f o r  
gua rd ing  a g a i n s t  t h e  ove rzea lousness  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  police.  

I t  appeared momentarily t h a t  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  was 
a t  l a s t  moving t o  mod i fy  i ts i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s  and its r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Yugoslavia i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  Sov ie t  policy, 
But w i t h i n  a month t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  was a g a i n  s t r o n g l y  re- 
s i s t i n g  any changes i n  its S t a l i n i s t  practices or its r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Yugoslavia .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e ' h i s t o r y  OP t h e  Albanian p a r t y  
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A s  e l sewhere  i n  Eas t e rn  Europe i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1956, 
t h e  Albanian leaders were suddenly faced w i t h  a s u r g e  of na- 
t i o n a l i s m ,  demands for g r e a t e r  i n t e r n a l  p a r t y  democracy, and 
for  re forms t o  correct past  errors and i n j u s t i c e s .  B u t  a t  
t h e  f irst  signs of danger  Hoxha and Shehu cracked down hard 
o n ' a l l  p o t e n t i a l  d i s s i d e n t  e lements  and r e f u s e d  to bow t o  the 
S o v i e t  p r e s s u r e s  of t h e  moment. 

T i r ana  Conference,  A p r i l  1956 

I t  was probably  t h e  developments a t  T i r a n a  municipal  
p a r t y  conference  a t  t h e  end of A p r i l  which r e k i n d l e d  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ' s  fears and brought  abou t  t h e  a b r u p t  r e t u r n  t o  
p rev ious  p o l i c i e s .  
s even  members of t h e  T i r ana  munic ipa l  committee rose one after 
t h e  o t h e r  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  p a r t y  
leadership. 
i n g  t h e  i d e a l s  of Communism and p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  c u l t  0.9 personal -  
i t y ,  and demanded t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of Koci Xoxe. They a l s o  
c r i t i c i zed  Alban ia ' s  p o l i c y  of t o t a l  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  USSR and 
advoca ted  a " T i t o i s t "  p o l i c y  of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  both E a s t  and 
West. The t o n e  of t h e  speeches ,  however, was n o t  inflammatory 
and they  were a p p a r e n t l y  in t ended  t o  cause  a reasoned r e a p p r a i s a l  
of t h e  o l d  l i n e  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a new one.  The speeches 
were e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  applauded,  and t h e  o n l y  p o l i t b u r o  member 
a t  t h e  morning s e s s i o n ,  Defense M i n i s t e r  Ballulcu, made no answer 
t o  t h e  speeches b u t  a b r u p t l y  ad journed  t h e  morning s e s s i o n  a t  
10:45 a.m. By t h e  t i m e  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  convened a t  3 p.m. 
t h e  c i t y  was f i l l e d  w i t h  r e p o r t s  of t h e  morning s e s s i o n ,  and t h e  
s t reet  o u t s i d e  the conference  b u i l d i n g  was crowded w i t h  people. 
A l l  f u l l  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee appeared fo r  t h e  after- 
noon s e s s i o n ,  a t  which Enver Hoxha cas t iga ted  the  morning speak- 
ers as a n  " a n t i - p a r t y  group." He was followed by other  members 
of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee who spoke i n  t h e  same vein. Accoreing 
t o  a p a r t y  member who a t t e n d e d  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of those 
p r e s e n t  (approximately 250) had expec ted  Hoxha and t h e  other lead- 
ers t o  endorse  t h e  views of t he  morning speeches, and sa t  i n  s tony  
s i l e n c e  through t h e  a f t e r n o o n  speeches .  
t h r e e  of t h e  morning s p e a k e r s  made abject speeches  of s e l f - c r i t i -  
cism. The other f o u r  r e f u s e d  t o  retract  and were arrested t h a t  
same evening.  

The Gega A f T a i r  

On the  second morning of t h i s  conference ,  

The s p e a k e r s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  p a r t y  leaders for  abandon- 

When t h e  a t t a c k s  ended, 

The Albanian s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  moved r a p i d l y  t o  apprehenc? a l l  
other  p o t e n t i a l  d e v i a t i o n i s t s .  I t  was probably  a t  t h i s  time t h a t  
L i r i  Gega, who had been a t o p  p a r t y . l e a d e r  i n  t h e  wartime p a r t i s a n  
p e r i o d ,  he r  husband Major Genera l  D a l i  Ndreu ,  and Petro Bula tova ,  
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a Yugoslav n a t i o n a l ,  were arrested,  Gega had been e x p e l l e d  
from t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and p a r t y  i n  1944 i n  a f a c t i o n a l .  f i g h t  
w i t h  Xoxe, and i n  1956 was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  a s c h o o l t e a c h e r  
n e a r  F i e r .  Her husband Ndreu had a l so  been a l e a d i n g  wartime 
p a r t i s a n  o f f i c e r  b u t  was d ismissed  from t h e  Army i n  1948 and 
g iven  minor economic posts.  
Minis ter  of I n d u s t r y .  On 22 November 1956, Gega, Ndreu and 
Bulatova were executed  on cha rges  of be ing  " l inked  wi th  t h e  
esp ionage  o f  a f o r e i g n  count ry"  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  "grave crimes 
a g a i n s t  t h e  people  and government 

The arrest  and e x e c u t i o n  of t h e s e  t h r e e  is clouded i n  
m y s t e r y ,  b u t  t h e  exchange of r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  between Moscow and 
T i r a n a  s i n c e  1960 make c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Gega case played an i m -  
p o r t a n t  e a r l y  role  i n  Soviet-Albanian d i f f e r e n c e s .  A t  t h e  time 
o f  her  execu t ion ,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Gega and h e r  husband had 
been c o n t a c t e d  by Yugoslav a g e n t s  who were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  organ- 
ize  some of t h e  former t o p  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  stage a r e v o l t  
a g a i n s t  Hoxha and Shehu. The cha rges  l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  them by 
Albanian a u t h o r i t i e s ,  combined w i t h  t h e  compl i c i ty  of a Yugo- 
s l a v  n a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  a f f a i r ,  tended t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  these re- 
ports .  I t  seems d o u b t f u l ,  however, t h a t  Gega, having been d i s -  
missed from power and t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  pe r iod  of Yugoslav pre- 
dominance i n  Albania ,  still  r e t a i n e d  i n  1956 any s t r o n g  sympathy 
f o r  t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y .  Rather  it would appear  more p l a u s i b l e  
t h a t ,  l i k e  Jakova and Spahiu a y e a r  ear l ie r ,  s h e  s a w  i n  t h e  81- 
b a n i a n ' s  l e a d e r s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  p o l i c y  
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t r i k e  a t  h e r  o l d  enemies i n  t h e  p a r t y  and 
r e g a i n  power and i n f l u e n c e  by s u p p o r t i n g  S o v i e t  ob jec t ives - -  
which meant suppor t  of Yugoslav o b j e c t i v e s  a lso a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

The importance of h e r  c a s e  is a l so  demonstrated by h e r  
execu t ion ,  a long  wi th  h e r  two accompl ices ,  as  i t  is almost 
unprecedented i n  Albanian p a r t y  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  1948. When Xoxe 
and h i s  accomplices were t r i e d  on s i m i l a r  cha rges  i n  1949, on ly  
Xoxe was executed wh i l e  t h e  remainder  have a l l  been subsequen t ly  
r e l e a s e d  from p r i s o n .  Gega and h e r  accomplfces  are  t h e  only 
a n t i - p a r t y  members which t h e  regime has  a d m i t t e d l y  executed  
s i n c e  1949. The u s u a l  method of d i s p o s a l  of former impor tan t  
p a r t y  members has  been imprisonment and/or ass ignment  to  minor 
p o s i t i o n s  o u t s i d e  T i r ana .  

I n  1956 he was r e p o r t e d l y  a Deputy  

Thus t h e  exchange between Khrushchev and Hoxha over  Gega's 
e x e c u t i o n  a t  p a r t y  meet ings i n  Moscow i n  1960 and 1961 assumes 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  A t  t h e  Moscow Conference i n  November 1960 
Hoxha claimed t h a t  a t  t h e  t h i r d  8 l b a n i a n . p a r t y  congres s  (&lay 
1956) " informat ion  about  t h e  physical.  l i q u i d a t i o n  of Yugoslav 
a g e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a pregnant  woman, was pu t  o u t . "  And i n  his 
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r e p o r t  t o  t h e  22nd P a r t y  Congress i n  Moscow i n  October 1961, 
Khrushehev admi t ted  t h a t  t h e  CBW had i n t e r v e n e d  wi th  Albanian 
leaders o n  beha l f  of L i r i  Cega. H e  said t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
had "proceeded from humani ta r ian  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and from a 
d e s i r e  t o  avo id  t h e  Shoot ing  of  a woman, who moreover, was I 

p regnant  ." Rather  t h a n  humani ta r ian  r e a s o n s ,  it was probably 
Yugoslav p r e s s u r e  as w e l l  as a. genuine Sov ie t  i n t e r e s t  i n  pro- 
t e c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were espous ing  p o l i c i e s  which Moscovr 
w a s  endors ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e  which mot iva ted  Sov ie t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
i n  t h e  Gega case. There is l i t t l e  r eason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  however, 
t h a t  Gega was i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  Sov ie t  a g e n t s  o r  t h a t  t h e  USSR 
w a s  a c t i v e l y  promoting her c l i q u e  as an  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  
Hoxha-Shehu l e a d e r s h i p .  A l l  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  Sovie t  
leaders i n  1956 directed t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a t  s a t e l l i t e  leaders 
themselves  t o  win t h e i r  suppor t  for  more l i be ra l  p o l i c i e s ,  
and no ev idence  t h a t  t h e y  sought  t o  overthrow any e x i s t i n g  
l e a d e r s h i p  by s u b v e r s i v e  or c o v e r t  means. 

Gega and h e r  husband w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  under  arrest and 
p o s s i b l y  sen tence  of d e a t h  as e a r l y  as May 1956. T h e i r  ex- 
e c u t i o n  was delayed as a r e s u l t  of Soviet p r e s s u r e .  But a t  
t h e  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  fo l lowing  t h e  Hungarian r e v o l u t i o n  and 
t h e  resumption of Soviet-Yugoslav r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  i n  November, 
Gega and f r i e n d s  were executed .  I t  was no t  u n t i l  26 March 
1957 t h a t  Pravda r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n  a n t i - p a r t y  group,  i n c l u d i n g  
L i r i  Gega andl i  Ndreu, "which w a s  p r e p a r i n g  an  u p r i s i n g  
vas d i scove red  not long ago i n  Ti rana ."  

I 

P r e s s u r e  to R e h a b i l i t a t e  Xoxe 

3ut it was no t  on ly  w i t h  t h e  Gega a f f a i r  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  
leaders were i n t e r v e n i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n  i n t e r n a l  p a r t y  a f f a i r s  
i n  Albania .  In h i s  7 November 1961 speech on t h e  20th  anniver -  
sary of t h e  founding of the Albanian p a r t y ,  Hoxha claimed tha t  
i n  A p r i l  and May 1956 the Soviet l e a d e r s h i p ,  th rough M. Suslov 
and P. Pospelov,  t r i ed  t o  persuade  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  "to re- 
h a b i l i t a t e  t h e  t r a i t o r  Koci Xoxe." H e  noted  t h a t  t h i s  a t tempt  
had been made p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e  time of the T i r a n a  municipal  
p a r t y  conference  i n  A p r i l ,  a t  which o p p o r t u n i s t  e lements  had 
"endeavored t o  c a r r y  o u t  a p l o t "  with t h e  direct  encouragement 
of Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s  e 

The Albanian l e a d e r s  probably  regarded  t h e s e  p r e s s u r e s  
as aimed p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e i r  own overthrow and replacement  by 
pe r sons  more a c c e p t a b l e  t o  T i t o .  Substance t o  t h i s  view was 
probably  added by a Yugoslav Nova Makedonlye news ar t ic le  on 
14 May 1956 r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  61-1 sponsored by Premier Shehu 
had been twice d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  Albanian pa r l i amen t .  T h i s  
s p u r i o u s  s t o r y  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  a t  t h e  time as a 
Yugoslav effor t  t o  f o r c e  Shehu o u t ,  
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Proof t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  p r e s s u r e  t o  rehabi l i ta te  Xoxe w a s  
merely a s t e p  p re l imina ry  t o  u n s e a t i n g  Hoxha or Shehu or both 
probably  came a few months l a te r  when t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  
made t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  p r i v y  t o  a secret  communication 
which Khrushchev s e n t  t o  T i t o  on 9 November 1956. T h i s  l e t t e r  
stated i n  p a r t :  "We ( the c e n t r a l  committee of t h e  CPSU) no te  
wi th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  B r i o n i  t a l k s  (September 1956) 
you f u l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  ou r  p o s i t i o n  on comrade Janos Kadar as  
a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i t h  r e v b l u t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
Hungary. You were Pu l ly  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t ha t  t h e  cen- 
t r a l  committee of t h e  CPSU, s i n c e  t h e  summer of t h i s  y e a r ,  i n  
connec t ion  wi th  t h e  removal of Rakosi ,  h a s t r i e d  t o  have Com- 
rade Kadar made first secretary of t h e  cen t ra l  committee of 
t h e  Hungarian Workers p a r t y  o "  

Hoxha and Shehu were wi thout  doubt a p p a l l e d ,  though 
probably  not  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h a t  Khrushchev had 
c o n s u l t e d  wi th  T i t o  about  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of ano the r  Communist 
p a r t y .  They must have i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  as proof t h a t  t h e  
p r e s s u r e  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  Xoxe w a s  merely a p r e l i m i n a r y  s t e p  
i n  f o r c i n g  t h e i r  own removal,  j u s t  as the  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of 
RaJk i n  Hungary and Kostov i n  B u l g a r i a  had inexorab ly  led t o  
t h e  removal of Rakosi and demotion of Chervenkov r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
I n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  T i t o  back i n t o  t h e  b loc  i t  was clear, 
i n  Albanian e y e s ,  t h a t  Khrnshchev w a s  w i l l i n g  and ready  t o  
s a c r i f i c e  s a t e l l i t e  leaders who were obnoxious t o  T i t o o  T h i s  
clear evidence of t h e  treachery of Khrushchev must have s e v e r l y  
shaken t h e  conf idence  of t h e  Albanian leaders i n  t h e i r  t ies  
wi th  Moscow. It was h igh  t i m e  t o  f i n d  a more re l iab le  a l l y  
and it w a s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h a t  the  Albanian l e a d e r s  began t o  
show i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  Communist China (see Chapter  5) .  

Albanian Th i rd  P a r t y  Congress ,  1956 

Yie ld ing  j u s t  enough t o  meet t h e  Sov ie t  minimal r e q u i r e -  
men t s ,  Hoxha i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  the  T h i r d  Albanian p a r t y  congress  
which convened on 25 May p a i d  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  "va luab le  d e c i s i o n s "  
of t h e  Sov ie t  20th p a r t y  congres s .  I n  the a r e a  of f o r e i g n  
policy--disarmament and t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t he  Sov ie t  government 
t o  reduce  its armed f o r c e s ,  t h e  L e n i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e  of p e a c e f u l  
c o e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e .  no rma l i za t ion  of r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Yugoslavia-- 
he expres sed  complete s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  USSR. 
proceeded t o  make c lear  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no f u r t h e r  d e s t a l i n -  
i z a t i o n  i n  Albania  and no r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of Xoxe. Though ad- 
m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had committed e r r o r s  i n i t s  e v a l u a t i o n  of 
t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y ,  he put  t h e  blame f o r  t h i s  on t h e  machi- 
n a t i o n s  of Beria, ( a s  t h e  S o v i e t s  had done) and on t h e  crimes 
of Xoxe, whom he f l a t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e .  

But he t h e n  

Xoxe had 
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t l r ece ived  t h e  punishment he deserved, If Hoxha said,  Ira punish- 
ment which had the  complete  approva l  of t h e  par ty ."  Hoxha also 
admi t ted  t h a t  S t a l i n  i n  h i s  l a t e  y e a r s  had committed errors  
and developed a c u l t  of p e r s o n a l i t y ,  which had some marked 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Albanian p a r t y ,  b u t  h e a h i m e d t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  had dealt  w i th  t h i s  problem at a c e n t r a l  committee meet- 
i n g  as e a r l y  as J u l y  1954 "and d o t t e d  t h e  i * s  and c r o s s e d  t h e  
t g s  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n , "  

Later i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  Hoxha deal t  wi th  t h e  purge of Jakova 
and Spahiu i n  June 1955 and t h e  open d i s s i d e n c e  mani fes ted  at 
t h e  T i r a n a  p a r t y  conference  i n  A p r i l  1956. Jakova and Spahiu,  
he said,  had a t tempted  t o  s p l i t  t h e  p a r t y  and d e n i g r a t e  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and had advocated t h a t  t he  "co r rec t "  Marxist- 
L e n i n i s t  l i n e  of t h e  p a r t y  be abandoned for a g e n e r a l  l i n e  
characterized by "oppor tun i s t ,  T r o t s k y i t e ,  n a t i o n a l  bourgeois  
t endenc ie s . "  The d i s s i d e n t  e lements  at t h e T i E a n a P a r t y  
Conference,  c o n s i s t i n g  of "s ickening" i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
bourgeois  classes, had asked for t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of purged 
p a r t y  members and maintained t h a t  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
Yugoslavia were n o t  be ing  developed r a p i d l y  enough e Hohxa 
warned t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  w a s  hand l ing  t h i s  matter i n  a s p i r i t  
of Marxism-Leninism and would n o t  to lerate  any o u t s i d e  in-  
t e r f e r e n c e  * 

L i r i  Belshova also admit ted i n  her speech t o  the Congress 
t h a t  many Communist i n t e l l e c t u a l s  e who were l'immature" Marx- 
ists, had been p a r t i c u l a r l y  outspoken s i n c e  t h e  Sov ie t  Con- 
g r e s s  i n  t h e i r  demands for l iberalism i n  p a r t y  and state 
p o l i c i e s  and for r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  wi th  f o r e i g n  ideology.  She 
also admit ted the  exPstence of an t i -Sov ie t  e lements  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  who complained t h a t  there were t o o  many s l o g a n s  :and t o o  
much s a i d  about t h e  Goviet-4Jnion She said 8eve're heasu res  had 
a l r e a d y - b e e w t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e - e x p r e s s i n g  such s e n t i m e n t s .  

Hoxha concluded h i s  speech w i t h  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  had made no  mis t akes ,  "because it fol lowed t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee on its c o r r e c t  way, because our p a r t y  h a s  always 
been correct, because every  one of its s t e p s  and a c t i o n s  has  
been made i n  suppor t  of t h e  h i g h  i n t e r e s t s  of our  people ,  and  
because it has  b u i l t  up its g e n e r a l  l i n e  on t h e  expe r i ence  of 
t h e  g l o r i o u s  CPSUulv I 

I 
To demonstrate  t h e  accuracy of Hsxha 'suXairnsthat  t h e  I 

I 
Albanian p a r t y  l i n e  w a s  c o r r e c t  and its membership s o l i d l y  1 

u n i t e d ,  t h e  p a r t y  congres s  proceeded t o  re-elect a l l  t h e  mem- 
bers of t h e  1952 p o l i t b u r o .  The old c e n t r a l  comrhittee wa5 I 

also r e - e l e c t e d  $0 to to  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of Jaksva and Spahiu 
who had been o u s W m l . 9 5 5 ,  and Major General Ethem G j i n i s h i ,  
who had been elected a c a n d i d a t e  member i n  1952. 

I 
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Sov ie t  P r e s s u r e s  Relaxed 

Although Moscow was probably chagr ined  a t  the i n t r a n s i - -  
gentAlbanian a t t i t u d e ,  p r e s s u r e  f o r  change was probably  eased  
w i t h  t h e  outbreak  of the Poznan r i o t s  i n  Poland a t  t h e  end 
of June 1956. The S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  stage began t o  
ev idence  s i g n s  of alarm. On 30 June t h e  S o v i e t  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee i s s u e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  warning t h a t  bourgeo i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l -  
ists were seek ing  to  cause  confus ion  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munist  ran@, and on 16 J u l y  Pravda denounced " n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munism." The immediate react- t h e  Sov ie t  leaders t o  
t h e  Poznan r i o t s  w a s  t o  blame i m p e r i a l i s t  and r e a c t i o n a r y  
agents who had t a k e n  advantage of "ce rka in  economic d i f  f i c u l -  
t ies"  add t o  d i scourage  the P o l i s h  l e a d e r s  from admi t t i ng  
e r r o r s  or assuming some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r i o t s .  I n  t h e  
face of growing popu la r  u n r e s t  and deepening p a r t y  f a c t i o n a l i s m  
i n  Hungary, t h e  S o v i e t  leaders concurred i n  t h e  removal of 
Rakosi i n  J u l y  but  encouraged h i s  replacement  by t h e  conserva-  
t i v e  S t a l i n i s t  Gero. I n  e a r l y  September t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  dis-  
t r i b u t e d  a secret c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  warning each of t h e  sa te l l i t es  
a g a i n s t  following t h e  Yugoslav example and c i t i n g  $he USSR as 
t h e  c o r r e c t  model. 

It is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Alban ian  l e a d e r s  a f t e r  J u l y  were 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  any renewed Sov ie t  p r e s s u r e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  destal-  
i n i z a t i o n  or concess ions  t o  T i t o .  Neve r the l e s s ,  Albanian 
fears of a resumption of Soviet-Yugoslav p r e s s u r e  w e r e  prob- 
a b l y  r ev ived  and exacerbated by t h e  exchange of v i s i t s  between 
T i t o  and Khrushchev i n  l a t g  September and e a r l y  October .  As 
EIoxha was t o  s ta te  a t  t h e  November 1960 Moscow Conference,  Why 
were t h e r e  so many meet ings w i t h  T i t o  i n  B r i o n i ,  and none w i t h  
us? l' 

S a t e l l i t e  a f f a i r s  were indeed  a major s u b j e c t  of d i scus -  
s i o n  a t  these meet ings as T i t o  w a s  t o  acknowledge p u b l i c l y  i n  
mid-November 1956. During h i s  t r iumphant  t o u r  o r  t h e  USSR i n  
June,  T i t o  s a i d ,  he argued s t r o n g l y  for t h e  removal of Rakosi ,  
and a t  B r i o n i  i n  September he expres sed  s t r o n g  d isappoin tment  
i n  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  because "Gero d i f f e r e d  i n  no way from Rakosi." 
Although t h e  Sovie t  leaders still "had c e r t a i n  wrong and ob- 
j e c t i o n a l  v i e w s  on r e l a t i o n s d . . w i t h  Poland,  Hungary, and 
o t h e r s , * 1  T i t o  w a s  no t  t o o  d iscouraged  because he "saw t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  not  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  e n t i r e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  
bu t  on ly  of a p a r t  which t o  some degree had imposed t h i s  at-  
t i t u d e  on o t h e r s . "  
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The Hungarian r e v o l u t i o n  r e v e r s e d  t h e  c o u r s e  of e v e n t s  
in E a s t e r n  Europe and pe rmi t t ed  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  t o  
assume a g a i n  a more comfor tab le  p o s i t i o n  towardd Yugoslavia.  
I n  t h e  immediate a f t e rma th  of the r e v o l u t i o n ,  Hoxha was t h e  
f i r s t  of t h e  bloc l e a d e r s  t o  a t t a c k  Yugoslavia and t o  blame 
i t  f o r  p a r t i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  "Hungarian counter -  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  And he was able t o  do  so  w i t h  Sov ie t  suppor t .  
On 8 November Pravda p r i n t e d  an  a r t ic le  w r i t t e n  by Hoxha on 
t h e  15th ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  founding of t h e  Albanian p a r t y .  
Without s p e c i f i c a l l y  naming Yugoslavia ,  Hoxha v igo rous ly  
a t t a c k e d  "some e l e m e n t s  who want t o  l u r e  Communists and t h e  
peoples  wi th  t h e i r  s l o g a n s  of some brand of ' s p e c i a l  social- 
i s m '  or some sor t  of 'democracy' which s a v o r s  of any th ing  but  
a p r o l e t a r i a n  sp i r i t . "  

Three days later speaking  a t  Pu la ,  T i t o  a n g r i l y  a t t a c k e d  
Hoxha p e r s o n a l l y  as "a would-be Marxist who on ly  knows how to  
u t t e r  'Marxism-Leninism" and  not a wora more.., Such a type  
h a s  dared no t  on ly  t o  s l a n d e r  and s t a n d  u p  a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia 
and still ano the r  great s o c i a l i s t  coun t ry  /PolandT, but  t o  
s t r ike even a t  the  Sov ie t  leaders themselvTs. Szch S t a l i n i s t  
e lements  b e l i e v e  t h a t  men w i l l  be found i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union 
of a S t a l i n i s t  brand who w i l l  uphold them and h e l p  t o  main- 
t a i n  them on the  backs of t h e i r  people .  This, comrades, is 
f a t a l  .'* 

/ 

With T i t o ' s  speech the l i d  w a s  o f f  and the  Albanian 
press was f i l l e d  throughout  t h e  remainder of  November and 
December wi th  b i t te r ,  f o r t h r i g h t  a t t a c k s  on Yugoslavia.  
On 23 November t h e  regime announced t h e  execu t ion  of Gega 
and accomplices  who were " l inked  w i t h  t h e  esp ionage  of a 
f o r e i g n  country.*1 
t h e  Yugoslav leaders of "b ru ta l "  i n w e F e n c e  i n  Albanian in-  
t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  and u n r e l e n t i n g  a t t empt s  6f long  d u r a t i o n  
t o  discredit and s u b v e r t  t h e  Albanian p a r t y .  On 28 November 
Defense Min i s t e r  Bal luku accused T i t o  of be ing  a " t ra i tor  
i n  the hands of imperialists" and backing a l l  " r e a c t i o n a r y  
movements i n  Hungary" because of  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  he r e c e i v e s  
from t h e  " i m p e r i a l i s t s  . l l  

munis t s  would defend their  sys tem "aga ins t  any hostile. move- 
ment and any agen t s  l ike  T i to . "  

complete  r e v e r s a l  of t h e  Sov ie t  e f f o r t  to woo T i t o  back i n t o  
t h e  socialist  camp, were b l a n d l y  and openly suppor t ed  by Mos- 
cow. 
Pravda sco red  T i t o ' s  Pula speech ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  a t t a c k s  
n a d e  Enver Hoxha. Pravda asked "why may Comrade Hoxha 

On t h e  same day  Z e r i  i P o p u l l i t  accused 

H e  promised t h a t  Albanian Com- 

These v igorous  a s s a u l t s  on T i t o ,  which amounted t o  a 

I n  a g e n e r a l  review of bloc r e l a t i o n s  on 23 November 
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not  have h i s  own op in ion ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  cr i t ic ize ,  t h a t  the  
Yugoslav comrades claim?" T i t s  had not  o n l y  i n t e r f e r e d  i n  
t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  Albanian Workers P a r t y ,  Pravda no ted ,  b u t  
had used rude and i n s u l t i n g  e x p r e s s i o n s .  same t i m e ,  
it is known t h a t  t h e  Yugoslav l e a d e r s  o f t e n  speak  i n  de fense  
of t h e  t h e s i s  of t h e  e q u a l i t y  between large and s m a l l  peoples  
and t h e  r i g h t  of each  t o  have t h e i r  op in ion  and t o  suppor t  it." 

The Albanian l e a d e r s  must have found t h i s  open Sovie t  
suppor t  f o r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  towards Yugoslavia m o s t  i nvdgs ra t -  
ing, A t  t h e  ,,beginning<.\ of 1957. Hoxha a g a i n  v i s i t e d  Moscow. 
Upon h i s  r e t u r n  at  a C e n t r a l  C o d i t t e e  meet ing i n  mid-February 
Hoxha c i t e d  developments i n  Hungary and Poland as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of t h e  Albanian p a r t y  l i n e ,  Communism i n  
Albania  had not been t h r e a t e n e d  because the p a r t y  had h i t  i n  
t i m e  a l l  ev idence  of opportunism,  and v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of l'oppor- 
t u n i s t s ,  T r o t s k y i t e s ,  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and t r a i t o r s ,  who had at- 
tempted t o  t u r n  t h e  p a r t y  from its Marxis t -Lenin is t  road." 
R e f e r r i n g  t o  p a r t y  e lements  who claimed t h a t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  must be l i b e r a l i z e d ,  he said t h a t  Jakova and 
Spahiu ' s  views were "as i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  these p r e t e n s i o n s  as 
t w o  drops  of water." 

Throughout these months t h e  roundup and arrests of dis -  
s i d e n t  e l emen t s ,  i nvo lv ing  large numbers of o f f i c e r s ,  contrinued. 
I n  May Panajo t  PLaku;., a M i n i s t e r  wi thout  P o r t f o l i o  and a cen- 
t r a l  committee m e m b e r ,  f l e d  t o  Yugoslavia ,  Hsxha w a s  t o  c l a im 
la ter  ( 7  November 1961) t h a t  Plaku had p layed  t h e  main r o l e  
i n  t h e  T i r a n a  munic ipa l  conference  p l o t  of A p r i l  1956 and t h a t  
Khrushchev had o f f e r e d  h i m  asylum i n  the USSR af ter  his 
d e f e c t i o n  t~ Yugoslavia.  If t h e r e  is any t r u t h  i n  t h i s  al- 
l ega tbon ,  it wouldtend t o s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  dis- 
s i d e n t  p l o t t e r s  i n  1956 were more pro-Soviet  t h a n  pro-Yugoslav. 

Soviet-Albanian R e l a t i o n s  Improve 

Perhaps i n  p a r t  t o  remove t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  and  d i f f e r e n c e s  
which had developed i n  Albanian-Soviet  r e l a t i o n s  i n  1955-1956, 
t he  USSR on 7 A p r i l  1957 named a new ambassador, V . I .  Pvanov, 
t o  r e p l a c e  L . I .  Krylov. A few days l a te r  Hoxha and Shehu, 
accoqpanied .by P o l i t b u r o  members Gogo Nushi,  S p i r o  Koleka, 
R i t a  Masko, Rmiz A l i j a  and Fore ign  m i n i s t e r  S h t y l l a  depa r t ed  for a 
p a r t y  and state v i s i t  t o  the USSR. 
t h a t  such  a l a r g e  h igh - l eve l  d e l e g a t i o n  had been i n v i t e d  t o  
t h e  USSR, and was a p a r t  of t h e  Sov ie t  leaders,? program Bt 
t h a t  t i m e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  bloc through 
b i l a t e r a l  c o n t a c t s .  During t h i s  v i s i t  Moscow took  ano the r  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Albania .  I n  l i n e  

It w a s  t h e  f f r s t - o c c a s i o n  
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w i t h ' i t s  bloc-wide programofincreased economic a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  
USSR announced on 1 7  Apr i l  t he  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  422 m i l l i o n  
r u b l e  deb t  owed by Albania ,  ex tended  a credi t  of 31 m i l l i o n  
r u b l e s  for  t h e  purchase of a g r i c u l t u r a l  commodities,  and 
promised t o  make g r a n t s  t o  s p e c i f i c  s e c t o r s  of the  economy. 
I n  c a n c e l l i n g  t h e  debt, t h e  USSR made i n  effect  a " f r e e  g i f t "  
of almost a l l  i n d u s t r y  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Albania  s i n c e  1948. 

The Albanian  l e a d e r s  r e t u r n e d  from Moscow m a n i f e s t i n g  
g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  a t  t h e i r  r e c e p t i o n  i n  MOSCOW and e x p r e s s i n g  
maximum a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t,he S o v i e t  g i f t s  and a i d .  But the 
j o i n t  d e c l a r a t i o n  of t h e  t w o  p a r t i e s ,  as w e l l  as the  Albanian 
central  c o m m i t t e e  r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i r m i n g  the  agreements, made 
c lear  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  leaders had n o t  abandoned t h e i r  hopes 
for a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  T i t o ,  and t h a t  Albanian leaders . . .  _ _ _  . . . . .  - . were r e q u i r e d  t o  ma in ta in  a more c o n c i l i a t o r y  a t t i t u d e  towaras  
t he  Yugoslavs. The central  committee r e s o l u t i o n  i n  late A p r i l  
pledged "cont.inued effor ts  to improve r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia  
and the  League of Yugoslav Communists on t h e  basis of the p r i n -  
c i p l e s  of Marxism-Leninism and p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , ,  
e q u a l i t y  of r i g h t s  and non- in t e r f e rence  i n  i n t e r n a l  affairs." 

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Har r i son  S a l i s b u r y  on 28 August 
Shehu reaffirmed t h i s  po l i cy :  " In  o u r  p o l i c y  w i t h  t h e  Federal 
Peop le ' s  Republ ic  of Yugoslavia," he said, "we s t a r t  from t h e  
fact t h a t  Albania  and Yugoslavia are b u i l d i n g  s o c i a l i s m ,  There- 
-f'fivn rala+innc ho+wppn niir +wn rniin+riPe ran n h l v  havp s q n p j ~ 1 -  
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ist development based on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of e q u a l i t y ,  f r i e n d l y  
c o o p e r a t i o n ,  mutual respect and non- in t e r f e rence . "  

When t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  group w a s  e x p e l l e d  from the S o v i e t  
p a s t y  a t  t h e  end of June ,  the  Albanian p a r t y  q u i c k l y  endorsed  
t h e  a c t i o n  of Khrushchev and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .  On 4 J u l y  an 
Albanian c e n t r a l  committee r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  adopted unamimously 
condemning the  f a c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Walenkov-Kaganovich- 
Molotov group and expres sed  complete s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  CPSU 
d e c i s i o n .  An Albanian commentary i n  J u l y  s t a t e d  " l i f e  i tself  
has undoubtedly confirmed the  genuineness  and prudence of t h e  
Marxis t -Lenin is t  p o l i c y  d e f i n e d  by t h e  20th CPSU Congress ,  
whether it concerned the f u r t h e r  development of t h e  c r e a t i v e  
forces of t h e  USSR o r  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n . "  

t ime ' tna t  Hoxna and sn enu a t  t n e  cehtral committee meet ing had 
j o i n e d  hands i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  the changes i n  t h e  S o v i e t  leades- 
s h i p  were a l l  t o  t h e  good and t h a t  t hey  had been ho 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  would happen. 
e v e r ,  h i s  op in ion  t h a t  the perianal views of Hoxha 

r e c e i v e d  r e p o r t s  a t  the  
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were somewhat d i f f e r e n t ,  Both were somewhat s u s p i c i o u s  of 
Klhrushchev and wary about  t h e  f u t u r e .  Hoxha e s p e c i a l l y  was 
a M O l O t Q V  S t a l i n i s t ,  and Shehu was also concerned about  what 
t h e  f u t u r e  might b r i n g .  

I n  l i g h t  of t h e i r  expe r i ence  w i t h  Khrushchev and h i s  ap- 
p a r e n t  cont inued  i n t e r e s t  . in  pushing forward wi th  h i s  rapproach- 
ment p o l i c y  with Yugoslavia ,  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  were prob- . 
a b l y  less t h a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  
group. '  Hoxha and Shehu may have hoped, however, t h a t  now tha t  
Khrushchev's o p p o s i t i o n  had been Bl imina ted  from t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  
he might be ready  and a b l e ,  wi thout  d i f f i c u l t y  o r  embarrasme@, 
t o  r e v e r s e  h i s  p o l i c y  of Yugoslav rapproachment-and resume the  
S t a l i n i s t  anti-Yugoslav p o l i c y .  

Around 8 or 9 J u l y  Hoxha d i sappea red  from T i r a n a  and did 
not  r e t u r n  f o r  t w o  months. During most of t h i s  t i m e  he w a s  
i n  t h e  USSR. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  Hoxha, a l l  o t h e r  sa te l l i t e  lead- 
ers v i s i t e d  t h e  USSR i n  J u l y  and August and probably  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d i n g  a new ap- 
proach t o  Yugoslavia ,  Following t h e  ouS te r  of t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  
group,  Khrushchev had determined once a g a i n  t o  engage i n  
p e r s o n a l  b i la teral  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  T i t o  i n  h i s  program t o  
b r i n g  about  a rapproachement.  T h i s  t i m e ,  however, i n  c o n t r a s t  
t o  May 1955, he probably  cons ide red  it desirable t o  o b t a i n  t h e  
p e r s o n a l  concurrence of t h e  sa te l l i te  leaders and t o  b r i e f  them 
p e r s o n a l l y  on t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  both  p r i o r  t o  and fo l lowing  t h e  
meet ing.  

Qn 18 J u l y  Khrushchev was h o s t  t o  a meet ing  i n  Moscow of 
S o v i e t ,  Albanian,  and Bulgar ian  l e a d e r s ,  A l s o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
were T i t o ' s  t w o  key s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  KardeUand 
I n t e r i o r  M i n i s t e r  Rankovic. T i t o  himself  r e f u s e d  t o  a t t e n d ,  
b u t  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  "comradely" d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e  meet- 
i n g ,  T i t o  subsequen t ly  agreed  t o  meet wi th  Khrushchev i n  
Rumania a t  t h e  end df t h e  month. The f u l l  r e s u l t s  6f t h e  
meet ing are not knowp bu t  it w a s  elear t h a t  t h e  two 
p a r t i e s  had reached agreement t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  
t h e  polemics and t o  contiinue to work fo r  improved 
p a r t y  r e l a t i o n s .  T i t o  also ag reed  t o  r ecogn ize  E a s t  Germany, 
and accord ing  t o  Khrushchev, t o  a t t e n d  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munist  meeting i n  Moscow i n  November. 

While Hoxha and t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  may have been 
p a r t i a l l y  r e a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  USSR d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  permit  
Yugoslavia t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e  o t h e r  
s a t e l l i t e  states and a p p a r e n t l y  in t ended  t o  pursue  a more 
c a u t i o u s  p o l i c y  towards T i t o ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h i s  resumption of 



bi ld te ra l  p a r t y  c o n t a c t s  between T i t o  and Khrushchev must have 
been d i s h e a r t e n i n g .  For  it indicated t h a t  Khrushchev had not  
been d issuaded  from h i s  ambi t ion  t o  r e c o n c i l e  T i t o  t o  the bloc-- 
merely t ha t  be i n t ended  t o  pursue  h i s  p o l i c y  more c a u t i o u s l y .  
There could  be no a s su rance  f o r  t he  Albanian leaders t h a t  a t  
some convenient  t i m e  t h e  USSR might a g a i n  accede t o  Yugoslav 
p r e s s u r e  for the  removal of t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s h i p .  However, 
t h e  threat w a s  not imminent and in any e v e n t  the  Albanian 
leaders had no r e c o u r s e ' h t t o b m c u r i n  S o v i e t  p o l i c y .  

I n  conce r t  w i t - h  t h e  rest  of t h e  b l o c ,  Albania . ' cont inued  
t o  main ta in  and expand its s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia  
d u r i n g  1957. A t  t h e  end of J u l y  a new trade agreement w a s  
s i g n e d ,  provid ing  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e  of 20 p e r c e n t  i n  the  trade 
an t ic ipa ted  i n  t h e  January  1957 p r o t o c o l .  I n  September t he  
Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  announced its s t r o n g  endorsement of t h e  
Stoica p roposa l  for  a Balkan conference  (Rumania, B u l g a r i a ,  
Albania ,  Yugoslavia ,  Greece and Turkey) t o  d i s c u s s  c o l l e c t i v e  
coope ra t ion .  During Marshal Zhukov's v i s i t  t o  Albania  i n  
October ,  Hoxha called specif ic  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  marked p r o g r e s s  
i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia .  A f e w  days ear l ier ,  i n  an  
ar t ic le  f o r  Z e r i  Y P o p u l l i t ,  he had better reflected the  A l -  
ban ian  p o s i t i o n .  Commenting on t h e  Albanian g o a l  of improved 
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia ,  .be noted  t h a t  "much depends upon 
t h e  Yugoslav leaders, 'who shou ld  e x e r t  e q u a l  e f f o r t s  ." 

The expu l s ion  of Marshal Zhukov from the Soviet p o l i t -  
buro  and government on the  heals of h i s  t r iumphant  10-day 
t o u r  of Albania  i n  la te  October must have provided  a f u r t h e r  
i r r i t a n t  t o  t h e  Albanian leaders. Zhukov's v i s i t  marked the  
first occas ion  t h a t  a f u l l  Sov ie t  p o l i t b u r o  member.had v i s i t e d  

' Albania  and w a s  presumably in t ended  t o  reflect i n c r e a s e d  So- 
, v i e t  s u p p o r t .  H e  was lauded throughout  h i s  t o u r  i n . A l b a n i a ,  
and,  on h i s  d e p a r t u r e  on 26 October ,  Hoxha, Shehu and the  whole 
P o l i t b u r o  bid h i m  farewell a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .  Thus h i s  summary 
dismissal  from h i s  p o s t ' o f  M i n i s t e r  of Defense on t h e  v e r y  
same day,  folilowed by h i s  o u s t e r  from t h e  p o l i t b u r o  on 2 
November, must have appeared t o  Albanian leaders as a n o t h e r  
r e f l e c t i o n  of b¶Oscow's low r e g a r d  f o r  them. 

o u s t e r  of Zhukov, and Albanian M i n i s t e r  of Defense Bal luku  
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Never the less  the Albanian c e n t r a l  committee endorsed t h e  

promptly wired c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Marshal 
Malinovsky. On 5 November, Hoxha, Shehu, a n d ' d e f e n s e  m i n i s t e r  
Bal luku  depa r t ed  by p l a n e  f o r  Moscow t o  a t t e n d  t h e  40 th  I 

a n n i v e r s a r y  of the  October Revolu t ion  and t h e  meet ing of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist p a r t i e s .  
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Albanian leaders were c o n s i d e r a b l y  hea r t ened  by t h i s  
v i s i t . ’  The r e f u s a l  of T i t o  t o  a t t e n d  o r  t o  s i g n  the  12-party 
d e c l a r a t i o n  was a n  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  the USSR w a s  no longer 
w i l l i n g  t o  make concess ions  to  Belgrade t o  o b t a i n  i ts con- 
c u r r e n c e .  S i m i l a r l y  t he  branding  of r e v i s i o n i s m  as the greater 
danger  t o  Communist p a r t i e s  (though dogmatism and s e c f a r i a n -  
i s m  were a l s o  s ing led  o u t  as  dangers )  co inc ided  w i t h  t h e  A l -  
banian v iew.  During t h e  v i s i t  too, the USSR extended  an  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  c red i t  o f , 1 6 0  m i l l i o n  r u b l e s  t o  Albania .  I n  December 
the GDR a l s o  c a n c e l l e d  a l l  credits and i n t e r e s t s  owed by A l -  
ban ia  through 1955; these amounted t o  61 .5  m i l l i o n  r u b l e s .  

Upon their r e t u r n  t o  Albania at  the end of November, 
Hoxha and Shehu s e n t  cables t o  Khrushchev and Bulganin ex- 
p r e s s i n g  g r a t i t u d e  t o  them p e r s o n a l l y ,  as  w e l l  as the CPSU 
and government, for the  w a r m  and cordial r e c e p t i o n  accorded 
them. The c e n t r a l  committee m e t  on 2 December and i s sued  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  specif icalJy p r a i s i n g  Comrade Khrushchev’s r e p o r t ,  
as w e l l  a s  the m u l t i p a r t y  d e c l a r a t i o n s .  
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IV. AM ERA OF I M P R W N S ,  1958-1959 

The worsening o f  Soviet-Yugoslav r e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  close 
of 1957 c l e a r e d  t h e  way for a renewed period of f i r m  and 
cordial  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  USSR and its smallest satel l i te .  
During 1958 and 1959 t h e  USSR Strengthened  its p h y s i c a l  p res -  
ence and posture i n  Albania  and resumed its attacks on Yugs- 
s l a v i a .  The Albanian leaders for their  part  c o n t i n u a l l y  gro- 
claimed t h e i r  f e a l t y  to t h e  USSR, and on a number of occas ions  
appeared t o  go o u t  of t h e i r  way t o  m a s s u r e  Moscow t h a t  t h e i r  
l o y a l t y  and subse rv ience  had never  been i n  q u e s t i o n .  

ambassador, N e s t i  Nase,* to  Moscow t o  replace Mihal P r i f t i ,  
who had been i n  Moscow s i n c e  September 1953, In A p r i l  a Sovie t -  
Albanian F r i endsh ip  Soc ie ty  w a s  founded i n  MOSCQW. (Albania 
had founded its c o u n t e r  part  in Ti rana  i n  November 1945). 
I n  mid-April,  a p a r t y  group headed by politburo member Xysni 
Kapo, v i s i t e d  t h e  USSR and Bu lga r i a  to s t u d y  t h e  experience of 
Communist p a r t y  o rgans  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s .  In t h e  same month 
a n  agreement w a s  s igned  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e g u l a r  Moscow-Tirana 
a i r  s e r v i c e  by TU-104 a i r c r a f t .  In t h e  summer of 1958, f o u r  
YY" class S o v i e t  submarines and a submarine t e n d e r  a r r i v e d  a t  
Valona, thereby  conf i rming  rumors t h a t  a S o v i e t  n a v a l  base 
w a s  be ing  c o n s t r u c t e d  there. Four addi%ional  submarines  and  
a t e n d e r  were added i n  December 195ge** 

The y e a r  1968 opened w i t h  t h e  assignment  o f  a new Albanian 

These measures, which s t r eng thened  S o v i e t  t ies and cap- 
a b i l i t i e s  i n  Albania ,  were accompanied by t h e  r e i n s t i t u t i o a  
of the Soviet-Yugoslav c o n f l i c t  on a major scale i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
and summer of 1958. 

Yugoslav-Bloc Polemics Resumed 

'Angered by t h e  Yugoslav r e f u s a l  to  s i g n  t h e  12-party 
d e c l a r a t i o n  i n  Moscow i n  November 1957, and by o t h e r  s i g n s  
t h a t  t h e  Yugoslavs had no i n t e n t i o n  t o  msdify t h e i r  p Q S i t i O E l  
on i n t r a b l s c  r e l a t i o n s ,  the  h v i e t  leaders resumed t h e i r  po- 
lemics w i t h  the  Yugoslav p a r t y  i n  April. 
S o v i e t  party d e c l i n e d  t h e  Yugoslav i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
7 t h  YugosXav p a r t y  congress .  Two weeks later, on 18 Apri$ 

On 5 A p r i l ,  t he  

*Nase had  been ambassador to  China from September 1954-May 
1956, P r i f t i  was named ambassador t o  China i n  September 1959. 

**Four more submarines  a r r i v e d  i n  September 1960, b r i n g i n g  
t h e  t o t a l  number of  S o v i e t  v e s s e l s  a t  Valona Bay to 12 submarines 
and 2 8enders .  Of t h e s e  8 submarines and one tender were with- 
drawn i n  May 1961. 
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T O h T  
Kommunist attacked as a n t i k s l .  ah d r e v i s i o n i s t  t h e  Yugo- 
S l a v  draft program t o  be p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y  con-  
g r e s s  later t h a t  month. The Kommunist ar t ic le ,  however, d id  
n o t  attack T i t o  p e r s o n a l l y  and ended w i t h  a p i o u s  hope t h a t  
t he  Yugoslavs would i s s u e  a new draf t .  The Yugoslavs gro- 
ceeded n e v e r t h e l e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  congres s  (22-26 A p r i l )  and t h e  
adop t ion  of the  p a r t y  program w i t h  o n l y  minor m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  

One week la ter ,  asvi ta io9iacbnew campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  Yugo- 
s l a v  p a r t y  and its leaders was launched by the  b loc ,  led n o t  
by t h e  S o v i e t s  b u t  by t h e  Chinese and Albanians.  On 4 May, 
bo th  Zeri i P o p u l l i t  and t h e  Chinese peop le ' s  Dai ly  appeared 
w i t h  l o n g  e c l i t o r i a l s  c a s t i g a t i n g  both  t h e  Yugoslav program 
and t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y  leaders. The Peop le ' s  Da i ly  charged  
that t h e  1948 Corninform charges a g a i n s t  t h  e Yugoslav par ty  
had never  been revoked and were b a s i c a l l y  correct. (Hoxha 
had made t h e  same claim'as e a r l y  as February 1957.) On 5 May 
Pravda reprinted i n  f u l l  t h e  Chinese ar t ic le  a n d , ' a f t e r  a cen-  
-commit tee  meet ing on 6-7 May, p r i n t e d  a n o t h e r  art icle of 
its own, milder i n  t o n e  than  t h e  Chinese and Albanian art icles 
but t h r e a t e n i n g  a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  s ta te  r e l a t i o n s .  During 
May a l s o ,  t h e  USSR announced t h e  cancel la , t ion of a scheduled 
v i s i t  by P r e s i d e n t  Voroshi lov t o  Yugoslavia a n d  t h e  suspens ion  
for f i v e  years of the r e m a i n d e r  ($244 m i l l i o n )  of a $285 
m i l l i o n  credit agreed t o  i n  1956. 

It  was n o t  u n t i l  3 June, a t  t h e  Bulgar ian  p a r t y  congres s  
tha t  Khrushchev p e r s o n a l l y  spoke o u t  a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia.  In  
h i s  address t o  t h e  Congress,; Khrushchev labeled t h e  Yugoslav 
leaders as t h e  "Trojan horse  of t h e  imperialists" and  accused 
them of a t t empt ing  t o  wreck t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  socialist  coun- 
tr ies and Communist p a r t i e s .  On t h i s  occas ion  t o o  he announced, 
as t h e  Chinese and Albanians had done earlier, t h a t  t h e  1948 
Cominform cha rges  a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia had neve r  been revoked. 

B e r l i n ,  Khrushchev restated t h i s  l i n e  and claimed he had told 
T i t o  t h i s  a t  t h e  Belgrade m e e t i n g  i n  1955. A f t e r  s c o r i n g  t h e  
e f fo r t  of t h e  Yugoslwvgleaders t o  wreck the  u n i t y  of the  b loc ,  
he t h e n  made a s t a t e m e n t  which the  Albanians may w e l l  have con- 
sidered a long-delayed b i t  of self-criticism. Khrushchev said: 
"If i n d i v i d u a l  comrades were p r e v i o u s l y  able t o  t h i n k  t h a t  n o t  
e v e r y t h i n g  was done t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  soc ia l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s  and Yugoslavia t o  enab le  Yugoslavia t o  tread t h e  pa th  
of a l l  soc ia l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  Seventh Congress of the  League 
of Yugoslav Communists has  shown t h a t  it is n o t  a matter of 
improving r e l a t i o n s  b u t  of the  l eague ' s  leadership having adsp t -  
ed an  a r t i f ica l ,  false and an t i -Marxis t -Lenin is t  l i n e . "  

A month later,  on 11 J u l y  a t  t h e  SED Congress i n  E a s t  



Khrushchev then  p r o c w t  f o r t h  the l i n e  t h e  Corn- 
mundst b loc  should pursue towards Yugoslavia h@nC@fOrth--a 
l i n e  to  which t h e  USSR and most of t he  bloc , ou t  n o t  Albania  
and China, have g e n e r a l l y  adhered s i n c e  1958. "In t h e  p u r s u i t  
of oun. CQIJUIMXI Communist cause , "  he sa id ,  l 'we must n o t  devote  
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s  t h a n  t h e y  are worth. 
The more a t t e n t i o n  w e  pay them, t h e  g r e a t e r  w i l l  be t h e i r  
belief t h a t  t h e y  are p l a y i n g  a great par t . . . .We,  t h e  Ileader- 
s h i p  of the  CPSU, hold t h e  op in ion  t h a t  w e  should  n o t  meet 
halfway t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of t h e  Yugoslav leaders who want t o  
ex tend  o u r  p r e s e n t  c o n f l i c t .  W e  s h a l l  not c o n t r i b u t e  t o  .an 
exacerbation of p a s s i o n s  and r e l a t i o n s .  In t h e  p r e s e n t  si$taa-. 
t i o n ,  as r ega rds  re la t ions w i t h  t h e  League of Yugoslav @om- 
mun i s t s ,  i t  w i l l  be u s e f u l  t o  p r e s e r v e  some spark of hope, 
and t o  search for acceptable forms t o  g a i n  c o n t a c t  on c e r t a i n  
q u e s t i o n s .  They and w e  have a common enemy and we b e l i e v e  
t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  of the c i rcumstances  which have arisen, w e  I 

s h a l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  wage a j o i n t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h a t  enemy, 
and tha t  w e  sha l l  j o i n t l y  defend freedom and the  cause  of 
s o c i a l i s m .  " 

Khrushchev's con t inu ing  ambivalence towards Yugoslavia 
probably  made a deep impression on t h e  Albanian leaders. On 
t h e  one hand, h i s  a s su rance  tha t  t h e  1948 Corninform r e s o l u t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia had never  been revoked appeared to viandi- 
cate t h e  Albanian r e l u c t a n c e  to admit e r r o r s  and modify t h e i r  
policies i n  accordance w i t h  Yugoslav and S o v i e t  p r e s s u r e  i n  
1956. H i s  i n d i r e c t  admission t h a t  he had been mistaken i n  
b e l i e v i n g  tha t  concess ions  t o  T i t o  would b r i n g  Yugoslavia back 
i n t o  t h e  bloc must a l s o  have been r e a s s u r i n g  t o  Hoxha and 
Shehu. On t h e  other hand, h i s  ca l l  f o r  a l i m i t a t i o n  on po- 
lemics and expres s ion  of i n t e n t  t o  con t inue  . t ~  seek c o n t a c t  

. w i t h  t h e  Yugoslavs sugges ted  t h a t  he had learned no th ing  from 
t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  past three y e a r s  and s t i l l  held t o  h i s  basic 
ambi t ion  t o  r e t u r n  T i t o  t o  t h e  fold.  More than  three y e a r s  
l a te r ,  Zeri i P o p u l l i t  (on 11 January 1962) was t b . r e f e r  t o  
Khrushchev's remarks In t h i s  speech  as evidence  t h a t  t h e  funda- 
menta l  l i n e  i n  Khrushchev's a t t i t u d e  "which stems from re- 
v i s i o n i s t  v iewpoin ts ,  has always been the  P i n s  of t h e  rehab- 
i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  c l i q u e  of T i t o ,  the  l i n e  of rapprochement.and 
of c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  h i m , "  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of 1958, however, t h e  Albanian 
leaders were d i s p l a y i n g  no r e s e r v a t i o n s  about  MQSCOW, but 
were basking i n  t h e  w a r m t h  of t h e  renewed b l o c  campaign a g a i n s t  
Yugoslavia and t h e i r  own enhanced s t a t u s  i n  i n t s a b l o c  affairs .  
Hoxha and Shehu a t t e n d e d  t h e  CEMA and Warsaw Pact meet ings  i n  
Moscow i n  May, a t  which major d e c i s i o n s  were taken r e g a r d i n g  

I 



I 
t he  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of bloc eL-bnning,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n ,  and a r e d u c t i o n  i n  size of the  Warsaw 
Pact m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .  During June, Hoxha a t t e n d e d  t h e  - 
Bulgar ian  P a r t y  Congress i n  S o f i a ,  and Kapo a t t e n d e d  t h e  
Czechoslovak P a r t y  Congress i n  Prague. A t  t h e  end of the  
month, Czech Premier S i roky  led a h igh- leve l  government 
d e l e g a t i o n  t o  Albania .  In J u l y ,  Gogo Nushi headed t h e  
A l b a n i a n d e l e g a t l o n t o  t h e  E a s t  German p a r t y  congress .  A l -  
banian leaders i n  these meet ings  vented  t h e i r  s t r o n g  emotions 
a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia and  reaffirmed their  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  Mos- 
cow. Albanian pa r l i amen ta ry  e l e c t i o n s  i n  May provided  a 
similar o p p o r t u n i t y ,  and i n  h i s  election speech  on 29 May 
Hoxha sought  t o  r e a s s u r e  Moscow and h i s  l isteners tha t  t h e  
Albanian behavior  of 1955 and 1956 had never  existed. "The 
Albanian p a r t y , "  he said "noted  the  e v e n t s  which took place 
af ter  t h e  breaking  of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia,  and f u l l y  
approved the  i n i t i a t i v e  of t h e  S o v i e t  Communist par ty  a n d  
t h e  Belgrade declaration in 1955. W e  a re  convinced t ha t  the  
e f f o r t s  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union and of i ts p a r t y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Yugoslavia were admirable, correct, Marxist- 
L e n i n i s t ,  and i n  t h e  interest of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  workers 
movement." (For t h e  accuracy  of t h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  compare 
Hoxha's remarks t o  t h e  Communist Conference i n  Moscow i n  
November 1960). 

i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way t o  a s s u r e  Moscow tha t  t h e  past could  be 
f o r g o t t e n  and t h a t  t he i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  leadership w a s  
complete.  During these months, t h e  Albanian leaders l o u d l y  
suppor t ed  a l l  S o v i e t  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  S o v i e t  d e c i s i o n  t o  suspend n u c l e a r  tests, t h e  S o v i e t  pro-  
p o s a l s  f o r  a summit meet ing,  and t h e  Warsaw Pact  d e c i s i o n  t o  
reduce  m i l i t a r y  forces. 

Af te r  Khrushchev's speech in B e r l i n  i n  mid-July c a l l i n g  
f o r  a l i m i t a t i o n  on polemics w i t h  Yugoslavia,  t h e  Albanian 
press for a s h o r t  pe r iod  remained r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e s c e n t .  But 
t h e  " a s s a s s i n a t i o n "  of a n  Albanian c i t i z e n  i n  Yugoslavia a t  
t h e  beginning of August f o r t u i t o u s l y .  removed any need fo r  
cont inued  res t ra in t ,  and  Albanian r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Yugo- 
s l a v i a  were resumed. 

I t  w a s  clear t h a t  Hoxha and h i s  p a r t y  i n  1958 were s e e k i n g  

On h i s  5 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  on 16 October,  Hoxha r e c e i v e d  per- 
s o n a l  g r e e t i n g s  from t h e  CPSU c e n t r a l  committe laudzing him 
as "a g a l l a n t  m i l i t a n t  f o r  t h e  great cause  of socialism and 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e a d e r  of t h e  Albanian Workers p a r t y . "  On t h e  
same occas ion ,  Shehu pa id  p e r s o n a l  t r i b u t e  t o  Hoxha as  w e l l  
as t o  t h e  S o v i e t  UnionOs a s s i s t a n c e  which had saved Albania  
twice-in 1944 and aga in  ; i n 1  1948 ;! Other .  speake r s  W' la te  ' .  ! 



1958 referred t o  t h e  Sovie  '?%ce-perf ormed rescue  of 
t h e  Alban ian  pa r ty .  A l b a n i a n  praise of t he  USSR was almost  
exdus ive ly  expres sed ,  however, i n  impersonal  terms of t h e  
p a r t y  and state. There were on ly  i n f r e q u e n t  references t o  
Khrushchev p e r s o n a l l y .  

P r i v a t e l y ,  t h e  Albanian leaders probably  retained some 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  about  their al ignment  and t h e i r  f a i t h  in Mos- 
cow's suppor t .  On 29 August 
he ld  a l o n g  conve r sa t ion  w i t f l  Premier Shehu, who devoted ' 
m o s t  of his conver sa t ion  t o  t h e  Middle E a s t  bu t  engaged i n  : 
an  attack on Yugoslav r ev i s ion i sm and spoke of a desire f o r b e t t e r  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  West. Throughout h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  Shehu 

impression t h a t  Shehu was t r y i n g  t o  c l a i m  

L whi le  

reference t o  t h e  USSR, and it was the  

p o l i c y  somewhat more independent  of 
t h e  USSR than  heretofore. 1 
b e l i e v i n g  that  
manner, 
l e a n i n g s  of t h e  Albanian leaders, t h e  dominant f a c t o r  i n  the 
Albanian m e n t a l i t y  was n a t i o n a l i s m  rather than  ideology.  
Albania  should  n o t ,  it concluded, be w r i t t e n  off as impervious 
t o  change. 

In  December Hoxha and Shehu were once a g a i n  i n  Moscow 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  S o v i e t  long- 
t e r m  credits fo r  Alban ia ' s  3rd f ive -yea r  p l a n  (1961-1965). 
On 15 December, t h e  day be fo re  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  fo r  home, 
t h e y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  f irst  day  s e s s i o n  of a S o v i e t  c e n t r a l  com- 
m i t t e e  plenum. Zeri i P o g u l l i t  no ted  that it was a "g rea t  
honor ,  '' 

w a s  r ead ing  too much i n t o  Shehu's  
t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  S t a l i n i s t  

-- 

During t h e  first s i x  months of 1959, Soviet-Albanian re- 
l a t i o n s  reached their z e n i t h  and Albania  assumed e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
prominence i n  bloc affairs.  Hoxha and Shehu headed a p a r t y  
and s ta te  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  East Germany and Czechoslovzkia  be- 
tween 5 and 17 January,  p rov id ing  t h e  Albanfans a more prom- 
i n e n t  p l a t fo rm f o r  demonst ra t ing  t he i r  s u p p o r t  of MOSCOW~S 
f r e e - c i t y  proposals for  B e r l i n .  On 16 January Wrushchev 
addressed a lettcer t o  Hoxha announcing a S o v i e t  central com- 
mittee d e c i s i o n  t o  b u i l d  a c u l t u r a l  palace and a radio broad- 
c a s t i n g  center i n  T i r ana  as a g i f t  t o  t h e  Albanian people  
and p a r t y .  Two weeks later,  Hoxha, Shehu and Kapo were i n  
MOSCOW a t t e n d i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  2 1 s t  p a r t y  congress .  I n  h i s  
speech t o  t h e  congress ,  Hoxha referred to  Khrushchev "as o u r  
dear f r i e n d  Nik i t a  S, Khrushchev" and d e s c r i b e d  h i s  r e p o r t  . 
to t h e  congres s  as "a v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  Marxist- 
L e n i n i s t  t r ea su ry . "  In  his r e p o r t  t o  h i s  own .peop le  after 



h i s  r e t u r n  
a new basis %or building socialism in t h e  S o v i e t  Union. 
"This  basis ,"  Hoxha said, lTopens p r o s p e c t s  f o r  a r a p i d  b u i l d i n g  
of s o c i a l i s m  i n  QUF country--meaning t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of 
Albania  i n t o  'a b e a u t i f u l  gardenP as Comrade Khrushchev t o l d  
us * I' 

Hoxha p r a i s e d u o n g r e s s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

I n  ear ly  s p r i n g  of 1959 there were also s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  
Alban ian  leaders, who had regarded  Gomulka's Poland unfavor-  
a b l y  since October 1956, w @ r e  w i l l i n g  t o  make t h e  necessa ry  
accommodations. Although Hoxha a n d  Shehu had consp icoas ly  
fa i led  t o  v i s i t  F ~ l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  n o r t h e r n  t o u r  i n  January,  
a par ty  and state d e l e g a t i o n  headed by p o l i t b u r o  member 
Koleka v i s i t e d  Warsaw and Prague i n  March. 

On 4 A p r i l ,  t h e  Albanian Counci l  of M i n i s t e r s  i s s u e d  a 
decree f u l l y  s u p p o r t i n g  a l l  S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a s u m m i t  meet ing on B e r l i n  and Germany, o r  i f  t h e  
West was not ready, a f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r s '  meet ing.  Shehu re- 
iterated t h i s  suppor t  a t  t h e  CEMA meet ing in May, e x p r e s s i n g  
s t r o n g  hopes. t h a t  the " fo re ign  m i n i s t e r s  * confe rence  and la ter  
the  sumit meet ing w i l l  be crowned w i t h  s u c c e s s  and l e a d  t o  
an  agreement which co r re sponds  to t he  p r O f Q U n d  desire of t h e  
' p e o p l e s  and  t h e  need f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  peaceet' On 4 May Hoxha 
s e n t  Khrushchev a telegram p e r s o n a l l y  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  h i m  on 
h i s  Lenin Peam Prize award. In mid-May Albania  was s i g n a l l y  
honored by having the  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  meet ing  of CEMA held 
i n  T i r ana ,  anad the  s t a g e  w a s  set for .  t h e  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t  of 
Khrushchev t o  Albania 10 days  later. 

Khrushchev's V i s i t  t o  Albania  

On t h e  eve of Khrushchevfs  a r r i v a l ,  Zeri i Popta l l i t  der 
s c r i b e d  Khrushchev as "the f a i t h f u l  p u g i l 7 V T I .  m n i n ,  m i l i -  
t a n t  and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  leader of t h e  CPSU and t h e  S o v i e t  s tate,  
who has devoted a l l  h i s  a c t i v i t y  and a l l  his energies t o  the  
immortal  cause OA Marxism-Leninism, t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of 
t h e  g l o r i o u s  CPSU and the  Sov ie t  s ta te ,  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
of t h e  u n i t y  and cohes ion  of t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of t he  powerful  
camp of s o c i a l i s m ,  indomitable f i g h t e r  i n  defense of t h e  peace 
of t h e  wor ld0"  The pager then  added: "Niki ta  S. Khrushehev 
is the  g r e a t e s t  and d e a r e s t  f r i e n d  of the  Albanian people 
who has  a l w a y s  g iven  proof of a g a x t k u l a r  s o l i c i t u d e  i n  gen- 
er0laSly he lp ing  t h e  Albanian people  ts b u i l d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
t h e i r  happy 1 i f e - - m c i a l i s m e  I* 

Khrushchsv's v i s i t  t o  Albania  (25 May- 4 June)  exceeded 
i n  l e n g t h  any 0% h i s  numerous v i s i t s  t o  o t h e r  b loc  c o u n t r i e s  
w i t h  t h e  except ion  0% t h a t  t o  China i n  October 1954. S ince  
it was t h e  f i rs t  v i s i t  by a S o v i e t  leader s i n c e  Zhukov's i n  
1957, its l eng th  was p robab ly  i n t e n d e d  i n  past to compensate 
f o r  any  f e e l i n g  0% n e g l e c t  on t h e  p a r t  of the  Albanian leaders. 



But more impor t an t ly  it Tt%Tntended  t o  provide  
Khrushchev the  t i m e  and opportunity to obtain a better 
view and unde r s t and ing  of Albania ,  its problems and its 
l e a d e r s ,  and t o  wipe away any r e s i d u e  of f r i c t i o n  between 
t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  The de l ega t ion - -cons i s t ing  of n i n e  
members, i n c l u d i n g  Khrushchev, Def ens8  M i n i s t e r  Malinovsky, 
and presidium member Mukhidinov--divided i n t o  three groups 
t o  t o u r  the coun t ry  d u r i n g  the first f i v e  days  of t h e  v i s i t .  
On 30 May, t h e  three groups r e t u r n e d  to T i r a n a  where a j o i n t  
communique was i s s u e d  i n  which i t  w a s  announced t h a t  t h e  
USSR had extended t o  Albania  s i n c e  1957 long-term credits 
amounting t o  526 m i l l i o n  r u b l e s  ($131.6 m i l l i o n ) .  On 31 
May, a l l  members' of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  except  Khrushchev and 
Malinovsky r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  USSR. These t w o  s p e n t  t h e  
remainder of t h e i r  v i s i t  i n  sou the rn  Albania ,  v i s i t i n g  
Valona, Sarande and Gjirokaster, and nava l  and m i l i t a r y  in -  
s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  these areas. 

c 

Khrushchev's p u b l i c  remarks d u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t  were de- 
vo ted  to three themes: l) praise for  t h e  Albanian leaders 
and people; 2 )  concern f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of Albanian a g a i n s t  
i ts ne ighbors ,  and 3) concern f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  economic 
development. 

H e  praised Hoxha as " the  g l o r i o u s  son  of t h e  Alban ian  
people ,  unswerving Mars ix t -Lenin is t  and o u r  dear f r i e n d "  and 
Shehu as '' remarkable o r g a n i z e r  who is devoted  t o  the  s o c i a l i s t  
c a u s e  and is a f r i e n d  of the  USSR'!. He warned Alban ia ' s  
ne ighbors  and  a s s u r e d  the Albanian leaders tha t  A l b a n i a  had 
"al l  t h e  f o r c e s  of t h e  s o c i a l i s t  camp on her  side." Threa t -  
e n i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i s s i l e  bases i n  Albania  i f  Greece carried 
through w i t h  g l a n s  t o  es tab l i sh  missile bases  there as I t a l y  
had done, he proposed a nuc lea r -mis s i l e  f r e e  zone i n  the Ba l -  
kans and Adriatic. 

While promising c o n t i n u i n g  economic a s s i s t a n c e ,  he e v i -  
denced some d isappoin tment  with t h e  r e s u l t s  of the  aid t o  
date. He  sought  t o  encourage t h e  Albanians t o  exert greater 
e f fo r t s  i n  e x p l o i t i n g  their  own r e s o u r c e s  and t o  c o n v e r t  
their  coun t ry  i n t o  a "blossoming orchard" by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
on growing v a r i o u s  kinds of f r u i t s  and less g r a i n .  

The v i s i t  provided Khrushchev many hour s  t o  size up t h e  
Albanian leaders i n  t h e i r  own environment and t o  endeaver  t o  
remove any remaining d i f f e r e n c e s .  
h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Moscow, Khrushchev, r e f e r r i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
A l b a n i a ,  dwelt a t  some l e n g t h  on t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t s  among p a r t y  and government leaders--not  only t o  i r o n  
out d i f f e r e n c e s  and f r i c t i o n s  bu t  also as a means t o  f o r e s t a l l  
them e 

In a speech  on 6 June a f te r  
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And appearances a t  d-----$gested t h a t  re la t ions  
between t h e  two ctountrieshad been f u r t h e r  so l id i f i ed .  The 
Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  elated w i t h  t h e  Khrushchev v i s i t .  
which enhanced both  t h e  prestige of t h e  coun t ry  and its ' 
l e a d e r s h i p  p e r s o n a l l y .  I n  h i s  welcoming a d d r e s s  on 25 Yay, 
Hoxha referred t o  Khrushchev as a dear f r i e n d  and  a s s u r e d  
him t h a t  !'the Albanian people welcome you w i t h  open heart 
and arms.1* Shehu was e q u a l l y  p r o f u s i v e  i n  h i s  praise of 
Khrushchev and h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Marxism-Leninism and 
Albania .  During h i s  v i s i t  Khrushchev was made an  honorary 
c i t i z e n  of Albania .  One month a f t e r  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  the 
USSR announced t h e  ex tend ing  of a new long-term credit t o  
Albania  o f ' 300  m i l l i o n  r u b l e s .  

Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  v i s i t  was probably n o t  as s u c c e s s f u l  
as it appeared on the  s u r f a c e  t o  be. Khrushchev w a s  d is-  
appo in ted  w i t h  t h e  backwardness of t h e  Albanian economy. 
Hoxha's t o u r  of t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n  June af ter  Khrushchev's 
d e p a r t u r e ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  se l l  the  Albanian p e a s a n t s  on a 
f r u i t  growing program, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Khrushchev used a l l  
h i s  pe r suas ion  t o  get t h i s  program underway. Khrushchev 
also probably  became more a c u t e l y  aware of t h e  dogmatic 
approach t h a t  Hoxha and Shehu took  toward t h e i r  problems, 
and was probably  n o t  impressed by t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  lead a 
program t o  conve r t  Albania  i n t o  a " love ly  garden." The 
A l b a n i a n  leaders, s i m i l a r l y ,  were probably  d i s t u r b e d  by 
Khrushchev's i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  subord ina te  their fears 
of Yugoslavia and direct t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own 
i n t e r n a l  problems. Evidence t h a t  Khrushchev had demanded 
a h a l t  t o  anti-Yugoslav polemics could be noted  i n  t h e  
f a i l u r e  of both  t h e  S o v i e t  and Albanian leaders t o  cr i t ic ize  
Yugoslavia i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  speeches. Moreover, i n  t he  
weeks p reced ing  and throughout  the v i s i t ,  bloc and A l b a n i a n  

noted  t h a t  t h e  Albanian leaders were behaving i n  ' ro a anda a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia ceased and 1 r""l r end ly  manner toward Yugoslav diplomats--a m o s t  
unusua l  phenomenon. I n  August, t h e  Albanian m i n i s t e r  t o  
Yugoslavia,  who had been recalled a year earlier, r e t u r n e d  
t o  Belgrade. 

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  September t h a t  new and r e s i d u a l  d i f -  
fe rencesbegan  t o  emerge. Both Hoxha and Shehu were on vaca- 
t i o n  fo r  s e v e r a l  weeks d u r i n g  the summer, Hoxha began an  
e x t e n s i v e  vaca t ion  i n  Bu lga r i a  and Czechoslovakia  on 10 
J u l y  and d id  n o t  r e t u r n  to T i r a n a  u n t i l  11 September. Shehu 
l i k e w i s e  s p e n t  a month i n  t h e  USSR beginning i n  mid-August. 

I I 
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Sino-Soviet  D i f f e r e n c e s  

During these months Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
o v e r  Communist i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y ,  were becoming more 
prOnOUnCed and more e v i d e n t .  On 9 September, TASS i s sued  
its unprecedented s t a t e m e n t  of n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  Sino- 
Ind ian  border d i s p u t e  and called on both  sides t o  arbitrate 
t h e  matter. On the  same day Zeri i P o p u l l i t  pub l i shed  an 
edi tor ia l  v i o l e n t l y  attacking-oElavia f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  
I n d i a  i n  t h e  S ins- Indian  border d i s p u t e ,  and t e r m i n g  the  
Yugoslav p o s i t i o n  a "s landerous  campaign a g a i n s t  China." 
On 20 September, Hoxha, having r e t u r n e d  from v a c a t i o n ,  se- 
sumed t h e  polemics a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia i n  earnest. While 
e x p r e s s i n g  r e a d i n e s s  t o  develop  normal s ta te  r e l a t i o n s  and 
promote trade, he said t h a t  on ideological grounds,  "we 
w i l l  n eve r  agree" w i t h  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s  who s e r v e  cap- 
italism by such  d i s g r a c e f u l  deeds" as  " c o n t i n u i n g t o  eng inee r  
i n t r i g u e s  and t o  send  d i v e r s i o n i s t s "  i n t o  Albania .  

During t h e  latter part of September there was a sudden 
s p u r t  of Albanian i n t e r e s t  i n  China. On 16 September Yihal' 
P r i f t i ,  t h e  former Ambassador t o  t h e  USSR, w a s  named Am- 
bassador t o  China and on 1 October an Albanian-Chinese 
F r i e n d s h i p  S o c i e t y  was founded i n  Ti rana .  Its c o u n t e r p a r t  
had been founded i n  R i p i n g  a yea r  earlier. During t h i s  
same p e r i o d  (23 September-12 October), Shehu headed an 
Albanian p a r t y  and government d e l e g a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  Communist ' 

China ' s  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  an 
Albanian tendency t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n  on con- 
t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t ,  and i n  re- 
trospect it would appear it w a s  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  
Albanian l e a d e r s h i p  embarked on t h e  p o l i c y  which has led 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  poor  state of Soviet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s .  

W i p i n g  and T i rana ,  it w i l l  p robably  be u s e f u l  t o  first 
examine t h e  cour se  of Sino-Albanian r e l a t i o n s  s i n c e  t he  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  two regimes.  

Be fo reexamin ing the  a f f i n i t y o f  views emerging between 
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n 
v .  SPNO-ALBANIAN RELATIONS: 1949-1959 

Albania ,  a l o n g  wi th  other Communist governments,  recog- 
n i z e d  t h e  Chinese P e o p l e * s  Republ ic  shoiotly a f t e r  its establish- 
ment i n  October 1949, b u t  for  t h e  nex t . , fou r  y e a r s  t h e  CPR 
appeared only b a r e l y  aware o f t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  Albania .  Diplo- 
matic r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were n o t  exchanged u n t i l  t h e  summer of 
1954.* By t h a t  date t h e  CPR had long  s i n c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d i p l o -  
matic and t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  other E a s t e r n  European 
S a t e l l i t e s  and b y  1954 w a s ’ c a r r y i n g  on a n  estimated 20 percen t  
of its f o r e i g n  t r a d e  wi th . them.  

Immediately a f te r  the death  of S t a l i n ,  both Communist 
China and  t h e  USSR took  s - t eps  t o  enhance Pe ip ing ’ s  p r e s t i g e  
and tolncrease its a c t u a l  s t r e n g e h ,  and it was a p p a r e n t l y  
i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  China and Albania  agreed t o  exchange 
Ambassadors. By t h i s  date too t h e  Sov ie t  bloc c o u n t r i e s  were 
normal iz ing  s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Yugoslavia a g a i n ,  and b o t h  
Moscow and Pe ip ing  may have cons ide red  i t  exped ien t  t h a t  China 
exchange ambassadors w i t h  Albania  p r ior  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i p l o -  
m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Belgrade. (China and Yugoslavia es- 
t a b l i s h e d  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  one y e a r  la ter ,  i n  May 1955). 

moved r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  nex t  t w o  y e a r s  t o  expand its t ies  w i t h  
Albania ,  a l though  there  w a s  l i t t l e  evidence  of any response  
or a p p r e c i a t i o n  from Albania .  In October 1954, c u l t u r a l  
and t e c h n i c a l  coope ra t ion  agreements  were s i g n e d  i n  Pe ip ing .  
I n  e a r l y  December t h e  C h i n e s e  gave  Albania  a g a f t  of  $2,000,000 
I n  the f o r m  of 20,000 t o n s  of w h e a t ,  2,000 t o n s  o f  sugar and 
r ice each and other i t e m s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  unprecedented n a t u r e  of  
t h e  gift** and t h e  obvious d i s p l a y  o f  Chinese i n t e r e s t  i n  
a s s i s t i n g  A l b a n i a ,  t h e  Albanian leadership d i d  n o t  appear  
t o  a t t a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  i t .  When t h e  f i r s t  
shipment of t h e  f r e e  g r a i n  a r r i v e d  a t  Durres  i n  Marcb 1955, 
Vice Premier Tuk Jakova, who was soon t o  be ous t ed  from h i s  
c e n t r a l  committee and government p o s t s ,  w a s  t h e  ranking  Albanian 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on t h e  welcoming committee. 

Once having e s t a b l i s h e d  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  Pe ip ing  

*Hsu I -hs in  was named Chinese ambassador t o  T i r a n a ,  and 
N e s t i  Nasse w a s  A lban ia ’ s  f i r s t  ambassador t o  t h e  CPR. 

sa te l l i t e ,  except  one t o  Hungary fo l lowing  t h e  1956 revolu-  
t i o n .  

**Communist China h a s . n e v e r  made g i f t s  to any o t h e r  



During 1955 r e l a t i o n s  cont inued  t o  expand, w i t h  t h e  s i g n -  
i n g  of a y e a r l y  trade agreement i n  NIarch and a radio broadcast- 
i n g  agreement i n  September. I n  J u l y  a n  Albanian c u l t u r a l  dele- 
g a t i o n  v i s i t e d  China,  and i n  December t h e  first Chinese c u l t u r a l  
d e l e g a t i o n  v i s i t e d  Albania ,  which w a s  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  its s t a y  
by Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  S h t y l l a  and Manush M y f t i u , .  a p o l i t b u r o  
a l t e r n a t e  member. By t h e  beginning  of  1956 t h e  p re sence  of 
Chinese personnel  i n  Albania  w a s  becoming e v i d e n t .  I n  February 

I l w h i l e  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
'were still much i n  ev iaence ,  reborted t h a t  t h e  more r e c e n t  
developmentwas a large Chinese mis s ion  there, which  h e  estimated 
a t  about  150-200 i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and embassy 
pe r sonne l  e 

On 29 March 1956, t h e  Chinese Red C r o s s  g r a n t e d  t h e  A l -  
ban ian  Red Cross 20,000 yens  (20,000 r u b l e s )  t o  care for A l -  
ban ians  who had s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  a s e v e r e  w i n t e r .  One day l a t e r ,  
T i r a n a  Radio announced t h a t  t h e  USSR-Red Cros's had offered 
40,000 r u b l e s  i n  re l ief .  The t i m i n g  of t h e  Sov ie t  offer  sug- I 

gests t h a t  t h e  USSR may have been more concerned about t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  Chinese a t t e n t i o n  t o  Albania  t h a n  t h e  Albanians ap- 
p e a r  t o  have been. 

i n  May 1956 af ter  a two-year t o u r  w a s  symbolic  of t h e  Albanian 
a t t i t u d e  towards t b e  CPR d u r i n g  t h e s e  years. There  were no 
signs i n  e a r l y  1956 t h a t  t h e  Albanian leaders h e l d  China i n  
any special regard w i t h i n  t h e  bloc, or foresaw any p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  Chinese suppor t  a t  some f u t u r e  date cou ld  become an alter- 
n a t i v e  t o  Sov ie t  support. Though China had  extended t o  Albania  
special economic a s s i s t a n c e  and  some e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a t t e n t i o n ,  
t h i s  a id  w a s  unimportant  i n  comparison t o  S o v i e t  a s s i s t a n c e .  
Furthermore,  on t h e  fundamental  i s s u e  of rapprochement w i t h  
T i t o ' s  Yugoslavia,  t h e  CPR h a d  evidenced a t  t h i s  stage no 
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  program. 

The r o u t i n e  recal l  of Alban ia ' s  first ambassador t o  Pe ip ing  

I 
I 

I 

Albanian Leaders  v i s i t  Pe ip ing  
I 

On 29 August 1956 Hoxha and Shehu departed for Pe ip ing  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  8 t h  congres s  of t h e  Chinese p a r t y .  I n  w a s ' t h e i r  I 

f irst v i s i t  t o  t h e  Far  E a s t  and first e x t e n s i v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  Chinese leaders. I t  also marked t h e  beginning  of s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  Albanian i n t e r e s t  i n  China. 

The Albanian leadersw extended v i s i t ' ( t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  
t o  Albania  u n t i l  7 October) co inc ided  w i t h  t h e  growing concern 
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i n  P e i p i n g  fo r  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Sov ie t  p r e s s u r e  i n  1955-1956. 
T h i s  may p a r t l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  p e r c e p t i b a e  i n c r e a s e  i n  Albanian 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  China af ter  October 1956, a l though  i n  t h e  wake of 

f 
among Communist bloc leaders o v e r 3 e f f e c t s  of t h e  de- . 
S t a l i n i z a t i o n  campaign and t h e  rapprochement w i t h  Yugoslavia.  
Thus t h e  Chinese Congress  provided a face- to- face  o p p o r t u n i t y  
for  bloc leaders, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Albanians ,  to l e a r n  t h e  Chi- 
nese  view on these problems e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y  concerned i n t r a -  
bloc r e l a t i o n s  and bloc u n i t y .  P o l i s h  officials subsequent ly  re- 
p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Chinese i n  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  had suppor ted  
Pol i sh  a s p i r a t i o n s  for greater independence from Moscow. A l -  
though t h e  dogmatic or thodox views of t h e  Albanian leaders 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t b e  o p p o s i t e  extreme of t h e  pql i t ical  spec t rum 
from t h e  views of t h e  Pol ish l iberals,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
Hoxha and Shehu may a l so  have found some sympathy for  t h e i r  
views among t h e  Chinese.  

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1956 t h e  Chinese were p r i m a r i l y  concerned 
w i t h  t h e  maintenance of t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  bloc which was 
b e i n g  weakened and t h r e a t e n e d  by Sov ie t  p o l i c y .  The Chinese 
had reacted w i t h  c a u t i o n  and r e s e r v e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  downgrading 
of S t a l i n  i n  February 1956 and bad become i n c r e a s i n g l y  alarmed 
by developmbnts %II E a s t e r n  Europe d u r i n g  t h e  summer. A t  t h e  
September Congress L i u  Sbao-chi se t  f o r t h  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  China 
w a s  t o  pursue  i n  i n t r a - b l o c  r e l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  remainder  
of 1956 and i n  t h e  first h a l f  of 1957. On t h e  one hand, h e  
s a id ,  " t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y  hopes and works for t h e  
great i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  proletar ia t"  And w i l l  
"cont inue  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  s o l i d a r i t y ( (  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  
Communist parties. But h e  added " in  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
a l l  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  w e  must show w a r m t h  and take a modest 
a t t i t u d e  toward them. W e  must r e s o l u t e l y  oppose any dangerous 
i n c l i n a t i o n  toward g r e a t - n a t i o n  chauvinism or bourgeois  n a t i o n a l -  
i s m  * (' 

.Thus t h e  two-sided Chinese  l i n e - - s t r e s s  on bloc s o l i d a r i t y ,  
on t h e  one hand, and condemnation of g r e a t - m u o m  chauvinism 
on t h e  other--was e q u a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  for  P o l i s h  and Albanian 
leaders. For w h i l e  t h e  leaderships of t h e s e  parties had no  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  withdraw from t h e  bloc, each s t r o n g l y  objected 
t o  t h e  Sov ie t  p r a c t i c e  of g r e a t - n a t i o n  chauvin ism--par t icu lar ly  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s .  The Pol ish leaders 
w e r e  o b j e c t i n g  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  Moscow was endeavoring t o  
place 'on d e s t a l i n i z a t i o n ;  Albanian leaders w e r e  o b j e c t i n g  t o  
S o v i e t  effor ts  t o  push them f u r t h e r  i n  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  
t h e y  wisbed t o  go. 
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of Moscow and t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of bloc u n i t y ,  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r o l e  
g e n e r a l l y  i n  E a s t e r n  European a f fa i r s .  Thus t h e  growth of 
Albanian-Chinese r e l a t i o n s  af ter  1956 p a r a l l e l e d  'similar develop- 
ments  in o t h e r  E a s t e r n  European counti".ies, and o n l y  assumed 
r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h  t h e  emergence of Sino-Soviet  differences,  
and w i t h  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  by Albanian leaders of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  Chinese view on Communist i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
s t r a  t egg e 

Wheri a Chinese c u l t u r a l  d e l e g a t i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  T i r ana  i n  
la te  December 1956, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r f u n c t o r y  r e c e p t i o n  
of a s i m i l a p  d e l e g a t i o n  a year earlier, i t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  by 
Shehu and other P o l i t b u r o  leaders. (Hoxha w a s  a b s e n t ,  be ing  
i n  t h e  USSR i n  December and January . )  An even more cordial 
r e c e p t i o n  w a s  g iven  a Chinese pa r l i amen ta ry  d e l e g a t i o n ,  headed 

-by p o l i t b u r o  member Peng Chen, w h i c h  t o u r e d  Albania  from 11-17 
January 1957. 
l a r g e  crowds and t h e  delegation was m e t  on a r r i v a l  and s e e n  
off on d e p a r t u r e  by t h e  whole Alban ianPo l i tbu ro  
Hoxba who was still in Moscow) ,  I n  February a n  Albanian trade 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  l e f  by Trade M i n i s t e r  Ng je l a ,  t r a v e i e d  t> Peip ing  
t o  s i g n  a n  agreement concern ing  t h e  u s e  by Albania  of a long- 
t e r m  Chinese credit. 

q u i r i n g  l n  Albania  and throughout  E a s t e r n  Europe w a s  bwoming 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t .  Commenting on t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n 9 r l  

p a r t l y  mot iva ted  by n h t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of s t r u g g l e  against 
Turks and S lavs ,  found t h i s  i n c r e a s i n g  C h i n e s e  ilmfluence com- 
f o r t i n g  t o  them,  even though t h e y  i n  no way cons ide red  t h e  
Chinese as  a possible a l t e r n a t i v e  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  USSR. 

I t  w a s  greeted everywhere by e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

(except 

By t h e  s p r i n g  of 1957 t h e  U f l u e n c e  w h i c h  China w a s  ac- 

expressed  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  Albanians ,  

For t h e  n e x t  twelve  months--until  t h e  resumption of t h e  
bloc-wide ant i -Yugoslav campaign i n  A p r i l  and May 1958--A1- 
banian-Chinese r e l a t i o n s  cont inued  t o  expand. An Albanian 
trade union d e l e g a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  May Day c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  
Pe ip ing ,  and t e n  days l a te r  a youth d e l e g a t h n ,  headed by 
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Albanian youth union,  lef t  for China 
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  t h i r d  Congress  o f  Cbinese youth.  From 8 May- 
15  ,Juneo 1957, a n  Albanian p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e l e g a t i o n ,  headed 
by P o l i t b u r o  member R i t a  Marko and i n c l u d i n g  MPS. Hoxha, 
t o u r e d  China. During its s t a y  i t  w a s  given  a banquet  by L iu  
Shao-cbi. On 31 May a m a i l  and te lecommunicat ions agreement 
was s i g p e d ,  and on 9 J u l y  a direct r a d i o - t e l e g r a p b i c  s e r v i c e  
was o f f i c i a l l y  opened between Pe ip ing  and T i r a n a .  



I n  March 1958, t h e  CPR, as t h e  USSR had done a year 
earlier, announced t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of a l l  debts owed by A l -  
ban ia .  T h i s  amounted t o  a n  estimated $17 m i l l i o n .  Chinese 
i n f l u e n c e  was becoming so pronounced t h a t (  
w a s  l e d  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on Chinese i n t e n t i o n s .  I lnote 
t h a t  t h e  number of Chinese and o t h e r  As ians  i n  Albania  on a l l  
k i n d s  of miss ions  w a s  s u r p r k s i n g l y  large and i n c r e a s i n g ,  creating 
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  Chinese were p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  Albania .  I n  t h e  op in ion ,  there appeared 
t o  be a desire by tdeChinesenoE  only  o assert t h e i r  p re sence  
by t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  b u t  a lso t o  unde r t ake  a s p e c i f i c  
p e n e t r a t i o n  of Albania ,  perhaps  i n  compe t i t i on  w i t h  t h e  USSR. 

1958, t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  Pe ip ing  assumed i n  t h e  resumption of t h e .  
anti-Yugoslav campaign i n  e a r l y  May w a s  w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  
enhance its c a p a b i l i t i e s .  
stood s q u a r e l y  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  Albanians  i n  t h e i r  con t inued  
v i t r o l i c  attacks on t h e  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s .  Ch ina ' s  un- 
wavering s u p p o r t  on t h i s  i s s u e  provided a so l id  b a s i s  for 
i n c r e a s i n g  Albanian i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  Chinese.  

I n  a n  e l e c t i o n  speech on 27 May, Sbebu, though n o t  depart- 
i n g  from accepted Sov ie t  s t a n d a r d s  a t  t h a t  stage, p a i d  specific 
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Chinese Communists and t h e  example t h e y  were 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  for other Asian people ,  "With its more than  600 
mil ldon  people ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " t h e  Great Peop le ' s  Republ ic  of China 
is marching a t  a n  unprecedented pace on t h e  road  toward b u i l d -  
i n g  s o c i a l i s m .  Peop le ' s  China, f a i t h f u l l y  guided by its 
g l o r i o u s  Communist p a r t y  h a s ,  i n  fact, become a d r i v i n g  force 
f o r  a l l  Asian people  on t h e  road of l i b e r a t i o n  and prosperi ty ."  
Hoxha also praised t h e  " g i g a n t i c  s teps"  which  t h e  Chinese, '  
who had in t roduced  t h e i r  "great leap forward,"  were t a k i n g  
towards Communism. 

If t h i s  indeed w a s  t h e  Chinese i n t e n t  by t h e  s p r i n g  of 

From t h i s  d a t e  onward t h e  Chinese 

Though i n d i c a t i n g  i n  May t h a t  t h e  Chinese.example w a s  
u s e f u l  on ly  to o t h e r  As ians ,  by t h e  w i n t e r  of 1958-1959 t h e  
Albanian l e a d e r s ,  as w e l l  as some other s a t e l l i t e  leaders, 
were beginning  t o  f i n d  merit i n  Chinese i n n o v a t i o n s  for t h e i r  
own c o u n t r i e s .  On 7 November t h e  Albanian c e n t r a l  committee 
i s s u e d  a decree r e q u i r i n g  all o f f i c i a l s  i n c l u d i n g  p a r t y  and 
s ta te  cadres, members of t b e  c e n t r a l  committee, and  a l l  
s t a t e  and p a r t y  employees, t o  engage i n  p h y s i c a l  labor for a t  
least one month each y e a r .  The Albanian p r e s s  w a s  a l s o  t a k i n g  
n o t e  of t h e  Chinese communes i n  f a v o r a b l e  t e r m s .  Wbm Mos- 
cow's s t r o n g  d i s a p p r o v a l  of these Chinese i n n o v a t i o n s  became 
a p p a r e n t ,  however, Albanian and other s a t e l l i t e  o f f i c i a l s  soon 
f e l l  s i l e n t  on t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t .  

I 
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Meanwhile, however, Q s t a t e  an party relations continued t o  
expand. From 17 S e p t e a b e r t o  29 October 1958 a m i l i t a r y  delega- 
t i o n ,  headed by Defense M i n i s t e r  Bal luku,  t o u r e d  China at t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  of Defense M i n i s t e r  Peng Te-buai. The v i s i t  coincided 
w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t b e  o f f s h o r e  i s l a n d s ,  and 
Albanian and Chinese l e a d e r s  w e r e  p r o f u s e  i n  t h e i r  exchanges 
of mutual s u p p o r t .  The  Chinese Defense M i n i s t e r  characterized 
t h e  Albanian armed f o r c e s  as t h e  "guardian of  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of 
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  camp a l o n g  t h e  A d r i a t i c  Sea." 

Kellezi a r r i v e d  i n  P e i p i n g  t o  c o n f e r  on s t r e n g t h e n i n g  economic 
coope ra t ion ,  and on 16 January  a new l o n g  t e r m  trade agreement 
w a s  s igned .  To a c c e n t u a t e  its s i g n i f i c a n c e  Cbou En-lai  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  ceremonial  s i g n i n g .  T h i s  agreement ,  p rov id ing  for a l o a n  
of 55 m i l l i o n  r u b l e s  ($13-8 m i l l i o n )  between 1961-1965 was t h e  
largest y e t  advanced by China. 

exchanges between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  
a n d ' s t a t e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  headed by p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  S p i r o  Koleka, 
v i s i t e d  China. I n  May a p a r t y  d e l e g a t i o n  headed by Hysni Kapo, 
t h e  t h i rd - r ank ing  man i n  t h e  Albanian h i e r a r c h y ,  was r e c e i v e d  
by Chou En- la i ,  Teng Hsiao-ping and o t h e r  Chinese leaders. 
Between 28 May and 2 June ,  c o i n c i d i n g  i n  p a r t  w i t h  Khrushchev's 
v i s i t ,  Defense M i n i s t e r  Peng Te-huai t ou red  Alban ia .  F i n a l l y ,  
n e a r  t h e  end of September, a n  Albanian s ta te  and p a r t y  de l e -  
g a t i o n ,  headed by Premier  Shehu and a l t e r n a t e  p o l i t b u r o  mem- 
b e r s  Haki Toska and A d i l  C a r c a n i p  set o u t  f o r  t h e  1 0 t h  an- 
n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  CPR i n  Pe ip ing .  
time a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t i o n ,  l e d  by chairman of  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Audi t ing  Commission KQCO Tashko, v i s i t e d  China.  From t h i s  d a t e  
AlbaniaOs r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  China blossomed, w h i l e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  USSR w i t h e r e d  away. 

I n  December 1958 a t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n  headed by Vice Premier 

During 1959 there was a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number of  h igh - l eve l  
I n  March a c e r e m o n i a l p a r t y  

At t h e  same 
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V I .  MOSCOW LOSES A SATELLITE 

I t  was perhaps a t  t h e  l Q t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of the  
CPR in Feiping i n  October 1959 t h a t  t h e  Albanian leaders be- 
came f u l l y  aware of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  for  themselves  of the  
.growing estrangement  between Moscow and P e i p i n g .  Up t o  t h i s  

' p o i n t  t h e  Albanians had been o u t  of step w i t h  MQSCOW ove r  
Yugoslavia and t h e  means of handl ing  Yugoslav r ev i s ion i sm,  
but t h e y  had never  d e v i a t e d  i n  any other respect f r o m  com- 
plete suppor t  of S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  Like a f e w  o t h e r  
sa te l l i t es ,  t h e y  h a d - a l s o  been enamored i n  1958 w i t h  China ' s  
"g rea t  l e a p  forward" and t h e  methods in t roddced  by t h e  
Chinese t o  push it forward,  bu t  t he  Albanian leaders had 
q u i c k l y  f a l l e n  s i l e n t  when Moscow's d i s p l e a s u r e  became ap- 

Prior t o  September 1959 t h e  Albanians had g iven  e v e r y  

: :parent . 
t 

evidence  of viewing Khsushchevgs c o e x i s t e n c e  p o l i c y  s t r i c k l y  
w i t h i n  the c o n t e x t  of its impact on Yugoslavia 's  role w i t h i n  
t h e  b loc .  Its wider r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munist  s t r a t e g y  or r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  Western powers had n o t  
appeared t o  concern  Albanian leaders. But fo l lowing  t h e  
W i p i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  t h e y  began t o  adopt p o s i t i o n s  i n  sup- 
port of t h e  C h i n e s e  on both i d e o l o g i c a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
i s s u e s  which were in d i s p u t e  between MQSCOW and Pe ip ing .  

Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  which had been growing f o r  
two y e a r s ,  were expres sed  s h a r p l y  a t  P e i p i n g * s  October C e l e -  
.b ra t ion ,  which followed Khrushchew's v i s i t  to the  Uibited 
States i n  September 1959. Khrushchev a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  eele- 
b r a t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n t  upon convinc ing  t h e  C h i n e s e  leaders 
of t h e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  and c o r r e c t n e s s  of h i s  c o e x i s t e n c e  
p o l i c y  and summit n e g o t i a t i o n s .  The Chinese n o t  o n l y  r e f u s e d  
t o  a g r e e  with Khrushchev but  in their ta lks  w i t h  f o r e i g n  
d e l e g a t i o n s  endeavored t o  g a i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  Chinese 
view tha t  the Communist camp should  pursue  more m i l i t a n t  
and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  tactics under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of S o v i e t  
m i l i t a r y  power. The Pol i sh  d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Warsaw 
convinced t h a t  impor tan t  differences i n  approach and p o l i c y  
existed between MQSCOW and Peip ing ,  bu t  f i r m l y  a l i g n e d  be- 
h ind  Khrushchev, There is evidence ,  however, tha t  a t  least 
t h e  Czech., E a s t  Geman,  and Albanian S a t e l l i t e  d e l e g a t i o n s  
were sympathetic t o  the  Chinese argmaent.  Soviet-Czech r@- 
lat ionas,  f o r  exmpPe, were s t r a ined  d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  and win- 
ter  of 1989-1960, and a t  the Warsaw Pact  meet ing  in Moscow 
in February 1960 Novotny was t h e  on ly  satell i te leader n o t  
g iven  a p r i v a t e  audience  by Khrushchev. 

I 
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I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e i r  I n s  w i t h  Chinese and 
o t h e r  bloc off ic ia ls  i n  Rigiaag in October, the Albanian 
l e a d e r s  had the  o p p o r t u n i t y  d u r i n g  Aiagust, September and 
October t o  l e a r n  t h e  views of s e v e r a l  other bloc leaders. 
Hoxha had vaca t iondd  i n  Czechoslovakia  and Bu lga r i a  d u r i n g  
t h i s  t i m e  and Shehu had s p e n t  a month in t h e  USSR pr ior  
t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  m i p i n g  i n  g a t e  September. In ad- 
d i t i o n  Wllgar ian F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Zhivkov vaca t ioned  in 
Albania  between '7 and 17 O c h b e r o  

I t  seems q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e  
were a major s u b j e c t  of d i s c u s s i o n  m o o g  bloc leaders a t  
t h i s  t i m e  sand Hoxha probably  found some sympathy among both 
t h e  Bulgar ian  and Czech l e a d e r s h i p s  f o r  t h e  Chinese position. 
Shehu probably  carried away f r 0 m  R i g i n g  also t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  the Chinese views were h i g h l y  regarded among o t h e r  b l o c  
o f f i c i a l s ,  and t h a t  t h e  USSR would be r e q u i r e d  to adapt 
itself t o  t h e  Chinese l i n e .  

Albanians Reflect Chinese V i e w s  

Hoxha's 20 Sebtember speech  ( h i s  first i n  a lmost  three 
months) gave t h e  f irs t  inkXing tha t  n o t  a l l  problems had 
been permanent ly  r e so lved  between Albania  and t h e  USSR dus- 
i n g  t h e  Khrushchev v i s i t  i n  May. Moreover i t  appeared to , 

reflect more c l e a r l y  C h i n e s e  t h i n k i n g  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  re- 
l a t ions  t h a n  t h e  "Camp David s p i r i t "  which Hoxha then  pro- 
fessed t o  suppor t .  Although Hoxha heralded Khrushchev's 
disarmament proposals i n  t h i s  speech and d u t i f u l l y  observed 
t h a t  t h e  Eisenhower-Khrushchev meet ing  would r e s u l t  i n  a 
"thawing" ~f t he  cold war, he warned t h a t  despite " the  
improved i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n , "  it was necessa ry  t o  "in- 
crease hatred a g a i n s t  t h e  main enemies--the i m p e r i a l i s t s a n d  
t h e i r  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s . "  H e  a lso said 
Albania  could  n o t  r e l a x  u n t i l  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  disarm, because 
the imperialistswere w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  "to stab us 
i n  the back." 

By mid-october, t h e  Albanians were c l e a r l y  a l i g n i n g  them- 
s e l v e s  wi th  China on c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s ,  On 15 October 
Radio T i r a n a  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  almost a y e a r  referred 
t o  the Chinese communes9 p r a i s i n g  them for  t r ans fo rming  "a 
poorly developed d i s t r ic t  i n t o  a r i c h  one i n  a shor t  t i m e . "  
On 22 NoVemIlber t he  Albanian r a d i o  a g a i n  praised t h e  communes, 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e w - i n  a fo rmula t ion  v e r y  o f f e n s i v e  t o  MOSCSW-- 
as t he  "best  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  % o m  fo r  b u i l d i n g  socialism and 
p a s s i n g  t o  Communism." 
aid t o  Albania  which it said had inc luded  a 50 m i l l i o n  r u b l e  

The same broadcast also praised China ' s  

g r a n t  i n  1954 and a 30 m i l l i o n  g r a n t  i n  1956. ~ 
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A let ter by Hoxha t~ borde r  guard r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  

Union of Working Youth, broadcast by t h e  T i r a n a  Home Serv ice  
on 23 October, appeared t o  be even more c l e a r l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  MOSC~QW*S e f f o r t s  to improve i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relations and 
t o  reflect T i r a n a ' s  f e a r  of t h e  consequences of a genuine 
East-West d e t e n t e .  The le t ter  cal led f o r  greater v i g i l a n c e  
on t h e  border areas "because the warmongering imperialists 
and t h e i r  l ackeys  of a l l  t y p e s  have tr ied and still con t inue  
t o  t r y  t o  throw t h e  world i n t o  an in fe rno . "  A t o m i c  rocket 
bases be ing  established i n  I t a l y  and Greece "are directed 
against  usp )' Hoxha exp la ined ,  "and t he  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s t s - -  

from t h e  Americans and are t r a i n i n g  spies and d i v e r s i o n i s t s ,  
a g a i n s t  o u r  country."  

l i b e r a t i o n  on 28 November again po in ted  up  t h e  growing c leavage  
i n  Soviet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  warmth in Sino- 
Albanian re la t ions.  I n  his major  address Hoxha a g a i n  de- 
l i v e r e d  a l e n g t h l y  o u t b u r s t  a g a i n s t  Yugoslavia,  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  
T i t o i s t  f r i e n d s h i p  as merely  ?'the mask t h a t  c o n c e a l s  the 
w o l f . "  Moscow'reduced h i s  speech t o  f i v e  l i n e s  i n  Pravda, .and 
i n s t e a d  pub l i shed  a special ar t ic le  by Hoxha which delt. 
a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  Albanian economic achievements.  The 
ar t ic le  mentioned the  danger of "contemporary rev is ionism" 
b u t  wi thout  specific r e f e r e n c e  t o  Yugoslavia,  S i m i l a r l y ,  
the S o v i e t  g r e e t i n g s  to T i r a n a  made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e v i s i o n -  
i s m  b u t  s imply  asserted t h a t  t he  government of Albania  was 
conduc t ing  a p e a c e f u l  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and " a c t i v e l y  f i g h t i n g  
f o r  the  l i q u i d a t i o n  of the c o l d  war."' 

In contrast ,  the  Chinese g r e e t i n g s  exlpressed special 
g r a t i t u d e  t o  the  Albanians for defending  the " p u r i t y  of Marxr 
ism-mninism a g a i n s t  modern rev is ionism."  On the  same day of 
t h e  Pravda art icle,  Feoplegs Da i ly  pub l i shed  an article by 
Shehu i n  which he spoke p e r s i s t e n t l y  of " T r o s t s k y i t e  Yugo- 
s l a v i a "  and its " T r o t s k y i t e  leaders" and declared t h a t  t he  
Albanian p a r t y  would neve r  compromise w i t h  the  Yugoslav r e v i s i o n -  
ists u n t i l  t h e y  were crushed .  

. t h e  sworn enemies & Marxism-Uninism--are buying p l a n e s  

Events  su r round ing  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of Alban3an 

1 
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A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however, t h e  Albanian leaders cont inued  

t o  pay homage t o  Moscow, and the  S o v i e t  leaders con t inued  i n  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  Albanian conformi ty  w i t h  bloc p o l i c y .  
Presidium member Spi r idonov,  who was dispatched by Moscow t o  
a t t e n d  the  T i rana  @C91ebratPoKh, was m e t  by H Q X ~ ~ ,  Shehu, Kapo . 
and other p o l i t b u r o  members, and t he  exchange of  speeches re- 
dounded in. mutual admi ra t ion .  On h i s  departure Spi r idonov 
praised t h e  p r o g r e s s  Albania had made and t h e  care and a t t e n -  
t i o n  he and h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  had r ece ived .  In t u r n  Hoxha and 
others praised t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  of Khrushchev' earlier 
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. v i s & t s ' % o , i A l b a n f a .  and . the United S t  at&, as well as S o v i e t  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  general. 'Again i-n .December 
i n  h i s  f o r e i g n ' p o l i c y  . rev iew,  Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  ShCylla p r a i s e d  
S o v f e t l i n i t i a t i v e s  and e f f o r t s  towards e a s i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n s .  

and r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  S o v i e t  Union w e r e . t o  d e t e r k o r a t e  p r e c i p i -  
t a t e l y  throughout  t h e  year .  On 6 January,  Vukmanovic-Tempo, 
the ,head  of t h e  Yugoslav trade un ions  and a member of t h e  
P o l i t b u r o ,  l e f t  Belgrade € o r  a three weeks v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
USSR a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of the  S o v i e t  trade union ,  T l i i s , w a s  
the first v i s i t  by a h igh  Yugoslav o f f i c i a l  t o  the  S o v i e t  
Union s i n c e  November 1957, and it was preceded by t a l k s  be- 
tween Khrushchev and the  Yugoslav Ambassador i n  Moscow and 
T i t o  and t h e  S o v i e t  Ambassador i n  Belgrade. Although 
Vukmanovic's t a l k s  w i t h  Khrushchev and o t h e r  S o v i e t  leaders 
d u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  were unproduct ive ,  t h e y  seemed t o  demonst ra te  
Khrushchev's c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  rapprochement. I t  seems 
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  l i g h t  of t h e i r  remonstrance i n  1955, and 
t h e  d e t e n t e  p o l i c y  being pursued by Moscow i n  the f a l l  and 
w i n t e r  of 1959 and 1960, t h a t  t h e  Albanians were alarmed 
over t h e  pu rpose  of t h e  t a l k s  and expres sed  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
to  Moscow. 

Warsaw Pact C o n f e r e n c e . i n  Moscow,~ February-1960 .'. 

The y e a r  1960 opened ominously for  the  Albanian leaders, 

There are no r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  on any exchanges between 
t h e  S o v i e t  and Albanian leaders a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  bu t  it is 
e v i d e n t  t h a t - e l a t i o n s  had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  degenera ted  below 
the  l e v e l  indicated i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  when b loc  
l e a d e r s  assembldd i n  MOSCOW 2-4 February f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
conference  and meet ing  of t h e  Warsaw Fact. A t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

- meet ing  Hoxha attacked mlish a g r i c u l t u r a l  practices, com- 
p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  Poles were st i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  a s y s t e m  of 
p r i v a t e  capitalism which was both  an  a f f r o n t  and .a danger to 
the  e n t i r e s o c i a l i s t  camp. Khrushchev angfr i ly  replied t h a t  
t h e  Albanian,comrades shou ld  t e n d  t o  their own a f f a i r s ,  which 
were none t o o  good. The Poles knew best ,  Khrushchev Said, what 
was needed in t h e i r  coun t ry ,  and t h e  i m i t a t i o n  of models and 
t h e  practicing of t h e o r e t i c a l  g e n e r a l i t i e s :  would have to 

, cease, since social c o n d i t i o n s  i n  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  were d i f f e ren t ,  
Khrushchev then  noted  t h a t  what counted  a t  present were n o t  
d i d a c t i c  t e x t s  and t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  p roduc t ion  f i g u r e s  
and c o r r e c t  ones .  

S ince  Khrushchev had s t r o n g l y  endorsed  Gomulka's p o l i c i e s '  
a t  t h e  Pol i sh  p a r t y  congres s  i n  March 1959, and had expres sed  
diSaPgOintnwnt wi th  Albanian a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  the summer 02 1959, 
O n e  can Only surmise t h a t . t h e  A l b a n i a n l a t t a c k s  on P o l i s h  agri- 
c u l t u r a l  methods stemmed more from i r r i t a t i o n  and f r u s t r a t i o n  



t h a n  any b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  l u l d  produce c o n s t r u c t i v e  
r e s u l t  6. 

A t  t h e  Warsaw Pact meet ing  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day the Alban- 
i a n . l e a d e r s  found themselves  a g a i n  under i n d i r e c t  at tack from 
Khrushchev. A t  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  over  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  were brought  f o r  the  first t i m e  b e f o r e  a n  as- 
sembly of t h e  b loc  l e a d e r s .  The Chinese o b s e r v e r ,  Kang Sheng, 
an alternate m e m b e r  of t h e  CCP p o l i t b u r o ,  d e l i v e r e d  a speech 
which differed so markedly from t h e  S o v i e t  l i n e  t h a t  it was 
never  pub l i shed  by t h e  bloc press o u t s i d e  China.  Con t ra ry  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t he  s i t u a t i o n  was f a v o r a b l e  f o r  
East-West n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  Kang charged t h a t  American t a lk  of 
peace w a s  m e r e l y  a tactic to l u l l  t h e  bloc and " d i s m e m b e r  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  camp.'' Khrushchev is r e p o r t e d  t o  have c r i t i c i z e d  
the  C h i n e s e  fo r  r e f u s i n g  to s u p p o r t  Sov ie t  efforts t o  reduce 
world t e n s i o n  add t o  have attacked c e r t a i n  Chinese  a c t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  border  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Ind ia .  He a l s o  cri t icized 
t h e  C h i n e s e  a t t i t u d e  towards  Yugoslavia,  cha rg ing  t h a t  t h i s  
c r e a t e d  d i s u n i t y  among bloc c o u n t r i e s .  

S o v i e t  b l o c ,  n o t  o n l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  the g r a v i t y  of t h e  Sino-  
S o v i e t  d i s p u t e ,  b u t  must have made clear t o  t h e  A l b a n i a n s  
t h e i r  tenuous p o s i t i o n .  For Khrushchev's a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
China ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h o s e  w i t h  regard t o  Yugoslavia,  w e r e  
e q u a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Albania .  

Hoxha and Shehu r e t u r n e d  t o  Albania  on 9 February angry,  
humi la ted ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  de te rmined  t o  s u p p o r t  China t o  t h e  
best  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  For  t h e , n e x t  t w o  months, however, t h e  
regime con t inued  its ambiva len t  p o l i c y  of avowing s u p p o r t  
f o r  the USSR's p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  p o l i c y  on t h e  one hand, 
whi le  s t r e s s i n g  on the  other the  threat of imperialism. and 
Yugoslav r e v i s i o n i s m  and t h e  need t o  increase p o p u l a r , v i g i l a n c e  
a g a i n s t  attempts t o  overthrow the  p r e s e n t  system. Hoxha did 
n o t  speak  p u b l i c l y  u n t i l  6 March, and then  spoke o n l y  b r i e f l y  
on t h e  e a r l y  February meet ings  i n  Moscow. He p o i n t e d  t o  t he  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n f e r e n c d s  d e c i s i o n  tha t ,  while  p r i o r i t y  
shou ld  be g iven  $0 t he  f u t u r e  development of t h o s e  c r o p s  most 
economica l ly  advantageous t o  it, "each s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y  
shou ld  i n s u r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  bread grain f r o m  its own domestic 
product ion ."  T h i s  amounted to a r e v e r s a l  of Khrushchev's 
admonition i n  May 1939 t o  t he  Albanian leaders tha t  t h e y  
shou ld  grow more f r u i t  and n o t  worry about  g r a i n  p roduc t ion  
since t h e  S o v i e t  Union w a s  a great grain producer  and com3d 
' supply  it. It was t h e  first s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  Moscow had be- 
gun t o  app ly  economic p r e s s u r e  i n  its e f f o r t s  t o  force the  
Albanian l e a d e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  wholehear ted ly  t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  w i t h  China. 

These cha rges ,  d e l i v e r e d  before t h e  leaders of t he  e n t i r e  
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On 27 A p r i l  =aVdI printed article by HOXha i n  which 
he once again aeeuredathe USSR t h a t  Albania would always re- 
main "not i n  word alonne but i n  de@ds" a staunch s u p p o r t e r  of 
Lenin ism and S o v i e t  p o l i c y  i n c l u d i n g  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e .  
In t h e  same ar t ic le ,  he promised a tireless s t r u g g l e  against  

Communist r n ~ v e ~ ~ ~ ~ t .  Ow May Dayp a Zeri i W p u l l i t  e d i t o r i a l  
accused Belgrade and Atlaens of p l ann ing  to cilsmemaber Albania.  
The rest of t h e  bloc-did mot r e p e a t  t h i s  charge, but  on 22 
May t h e  S o v i e t  KQw8aUPniSt i s s u e d  a condemnation of' Yugoslav 
f o r e i g n  as w e l l  as Pnterno l  p o l i c i e s ,  
been c a l c u l a t e d  i n  part  t o  g a i n  Albania's s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  
showdown MOSCOW was p r e p a r i n g  w i t h  China a t  t h e  Rumanian 
p a r t y  congres s  i n  June. 

Nushi depa r t ed  for Pe ip ing  t o  a t tend  the WFTUmeeting, and 
on 3 June a S ~ C O W ~  d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  Hdtxhi L l e s h i  and 
L i r i  BePishova, both p o l i t b u r o   members,^ departed for a month:'s 
t o u r  of China and Asian bloc  c o u n t r i e s ,  Thus t w o  h igh - l eve l  
de l ega t lows  were? i n  China during t h e  f i r s t  three weeks of' 
YUnf3, at a s t a g e  when Peiping: was a c t i v e l y  lobbying  among 
Communist p a r t i e s  for s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  dispute w i t h  Moseow. 

According t o  Hoxhbh, the  Soviet p a r t y  s e n t  a l.ett@r t o  
t h e  Alban ians  i n  early June i n v i t i n g  them t o  discuss some of 
t h e  problems abQUt the Chinese @QmnUEl i s t  p a r t y ,  bu t  Albania  
r e f u s e d  because it wbnted a t h i r d  p a r t y  p r e s e n t .  wi th  t h i s  
le t ter  i n  hand, Hoxha and Shehu were w e l l  aware t h a t  if t h e y  
attended t h e  Rumanian p a r t y  congres s ,  which Khrushcev and 
a l l  other satel l i te  Peaders were a t t e n d i n g ,  they would be 
under  extreme pressure to take a- .p~o-SovPet  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
charges MOSGOW was p r e p a r i n g  t o  b r i n g  a g a i n s t  W i p i n g .  
Hoxha and Shehu a p p a r e n t l y  hoped t o  avoid  a n y  o u t r i g h t  corn- 
mitment,&kber against Moscow o r  f o r  Peiping,  by b a i l i n g  t o  

'YUgOSl&V r@V%SiQ!l?iis6?l9 t h e  mail3 danger to the  hterXlatiOEla1 

The art icle may have 

On 28 Yay a d e l e g a t i o n  headed by golitbunro member Gogo 
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a t tend  t h e  congres s .  
banian,  Hysn i  Kapo, headed t h e  Albanian d e l e g a t i o n .  

I n h e h e  number three A l -  

Bucharest;tMeeting: June 1960 

spoke first,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  h i s  c o e x i s t e n c e  p o l i c y  as an  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  towards Com- 
munism. Following t h e  Chinese c o u n t e r a t t a c k s  i n  which t h e  
Chinese  d e l e g a t i o n  attacked Khrushchev p e r s o n a l l y  on both 
i d e o l o g i c a l  and p e r s o n a l  grounds,  Khrushchev first made 8 
hea ted  response  and then  called upon each d e l e g a t 6 , t o  s ta te  
h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Albania,  leading the  a l p h a b e t ,  was called 
on f irst ,  bu t  Kapo asked to delay his response  till later. 

Whether he spoke later is u n c l e a r .  He d i d  make a t  leaSt 
one speech  a t  t h e  congress, which was pub l i shed ,  I t  fo l lowed 
t h e  l i n e  g e n e r a l l y  adhered t o  by t h e  Albanians s i n c e  t h e  f a l l  
of 1959, and was g e n e r a l l y  pro-Chinese i n  p u r p o r t  thoughL n o t  
avowedly so.  While r ecogn iz ing  and p r a i s i n g  the  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  USSR, Kapo was less than e n t h u s i a s t i c  on t h e  t e n e t s  of 
p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  and n o n - i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of war. H e  did 
n t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  dange r s  of dogmatism and sectarianism, bu t  
a b u s i v e l y  attacked rev i s ion i sm i n  the t y p i c a l  Albanian manner. 

Other  r e p o r t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he spoke more 
p o s i t i v e l y  i n  s u p p o r t  of China ,  i n  what would have been t h e  
speech he made a t  Khrushchev's r eques t .  Hoxha t o l d  the i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  conference  i n  Moscow i n  November 1960, however, t h a t  
the  A l b a n i a n s  had n o t  spoken a t  Bucharest ,  r e s e r v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  d o  so i n  November. He said t h e  cards were obv ious ly  stacked 
i n  Buchares t ,  s i n c e  n e i t h e r  t h e  Chinese no r  other Communist 
parties had had s u f f i c i e n t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of Sov i&t  i n t e n t i o n s  
t o  c o n s i d e r  p r o p e r l y  t h e  charges. 

The i m p l i c a t i o n  i n  Hoxha's remarks tha t  the Albanian 
leaders had n o t  f i r i n ly  decided on t h e i r  f u t u r e  cour se  of 
action i n  June is suppor t ed  by o t h e r  evidence.  Kapo r e t u r n e d  
from t h e  congres s  on 27 June,  b u t  a central committee meet ing  
to, hear and approve h i s  r e p o r t  was no t  held u n t i l  11-12 Ju ly .  
He was m e t  upon a r r i v a l  by s e v e r a l  p o l i a b u r o  members, bu t  
bo th  Hoxha and Shehu were c o n s p i c i o u s l y  a b s e n t .  Indeed, Hoxha 

A t  t h e  Rumanian p a r t y  congres s ,  *(18-27 mne) Khrushchev 

*For a, cemplete  d i s c u s s i o n  of the Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  as it 
developed  a t  t h e  Congress, see ESAU XII-61, 20 February,  1961. 
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made no appearances  o r  sp 4 June and t h e  opening 
of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee m e e t i n g  on 11 J u l y .  In e a r l y  July,  
an Albanian d e l e g a t i o n  led by L l e s h i  and BQlishova r e t u r n e d  
from t h e i r  Par Eastern t o u r .  En route horns, t h e y  a g e n t  one 
day--2 I July--in MQSGOW, where t h e y  were honored by a d i n n e r  
g iven  by t h e  Cbaiman of the  USSR Supreme Presidium Brezhnev 
and a t t e n d e d  by Fro1 Kozlov. According t o  Tass, *'the conver- 
s a t i o n  held durinmg t h e  dinner...took place i n  a cordial at- 
mosphere," bu t  subsequent  charges by H Q X ~  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  
main e f fo r t  of the S o v i e t  leaders was directed at endeavoring 
t o  win the  suppor t  of t h e  Albanians Bra t h e  d i s p u t e  w i t h  China.  
They a p p a r e n t l y  soore8 CoQSiderable success with Madme 
Bel ishova ,  bu t  w i t h  other members of the  d e l e g a t i o n  t h e y  were 
less s u c c e s s f u l .  KapoWs r e p o r t  OB t h e  congress3 ,  combined 
w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  of the  d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n i n g  from C h i n a ,  prob- 
a b l y . o n l y  s t r eng thened  the  Albanian leaders in t h e i r  desire 
t o  resist Moscow. On 111 July the  Albanian c e n t r a l  committee 
f i n a l l y  assembled w i t h  Hoxha p r e s i d i n g .  The communique i s s u e d  
fo l lowing  t h e  meet ing made amply clear t h a t  t h e  Albanian 
leaders had adopted a s t a n c e  of a l l - o u t  s u p p o r t  f o r  the Chinese .  
It stated!' "The plenum comple te ly  and  unanimously approved 
t h e  a t k i t u d e  main ta ined  by t h e  Albanian W~rkers  m r t y  delega- 
t i o n  a t  t h e  meet ing of t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Communist and 
Workers parties, IS w e l l  as t h e  communique released by t he . .  . 
meeting,  held i n  B8lchatrest i n  June 1960." 

The Albanian leaders had thrown down t h e  gauntlet and it 
was now t h e  S o v i e t s  t u r n  t o  respond t o  the challenge. The USSR. 
appears $0 have done t h i s  th rough two channels .  F i r s t ,  Maurice 
Thorez,  the  leader of t h e  French Communist m r t y  and a long  
t i m e  a G q U a i n t a D c e  0% many Albanian Com8iUEXiStS, W a s  dispatched 
t o  Albania  a t  t h e  end of J u l y  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  convince  t h e  - 
Albanian leaders of their f o l l y .  Though Hoxho a t  t h e  conclu-  
s i o n  of T ~ Q F Q Z ' S  v i s i t  made an a p p r o p r i a t e  speech endors ing  
S o v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  he con t inued  to g i v e  o n l y  ambiguous sup- 
port  to S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  policy and avoided any r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  dangers of dogmatism. 

The Abor t ive  Coup A t t e m p t  

s t r e n g t h  wi th in  Albania  t o  overthrow t h e  H~xha-Sfaeh~ l e a d e r -  
s h i p .  According t o  Hoxha, t h e  CPSU sent  a letter i n  August 

China. When t h e  AlbanPmns refused, t he  USSR launched P 
% u r p I s e  attacktf on Albania ,  p r e s s u r i n g  c e r t a i n  leaders 

army t o  overthrow t h e  part$ l e a d e r s h i p .  There is G Q w S i d O r -  
able ev idence  to sugp~rt Hoxhavs charges. 

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  the USSR a p p a r e n t l y  marshaled its 

a s k i n g  the APbaagian party tQ doin forces h COlademing 

to t u r n  atgainst t h e  Albanian a&derslhip, and i n c i t i n g  the  

By September the P~epnch, Italian and Tolrkisla m i s s i o n s  
i n  T i r a n a  had a l l  r e c e i v e d  stories of an a b o r t i v e  a m y  p l o t  
i n  e a r l y  August t o  overthrow the  Albanian l e a d e r s .  Defectors 
t o  Greece also provided some i n f o m a t i o n .  Acccsrdirng t o  these 
stories, t h e  p l o t  i n v o l w e d y @ e r  of Albanian nava l  

. ,. 



forces, vice A c p m i r i l  Sejko: three ar&* generals and numerous 
o t h e r  officers of medium rank ,  as w e l l  as s e v e r a l  p r o v i n c i a l  
par ty  and government leaders. The p l o t  w a s  suppres sed  i n  its 
e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  and about  208 person  were arrested. Western 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  T i r ana  a t  t he  t i m e  no ted  s i g n e . o f  nervous- 
n e s s  among Albanian leaders and a change i n  behav io r  of bloc 
d ip lomat s ,  who began t e l l i n g  stories c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  to t h e i r  
Western c o l l e a g u e s  about  vas t  d i s c o n t e n t  s p r e a d i n g  among the  
Albanian masses and t h e  difficulties f a c e d  by t h e  regime. 
I t  w a s  also noted t h a t  S o v i e t  Ambassador Ivanov was r e c a l l e d  
t o  ?doscow d u r i n g  August, n o t  t o  r e t u r n ,  He was f i n a l l y  
replaced i n  January 1961 by Sh ik in .  

The e x i s t e n c e  of a p l o t  t o  overthrow t h e  regime was 
p u b l i c l y  stated by Hoxha a t  t h e  Albanian p a r t y  c o n g r e s s  
i n  February  1961. He c a r e f u l l y  labelled i t ,  however, an  
"imperialist" p lo t .  Three months later,  a t r i a l  of the 
p l o t t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  Sejko,  a n .  Elbasan dis t r ic t  government 
o f f ic ia l ,  and e i g h t  others, was held  i n  T i r ana ,  and heavy 
s e n t e n c e s  weren'meted o u t  e The S o v i e t .  press never  mentioned 
either HoxhaPs r e v e l a t i o n s  of t h e  " i m p e r i a l i s t "  p lo t  o r  t h e  
t r i a l  itself. One day  pr ior  t o  the  conc lus ion  of the t r i a l  
on 27 May, however, t h e  USSR withdrew its e i g h t  W-class 
submarines  based a t  Vlone. Subsequent ly  it evacuated  the  
n a v a l  base e n t i r e l y  and began t h e  wholesale withdrawal  
of its m i l i t a r y ,  d ip lomat i c ,  and t e c h n i c a l  pe r sonne l  from 
Albania  

With the uncovering and quashing  of t h e  August p lo t ,  
n e i t h e r  YQSCOW nor  T i r ana  made any f u r t h e r  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  
t o  d i s g u i s e  the chasm which had developed between them. 
Moscow began app ly ing  a l l  t h e  l e v e r s  i n  i ts p o s s e s s i o n  
sho r t  of direct m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  t o  force t h e  Alban- 
i a n s  i n t o  l i n e ,  and t h e  T i r a n a  leaders moved b o l d l y  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  any suspec ted  pro-Soviet  p a r t y  e lements .  

Purge of Belishova and Tashko 

A t  a c e n t r a l  committee plenum on 9 September, t w o  
longt ime p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  L i r i  Bel i shova  and Koco Tashko 
were accused  of "grave e r r o r s "  and "hos t i le  a c t i v i t i e s "  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and were ous t ed  from the  l e a d i n g  o rgans  
0% t he  p a r t y ,  S h o r t l y  thereafter Be l i shova ' s  husband, 
Maqo Comop was removed from his post as M i n i s t e r  of  
Agr i cu l tu re .  Bel ishova had a t t e n d e d  a p a r t y  s c h o o l  i n  
t h e  USSR between 1952 and 1954, and as r e c e n t l y  as e a r l y  
J u l y  had talked w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  leaders in Moscow. She 
a p p a r e n t l y  had endeavored t o  persuade her Albanian col- 
leagues t o  abandon t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Moscow's f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y .  Tashko, after g r a d u a t i n g  from Hareard and spending  
some 16 y e a r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  had organized  one of 
t h e  e a r l y  pre-war C o m w i s t  groups  i n  Albania .  He had 

* headed a d e l e g a t i o n  t o  China  i n  October 1959, but  he 



a p p a r e n t l y  had not been s i t h  ChPlPeSe methods and 
advances as were other ABbaniam visitors. As r e c e n t l y  as May 
1960, he had been d e s i g n a t e d  t o  speak at t h e  for thcoming 
Albanian p a r t y  congres s  t h e n  scheduled  f o r  November 

fo l lowed by .a shakeug 0% p a r t y  and government g r O V i l a C i a 1  
l e a d e r s  and many arrests. And i n  mid-September t h e  regime 
announced t h a t  Shehu wodd head the Albanian delegation to 
the UN general  assernbly'which Khranshchev and  a l l  other 
S a t e l l i t e  p a r t y  first secretaries were a t t e n d i n g .  Hoxha's . 
r e f u s a l  to attend was a n o t h e r  ev idence  of t h e  chasm which 
had d e v e b g e d  in Soviet-Albanian r e l a t i o n s .  

H a v i n g - f a i l e d  t o  o i e r t h r o w  t h e  regime by an i n t e r n a l  
coup i n  August, the  USSR began app ly ing  its economic l e v e r  
more f o r c e f u l l y  and en l id t i r ag  the  s u p p o r t  of d, ts .satell i te 
all ies.  The S o v i e t  b loc  r e f u s e d  an A l b a n i a n  r e q u e s t  t o  
supply  75,000 t o n s  of wheat to m e e t  Albanian needs. Ins t ead  
t h e  USSR o f f e r e d  o n l y  13 ,000  t o n s ,  t h e  Bulgar ian  3,000 t o n s  
and t h e r e m a i n d e r o f  t h e  Eastern Eanropceaaa satell i tes none. 
The USSR also began a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  withdraw some of its 
t e c h n i c i a n s  from A l b a n i a ,  as it had done earlier (late JuLy) 
i n  China. To mitigate t h e  increasing S o v i e t  p r e s s u r e  on 
Albania ,  Ch ina  o f f e r e d  to supp ly  Albania  4 8 , O O  tons of 
wheat, 0% which 9,0066 had a r r i v e d  by 10 October.  

A t  t he  UN s e s s i o n  i n  New York, Shehu was roundly  
snubbed by h i s  b loc  c o l l e a g u e s .  A t  a Czech r e c e p t i o n  on 
27 September, Khrushchev ignored  Shehu and r e f u s e d  to 
shake handswi th  h i m .  For t h e i r  past, t h e  Albanians took  
i s s u e  w i t h  b l o c  disarmament p roposa l s ,  and af ter  h i s  r e t u r n  
t o  Albania  Shehu p u b l i c l y  attacked them. In  a speech  t o  
t h e  Albanian Pgop le*s  Assembly on 25 October he d e s c r i b e d  
as a b s u r b  a p roposa l  made by Bulgar ian  p a r t y  leader Zhivkov 
t h a t  Balkan t s ~ ~ p s  be reduced &O t h e  l eve l  0-II bo rde r  guards .  
He said such a p roposa l  f o r  l o c a l  and complete  disarmament 
i n  the Balkaans merant t o  '*disarm before ' aggress ive  imper i a l -  
ism which is armed t o  t h e  teeth and S U ~ ~ Q U I I ~ ~  us." He a l s o  
took t o  task a formal x y o l u t i o n  of t h e  Polish d e l e g a t i o n  
a t  t h e  UN Genera l  Assembly f o r  a freeze on $he number of 
m i l i t a r y  bases 1 ~ x 3  foreign t e r r i t o r i e s .  
t h i s  t h e s i s ,  which llmay have o r i g f n a t e d  i n  t h e  head of 
somebody, " would Ilegalf2.e Americana f o r e i g n  bases. 

I n  t h i s  speech  Shehu did n o t  restrict h imsel f  t o  an 
a t t a c k  on t h e  p s o g o ~ t d  of o t h e r  sa te l l i t e  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  
proceeded t o  denounce v a r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  made p r e v i o u s l y  
by Khrushchev. Shehu argued thata p e r s i s t e n t  s t r u g g l e  

The removal of these leading off icers  from t h e  p a r t y  w a s  

Shehu s a i d  t h a t  

e l  

. .  
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a g a i n s t  r e v i s i o n i s m  "woul- the  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  
revis ionis ts ,  as certain peop le  pre tend"  {Khrushchev i n  
June 1958), and tha t  r e v i s i o n i s m  should be c o n t i n u a l l y  
fough t  as it was t h e  % o s t . e f f e c t i v e  factor" be ing  used by 
imperialism i n  its e f f o r t s  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  bloc.  

In a n o t h e r  o b l i q u e  attack on Khrushchev, Shehu asserted 
t h a t  the  Albanian p a r t y  " s t ands  r e s o l u t e l y  on t h e  L e n i n i s t  
p o i n t  of view, acco rd ing  t o  which imperialism is the  source  
of wars, and t h a t  as long  as imperialism exis ts--even s a y  i n  
a small part  of t h e  world--the base  for  war and t h e  danger  
of wars and imperialist a g g r e s s i o n  still exists." A t  t h e  
Rumanian parf;y ' congres s  i n  June Khrushchev had said, "History 
w i l l  p o s s i b l y  wi tnes s  a t i m e  when capitalism is prese rved  I 

o n l y  i n  a small p a r t  of t h e  world...states as small...as a 
bu t ton  on a coat.. . .Of course small beasts of p r e y  can  a lso I 

b i t e . . . bu t  t h e y  have d i f f e r e n t  possibil i t ies.  They are n o t  
so s t rong  and i t  is easier t o  r e n d e r  them harmless." 

of C h i n e s e  Communist d o c t r i n a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  Shehu asserted t h a t  
t h e  Chinese Peop le ' s  Republic is on t he  correct path--the 
Marxis t -Lenin is t  path, " and referred t o  Mao as an  " i n v i n c i b l e  
Marx i s t -mi l i t an t ,  the  great s o n  of the Chinese people." 

F i n a l l y ,  i n  a d e f i a n t  rebuke of Moscow's repeated criticism 

With t h i s  speech, there could be no  doubt  of t he  pos i -  
t i o n  t h e  Albanian leaders would take a t  the  for thcoming con- 
ference of Communist P a r t i e s ,  which w a s  assembling in Moscow 
i n  e a r l y  November. Kapo, t h e  Albanian delegate t o  t h e  Bucharest  
Congress i n  June, w a s  a l r e a d y  i n  Moscow p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  the  conference .  

While Moscow and T i rana  were d ropp ing  t h e  facade of 
f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  r e l a t i o n s  between Pe ip ing  and T i r a n a  
were growing i n  a r d o r .  Albania  w a s  t h e  o n l y  Eas t e rn  European 
c o u n t r y  t o  send a h igh- l eve l  d e l e g a t i o n .  t o  P e i p i n g ' s  11 th  
a n n i v e r s a r y  October c e l e b r a t i o n .  In h i s  speech i n  Pe ip ing  
on 4 October,  t h e  leader of t he  Albanian d e l e g a t i o n ,  p o l i t -  
buro  member Kellezi, praised the Chinese p a r t y ' s  views as 
be ing  based on "correct pol i t i ca l ,  ideological and economic 
l i n e s "  and mentioned the  people's communes as an i n t e g r a l  
pakt of t h i s  c o r r e c t  l i n e .  In t u r n ,  the  Chinese leaders re- 
affirmed their suppor t  of Alban ia ' s  "completely correct" 
s t a n d ,  and d e s c r i b e d  Albanian and Chinese t h i n k i n g  as "based 
on t h e  same i d e o l o g i c a l  foundat ion."  "We both  share t h e  same 
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e "  a Chinese speaker said, and are " f i g h t i n g  
s h o u l d e r  t o  shou lde r  t o  defend  the  p u r i t y  of Marxism-Leninism;... 
n e i t h e r  tower ing  mountains n o r  deep oceans" can  separate t h e  
+wo people. And, i n  a swipe a t  the  USSR, t h e  speaker noted  



.. . 

, t h a t  t h e  Albanians had r t n M a i n e d  any u n r e a l i s t i c  
i l l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  enemy,'? During t h e  d e l e g a t i o n 3 s  
s t a y  i t  was r e c e i v e d  by Mao, an unusual  honor. 

Meanwhile i n  Tisana, a t  a f u n c t i o n  celebratingthe CPR 
a n n i v e r s t s y ,  Hoxha declared t h a t  t h e  Communist p a r t y  of 
China had 'always main ta ined  a c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
and been 8 determined f i g h t e r  i n  s a f e g u a r d i n g  the  g u k i t y  
of Marxism-Leninism a g a i n s t  " r ev i s ion i sm and o t h e r  harmful  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . "  

A f u r t h e r  sign of Chinese-Albanian u n i t y  occur red  a t  
t h e  Rumanian trade union conference  in Buchares t  011 38 
October. J u s t  be fo re  t h e  Yugoslav d e l e g a t e  began t o  speak, 
t h e  Ch inese  and Albanian r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  walked out. The 
o t h e r  S o v i e t  bloc r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  remained t o  hear t h e  
Yugoslav speake r .  

Moscow Conference,  November 1960 
\- 1 

Hoxha's and Shehu's  last v i s i t  t o  Moscow was s u r e l y  an 
unp leasan t  one f o r  them. They a r r i v e d  a p p a r e n t l y  de t e&ined  
n o t  m e r e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  f u l l y  t h e  Chinese  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t o  
e x p r e s s  wi thout  r e s e r v a t i o n  a l l  t h e i r  pent-up anger wi th  the 
S o v i e t  leaders. They a r r i v e d  on 3 November, accompanied by 
two o t h e r  p o l i t b u r o  members--Hysni Kapo, who had participated 
i n  t h e  earlier n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  Moscow on the Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e ,  and RmBz A l i j a ,  who had rep laced  Bel i shova  on  the 
S e c r e t a r i a t .  MQSCOW a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  regarded  h i s  i n c l u s i o n  
as a c a l c u l a t e d  i n s u l t .  Two days  after t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  the  
CPSU addressed  a let ter t o  the Chinese p a r t y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  AZbanialra p a r t y  were s t r a i n e d  because of 
t h e  purg ing  of comrades whose o n l y  rqcrime*t was their  friend- 
s h i p  towards t h e  CPSU. The purged comrades were presumably 
Bel i shova  and Tashko. \ 

The formal  confe rence  opened on 10 November. Khrushchev 
spoke on t h e  first day,  o u t l i n i n g  and a rgu ing  h i s  case against 
t h e  Ch inese  Communists wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Albanian prob- 
l e m .  Hoxha d i d  n o t  speak  u n t i l  16 November. In  h i s  speech  
Hoxha sought ,not  only t o  s u p p o r t  f u l l y  t h e  Chinese case, bu t  
proceeded t o  c a t a l o g u e  a l l  of Alban ia ' s  g r i e v a n c e s  a g a i n s t  

I 

- - 

t h e  S o v i e t  leaders, p a r t i c u l a r l y  Khrushchev. He opened wi th  
8 s t r o n g  defense of C h i n a ' s  p o s i t i o n  on f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and 
i d e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g . a n  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  Khrushchev 
confused and jumbled U n i n ' s  t h e s e s ,  He said Albania  f avored  
t h e  p o l i c y  of p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e ,  bu t  t h i s  p o l i c y  presup-  
posed a s_trengthening of the  class s t r u g g l e ,  as capi ta l is ts  
c o u n t r i e p  )would n e v ~ r  a c c e p t  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  w i l l i n g l y  



b u t  could  o n l y  be forcedl,, . I  Albania ,  he said, 
did not argue that war is i n e v i t a b l e ,  but war would never 
d i s p p e a r  u n t i l  imperialism disRppeared,  and imperialism 
was p r e p a r i n g  f o r  war. H e  who concea led  t h i s ,  Hoxha said,  
was a t r a i t o r .  

The Albanian p a r t y ,  he  went on, was be ing  attacked as  
a n t  i -Marxi s t -Len i n  is t and a n t  i -Sov ie t , b u t  its on 1 y ' '?crime w 
was t o  oppose the  h a s t y  condemnation of the  Chinese Communist 
p a r t y ,  which had been m i s t a k e n l y  and d i s h o n e s t l y  accused of 
dogmatism. He  t h e n  proceeded t o  set f o r t h  A l b a n i a ' s  g f i e v -  
ances  and i n  t he  p r o c e s s  t o  b e l y  h i s  earlier stA4ement by 
making clear t h a t  Alban ia ' s  o n l y  "crime" predated t h e  growing 
rift i n  Sino-Soviet  r e l a t i o n s .  

decisions and passed judgments u n i l a t e r a l l y  on q u e s t i o n s  which 
were i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  character. They did n o t  c a r r y  o u t  
r e g u l a r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  wi th  other parties as  S t a l i n  did,  he 
went on, b u t  h e l d  meet ings  o n l y  when c o n d i t i o n s  were f a v o r a b l e  

Khrushchev and h i s  S o v i e t  comrades, Hoxha charged, made 

f o r  them. Warsaw Pac t  d e c i s i o n s ,  he said, were made wi thout  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s .  There had been no c o n s u l t a t i o n s  on Khrushchev's 
t r i p  t o  Belgrade i n  May 1955. 
a c o e x i s t e n c e  g o l i c y  toward Yugoslavia,  he said, bu t  it had 
wanted t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement t o  decide if there should  
be " c o n c i l i a t i o n "  w i t h  t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  o t h e r  
parties had n o t  been c o n s u l t e d  on t he  20 th  P a r t y  Congress, and 
consequent ly  t he  CPSU had had no r i g h t  t o  expose S t a l i n  i n  the 
manner i n  which it did.  S t a l i n  belonged t o  the  world Com- 
munis t  movement, n o t  j u s t  t o  t h e  CPSU, Hoxha said, and had 
been the  g r e a t e s t  leader s i n c e  Lenin. 

r e f u s e d  t o  expose T i t o  comple te ly ,  and s i n c e  the Yugoslav 7 th  
P a r t y  Congress (April 1958) had been q u i e t  about  r ev i s ion i sm.  
The S o v i e t  p a r t y  had many documents r e v e a l i n g  the  t r e a c h e r y  
of T i t o  which it had r e f u s e d  t o  p u b l i s h .  S imi la r$y ,  Albanian 
art icles which mentioned T i t o  were n o t  pub l i shed  i n  Moscow. 

The Albanian p a r t y  had approved 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, Hoxha sa id ,  Khrushchev had c o n s i s t e n t l y  

F i n a l l y ,  Hoxha said, t h e  S o v i e t  leaders had i n t e r f e r e d  
r u d e l y  in Albanian i n t e r n a l  affairs.  They had s e n t  Sus lov  
t o  p lo t  wi th  T i t o  t h e  des txmct ion  of the  Albanian leaders 
in 1956. More r e c e n t l y ,  when Albanian p o l i t b u r o  members had 
v i s i t e d  Moscow, t h e y  had been pressured and told t o  make a 
choice between t h e  Chinese p a r t y  and the  CPSU. Some were 
f la t tered,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  were t h r e a t e n e d  i f  *hey did n o t  l i n e  
themselves  up a g a i n s t  t h e  Albanian leadership. The S o v i e t  
Ambassador i n  T i r ana ,  Hoxha went on, had i n t e r f e r e d  in 
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A l b a n i a n ' f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  I v i e t  o f f i c i a l s  had 
t r i e d  t o  i n s t i g a t e  Albanian  g e n e r a l s  aga ins t  the  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p .  The USSR has  even r e f u s e d  t o  p rov ide  f r a t e r n a l  
aid t o  Alban ian ' s  starvfng (as a r e s u l t  of the c r o p  f a i l u r e  
i n  1960) ,  and had o f f e r e d  o n l y  10,000 t o n s  of g r a i n ,  enough 
for  35 days ,  i n s t e a d  of the 50,000 reques ted .  

O the r  b l o c  and Communist leaders responded immediately 
t o  Hoxha's a t t a c k s  on Khrushchev and the  S o v i e t  p a r t y ,  but  
Khrushchev himself did n o t  respond u n t i l  23 November. He 
made no e f f o r t  t o  answer Hoxha's charges in detail  but  ex- 
plained t h a t  t he  p a r t y  proposed t o  "issue 8 memorandm t o  
answer some fa l sehoods . "  On t he  q u e s t i o n  of Sta l i ln  and t h e  
20 th  P a r t y  Congress, he said tha t  Hoxha had read the  r e p o r t  
on S t a l i n  a t  t h e  t i m e  and said noth ing .  Khrushchev also 
said he had documentary proof, i n  t h e  foran of a l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  CPSU i n  1954, t h a t  Hoxha had agreed  t h a t  t he  CPSU must 
make some approaches  t o  and some agreements w i t h  Yugoslavia.  
Records would d i s p r o v e  a l l  tha t  Hoxha had s a i d ,  b u t  t hen ,  
Khrushchev concluded, "Who wants t o  a rgue  w i t h  Hoxha?" 

China G a i n s  a Satell i te 

Two days  later,  Hoxha sand Shehu a b r u p t l y  lef t  MOSCQW 
by t r a i n  for home, l e a v i n g  Kapo and A l i j a  behind t o  s i g n  
the  compromise a g r e m e n t  which was f i n a l l y  reached on 1 
December and pub l i shed  on 4 December. O s t e n s i b l y  t h e y  had 
departed e a r l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  28 November l i b e r a t i o n  
c e l e b r a t i o n  i m  Ti rana ,  bu t  t h e y  d id  n o t  reach there u n t i l  
29 November. 

Two day8 after t h e  A l b a n i a n s '  d e p a r t u r e ,  Ma0 and Chom 
E n - l a i  attended a r e c e p t i o n  a t  the  Albaniann embassy i n  Pe ip ing  
i n  honor of Albanian l i b e r a t i o n  day,  and the Chinese p a r t y  
dispatched g r e e t i n g s  to t h e  Albanian p a r t y  which stated, "that 
t h e  Chinese Communist P a r t y  is proud t o  have such u n y i e l d i n g  
comrades- in-ams as t h e  Labor P a r t y  02 Albania...The Chinese  
people  d e e p l y  appreciate t h e  ~ Q O F ~ Q U S  s u p p o r t  rendered  t o  
them by the  Albanian 

On 2 December, t h e  Albandan r a d i o  b roadcas t  t h a t  new 
monuments were be ing  erected throughout  Albania ,  " inc lud ing  
b u s t s  of Joseph S t a l i n  and Nao TSe-tUQg," and on 19-20 B c -  
ember a p a r t y  plenum "unanimously approvedt1 Hoxha's r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  Conference as w e l l  as "a11 t h e  a c t i v i t e s "  of the  A l -  

communiqra6 noted ,  had "tried t o  c o n t r i b u t e "  t o  the  s u c c e s s  
of t h e  meetings by " p r e s e n t i n g  what the  Albanian Communists 
t h i n k  and feel  about  t h e  problems which were d i scussed . "  

banian  CbPegatiQn there. The Albanian d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  IphnW 



. 

Although another  year  was t o  l a p s e  before  Khrushchev' 
publiiclyatta&ed the: Albanian leaders and  .1 .broke!tdip&o-l j ' 

matic r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  last  ties w i t h  t h e  Sovie t  l e a d e r s  were 
severed w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  depa r tu re s  of Hoxha and Shehu from 
t h e  Moscow Conference i n  November. From t h a t  day onward, 
T i r a n a ' s  only powerful f r i e n d  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet bloc was 
Communist China.  By December 1960, it was clear t h a t  MOS- 
COW, Ti rana ,  and Peiping w e r e  in agreement on a t  least ( . . ( ' I  

ofie .of Khrushchev's assessments-namely, h i s  s t a t emen t  on 
6 November to Teng Hsiao-ping, one of t h e  leaders of t he  
Chinese de l ega t ion  a t  t h e  Moscow conference,  tha t  "%ha 
USSR has.  los t  an Albania," while "China has gained an 
Albania. 
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Enver Hoxha (Sec. Gen.) 

Koci Xoxe 

Currently First Secretary of AWP. 

Expelled from politburo September 1948, executed June 1949. 

Tuk Jakova Ousted from politburo in  1951; removed from Central Committee 
and govdrnment i n  June 1955; present whereabouts unknown. 

Bedri Spahiu "Resigned" from olitburo i n  1946, re-elected in  November 1948, 
ousted again in  h51; removed from central committee, party and 
government i n  June 1955; whereabouts unknown. 

"Committed suicide'' in  November 1947. 

Removed from central committee i n  November 1944, executed in  
November 1956 for plotting against the state. 

Nako Spiru 

Liri Gego 

I 

Kristo Themelko 

Ramadan Citaku 

Criticized i n  September 1948, removed from central committee in  
November 1948. 

Removed from central committee in  November 1948, criticized 
in 1949. 

Ymer Dishnica 

Kadri Hoxha 

Kemel Stafa 

Excluded from politburo in  1943-1944; expelled from party in 1947. 

Arrested in  March 1947 and reportedly executed. 

Ki l led in  skirmish with carabinieri in  1942. 
- _ _  ~ 

KNOWN ADDITIONS TO CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE 1943 - 1948 CURRENT STATUS 

.l.-=-L*r-__Y_. ----.-.=-_= -SI 

Pandi Kristo Removed from politburo and expel led from party, September-November 
1948; sentenced to prison May-June 1949, subsequently released. 

Removed from politburo and central committee in  February 1946; 
expelled from party i n  1947. 

Currently member of politburo. 

Purged i n  August 1944 on Yugoslav orders; executed by Gega. 

Removed as candidate member central committee, February 1948; re-elected 
to central committee and elected member of politburo November 1948; 
removed from politburo and expelled from party, 1960. 

Currently member of politburo. 

Sejfulla Maleshova 

Hysni Kapo 

Mustafa Gjinishi 

Liri Belishova 

Gogo Nushi 

Mehmet Shehu 

Nerti Kerenxhi 

Removed as candidate member of central committee February 1948; 
re-elected to central committee and politburo in  September-November 
1948; elected Premier 1954. 

Ousted from politburo and party in November 1948; accused of 
supporting Xoxe . 

Pullumb Dishnica Criticized i n  September 1948, dropped from central committee i n  
November 1948. 

Criticized i n  September 1948, dropped from central committee in 
November 1948. 

Xhoxhi Blushi 

Other Prominent Party Leaders 

Koco Tashko Minister of A&riculture and Forestry in  postwar overnments; named 
Chairman of entral Auditing Commission i n  19f2; ousted from post 
and party i n  September 1960 and accused of octivity against the party. 
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ANNEX B 

Enver Hoxha 
Koci Xoxe 
Tuk Jakova 

Bedri Spahiu 

Nako Spiru 
Liri Gega 
Kristo Themelko 
Ymer Dishni ca 

Pandi Kristo 
Sejfulla Maleshova 

Hysni Kapo 
Mustafa Gjinishi 
Gogo Nushi 
Nesti  Kerenxhi 

Enver Hoxha 
Tuk Jakova 
Bedri Spahiu 
Mehmet Shehu 
Hysni Kapo 
Liri Belshova 
Beqir Balluku 
Gogo Nushi 
Spiro Koleka 
Manush Myftiu 
Rita Marko 
Ramiz Alija 
Haki Toska 
Adil Carcani 

Kadri Hasbiu 
Koco Theodosi 
Petri t Dume 

. Pilo Peristeri 

1941 - present 
1941 - 1948 
1941 - 1951 

1941 -1 946; 1948- 195 

1941 (?) - 1947 
1941 - 1944 
1946 - 1948 
1941 - 1943 

, ? - 1948 
1944 - Feb . 1946 

1946 - present 

1947 (?) - present 
1943 - 1944 (3) 

1947 - 1948 

Executed, 1949 - 
Ousted from Politburo, 1951, 
and from Party, 1955. 
"Resigned" in 1946; ousted in 
1951; removed from Party in 1955. 
"Committed suicide, ' I  1947 
Ousted in 1944; executed in 1956. 
Ousted in 1948. 
Expelled from Politburo in 1943, 
Party in 1947. 
Imprisoned, 1949 
Ousted from Politburo in 1946, 
Party in 1947. 

Purged in 1944, killed. 

Ousted in 1948. 

POLITBURO MEMBERS (NOV 8948- PRESENT) 
1941 - present 
1941 - 1951 
1948- 1951 
1948 - present 
1946 - present 
1948 - 1960 Ousted, 1960. 
1948 - present 
1947 (?) - present 
1948 - present 
1956 - present 
1956 - present 
1960 - present 
1961 - present 
1961 - present 

Ousted from party, 1955. 
Ousted from party, 1955. 

(alternate 1952 - 1956) 
(a1 ternate 1952 - 1956) 
(alternate 1956 - 1961) 
(alternate 1956 - 1961) 
(alternate 1956 - 1961) 

ALTERNATES 
1961 - present 
1956 - present 
1961 - present 
1952 - present 620511 1 B 

' .  



, \  

NOVlMlfR 1V41 

ENVER HOXHA 
TIJK JAKO\'A 
UEHMET SHEHU 
3EDRI SPAHIL: 
HYSNl KAPO 
LlRl BELISHOVA 
BEQiR BALLUKU 
GOGO NUSHI 
SPIRO KOLEKA 
Romir Alio 
Sodik Bektoshi 
Pchit Dume 
Mrr. Nexhmije Hoxho 
Monurh Myftiu 
Pilo Peristeri 
Mihal Prifti 
Theodor Hobo 
N i o r l  ldomi 
Mono1 Konami 
Abedin Shehu 
:.-,. :: H?rnili 
%<l!qli < e l i c z i  
R::li, Nd"" 
:cdi Omc"i 

* s , , ; ~ : ,  r:Ill l  
PI.: .hi ' . i , .<w~; 
Kohrenian Yl l i  . 
S : A *  Bocoi 
t+oAi, i  Llcrhi 

Finmorlr;n Xhangolli 
Sh.:iucl PCL i  

ALBANIAN WORKERS PARTY 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 1948 - 1961 

APRll IPS1 . NN1 IPS6 

HDXHA 
Jokovo 
SHEHU 
Spahiu 
KAPO 
BELISHOVA 
BALLUKU 
NUSHI 
KOLEKA 
Alio 
Bekveshi 
Dumc 
h 8 .  Hoxho 
Myfliu 
Perir1eri 
Prifti 

Rocoj 
Llerhi 
Pecl 
Xhongoili 

Rrapo Dervirhi 
Kadri Hoibiu , 
Piro Kondi 
Rito Morko' 
Fodil Pacromi 
Joref Pohko 
Pinoiot Ploku 
Mrr. Fiqrete Shehv 
Koco Theodosi 
Haki Tosko 
Miholloq Z i c i h t i  
Hito Cako 
Adil Corconi 
Moqo Como 
Ethem Giinuihi 
Mrs. Vita Kapo 
K i m  Ngjelu 
Pcti Shomblii 
Elcni Turrzi 

KEY: 
ALL CAPS - Full member OF Politburo 

Brown - Candidate member of Politburo 
Green - h m b s r  of Pcratoriot 
Blue - Condidoto member of Central Committee 

olyl Condidole member oi Centrol 
Committee 

HOXHA 

SHEHU 

< N O  
8ELIS;IOVA 

' BALLUKU 
NUSHI 
KOLEKA 
Alio 
Bekterhi 
Dum= 
Mrs.  Hoxho 
MYFTiU 
Perirter, 
P r l f l i  

Bocoj 
L l e h i  
Peci 
Xhariyol i t  

Dewishi 
Harbiu 
Kmdi 
MARKO 
Poctomi 
Paihko 
Ploku 

M r r  Shehu 
Theodori 
Toskc 
Z i c i h t i  
Coko 
Corcooi 
Como 

Mrs Kopo 
Ngjela 
Shamblli 
TTelPrl 

Suleimon Baholll 
Irhoil b u r h i  

~ Piro Dodbibo 
Tonin Jokovo 
Atdyi  Kellczi 
T e d i  Lubonjo 
Pelro Magiistori 
Prokop Mwo 
Mustdo Paiongo 
zoi Themeli 
Romiz Xhabija 
Seit &>hati 
Tare Celo 
J m i  Doko 
Thomo Deljono 
Pe~ro Dode 
Frak Pjeler Gego 
Rropo t ie rmeni  
Piro Gvrho 
Rohmon Honk" 
Pieter Korlu 
D o r h n ~  Mamqi 
Tohir Minxhozi 
Joryjio Premti 
Lornce Sheme 
Behot Shlylio 
Miko Shuli 
Xhofer Spuhiu 
Shobon Sula 
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HOXHA 

SHEHb 

KAPO 

BALLUKU 
NUSHl 
KOLEKA 
ALIA 
Bekterhi 
D u m  
Mn. Hoxha 
MYFTIU 
Parir1e.i 
Prif1i 

Y l l i  
Bocoj 
Llerhi 
Ped 
Xhongolli 
Dervirhi 
Hosbiu 
Kmdi  
MARKO 
P.crmi 
Porhko 

Mrr. Shahu 
Theodori 
TOSKA 
Zicirhti 
Cako 
CARCANI 

MI%. Kopo 
Ngjelo 
Shomblli 
Terezi 
Boholli 
Coushi 
Dodbibo . 
Jokovo 
Kelleri  
Lubonjo 
Mogjestori 
Mura 
Paiongo 
Themeli 
Xhobljo 
Bushati 
Celo 
Dako 
Deliom 
Dode 
&YO 

Gjermeni 

Gusho 
Hnnku 
Kwto 
Momoqi 
Mlnxhozl 
Premti 
Shema 
Sht IIa 
Shuri 
Spohiu 
S"l0 
&.ani1 Ceio 
Dilover Poci 
Hajdor Aronitoii 
Holim Rumohito 
Joihor Menzelxhiu 
Kofina Slario 
Kiirtoq Dolluku 
Krirto Shorro 
Lefter Goso 
Milo Qirko 
Nei t i  Nose . 
Poroihqevi Shehv 
Petro Olldarhi 
Pjcrcr Lcka 
Rohmon P d l o k u  
Rexhep Koll i  
Todo Monce . .  
Veiz Giebero 
Xhorihi Robo 
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